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UNOFFICIAL RESULTS
Kansas City Municipal Primary Election

Feb. 22, 2011
These city council candidates will move on to the March 22, General Election

CITY COUNCIL:
1st District At-Large•	

Scott Wagner     26,796
Daina Kennedy     13,484

1st In-District•	
Richard F. Davis (unopposed)   4,532

2nd District At-Large•	
Ed Ford     24,449
Allen Dillingham    17,981

2nd In-District•	
Russell Johnson     4,956
Aaron Benefield     1,587

3rd District At-Large•	
Melba Curls     22,452
Brandon Ellington    12,968

3rd In-District•	
Sharon Sanders Brooks    2,136
Jeremaine Reed     1,547

4th District At-Large•	
Jim Glover     16,291 
John Crawford     10,954

4th In-District•	
Jan Marcason (unopposed)   8,993

5th District At-Large•	
Cindy Circo     31,034
Richard C. Angel    10,272

5th In-District•	
Kenneth T. Bacchus    3,301
Michael Brooks     3,168

6th District At-Large•	
Scott Taylor     14,990 
Tracy Ward     7,185

6th In-District•	
John A. Sharp     6,439 
Terrence Nash     3,550

FINAL NUMBERS ON THE MAYORAL RACE
Sly James     13,254
Mike Burke     13,216
Mark Funkhouser     10,516
Jim Rowland     6,800
Deb Hermann     5,633
Henry Klein     752

By Joe Arce And Tony BAlAndrAn

A statewide, non-partisan delegation of Hispanic/Latino, civic, community lead-
ers, and students from across Kansas and Missouri gathered in their respective 
state capitals on Wednesday February 23, 2011 to discuss with their elected rep-
resentatives the issues prominent in the minds of constituents.

In Jefferson City, the Tenth annual Hispanic Day’s agenda was to visit with 
Governor Jay Nixon, and members of the Missouri Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives, plus the leadership of the Democratic and Republican parties, as 
well as government agencies. The members and supporters of Hispanic Capitol 
Day, Inc. are a cross section of Hispanic leaders from the rural areas, cities and 
urban centers bringing their unique perspective to the table. Over 100 Hispanic 
Delegates participated in this year’s event. 

Delegates made their presence known to the politicians and to raise 
awareness that Hispanics are interested in issues that affect the State of 

IndepTh reporT
By  deBrA decosTer

Kansas City, Kansas and Wyandotte County Primary 
Election is Tuesday, March 1 and voters will be asked 
to narrow the field for Commissioners in the At-

Large District 1 race and for Commissioner of District 4.
The top two candidates who receive the majority of the votes 

will move onto the general election on Tuesday, April 5.
Each candidate running for a Commissioner seat has cited 

that constituents want a commissioner in their district to 
work as a team with the other commissioners, they want 
neighborhood grocery stores brought back into the city, and 
they want improvements in infrastructure and economic 
growth in keeping thriving businesses in their community 
and jobs for their citizens.

On the Primary ballot, voters will be deciding who will be 
the top two candidates who will compete to become the next 
Commissioner At-Large—District 1.

Incumbent Commissioner Mark Holland will face three 
opponents in the quest for Commissioner At-Large District 
1 seat.  Candidates on the primary ballot are:

Helen M. Fotovich
A retired school teacher and currently works as a retail 

store clerk, Helen Fotovich is concerned that the senior citi-
zens of Wyandotte County are not being heard.  “My major 
concern is that we hardly have any grocery stores in the 1st 
District.  Our biggest store, Apple Market on 7th and State 
closed about six weeks ago.  Now we have to go to Central 
Avenue to shop or out on State Avenue.   We had many sen-

ior citizens who walked to Apple Market to get their grocer-
ies, they depended on that store,” she said.

As a commissioner, she would ask the Unified Govern-
ment, the board of commissioners and citizens to come to-
gether and solve the problem of retail stores closing in the 
district.  “We need to think outside of the box and just one 
person does not have all the answers.  We need to recruit 
citizens to help solve a problem.  We need more citizen in-
volvement in helping us figure out why stores are closing 
after only being in business for a year or year and a half,” 
she stated.

Fotovich has been keeping up with the current events in 
the city and feels that she could make a difference serving the 
community as commissioner.  This is her second time trying 
to win a political seat, she ran eight years ago for Mayor but 
loss in that election.

She was born in Kansas City, Kansas and graduat-
ed from Avila College in Kansas City, Missouri with a 
Bachelor Degree in Elementary Education.  Her teach-
ing career has taken her to Chicago, Illinois where she 
taught in the Slovenian, Hispanic and Italian neighbor-
hoods.  She also taught in Gary, Indiana; Bethlem, Penn-
sylvania and in Kansas City, Kansas on Strawberry Hill. 

Mike Gilstrap
A former Commissioner in 2003, he lost to incumbent 

Mark Holland by 34 votes in the 2007 election.  During the 
past four years, Mike Gilstrap has been keeping tabs on the 
growth and infrastructure of the city that has been his home 
his entire life.  

STATE CAPITOLS SAW HISPANIC DELEGATIONS TAKE ON IMPORTANT ISSUES  / PAGE 3

KCK/Wyandotte County 
Voters will Decide who moves 

on to the general elecion on March 1st

2011 

Election

TrAduce rIco rogers

Una delegación del estado, no partidistas de los hispanos/latinos, los líderes cívi-
cos de la comunidad y estudiantes de todo Kansas y Missouri se reunieron en sus 
respectivas capitales de los estados el miércoles 23 de febrero 2011, para discutir 
con sus representantes electorales temas de importancia para los electores.

En Jefferson City, la agenda del Décimo Día del Hispano Anual incluyo visitar 
al Gobernador Jay Nixon, a los miembros del Senado de Missouri y la Cámara 
de Representantes, además a los dirigentes de los partidos Demócrata y Republi-
cano, así como las agencias gubernamentales. Los miembros y simpatizantes del 
Día Capitolio del Hispano, Inc. son ejemplos representativos de líderes hispanos 
de las zonas rurales, las ciudades y los centros urbanos, que traen su singular 
perspectiva a la mesa. Más de 100 delegados hispanos participaron en el evento 
de este año.

Los delegados hicieron sentir su presencia a los políticos y crear conciencia 
de que los hispanos están interesados en los asuntos que afectan al estado de 
Missouri y sus vidas. Los delegados buscaron oportunidades de hacer preguntas 

GENERAL ELECTIONS FOR KANSAS 
CITY, MISSOURI WILL BE ON 

MARCH 22ND

2011 Election

Missouri Rep. Mike Talboy, 
represents House District 37

Kansas Rep. Louis Ruiz, 
represents House District 32

CANDIDATES STEP UP TO THE PLATE TO SERVE WYCO  / PAGE 6

By Joe Arce And Tony BAlAndrAn

Kansas City voters delivered a mes-
sage to Mayor Mark Funkhouser that 
no incumbent mayor had ever received 
in almost a century – there will be no 
second term.

Funkhouser fell into the third 
place slot during the mayoral pri-
mary election on Tuesday, follow-
ing top vote recipients Sylvester 
“Sly” James and Mike Burke. After 
preliminary results were tallied, a 
somber Funkhouser appeared be-
fore his supporters at his watch 
party at the Westport Flea Market, 

thanking members of his family 
and campaign workers.

“It’s clear that I’m not going to get 
a second term, but I feel deeply privi-
leged and honored to have had four 
years as the mayor of Kansas City, Mo. 
I will always be proud of that,” Funk-
houser said as he held his wife, Gloria 
Squitiro, close to his side. “I have al-
ways been a very lucky man.”

He acknowledged the two men who 
ousted him from the mayoral race and 
added, “I look forward to working 
with them in any way they choose. I 

Funkhouser a one-term mayor

 Sylvester “Sly” James and Mike Burke will advance to the general election on 
March 22. The incumbent mayor Mark Funkhouser will be winding down his 
one term in office.

SUPRISE VICTORY FOR TWO CANDIDATES  / PAGE 2
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Surprise victory for two candidates
guess that’s about it. Thank you 
all very, very much and to all the 
folks who always had confidence 
in me, God bless you, each and 
every one.”

Burke and James both received 
about 26 percent of the total 
vote and will advance to the gen-
eral election on March 22. Funk-
houser trailed in third place with 
about 2,100 votes behind.

James appeared late in the 
evening at his watch party at a 
Westport restaurant.

“I feel fabulous,” he told His-
panic News. “We have a lot of 
work to do and we have to start 
immediately. We are going to get 
the same team together to cre-
ate our ground strategy to get 
our word out and make sure that 
we are in a position to win this 
thing in a month.”

Burke, who celebrated at his 
headquarters near 36th and 
Broadway, said he was grateful 
to Kansas City voters allowing 
him to advance.

“This is a good day,” he said. “I 
spent a lot of time talking to vot-
ers at the voting places and got a 
good feel for what was on their 
minds. What they are looking 
for is not only somebody to help 

solve their problems but some-
body to create a vision of what 
Kansas City needs to have.”

He said he looks forward to 
the next month of campaigning 
“because we have two candidates 
who truly like each other who 
are running against each other, 
we’ll talk about issues and we’ll 
talk about vision and we’ll talk 
about where we want Kansas 
City to head.”

Final unofficial results Tues-
day night showed that Funk-
houser and Burke were the 
top two vote recipients in Clay 
County, where many observers 
thought the greatest amount of 
support would go to Deb Her-
mann. Funkhouser won 30.5 
percent of the vote, and Burke 
won 27.5 percent.

In Platte County, Mike Burke 
was the favorite, earning 41 per-
cent of the vote, according to 
unofficial results. Funkhouser 
followed him with just over 26 
percent of the vote.

At the polling place in Sacred 
Heart Hall at 26th and Madison 
in the city’s Westside, about 75 
percent of the precinct voters 
had already cast their ballots by 
5:30 p.m.

Kansas City resident Olivia 
Lopez said she wanted a dra-

matic change in City Hall so she 
voted for Burke.

“I spoke to him one-on-one 
and I like what he proposed,” 
Lopez told Hispanic News just 
minutes after casting her ballot. 
Lopez said she supported Funk-
houser four years ago, and now 
realizes he was a bad choice.

“I really thought he was the 
right man for the job. I really 
thought that at the very begin-
ning. And then everything that 
happened with his wife cost us 
a lot of money with his lawsuits. 
That money was really needed in 
our community.”

She said if Funkhouser had ad-
vanced to the general election, “I 
will vote for the other person no 
matter who it is.”

“I would say to everyone that 
he (Funkhouser) is the wrong 
man for the job.”

John McDowd, another voter, 
said he thought James was the 
best candidate for mayor. “He 
seems like he would be a good 
change for Kansas City.”

A former supporter of Funk-
houser, McDowd said city serv-
ices have not improved during 
the past four years so he decided 
to back another candidate.

Linda, a Kansas City resident 
who asked that her last name 
not be printed, said she voted 
for Burke because of his signifi-
cant endorsements, including 
that of Charlie Wheeler, who 
was mayor of Kansas City in the 
early 1970s.

“If Charlie says he’s cool, then 
I’m fine with him (Burke),” Lin-
da said. “I don’t like Funkhouser, 
never have, never will. I don’t like 
his attitude toward minorities.”

She said she thinks Funk-
houser has neglected to im-
prove city services over the 
years, and she did not ap-
preciate how the mayor was 
out of town during a recent 
snowstorm and did not per-

sonally oversee the street-
plowing efforts.

Enrique Murguia, another 
Westside voter, said he gave his 
support to Jim Rowland because 
he earned the chance after serv-
ing on the City Council some 
years ago.

“He could make some chang-
es that we need in City Hall,” 
Murguia said. “There are too 
many problems in City Hall, 
and I don’t think he is a good 
leader who can put us back on 
the right path.”

Funkhouser’s defeat is the 
first time since 1920 that an in-
cumbent Kansas City mayor has 
failed to win a second term.

In the past several months, all 
six candidates criticized Funk-
houser for the distractions that 
plagued his first term.

Burke said, “Mayor Funk-
houser has had a tough time, 
and this is a time for him 
to relax and finish out his 
term. I have no doubt that 
despite the fact that we’ve 
had many disagreements, he 
always tried his very best to 
be what he thought would 
be a good mayor.”

Burke said he plans to listen 
even more to voters during the 
next month. “The one thing I 
want to emphasize is that the 
office of mayor is not about 
me. It’s not about the occu-
pant; it’s about the citizens of 
Kansas City.”

James, during his victory 
speech, told a crowd of support-
ers: “Now we have to pull to-
gether like we have never pulled 
together before. Now we have 
to get our message out. Now we 
have to start talking about how 
to make Kansas City great. …

“This is just the first half of a 
two-half football game. We have 
the second half to go. We’re still 
in the game.”

Both candidates, Mike Burke and Sly James, have mutual respect 
for one another, but when it comes to the General Elections both 
say they will work hard to earn your vote and win the majority of 
the vote in Kansas City. 

Search  
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STaTe CapiTOLS SaW HiSpaniC DeLegaTiOnS TaKe On iMpOrTanT iSSueS

Los Capitolios del Estado vieron a delegaciones hispánicas adquirir 
problemas importantes
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Missouri and their lives. The 
delegates sought opportunities 
to ask questions of their state 
elected officials, requesting them 
to clarify their positions on 
issues of concern to the Hispanic 
community. Special attention 
was given to proposed legislation 
addressing the areas of: Education, 
Health Care, Immigration and 
Civil Rights/Profiling. The 
goal is to educate our elected 
officials by promoting cross-
cultural understanding in a 
spirit of cooperation, fairness 
and accountability. 

This year’ program includes 
a Commemoration Ceremony 
(posthumous) honoring the late 
Anthony B. Ramirez, founder 
of Hispanic Capitol Day, Inc. 
and a leader and mentor to 
many Hispanic organizations 
in Missouri.  In the words of 
the deceased, "The statewide 
Hispanic community, energetic, 
able, conscientious, is a growing 
political force, and is bringing 
Missouri into the 21st century" 

Ramirez and Kansas City 
community leader Natividad 
"Elida" Cardenas served as first 
co-chairs of the Hispanic Day 
in 2001.  

 “This is a good opportunity 
to connect with a key segment 

of the voting population,” said 
Missouri Rep. Mike Talboy, 
who represents House District 
37, which covers a part of 
Kansas City Missouri. “It’s 
great to have a community that 
gets together and voices its 
opinion on issues that impact 
their families and themselves.”

Talboy said one task on his 
agenda this session is monitoring 
a move in the General Assembly 
to make the Missouri drivers’ 
license procedure an English-
only process. Such legislation 
would prevent the testing 
procedure from being conducted 
in Spanish and would require 
the state driver’s manual be 
published in English only.

Talboy added he has seen 
proposals in the General 
Assembly in years past that 
attempt to invoke an English-
only status on drivers’ licensing. 
But this year, it may become a 
reality, he said.

“This would set a dangerous 
precedent,” he told Hispanic News.

Another serious issue for Talboy 
is the growing anti-immigration 
sentiment sweeping the nation, 
thanks to the controversial 
Arizona law that critics claim 
violates an immigrant’s right to 
due process.

He said the U.S. Supreme 
Court may eventually weigh in 
on the Arizona law to determine 
whether it is constitutional.

In the meantime, several 
states, including Kansas, 
are about to tackle its own 
version of the Arizona law – a 
topic discussed on Wednesday 
at this years Hispanic Day on 
the Hill Leadership Summit 
in Topeka.

Similar to the event in Jefferson 
City, The Kansas Hispanic 
and Latin American Affairs 
Commission hosted the Kansas 
summit and Hispanic leaders 
throughout Kansas gathered to 
talk to their legislators about 
several issues, including an 
immigration bill.

The proposed Kansas 
legislation would require local 
police to check the legal status 
of those they suspect might be 
in the United States illegally. 
It would also require proof of 
citizenship for anyone seeking 
public assistance. The bill is 
co-authored by newly elected 
Secretary of State Kris Kobach, 
who also helped write the 
Arizona law.

Kansas Rep. Louis Ruiz, who 
represents House District 32, 
said the Kansas bill is an example 
of a growing pattern of the 

state’s newly elected conservative 
leadership – specifically Gov. 
Sam Brownback and Kobach – 
working to diminish the rights 
of immigrants.

“We know what he (Kobach) 
is all about just based on his past 
interests,” Ruiz told Hispanic 

News. He said the Kansas 
Legislature also is discussing a 
bill that would stop children 
of undocumented immigrants 
from attending state universities, 
colleges and vocational schools.

Ruiz said the elected leaders 
who support such actions are “the 

people that leaders in the Hispanic 
community need to focus on.”

In next week’s edition, Hispanic 
News will explore other issues 
discussed at the Hispanic Day 
events in Missouri and Kansas.

a los funcionarios estatales 
electos, pidiéndoles que aclaren 
sus posiciones sobre asuntos 
de interés para la comunidad 
hispana. Se prestó atención 
especial a la legislación propuesta 
tocante a las áreas de: Educación, 
Salud, Inmigración y Derechos 
Civiles. El objetivo es educar a 
nuestros funcionarios electos por 
la promoción del entendimiento 
entre culturas en un espíritu de 
cooperación, equidad y rendición 
de cuentas.

El programa de este año incluye 
una ceremonia de conmemoración 
(póstumo) en honor al fallecido 
Anthony B. Ramírez, fundador 
del Día del Capitolio Hispano, 
Inc. y un líder y mentor de 
muchas organizaciones hispanas 
en Missouri. En las palabras del 
difunto, "La comunidad hispana 
en todo el estado, enérgica, capaz, 
de conciencia, es una fuerza 
política cada vez mayor y está 
trayendo a Missouri al siglo 21"

Ramírez y el líder de la 
comunidad de Kansas City, 
Natividad  "Elida" Cárdenas, 
fueron los primeros co-
presidentes del Día del Hispano 
en 2001.

"Esta es una buena 
oportunidad para conectarse 
con un segmento clave de la 
población votante", dijo el 
Representante de Missouri, 
Mike Talboy, quien representa al 
Distrito 37, que cubre una parte 
de Kansas City, Missouri. "Es 
bueno tener una comunidad que 
se reúne y expresa su opinión 
acerca de asuntos que impactan 
a sus familias y a ellos mismos."

Talboy dijo, que una de las 
tareas en su agenda de esta 
sesión, es la supervisión de un 
movimiento en la Asamblea 
General de obligar a tomar el 
examen de manejar en inglés-
solamente, para recibir la licencia 
de Missouri.  Esa legislación 
impediría que el procedimiento 
se llevara a cabo en español y 
requeriría que el manual de 
conducir del estado se publicara 
sólo en inglés.

Talboy agregó, que él ha visto 
las propuestas en la Asamblea 
General en los últimos años y 
que tratan de invocar un estado 
de inglés-solamente en las 
licencias de conducir. Pero este 
año,  puede convertirse en una 
realidad, dijo él.

"Esto sentaría un precedente 
peligroso", él dijo a Hispanic News.

Otro problema grave 
para Talboy es el creciente 
sentimiento anti-inmigración 
barriendo la nación, gracias a 
la polémica ley de Arizona que 
los críticos afirman que viola el 
derecho al debido proceso de un 
inmigrante.

Él dijo, que la Corte Suprema 
de los EE.UU. puede llegar a 
opinar sobre la ley de Arizona para 
determinar si es constitucional.

Mientras tanto, varios estados, 
incluyendo Kansas, están a 
punto de abordar su propia 
versión de la ley de Arizona - un 
tema discutido el miércoles en el 
Día del Hispano en la Cumbre 
de Liderazgo en Topeka.

Similar al evento en Jefferson 
City, Missouri, la Comisión 
de Asuntos Hispanos y 
Latinoamericanos fue anfitrión 
de la cumbre de Kansas y los 
líderes hispanos de todo Kansas 
se reunieron para hablar con sus 
legisladores sobre varios temas, 
incluyendo un proyecto de ley 
de inmigración.

La legislación propuesta de 
Kansas, requeriría que la policía 
local investigue el estado legal de 
los que sospechan que podrían 
estar en los Estados Unidos 
de manera ilegal. También 
se requeriría prueba de la 
ciudadanía para aquellos que 
buscan la asistencia pública. 
El recién electo Secretario de 
Estado, Kris Kobach, es el co-
autor del proyecto de ley, y quien 
también ayudó a escribir la ley 
de Arizona.

Kansas Rep. Luis Ruiz, 
quien representa al Distrito 
32, dijo que el proyecto de ley 
de Kansas es un ejemplo de un 
patrón creciente del liderazgo 
electo conservador del estado 

- en particular el Gobernador 
Sam Brownback y Kobach - 
trabajando para disminuir los 
derechos de los inmigrantes.

"Sabemos lo que él (Kobach) 
representa sólo por sus 
intereses pasados", dijo Ruiz a 
Hispanic News. Él dijo que la 
Legislatura de Kansas también 
está discutiendo un proyecto 
de ley que haría imposible 
que los niños de inmigrantes 
indocumentados asistan a las 
universidades estatales, los 
institutos y las escuelas de 
formación profesional.

Ruiz dijo, que los líderes 
electos que apoyan estas acciones 
son "las personas en que los 
líderes de la comunidad hispana 
necesitan enfocarse".

En la edición de la próxima 
semana, Hispanic News explorará 
otros temas discutidos en los 
eventos del Día del Hispano en 
Missouri y Kansas.

Missouri State Capitol, Jefferson City, Missouri

Kansas State Capitol, Topeka,Kansas
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Cottages of 
Belton East

Kansas City area. Minutes from 
downtown KC, Independence, Raytown 

& Blue Springs. 55 & older
Rental community 1Bdrm $533

2Bdrm $629
2Bdrm+den (3Bdrm)$700 

 Call 816-350-3422.  
EHO.

Victor Arnone 
Sales Consultant

Bob Hoss Dodge 
Chrysler Jeep, Inc
6640 State Ave.
Kansas City, Kansas 66102

Call 913-334-2700
Toll Free 866-395-6585

Fax 913-334-2211
bobhossdodge.com

 CLASSIFIEDS & PUBLIC NOTICES 

$500 A $1000 SEMANALES!
Se solicitan personas para 
ensamblaje de productos. 

Trabaje en su casa. No 
necesita inglés ni experiencia. 

1(650)261-6750

MECHANIC POSITION
Mechanic Needed in Kansas 
City, Great Pay / Benefits 
Diesel/ Bus Exp Requiered SE 
Certification Preferred 
APPLY ONLINE 
www.durhamschoolservices.com

MECHANIC POSITION 
AVAILABLE
Mechanic: Work on Diesel 
Engines. Refrigeration 
Experience Plus. $24/hr 
Plus Benefits! Kansas City 
Area. Seeking Self Motivated 
Individual. 641-799-3763  

Center for rural affairs Launches Latino Farmer 
and rancher Outreach project

El Centro para Asuntos Rurales lanza 
proyecto de alcance a agricultores y 
ganaderos hispanos y latinos

Lyons, NE - The Center for Rural Affairs was 
recently awarded $305,263  through USDA’s Out-
reach Assistance to Socially Disadvantaged Farm-
ers and Ranchers (OASDFR) Competitive Grants 
Program. The funding will allow the Center  to 
improve the use of USDA programs among His-
panic and Latino farmers and ranchers in Newton 
and Barry counties in Missouri and Scottsbluff 
and Lincoln counties in Nebraska.

“The primary purpose of this project is to reach 
out to Latino farmers and ranchers and learn from 
them about the barriers they face in accessing and 
utilizing USDA programs, while also helping those 
same farmers and ranchers successfully acquire, 
own, operate and retain their farms and ranches,” 
said Rafael Martinez, the project’s outreach coordi-
nator for the Center for Rural Affairs.

The Center for Rural Affairs is partnering on 
the project with the Cambio Center at the Univer-
sity of Missouri-Columbia, the Latino Research 
Initiative at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
and Alianzas - a program of University of Missou-
ri Extension and University of Missouri-Kansas 
City Institute of Human Development. 

According to Martinez, the project partners 
also hope to learn more about the challenges Lat-
ino farmers and ranchers have encountered when 
they have tried to access a broad array of USDA 
Farm Service Agency, Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service and Rural Development programs 
in the past, and work with them to develop strat-
egies to overcoming those barriers. The project 
will result in a document that contains best prac-
tices for improving use of USDA programs by 
Hispanic/Latino producers across the country 
and create a vehicle to continue access to and uti-
lization of USDA programs by building networks 
and training from within the communities.

Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack explained 
that, "The USDA and the Obama administration 
are committed to creating opportunities for Amer-
icans from all backgrounds. Grants such as this 
will help develop programs to ensure that minor-
ity landowners have access to a full range of USDA 
programs, helping them increase their profitability 
and stay on the farm."

FYI

Lyons, NE - El Centro para Asuntos Rurales 
recientemente recibió $305,263 a través del Pro-
grama de Apoyos Competitivos del la Asistencia de 
Alcance a Agricultores y Ganaderos en Desventaja 
Social (OASDFR, por sus siglas en Inglés) del De-
partamento de Agricultura de los Estados Unidos 
(USDA). Estos fondos permitirán al Centro me-
jorar el uso de los programas del USDA entre los 
Agricultores y Ganaderos hispanos y latinos en los 
condados de Newton y Barry en Missouri, y Scotts 
Bluff y Lincoln en Nebraska. 

“El principal propósito de este proyecto es llegar 
a los agricultores y ganaderos latinos y aprender de 
ellos cuáles son las barreras que enfrentan al accesar 
y utilizar los programas de la USDA, y al mismo 
tiempo ayudarlos a adquirir, ser propietarios, op-
erar y conservar sus granjas y ranchos,” dijo Rafael 
Martínez, el coordinador de alcance del proyecto 
por parte del Centro para Asuntos Rurales.

El Centro para Asuntos Rurales está trabajando 
en conjunto con  The Cambio Center de la Uni-
versidad de Missouri-Columbia,  The Latino Re-
search Initiative de la Universidad de Nebraska-
Lincoln, y Alianzas, un programa de la Extensión 
de la Universidad de Missouri y el Instituto de 

Desarrollo Humano de la Universidad de Missou-
ri-Kansas City. 

De acuerdo con Martínez, los asociados del 
proyecto también esperan aprender más acerca de 
los retos que los agricultores latinos han enfrenta-
do en el pasado, cuando han intentado accesar a la 
amplia gama de programas que las ofrecen las agen-
cias del USDA, y trabajar con ellos para desarrollar 
estrategias para superar éstas barreras. El proyecto 
resultará en un documento que contendrá suger-
encias para mejorar el uso de los programas de la 
USDA por productores hispanos y latinos en todo 
el país. Así mismo se espera crear vehículos para 
continuar su utilización mediante la construcción 
de redes de trabajo y entrenamiento desde dentro 
de las mismas comunidades. 

El secretario de Agricultura Tom Vilsack explicó 
que “El USDA y la Administración Federal están 
comprometidos a la creación de oportunidades 
para Americanos de todos los orígenes.  Apoyos 
como éste ayudarán a desarrollar programas que 
asegurarán que los agricultores de las minorías ten-
gan accesos a un amplio rango de programas del 
USDA, ayudándolos a incrementar su rentabilidad 
y permanecer en la granja.”  

O n e 
month ago a 
K-State/Ne-
braska game 
in Lincoln 
did not seem 

like it would be a game of 
much interest. Exactly four 
weeks ago the Wildcats were 
the biggest disappointment 
in the conference with a 1-4 
record and seemingly in com-
plete disarray. Nebraska was 
a team playing as good a de-
fense as anyone in the coun-
try but couldn’t get enough 
offense to be among the lead-
ers in the Big XII.

So why now did any-
one care about the game on 
Wednesday among two old 
rivals which would represent 
their last regular season con-
ference clash? Both teams 
are nearing the end of their 
conference season only one 
game behind Missouri in the 
race for the fourth spot in the 
league which brings with it a 
first round bye in the Big XII 
tournament and a near certain 
NCAA Tournament berth.

Conventional wisdom says 
the league will get no less 
than five and no more than 
six invitations to the big 
dance. Only Texas and Kan-
sas are locks at this point. 
Texas A&M is close to a 
lock and Missouri will get in 
provided they do not crum-
ble down the stretch. That 
leaves one or two spots avail-
able with three teams tied for 

fifth place with a 6-6 mark. 
Baylor is one and the other 
two are KSU and NU.

How did K-State get back 
into the top half of the league? 
It appears a young Wildcats 
squad is starting to hit their 
stride. Providing playing time 
to freshmen Will Spradling 
and Shane Southwell has 
been a pain at times for Head 
Coach Frank Martin and his 
staff but they had little choice. 
Besides Senior Guard Jacob 
Pullen the other choices at 
guard for Martin are sopho-
mores Rodney McGruder and 
Martavious Young.  McGrud-
er has emerged as a second pe-
rimeter option to Pullen and 
even took a game ending shot 
which went in but just after 
the buzzer in Colorado dur-
ing the only loss in the purple 
pride’s last five games.

Off the court distractions 
seem to be in Manhattan’s 
mirror at this time leaving 
the team to fully focus on the 
court. Suspensions for Pul-
len and fellow Senior Curtis 
Kelly caused a raucous during 
non-conference play and the 
decisions of Forwards Freddy 
Asprilla and Wally Judge to 
no longer be part of the team 
forced a forging of remaining 
team members. 

Without those players who 
Martin heavily counted upon 
going into this year his team 
is still the top offensive re-
bounding team in the confer-

ence. It’s no surprise to see K-
State crashing the boards but 
to see them so effective while 
being undermanned is a tes-
tament to their resolve. An-
other item in the same ball-
park as last year’s elite eight 
team that has gone unnoticed 
or underappreciated is Jacob 
Pullen. Tabbed the preseason 
league player of the year peo-
ple were disappointed when 
Pullen did not morph his stats 
into those of Michael Beasley 
or Kevin Durant. 

Having to take over a lot 
more responsibility handling 
the ball and being a team 
leader Pullen has been solid. 
He ranks third in the league 
with 19.2 points per game 
going into the Nebraska 
game. He also is in the top 
ten in the Big XII in assists 
and steals. Pullen poured in 
38 points against Kansas to 
give his club their second win 
at home against KU in his 
four years (no other Wildcats 
player since the 1980’s can 
say that).

Facing a Cornhuskers team 
who has won three in a row 
punctuated by extracting a 
piece of flesh from the hated 
(and likely national number 
one) Horns will be a tall task 
on the road. But for those 
wanting to see excitement in 
the league this matchup is the 
beginning of a stretch that 
determines who lands where 
in Kansas City and beyond.

SPORTS

JOHN 
SILVA

Cats clawing their way towards KC

www.kchispanicnews.com

Art Instructor
For more info:www.mcckcjobs.com 

EOE/AA

THEMING WORK – HOLLYWOOD CASINO at KC SPEEDWAY
MBE/WBE/LBE/ Invitation to Bid:

• BP #  RDC-1- Casino Millwork
• BP #  RDC-2- Themed Cast Materials
• BP #  RDC-3- Glass Systems
• BP #  RDC-4- Architectural Metals

PROPOSAL DUE DATE:  MONDAY, March 21, 2011, @4:00PM  PST

Recreation Development Company LLC, is soliciting bids for work related to the Casino 
Theming on the Hollywood Casino at Kansas Speedway project in Kansas City KS. 
Bid Documents will be available for review at Recreation Development Company LLC’s 
main office and FTP site. Turner’s main office, The Builder Association, FW Dodge, 
Reed Construction Data, NAWIC, Mid America Minority Business Development Counsel, 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Greater KC, Hispanic Organization of Justice and 
Equality, ISQFT. Hispanic Contractors Association of Greater KC, Minority Contractors 
Association, National Native American Chamber of Commerce, KCHACE, and AGC of 
MO-Jefferson City.  All bids documents for this project will be posted at www.turner-kc.
com/Casino and may be purchased from KC Blueprint (phone 913 788 5003) or www.
kcblueprint.com.

Please contact Kayne Siler at  ksiler@rdcnv.com, for access to these documents via the 
RDC FTP site.  

Bidding questions should be submitted in writing to Joe Campobasso at jcampobasso@
rdcnv.com.  Answers will be posted on the FRP site

Sealed bids shall be submitted to:
Recreation Development Company LLC
Attn: Joe Campobasso
3255 Losee Road
North Las Vegas, NV 89030
702 399 7955

EHR Implementation 
Specialist

Primaris is seeking 
a full- or part-time 

EHR Implementation 
Specialist to assist 

physician offices located 
in Western Missouri 

with implementing and 
using electronic health 
records. For complete 
job requirements, visit  

www.primaris.org/
employment. A 

completed employment 
application is required 
and available via our 

website or by request at 
573-817-8300 ext. 202. 

Deadline: 03/10/11. 

EOE

Seasonal
The City of Overland Park has 
temporary positions available 
at the Deanna Rose Children’s 

Farmstead.  To apply, go to www.opkansas.org. 
EO/M/F/D/V
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Homes for Rent/Sale
3 bedroom 1 bath-23rd and 
Oakley. Newly remodeled. For rent or sale. 
4 bedroom, 2 bath-Hardesty and Truman area. 
Newly remodeled. For rent or sale. 

Casas para renta / venta 
3 recamaras, 1 baño-23rd y Oakley. Remodelado. 
Para renta o venta. 4 recamaras 3 baños. 
Hardesty y Truman region. Remodelado.
Llamen/ Call Chuck Quesenberry  
(816) 645-3399

1 Month Free
$99 Deposit

$470.00 1 bedroom     $495.00 2 bedroom
Virginia Lane Apts, Olathe, KS

816-331-0167
www.billynrobbnsmanagement.com

WHY 
RENT 
WHEN 

YOU CAN OWN?
 

$995.00 Moves you in! NO credit check! 
NO banks! NO payments for 30 days!

2 and 3 bedrooms ready now! 
$595.00 per month!

816-835-1008

ROAD WORK
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Paper bids not exceeding a monetary value of $250,000 and electronic bids submitted 
through the BidExpress website for constructing or improving Route V, Job J4P2329, 
Jackson County, will be received by the Commission until 11:00 o’clock a.m. (prevailing local 
time) on 3/18/2011. Paper bids not exceeding a monetary value of $250,000 addressed to: 

STATE OF MISSOURI, acting by and through
THE MISSOURI HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
Jefferson City, Missouri 

Will be received at the office of the Secretary to the Commission in the Missouri Department of 
Transportation Central Office Building, 105 West Capitol Avenue, Jefferson City, Missouri.
The proposed work includes:      Resurfacing, Opt. Pavt. widening, pavement repair & signals on the above 
state road from s/o Rte 40 to Rte 350 in Kansas City, the total length of the improvement being 4,917 miles. 

Special Needs: If you have special needs addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act, please 
notify Pamela Harlan, Secretary to the Commission, at (573) 751-2824 or through Missouri relay 
System, TDD 1-800-735-2966, at least five (5) working days prior to the bid opening you plan to 
attend.
The wage rates applicable to this project have been predetermined as required by law and are 
set forth in the appendices. When federal wage rates are applicable and included, this contract is 
subject to the “Work Hours Act of 1962,”(P.L. 87-581,76 State. 357) an implementing regulations. 

By virtue of statutory authority, preference shall be given on other than Federal Aid Projects, to 
materials, products, supplies, provisions, and other articles, produced, manufactured, made or 
grown within the state of Missouri, where same are of a suitable character and can be obtained 
at reasonable market prices in the state and are of a quality suited to the purpose intended 
and can be secured without additional cost over foreign products or products of other states. 

The commission hereby notifies all bidders that will affirmatively insure that in any contract entered 
into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity 
to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds 
of race, color, religion, creed, sex, age, ancestry, or national origin in consideration for an award. 

Plans and specifications may be inspected in the offices of the Commission at Jefferson City, 
or the district engineer at Lees Summit, Missouri. Plans may also be viewed on the Internet 
at http://modot.indoxservices.com/. Complete instructions to bidders and bidding documents 
may be obtained at the Jefferson City office. All questions concerning the bid document 
preparation shall be directed to the Central Office-Design Division at (573) 751-2876. 

Bids must be on forms provided.
The right is reserved to reject any or all bids.
THE MISSOURI HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
Chief Engineer   

CALL FOR PROPOSALS
The Mid-America Regional Council is accepting proposals 
for public transit and human services transportation projects 
to be funded through two Federal Transit Administration 
programs: Job Access and Reverse Commute, and New 
Freedom. Proposals must be submitted electronically 
by April 20, 2011, by 12 p.m. CST. For details about 
the programs and application process, visit www.marc.
org/transportation/specialtrans.htm. Direct questions to 
Stewart Nelson or Ron Achelpohl, 816-474-4240, Mid-
America Regional Council, 600 Broadway, Suite 200 , 
Kansas City , MO 64105 .

NOTICE OF
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The Tax Increment Financing Commission of Kansas City, Missouri 
(Commission) is requesting proposals from qualified professional 
Consulting Firms to perform an Operational Audit of the Tax Increment 
Financing Commission of Kansas City, MO.  The audit will include 
a review and evaluation of the organizational structure, policies/
procedures, internal controls and risk management. 

The Commission encourages participation by Professionals who have 
been certified as a Women’s Business Enterprise (“WBE”) and Minority 
Business Enterprise (“MBE”) by the Kansas City, Missouri Human 
Relations Department.  If a Professional needs to contract with other 
companies in order to provide the required services, the Professional is 
encouraged to consider entering into such contracts with companies 
certified as MBE and/or WBE by the Human Relations Department.  
Please contact the Human Relations Department at (816) 513-1803 for 
a list of certified Consulting Firms. 

Proposal Packets will be available beginning at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, 
February 28 at the Economic Development Corporation, 1100 Walnut, 
Suite 1700, Kansas City, Missouri 64106.  Questions regarding the 
Proposal Packets shall be directed to Jessica Middleton by email at 
jmiddleton@edckc.com, a minimum of five business days prior to the 
submission deadline date.  Submissions will be due by 4:00 p.m., 
Friday, April 8, 2011.  Submissions received after 4:00 p.m. on that 
date will not be considered.  The TIF Commission reserves the right to 
accept or reject any or all submissions. 

The Tax Increment Financing Commission encourages eligible minority 
owned businesses and women owned businesses to become certified 
with the City of Kansas City, Missouri, the Missouri Department of 
Transportation and the Kansas Department of Transportation.

"SBE/WBE/MBE
INVITATION TO BID

Foley Company will be accepting subcontract 
and/or material bids on the following Projects: 
KCMO’s Middle Blue River Basin Green 
Solutions Pilot Project & Northland Mobile 
Home Park Pump StationBids: Middle Blue 
River Basin: 3/1/2011 & Northland Mobile 
Home Park: 3/8/2011 Send bids to Foley                                                                                                         
Company @ 7501 Front Street, KCMO, 64120. 
Tel: 816/241-3335, Fax:  816/231-5762.”

McCownGordon Construction, LLC is soliciting 
contractor bids and/or proposals for the Ameristar 
Casino - Hotel Addition project in Kansas City, 
MO.  Our firm strongly encourages MBE/WBE 
participation and certified firms are strongly 
encouraged to submit their bids and/or proposals.  
McCownGordon Construction, LLC is an EOE.  
All bids are due no later than 2:00 PM on Friday, 
March 4, 2011.  Plans will be available for viewing 
at the McCownGordon plan room, 422 Admiral 
Blvd, Kansas City MO 64116.  Please contact 
Scott Kimzey or Brad Wilson for any work scopes 
questions regarding this project.  Office: 816-960-
1111 Fax: 816-960-1182

Drivers: Regional. Paid Hourly: 
16.50/hr! 1week Pd. Vacation 
after 1yr Employment. 6 Paid 
Holidays! Health Insurance 
after  90 days! CDL-A, 2yrs 
Exp. 641-799-3763 

Drivers Opening 
Drivers: Teams Needed to 
run Preloaded, Drop/Hook 
Scheduled Lane Freight. 
Avg. 5100-6200 mi/wk & 

Get Home Weekly 

Drivers: CO & O/OP'S
Home Weekly Plenty of Freight, 
Bonuses. Van or Flatbed 
CDL-A, 2yrs Exp. Req.
866-946-4322

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED
Driver Trainees Needed! 
WERNER is hiring- No 

CDL, No Problem!
Training avail w/Roadmaster! 

Call Now! 866-467-8084

Drivers Wanted: B & W 
Dedicated loads from MI to KS 
100% no touch Auto Freight 
Average 2500- 3000 miles per 
week Requirements 1999 or 
newer tractor CDL-A 18 months 
exp 800-325-7884 ext 4

Drivers: Flatbed
Home Every Weekend! 
Regional Operations Health, 
Pd. Vacation/Holidays. 401k. 
CDL-A; 1 yr Exp. Show Me 
Trucking: 800-824-3822

Drivers Opening 
Drivers: Teams Needed to 
run Preloaded, Drop/Hook 
Scheduled Lane Freight. 
Avg. 5100-6200 mi/wk & Get 
Home Weekly with Werner 
Enterprises: 1-866-823-0353

DRIVERS WANTED
Drivers: OTR, Vans.

Dedicated Account. Top 
Pay & Benefits.  48 states. 

CDL-A 800-625-5292

Triple Crown Services an all 
owner operator company 
needs you! WE offer a 
stable environment. Our 
own rail terminal. Good 
rates New rates coming  
2011.Lease purchase 
opportunities. 
And much more.Call today 
800-756-7433 
Or visit on line 
www.triplecrownsvc.com

DRIVERS 
WANTED

PRINT SHOP CLERK
PART-TIME 

The ATA seeking a print shop clerk.  Requires good attendance + HS/GED & trade 
apprenticeship in the area of print shop and finishing.  Knowledge of paper products, 
offset press, power paper cutter, plate maker, arc light, power folding machine, 
collator and spiral binding machine.  Proficient in MS Outlook and Word, Requires 
Pre-employment exam physical & drug screen. 

Qualified applicants should submit an application by 3/11/2011.  Download app at 
www.kcata.org Email scanned application to jobs@kcata.org, or mail to KCATA, 1200 
East 18th St. KCMO 64108  

EE/AA.

Drivers
Driver: Company CDL-A 
$1,500.00 Sign on bonus 
Assigned newer trucks 
w-APU’s 
Dry Van, Flatbed and 
Intermodal Positions 
Benefits/Bonuses Big 
company freight/ 
Small company respect.
Connie 866-374-8487

WEB/GRAPHIC 
DESIGNER

Kansas State University Communications & Marketing 
seeks a talented self-starter for full-time opening as Web/
Graphic Designer. Creative and visionary designer will work 
with a team in design of an integrated K-State Web and 
print presence. Screening begins 3-18-11. More information:  
http://www.k-state.edu/vpcm/jobs/

K-State is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. Background check required.

Attention OWNER 
OPERATORS

Earn up to $200,000/yr. NO 
Upfront Costs! Home Weekly. 

25YOA, 2yrs OTR, CDL-A
866-946-4322 

www.fcc-inc.com
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“When I was a commissioner 
I had my finger on everything 
that was going on.  Times have 
changed for the whole world and 
the local government needs to 
have strong leadership.  I have 
been there before so I know how 
the commission operates.  I de-
cided to run again because I knew 
I could do a better job,” he said.

If he is re-elected as commis-
sioner, his key points are to bal-
ance the budget, keep jobs in the 
community, maintain the basics 
such as fire and police, street de-
partment and he wants to see af-
fordable housing and affordable 
utilities in his district.

“I don’t think raising taxes 
is the answer.  People living on 
fixed incomes are the ones that 
are punished the most,” he said.

When he served as commis-
sioner before, he was proud of 
bringing the Phoenix Movie 
Theatre to Village West.  He 
wants to work again to bring 
business and jobs to the city.

“Every commissioner has a 
main interest in their district 
but as a commissioner at large, 
it is their leadership that pulls it 
all together with the Mayor and 
the City Administrator, we come 
together in a functional com-
mission and we have to work to-
gether.  A leader will strive to get 
everybody on board.  We have 
to do what is best for the whole 
county not just one particular 
district,” said Gilstrap.

He has served as a Past Chair-
man on the Board of Trustees at 
the Kansas City, Kansas Com-
munity College, he was Chair-
man for the Public Works and 
Safety Standing Committee, and 
a Team System Facilitator, and 
he has served as Chairman for 
the Administration and Human 
Services Standing Committee.

“I wasn’t finish yet when I 
lost four years ago.  To myself 
I thought I was a good servant 
to the community, a good com-
missioner, and I was available to 
help solve problems within the 
community.  I want to return 
to the Commissioners seat and 
work for the entire community,” 
explained Gilstrap.

Incumbent  
Commissioner  
Mark Holland

As the current Commissioner 
At-Large District 1, Mark Hol-
land hopes that his commission 
work will speak for itself and his 
constituents will re-elect him for 
a second term.

“I am a fourth generation 
Wyandotte Countian and 
third generation pastor in 
our community.  I have been 
humbled by the opportunity 
to support dynamic econom-
ic growth and healthy living 
throughout our community.  
I have also been humbled 
to help lead our community 
through the most challenging 
economic times in genera-
tions,” he said.

Holland currently serves 
on the Mayor’s Task Force on 
Healthy Communities, the KCK 
Community College Advance-
ment Council; the Mayor’s Task 
Force on Law Enforcement and 
is the Police and Fire Chaplain.

In 2009 he received his Doc-
tor of Ministry at Saint Paul 
School of Theology and in 1997 
he received his Masters of Divin-
ity at IIiff School of Theology in 
Denver, Colorado.

Janice (Grant) Witt
Cohesiveness is a key point 

that Janice Witt hopes to bring 
to the board of commissioners 
if she is elected.  “The standard 
issues are here in District 1, the 
taxes are too high, the education 
is substandard in many ways, 
the infrastructure, the country 
is experiencing economic hard-
ship across the board and we are 
bearing the burden here as well,” 
said Witt.

Witt’s vision for the city is to 
have a healthy environment for 
the city’s children, small busi-
ness growth, industry, clean safe 
streets, happy residents and home 
ownership.  According to Witt, 
she wants to drive home the point 
that caring for the elderly and hav-
ing a strong educational support 
in the community should be a 
foundation for the community.

“We are a compassionate peo-
ple, we give and celebrate with our 
whole hearts and I am passionate 
for this community.  The people 
are the reason I am running for of-
fice, not politics,” she said.

As a commissioner if elected, 
she would work to bring the 
board of commissioners together 
to work as a team on the key is-
sues the city is facing.

The General Elections Can-
didates for Commissioner will 
be decided on Tuesday, April 5.  
Voters will decide who will be 
their next commissioners in Dis-
trict 2, 3, and 6 at that time.

Current Commissioner Bill 
Miller has decided not to seek 
re-election.  The candidate for 
Commissioner of District 2, Bri-
an McKiernan is running unop-
posed for the district seat.

Brian McKiernan
Newcomer to the political 

scene in Kansas City, Kansas 
Brian McKiernan decided to 
step into the commissioner seat 
for his district.  

“I am a lifelong resident of 
Kansas City, Kansas and I am a 
third generation of my family to 
live here.  I think it is a great place 
to raise a family, for kids to get an 
education and it is a place that I 
want to stay,” said McKiernan.

  Running unopposed, he will 
be serving a district that is about 
52 percent Hispanic, 32 percent 
Caucasian and 12 percent Afri-
can American.  Although he is 
not bi-lingual, he feels that it is a 
language that he needs to learn.  

“We have a tremendous His-
panic population in the 2nd 
District and first we need to wel-
come this population to our city 
and second is to educate.  We 
have a large immigrant popula-
tion and we need to educate the 
people who come in about how 
the city and the government 
operate so that they make good 
choices and they are aware of ex-
pectations or laws,” he said.

McKiernan’s dad came to the 
United States from Ireland and 
settled in Kansas City.  He told 

Hispanic News that his dad knew 
more about civics and American 
history than he did because he 
studied intently in preparation 
for his citizenship.  “We should 
work towards providing for the 
new immigrant the same thing 
that previous immigrants have 
been provided.  That is to be 
welcome, to find a job and to 
learn about and become a citizen 
of the United States.”

As he campaigns towards the 
general election, he will be ask-
ing three questions of his con-
stituents.  What do they think 
are the challenges they face in 
District 2; what do they think the 
opportunities are for the district 
and if they could do one thing 
that they believe would have the 
biggest positive impact on their 
neighborhood what would it be

The role of commissioner 
will be his first political office.  
Although his background is in 
education and he has been a 
lifelong learner, he feels that his 
role as a concerned citizen who 
wants the best for the city and 
the county will help him succeed 
in his newly elected role.

He hopes to build on the eco-
nomic growth that the city has 
begun to see.  “I think that KCK 
and Wyandotte County have 
done a great job in the last 15 
years in becoming a destination 
for businesses, we have had great 
growth in restaurants, retail, 
sports, white collar and manu-
facturing, especially in the urban 
core.  I think we need to contin-
ue to become a destination for 
families,” he said.

He wants to see good looking 
and good functioning neighbor-
hoods.  The Unified Govern-
ment projects of improving the 
curbs, the streets and sidewalks 
has been a positive asset to the 
neighborhoods and he wants to 
see that trend continue.  

“Families are looking for a 
great house that is affordable 
in a nice neighborhood with a 
good infrastructure.  We want 
safe neighborhoods as well.  The 
police department and the UG 
have done a great job over the 
past 20 years as the crime rate 
has continued to come down.  
That is fantastic and we need to 
keep after that because we have 
young families who move in and 
want to start their family and 
they want to feel safe so that they 
will stay here, build their homes 
and families here and stay here,” 
he said.

Commissioner District 3

Incumbent  
Ann Murguia

Currently serving as the 3rd 
District Commissioner, Ann 
Murguia was elected in 2007.  
During her four year term, she 
has worked to bring improve-
ments to her district by imple-
menting a curb and sidewalk pro-
gram for home owners and new 
homes have replaced vacant lots.

A grocery store that has sat va-
cant for years in her district has 
now been torn down and a new 
Argentine library will be built 
on the site.  

Murguia is the Executive Di-
rector of the Argentine Neigh-
borhood Development Associa-
tion (ANDA).  As the Executive 
Director she is responsible for 
the day to day operations for 
the organization. She gained her 
experience by working at Com-
munity Housing of Wyandotte 
County (CHWC) as Director of 
Development and then as Chief 
Operating Officer

While working for CHWC 
she developed strategies to 
streamline operations, improve 
cash flow and improve commu-
nity organizations in CHWC’s 
service area, managed funding 
requests as well as compliance 
with funders’ requests and build-
ing requirements.

She is a member of the Argen-
tine Activities Association, the 
Villa Argentina Neighborhood 
Association and a former Com-
missioner for the Kansas City, 
Kansas Housing Authority.  She 
has a Bachelor's degree from Ot-
tawa University and she received 
her MBA from Baker University.

Josie Tanner-Sailler
Growing up in the Argentine 

community of Kansas City, Kan-
sas and a third generation Dotte, 
Josie Tanner-Sailler hopes to 
help her community work to-
gether.  “My heart has always 
been in Wyandotte County and 
I have lived in other places but 
I always came back to my com-
munity.  We moved back here 
five years ago and I want to help 
the citizens of District 3 and the 
entire Wyandotte County area,” 
she said.

As she has been talking with 
her constituents she understands 
that her district and the other dis-
tricts in the city have been going 
through tough economic times.  
Her goal for District 3 is to have 
better infrastructure, attract busi-
nesses back into the community, 
and have better parks and safety 
for seniors and children.

“We need shopping that is clos-
er not only for our seniors in the 
neighborhood but also for those 
who don’t have a car.  I would 
love to see a grocery store but it 
is not going to happen overnight.  
Not having a neighborhood gro-
cery store is a concern for many 
citizens,” said Sailler.

If she is elected commissioner, 
she hopes to bring teamwork to 
the position and would like to 
work together with the commis-
sioner of District 6 since the two 
districts are neighbors.

“Positivity breeds positivity.  
I believe that success breeds 
success and we need to start 
working together, it is one of 
my key points.  I would like 
to see programs for small and 
large businesses, safety and 
activities for children and sen-
iors.  Our crime rate contin-
ues to drop and I commend 
the police for the great work 
they are doing and I support 
the fire department for doing 
what they do to keep our com-
munity safe,” she said.

If elected as Commissioner, 
this will become a full time job 
for Sailler. She has been encour-
aged by the new homes and 
sidewalks that have been going 
in district three but she wants 
to expand the improvements 
to additional neighborhoods in 
the community.  Constituents 
are concerned about homes that 
have been foreclosed; they want 
park improvements, safety in 
the community and retail stores 
within walking distance.

“We have to work together 
and I would like to see us 
bring in family events that 
would bring people into the 
community and businesses.  I 
believe that the key to success 
is hard work and having your 
heart into everything that you 
do.  I hope I get the chance 
to be able to help the com-
munity.  All I can promise is 
that I will listen and I will put 
my entire heart into doing the 
best that I can for District 3,” 
she said.

Commissioner District 4

Karlean M.H. 
Kramer 

Neighbors encouraged Kar-
lean Kramer to run for the open 
Commissioner Seat in District 4.  
As a community activist in her 
neighborhood, they felt that she 
had their best interest at heart 
and she would work to bring 
improvements into the district.

“My husband and I sat down 
and talked about my strengths 
and weaknesses and I had spent 
18 months attending commis-
sion meetings to learn how 
things work just so I could help 
my neighborhood out.  The op-
portunity to try to do that on a 
bigger chunk of the city is not 
the kind of thing you pass up,” 
she said.

She has been helping to 
clean up vacant properties in 
her neighborhood.  After years 
of having a vacant lot on her 
street, she took matters into 
her own hands and learned 
what steps she had to take to 
acquire the property.

 “I was successful for getting 
an empty lot that the taxes had 
not been paid on for over 18 
years.  I was able to buy it from 
the county land bank and we are 
turning it into a community gar-
den,” she said.

According to Kramer there 
are about 600 properties in 
the district that need to be 
cleaned up or are sitting in the 
land bank.  Many times neigh-
bors would like to see the lots 
cleaned up but they don’t know 
the process on how to get the 
lot cleaned up or how to ac-
quire the abandon property.

“As Commissioner one of the 
things I would like to do is that 
people would know what the 
process is and get these prop-
erties into the hands of people 
who know what to do with 
them. We are turning ours into 
a garden, there maybe some 
people who want some extra 
yard space,” she said.

She is running a grass roots 
campaign going door to door to 
speak with the constituents in her 
district.  “I ask myself can I ana-
lyze, can I make tough decisions, 
and yes I work in a middle school,  
that is one tough decision all day 
long, can I communicate with 
different people, can I listen for 
not what they say but the truth 
for what they are saying behind 
their question,” she said.

Her goal for her district is to 
begin to seek ways to get the 
600 properties that are sitting 
in the city’s land bank turned 
from vacant or trash strewn 
lots into valuable property once 
again.  She would love to see 
these properties cleaned up and 
used as either a yard extension 
or sell it to someone who wants 
to build a house in the neigh-
borhood.  “We need retail, we 
need grocery stores, and if busi-
nesses think no one lives here, 
they won’t come.  We have to 
rebuild our neighborhood areas, 
they have died out and we need 
to rebuild their attraction to get 
families to move here.  We have a 
lot of rental properties here and 
people move in and out every six 
months to a year.  We need to 
build that sense of community 
again,” she stated.

If she is elected as Commis-
sioner she plans to implement 
team work into helping her re-
solve the issues that face the 
fourth district.  According to 
Karlean, the fourth district of-
fers families easy access to high-
ways that can take the residents 
anywhere in Kansas City, Kansas 
or they can travel into Johnson 

County or Kansas City, Missouri 
in short travel times.

“We have much work to do to 
clean up those areas with blight, 
revitalize our housing stock, offer 
affordable housing and we need 
to work to bring business and 
shopping into the area.  This will 
be a challenge and I want to be a 
part of that work,” said Karlean.

Commissioner  
District 6

Incumbent  
Commissioner  

Pat Pettey
Since 1997, constituents in 

District 6 have voted for Com-
missioner Pat Pettey and she 
hopes to serve her community 
for another four years after the 
general election.  “I really thank 
the people of the 6th district 
for having the faith and confi-
dence in me and to continue to 
re-elect me.  I have always had 
the best interest of the 6th dis-
trict at heart and I continue to 
take every opportunity I can to 
remind the Mayor and the com-
missioners of the needs of the 
6th district.  I want to say to my 
constituents that I am proud to 
be their commissioner and I am 
looking forward to working with 
them and for them over the next 
four years,” she said.

She chose to run for a fifth 
term because she wants to see 
projects and programs that she 
has been instrumental in bring-
ing to the community to com-
pletion. “One major project that 
I am involved in very deeply in 
is the Dotte promise.  I believe 
our youth are our future and if 
they don’t have the belief that 
they can go to college and that 
college is a necessity for their 
livelihood, then our community 
will not improve,” she said.

Serving her community has 
been a natural fit for Pettey as her 
parents volunteered their time to 
their community, their church 
and their children’s school.  “I 
can’t remember when I didn’t have 
that kind of role model for myself. 
As an adult you took an interest in 
your community and you made 
yourself a part of helping to make 
things happen,” said Pettey.

She has projects on her agenda 
for her district, but the tough 
economic times have district 
projects on the back burner for 
city leaders.  Public safety is a key 
issue throughout the city and the 
board of commissioners had to 
take a look at aging fire stations 
that were in need of new roofs, 
accommodations for male and 
female fire fighters and replacing 
heating and cooling units.  

Although the last four years 
had the Unified Government 
tightening their belts, Pettey has 
had projects for her district be-
gin.  Sidewalks have been going 
in along Gibbs Road, 47th Street, 
42nd Street and County Line 
road.  Along 47th and Shawnee 
Drive, the Apple Market store 
will become a Sun Fresh Gro-
cery store and new businesses 
are moving into the vacant office 
space next to the grocery store.

She has worked closely with 
the Turner Recreation Commis-
sion to help them locate a facility 
within the district.  Once Turner 
Recreation had its own facility, 
they were able to expand their 
recreational programs.

As the Unified Government 
tighten their belts, they also 
asked employees to take 15 days 
of furloughs and put a freeze 
on pay raises.  “I will say we 
had a great budget director, we 
have good staff and a county 
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administrator that is conserva-
tive.  Looking at the bottom 
line, it does make it very hard to 
move forward with projects that 
are district specific.  Budget cuts 
cause us to look at what do we 
need to be doing to cause eco-
nomic growth that will impact 
the whole community over time.  
It is hard and in the Turner dis-
trict we pushed projects back two 
years.  Every project I can think 
of had to be pushed back because 
of the economy,” stated Pettey.

As she campaigns in her dis-
trict, she has listened to the 
concerns her constituents have 
about home foreclosures, they 
want neighborhoods to be sta-
ble, they want a fire department 
close by, they want to have good 
police protection and have a sta-
ble school district.

A section of Argentine is in 
Pettey’s district and she told 
Hispanic News that they need 
to look at ways to bring in busi-
nesses into the community.  
When the new library is built, 
she feels that will entice busi-
nesses to look at Argentine to 
open up store fronts.  “We don’t 
have a Village West right there to 
make it happen for the Argentine 
community but we are going to 
have to look at ways to make it 
happen,” she said.

She doesn’t think that the 
growth out in the western sec-
tion of the city has caused the 
other districts to be neglected.  
District 2 saw the former truck 
stop at I-70 and 18th street torn 
down and replaced with a thriv-
ing grocery store and retail shop-
ping area.

“We should be really proud 
that a lot is happening out west 
because that kind of excitement 
and growth has put us on the 
map as a city and a county that 
has been remaking themselves 
and we have so much going on 
in economic growth during these 
hard times,” she said.

Pettey currently serves as Chair-
person of the Homeless Con-
tinuum of Care, she is the Chair-
person on the Mayors Council 
Against Domestic Violence, and 
is a member of the Neighborhood 
and Community Development 
Standing Committee and the Ad-
ministration and Human Services 
Standing Committee.

She is a retired teacher in the 
Turner School District 202 and 
received her Bachelor and Mas-
ter Education degree from the 
University of Kansas and an Ad-
ministration Certification from 
Emporia State University.

Angela Markley
This is the first time that An-

gela Markley has campaigned 
for a political office.  She was 
appointed by the Turner School 
Board to serve as Chair of the 
Turner Recreation Commission.  
She decided to step into the po-
litical ring because she wanted to 
see improvements, increase serv-
ices and economic development 
coming to the 6th district.

“We need to put in the extra 
effort to recruit businesses into 
our area.  We need to approach 
businesses and say we want you 
to come into our community,” 
she said.

Markley wants to see curbs 
and sidewalks put into the com-
munity.  “There are programs 
out there to get sidewalks where 
residents have to fund part of 
the sidewalks cost so we need to 
look at doing some fundraising 
so that we can do the match pro-
gram with the government and 
get sidewalks done,” she said.

She would like to see retail 
businesses move into the 6th 
district as well as a new grocery 
store. She sees the demograph-
ics of the district changing to 

a younger generation moving 
into the community.  As she has 
been meeting with people to 
talk about the sixth district, she 
has found that key issues with 
them are neighborhood infra-
structures, curbs and sidewalks, 
drainage problems, and afford-
able housing.

“One of the most important 
duties of our government is to 
provide police protection and 
emergency protection and peo-
ple are always concerned that we 
have these services and we need 
to work hard to fund that even 
in these tough economic times,” 
said Markley.

If elected as Commissioner, 
she will strive to bring the com-
missioners together to work as 
a team.  “I don’t think the com-
mission can be successful if you 
work individually, it truly works 
when everyone works together,” 
she explained.

Education is a passion for her 
and she works hard to encour-
age students to pursue a college 
degree.  She began Share the 
Bear, Inc. a not-for-profit or-
ganization, she created to help 
prepare and mentor Turner 
High School students as they 
prepare for college.

She graduated summa cum 
laude with a bachelor’s degree in 
communication from Pittsburg 
State University and in 2006 
she graduated cum laude from 
Washburn University School of 
Law.  Markley is licensed to prac-
tice law in Kansas and Missouri 
and is currently employed in the 
legal department of Windstream 
Communications in Overland 
Park, Kansas.

If elected as Commissioner, 
Markley said, “I am willing to 
work hard.  I am going to be 
there to do more than just vote 
on the agenda items.  I want to 
listen to the constituents con-
cerns and make sure that I am 
addressing them.  I am going to 
look to my community to let me 
know what they think are the 
most important issues and that 
they are addressed.  We need to 
be number one on our own list.  
We need to make ourselves a pri-
ority and we need to make sure 
that we are getting the services 
that we as taxpayers are paying 
for,” she said. 
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Other offices 
that will be on 
the ballot are:

Register of Deeds:  
Nancy Burns and 

Incumbent 
Bre’Anne Hernandez

Board of Public 
Utilities Offices 
Member, District 1    
Robert Milan, Sr. 

Member, District 3   
(Primary Required) 

Jeff Bryant,  
Terry Drake, and 

Incumbent  
John Pettey 

 At Large Position 3  
Incumbent  

Terry Edison

Kansas City Kan-
sas Community 

College Board of 
Trustees (No Primary 
Required)  Incumbent  

Donald Ash,  
Eleanor Clark,  

Incumbent  
Ray Daniels,  

David Duckers, 
Catherine Durham 

and Incumbent  
Mary Ann Flunder, 

Janice McIntyre, La-
Vert Murray,  

Thomas TJ Rear-
don, and Incumbent 

Clyde Townsend.

Unified School 
District’s Board 

of Education 
(No Primary)

 
Turner USD202 

Candidates are In-
cumbent Randy 
Beery, Becky Bil-

ligmeier, Matthew 
Marine, Incumbent 
Therese Tillery and 
Incumbent Sherrie 

Watkins-Alvey.
 

KCK USD500  
Candidates are:   

Incumbent  
George Breidenthal, 

Incumbent  
Brenda Jones,  

Incumbent  
Richard Kaminski, 

Christal Watson and 
Incumbent  

Gloria Willis.
 

Piper USD203 
 Candidates are 

 Incumbent  
Thomas Beebe,  

Incumbent  
Neal Palmer, Incum-
bent Jeffery Sanders, 

Shawn Shipp,  
Incumbent  

Lisa Sullivan and 
Richard Tatro.

 
Bonner Springs 

USD204 Candidates 
are Jeffery Barger, 

LeAnn Carver-Jones, 
Incumbent  

Olliea Jarrett,  
Timothy McGinnis, 

Incumbent  
David Pierce,  

Troy Thompson and 
Patricia Welicky.
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Cris Medina, president and CEO of Guadalupe Centers Inc.’ was excited as 
he talked to Hispanic News about the Tony Aguirre Invitational, a memorial 
basketball tournament named after Tony Aguirre the late athletic director of GCI. 
The tournament took place this past weekend with 18 teams from Illinois, Iowa 
Nebraska, Kansas and Missouri.
“This is the 59th year of this tournament. We are the oldest, continuous operating 
basketball tournament in the Midwest. We are very proud of that title. This is one 
of the premier tournaments,” said Medina.
He credits the success of the tournament to the community support it receives. 
“People love the hospitality of the community. It is great that people come out 
and support these tournaments. Many times we go to other tournaments and 
there are not a lot of people that go out and watch the games. This is the one time 
a year that our people can play with their peers with an audience. 
Player ages ranged from the teens to 40’s. Medina says that in the future they will 
push to have an open invitation and then provide a 40 and over bracket. They 
tried this year but did not get enough teams.
The games started Saturday morning. Games were played in two locations, Tony 
Aguirre Community Center and Penn Valley with the final Sunday at Penn Valley 
community college. The teams held a wrap up party with refreshments and 
dancing at La Fonda Taqueria. 
This year’s tournament winner was the team Orgullo from Chicago.

Teams compete in premier gCi Tournament 

El 29 de Enero de 2011, Martha Guadalupe Bañuelos recibio 
la bienvenida del Padre Al Eubach en Scared Heart/
Iglesia de Guadalupe para recibir su santo sacramento 
del bautismo, rodeada por sus padres Arturo y Marcela,  
y sus padrinos Louis Oropeza y Dora Fonseco.  Luego, la 
familia Bañuelos y amigos se reunieron esa tarde para 
celebrar su bautismo con una recepción en su honor. 

On January 29, 2011, Martha Guadalupe Bañuelos 
was welcomed by Father Al Eubach at Scared Heart/
Guadalupe Church for her Holy Baptism Sacraments 
surrounded by her parents Arturo and Marcela, and her 
Godparents Louis Oropeza and Dora Fonseco.  Afterwards, 
the Bañuelos family and friends gathered that evening to 
celebrate her baptism with a reception in her honor.

De izquierda a derecha: Padrino Louis Oropeza, Padre: Arturo 
Bonieo; Bisabuelos: Maria Esther Rogers, Gilberto Peverra; 
Baby: Martha Guadalupe Bañuelos y su madre Marcela “Lupe” 
Bañuelos, y Madrina Dora Fonseco 
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