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This past Monday, the 
National Council of La 
Raza (NCLR) President 
and CEO Janet Murguia 

made it official, “It’s exciting to bring 
the NCLR Annual Conference back 
to Kansas City, and it’s especially 
exciting to have the conference in 
my hometown.” Murguía delivered 
the news during a press conference 
in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Kansas City Convention Center in 
downtown Kansas City. 

“As many of you already know, the 
Kansas City area Latino community 
has had a strong presence for more 
than a century, and the 2015 annual 
conference will not only highlight 
the area’s Hispanic community, but 
will reaffirm how our community 
has grown and continues to 
positively influence our country. 
I want to thank Mayor Sly James, 
the Kansas City Convention and 

If  You Want To Continue The Conversation On A Story You Read, 
Facebook Us Now! Contactenos en Facebook!

Si desea continuar la conversación en una historia que ha leído

Street Cars Coming 
To KC In 2015

KC Anfitrión de La Conferencia del NCLR 2015
KC To Host NCLR 2015 Conference

NCLR President and CEO, Janet Murguia, asked her KC affiliates to join her on stage as she announced that 
KCMO would be the host of the 2015 NCLR Conference. (Left to right) Guadalupe Center President and CEO, 
Cris Medina; El Centro President, Mary Lou Jaramillo; Executive Director of the Hispanic Economic Development 
Corporation (HEDC), Bernardo Ramirez; Mattie Rhodes Center President & CEO, John Fierro. Also joining them 
was Mayor Sly James.
La Presidenta de NCLR, Janet Murguía, pidió a sus afiliados en KC, a unirse a ella en el escenario para hacer el 
anunció de que KCMO sería el anfitrión de la Conferencia de 2015 de NCLR. (De izquierda a derecha) Presidente 
y CEO de Guadalupe Center, Cris Medina; presidente de El Centro, Mary Lou Jaramillo; Director Ejecutivo de la 
Corporación de Desarrollo Económico Hispano (HEDC por su sigla en ingles), Bernardo Ramírez; presidente y CEO 
del Centro Mattie Rhodes, John Fierro. Unido a ellos también se encontraba el Alcalde Sly James.

Organ Donor Real Hero 
To Andre Reyes
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Six months ago Andre Reyes 
received a new heart.  He knows 
first hand how precious life is 
and believes his second chance 

at life is a gift from God.  
Life had swung a double-edged 

sword through the Reyes family when 
they learned that Andre had congestive 
heart failure and would need a heart 
transplant.  He knew he would go on 
the transplant list and have to wait for 
someone to die before he would receive 
a new heart.

His new heart came quicker than 
they ever expected.  It was news that 

Streetcars will be on the streets of Kansas City, Missouri by 2015, but they 
won’t be the streetcars that our grandparents once rode during the 40’s and 
50’s.   Plans are in the works for a sleek rail car traveling on Main Street from 
the River Market to Union Station.  The new mass transit system will give 

those who work and live downtown an alternative way to travel around the area.
Last year, Kansas City voters in the affected downtown area approved a one-cent 

sales tax increase and a property tax increase to help pay for a $100 million, two-
mile streetcar system.  The vote has met opposition as some business owners along 
the streetcar route opposed the special district designation and challenged its 
constitutionality.

Those efforts suffered a setback when Circuit Judge Peggy Stevens issued 
a statement last week that said a lawsuit brought by property owners Jeffrey 
“Stretch” Rumaner and Sue Burke was beyond the deadline to challenge the 
taxing mechanism. 

By 
JOE ARCE & DEBRA DeCOSTER
                                                                                                                         

MAGALI OLMEDO, SEnIOr At 
ALtA VIStA ChArtEr hIGh SChOOL

El Donador del Organo, Es El Verdadero 
Héroe Para Andre Reyes
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By 
JOE ARCE & DEBRA DeCOSTER
                                                              

Traduce 
GEMMA TORNERO                                              

STUDENT C  RNER
E L  R I N C O N  D E L  E S T U D I A N T E

Plans are in the works to bring a streetcar service between the City Market and 
Union Station. The new mass transit system will give those who work and live 
downtown an alternative way to travel around the area.

By 
JOE ARCE
                                                              

Por 
JOE ARCE                                              
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Andre and Stephanie Reyes had been through a lot over the last several years. 
It was six months ago that doctors informed Andre the only way he could live 
longer would be if he had a heart transplant. Little did they know that a family 
member would become his donor and hero.
Andre y Stephanie Reyes habían pasado por mucho en los últimos años. Fue 
hace seis meses que los médicos informaran a Andre su único camino para que 
pudíera vivir más tiempo, sería el de un trasplante de corazón. Lo que no sabían 
es que un miembro de la familia se convertiría en su donante y héroe.

Este lunes pasado, la 
Presidenta y Directora 
Ejecutiva del Consejo 
Nacional de La Raza 

(NCLR por sus siglas en inglés) 
Janet Murguía lo hizo oficial, “es 
emocionante el traer de vuelta la 
Conferencia Anual NCLR a Kansas 
City, y es sobre todo emocionante 
tener la conferencia en mi ciudad 
natal”. Murguía dio la noticia 
durante una rueda de prensa en 
el Grand Ballroom del Centro de 
Convenciones de Kansas City, en el 
centro de la ciudad de Kansas City. 

“Como muchos de ustedes ya 
saben, la comunidad latina del 
área de Kansas City, ha tenido una 
presencia fuerte durante más de 
un siglo, y  la conferencia anual 
del 2015 no sólo destacará a la 
comunidad hispana del área, sino 
reafirmará cómo nuestra comunidad 

Hace seis meses, André Reyes 
recibió un corazón nuevo. 
Sabe por experiencia 
propia, lo preciosa que es la 

vida, y cree que su segunda oportunidad 
en la vida es un regalo de Dios.

La vida se balanceaba en una espada 
de doble filo en la familia Reyes cuando 
supieron que André tenía insuficiencia 
cardíaca congestiva, y necesitaría un 
trasplante de corazón. El sabía que 
entraría en la lista de trasplantes, y 
que tendría que esperar a que alguien 
muriera, antes de que recibiera un 
nuevo corazón.

A Teenager's point of view on suicide. 
... A Call to Action? 
See page 7 for complete story.
El punto de vista de una adolescente, 
respecto al suicidio 
... Un llamado a Reaccionar? 
Vea la historia completa en la página 7.

Mayor Sly James 
State of the 
City Address 
Interrupted by 
Protester. 
See page 4 
for complete story.
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Los Organos de Familiares Salvan Muchas Vidas

they wanted, but it was the type of 
news they didn’t want—a family 
member had died.

His heart donor was his 22-year-
old great nephew who was killed in 
an act of violence.

Emotions pulled the family in two 
directions—happiness that Andre 
had a chance to live but grief at the 
news that they had lost their nephew, 
James Bradley Piseno in a drive-by 
shooting.

 When the family first learned of 
James’ death, they never considered 
him to be an organ donor for Andre.  
“I never thought of that and it was 
something that his family wanted 
to do.  We never expected his heart 
to be donated to us,” said a grateful 
Stephanie Reyes.

As an organ donor, not only did 
James save Andre, he has helped 
many others live through the 
donation of his eyes, kidneys, liver 
and skin grafts.

Andre’s wife Stephanie recalls the 
day that the hospital called her.  “I 
got a call from Research Medical 
Center. That was where my nephew 
was and the woman on the phone 
identified herself as a member of the 
transplant team.  She said that she 
was with my niece and that she had 
decided to donate James’ organs as 
long as Andre had the first chance at 
his heart,” she said tearfully.

It was a surreal time for the 
Reyes family as Andre’s health was 

deteriorating.  He had just returned 
home from the hospital where 
they told him that his only hope 
for survival was to receive a heart 
transplant.  Although his future 
looked dim, Andre wasn’t giving up.  

“Having been diagnosed with 
congestive heart failure, I never knew 
what would happen.  I said I am 
going to keep doing what I do. I will 
continue to work in the community. 
… I am a member of the Knights 
of Columbus.  I said ‘I am going 
to continue giving back for as long 
as the Lord has given me,’” Andre 
recalled.

When the transplant team called 
his home and delivered the news 
of the transplant donation, Andre 
immediately went to church to pray.

Blood samples were taken to see 
if he would be compatible with the 
heart. The family waited the entire 
day for results.  An early morning 
call at 12:30 a.m. woke them up. The 
transplant team at St. Luke’s Hospital 
told Andre to come to the emergency 
room for the transplant.

 “We were happy but sad at the 
same time.  We knew it was James’ 
heart and he had to lose his life in 
order for Andre to live.  We never 
expected his heart to be donated to 
us.  James’ is my family hero.  James 
is a relative on my side of the family 
and is not related to Andre.  So for 
them to be a match, it was incredible.  
It was God’s will,” Stephanie said.

It has been six months since Andre 
received his new heart and the fear of 

his body rejecting the new organ has 
passed.  When he went in for his six-
month checkup, the doctor delivered 
the news that the heart was beating 
strong and doing well.

Family and friends surrounded 
Andre during his illness and they 
came together again to surround him 
with love as they celebrated his new 
life with James’ heart.

  This past weekend a celebration 
party thrown for Andre was a 
complete surprise to Reyes. He 
was shocked when he realized that 
everyone gathered at Holy Name 
church in KCK was there for him 
and his family.

“This is a shocking event.  I thought 
we were cooking for another party so 
it blew my mind when we walked 
through the doors and saw this.  It 
has been tough but family, friends, 
everybody has been here with their 
support all the way through,” he 
stated.

Tears were running down Yolanda 
Piseno face as she talked about her 
grandson James.  “I am feeling sad 
and I am feeling happy.  I am sad 
because I lost my grandson but happy 
that Andre is getting around and 
doing better.  A part of my grandson 
is with us forever,” she said.

Piseno recalled the day that she 
received the news about her beloved 
grandson.  It was back on September 
10 and she was getting ready for 
work when her daughter called and 
told her that James had been killed 
in a shooting incident.

The case is still open and Yolanda’s 
hope is that someone will talk to the 
police and give them information 
about who may have shot her 
grandson.  According to Piseno, five 
people were arrested at the time of 
the shooting but were let go due to 
lack of evidence. 

 “Hopefully they (police) will 
find out who did this and stop them 
before they take someone special 
from another family,” she stated.

The celebration was the first time 
Piseno met with Andre and his mother 
Teresa Reyes. “It was wonderful that 
he (Andre) was given another chance.  
There is a God,” said Reyes.

When Andre was 22-years old, a 
virus attacked his heart causing it to 
enlarge.  “Ever since I have known 
Andre, and we have been together 
for over 20 years, he has been in 
heart failure.  Now to hear him say 
that when he lays down he can feel 
his heart beat, it is music to my ears,” 
said Stephanie Reyes.

As Teresa reflected on the second 
chances that her son’s donation has 
given, she told Hispanic News, “I 
know a number of people will have 
a chance to live and not die because 
of the many parts of James’ body 
that were donated.  It is very special 
because you know who the donor is 
and you get to actually know who 
you are praying for and I think that 
is wonderful,” she said.

Su nuevo corazón llego más 
pronto de lo que esperaron. 
Eran las noticias que querían, 
pero no el tipo de noticias que 
esperaban — que un integrante 
de la familia había muerto.

Su donante de corazón era su 
sobrino-nieto de 22 años, quien 
fue asesinado en un acto de 
violencia. 

Las emociones jalaron a la 
familia en dos direcciones — 
felicidad porque que André tenía 
una oportunidad de vivir, pero 
pena con las noticias de que 
habían perdido a su sobrino, 
James Bradley Piseno, en un 
tiroteo efectuado desde un auto.

Cuando la familia al principio 
supo de la muerte de James, 
nunca consideraron que él fuera 
el donante del órgano para 
André. “Nunca pensé en eso 
y fue algo que su familia quiso 
hacer. Nunca esperamos que su 
corazón se nos donara”, dijo una 
Stephanie Reyes agradecida.

Como un donante de órganos, 
no sólo James salvó a André, sino 
que ha ayudado a muchos otros a 
sobrevivir con la donación de sus 
ojos, riñones, hígado e injertos 
de piel.

La esposa de André, Stephanie, 
recuerda el día en que el hospital 
la llamó. “Recibí una llamada del 
Centro Médico de Investigación. 
Ahí fue dónde mi sobrino estaba, 
y la mujer al teléfono se identificó 
como integrante del equipo del 
trasplantes. Dijo que estaba 
con mi sobrina, y que ella había 
decidido donar los órganos de 
James, siempre y cuando André 
tuviera la primera posibilidad en 
su corazón”, dijo ella llorando.

Fue un tiempo surrealista 
para la familia Reyes, ya que la 
salud de André se deterioraba. 
Acababa de regresar a su casa del 
hospital dónde le dijeron que su 
única esperanza de supervivencia 
era recibir un trasplante de 
corazón. Aunque su futuro 
parecía desdibujado, André no 
se rendía.

“Habiendo sido diagnosticado 
con insuficiencia cardíaca 
congestiva, nunca sabía lo que 
pasaría. Yo dije ‘voy a seguir 
haciendo lo que hago’. Seguiré 
trabajando en la comunidad. 
Soy un integrante de Knights of 
Columbus. Yo dije "Voy a seguir 
retribuyendo por el tiempo que 
el Señor me lo permita", recordó 
André.

Cuando el equipo de trasplante 
llamó a su casa y les dio la noticia 
de la donación del trasplante, 
André inmediatamente fue a la 
iglesia para rezar.

Se tomaron las muestras de 
sangre para ver si sería compatible 
con el corazón. La familia esperó 
el día entero por los resultados. 
Una llamada a primera hora de 
la mañana a las 12:30 a.m. los 
despertó. El equipo de trasplante 
en el Hospital de St. Luke le dijo 
a André que fuera a la sala de 
emergencias para el trasplante.

“Estábamos felices, pero tristes 
al mismo tiempo. Sabíamos que 
era el corazón de James y que 
tuvo que perder su vida para que 
André viviera. Nunca esperamos 
que su corazón nos fuera donado. 
James es el héroe de mi familia. 
James es un pariente en el lado de 
mi familia, y no tiene parentesco 
con André. Así, el que ellos 
fueran compatibles, 
era increíble. Era la 
voluntad de Dios”, dijo 
Stephanie.

Han pasado seis 
meses desde que André 
recibió su corazón 
nuevo, y el miedo a 
que su cuerpo rechace 
el nuevo órgano ha 
pasado. Cuando el fue 
por su chequeo de seis 
meses, el doctor les 
dio la noticia de que el 
corazón latía fuerte y 
estaba bien.

La familia y los amigos 
estuvieron con André 
durante su enfermedad, 
y se juntaron otra vez 
para rodearle de amor 
mientras celebraban 

su nueva vida con el corazón de 
James.

Este pasado fin de semana se 
organizó una fiesta para celebrar 
a André, y fue una completa 
sorpresa para Reyes. El estaba 
impresionado cuando se dio 
cuenta de que todos se reunieron 
en la iglesia del Santo Nombre 
(Holy Name) en KCK para él y 
su familia.

“Esto es un acontecimiento 
asombroso. Pensé que íbamos a 
cocinar para otra fiesta por eso 
me asombre cuando entramos 
por las puertas y vimos ésto. 
Ha sido difícil pero la familia, 
amigos, cada uno ha estado aquí 
con su apoyo a través de todo”, 
declaró.

Las lágrimas caían de la cara 
de Yolanda Piseno cuando habló 
de su nieto James. “Me siento 
triste y me siento feliz. Estoy 
triste porque perdí a mi nieto, 
pero feliz que André ande por 
ahí y esté mejor. Una parte de 
mi nieto está con nosotros para 
siempre”, dijo.

Piseno recordó el día que 
recibió las noticias sobre su nieto 
querido. Fue el 10 de septiembre 
y ella se preparaba para el trabajo 
cuando su hija le llamó y le dijo 
que James había sido asesinado 
en un tiroteo realizado desde un 

automóvil en movimiento.
El caso aun está abierto y la 

esperanza de Yolanda, es que 
alguien hable a la policía y les de 
la información sobre quien pudo 
haberle disparado a su nieto. 
Según Piseno, cinco personas 
fueron detenidas en el momento 
de los disparos, pero fueron 
dejados en libertad debido a la 
falta de pruebas.

“Esperamos que la policía 
averigüe quien hizo ésto y los 
detenga antes de que tomen a 
alguien especial de otra familia”, 
declaró.

La celebración era la primera 
vez que Piseno se encontraba con 
André y su madre Teresa Reyes. 
“Fue maravilloso que le dieran 
(a André) otra oportunidad. Hay 
un Dios”, dijo Reyes.

Cuando André tenía 22 
años, un virus atacó su corazón 
causándole que se 
agrandara. “Desde 
que conocí a 
André, y hemos 
estado juntos 
durante más de 
20 años, ha estado 
con el defecto 
cardíaco. Ahora el 
escucharlo decir 
que cuando se 
acuesta el puede 

sentir el latido de su corazón, 
es música para mis oídos”, dijo 
Stephanie Reyes.

Al reflexionar Teresa sobre las 
segundas oportunidades que la 
d o n a c i ó n 
de su hijo 
ha dado, 
ella dijo a 
H i s p a n i c 
News, “Sé 
que varias 
p e r s o n a s 
tendrán una 
posibilidad 
de vivir y 
no morir 
debido a 
m u c h a s 
partes del 
cuerpo de 
James que 
se donaron. 
Es muy 
e s p e c i a l , 

porque saber quién fue el 
donante es  realmente saber por 
quién se reza y creo que ésto es 
maravilloso”, dijo ella.

Traduce 
GEMMA TORNERO

Relative's Organs Saved Many Lives

As soon as Andre Reyes and James Bradley Piseno’s 
mother, Roxanna Piseno, saw each other for the 
first time this past weekend, they both couldn’t 
help but to hug one another knowing that her son 
had given the gift of life. Yolanda Piseno was also 
overcome with emotions knowing her grandson’s 
heart lives within Andre.
Low pictures: The family members thought it 
would be fitting to have the party with a theme 
of the Wonderful Wizard of Oz in honor of Andre 
Reyes’ heart transplant. 
Tan pronto como Andre Reyes y la madre de James 
Bradley Piseno, Roxanna Piseno, se vieron por primera 
vez este fin de semana pasado, los dos no podían dejar 
de abrazarse unos a otros a sabiendas de que su hijo 
había dado el don de la vida. Yolanda Piseno también 
estaba llena de emociones a sabiendas que el corazón 
de su nieto vivia dentro de Andre.
Fotos Inferiores: Los miembros de la familia pensarón 
que sería conveniente hacer una fiesta con el tema de 
El maravilloso Mago de Oz, en honor del trasplante de 
corazón de Andre Reyes.
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"What The City Wants, 
The City Gets"

As noted in the Kansas City 
Star, the court ruling was the 
second ruling against opponents 
of the project. Circuit Judge 
Charles Atwell ruled that 
neither the funding mechanism 
or the streetcar district were 
unconstitutional. Stevens cited 
that ruling and the opponents’ 
absence of a timely appeal as 
key in her decision.

Absent an appeal of Stevens’ 
opinion, the city will be able 
to issue the necessary bonds 
to secure the funding to 
proceed. The bond issue had 
been placed on hold pending a 
court ruling.

Patrick Carroll, business 
owner of Gallup Map on 
Main Street, did not have a 
vote in the sales and property 
tax increase.  He is a business 
owner in the community but 
does not live in Kansas City.  
He attended the open house 
meeting in early March that 
was held in Union Station’s 
Grand Hall about the project.

As he looked at the exhibit 
boards, he was undecided on 
whether he supported the 
project or was against it.  “I 
don’t know enough about it to 
be one way or the other.  I am 
still waiting for someone to 
tell me about it and to tell me 
what it will cost me,” he said.

Ralph Davis, city engineer 
and project manager for 
the Downtown StreetCar 
project, understood Carroll’s 

predicament.  “We welcome 
people with different 
viewpoints and not everyone 
has the same viewpoint 
about the project.  We are 
holding the open houses to 
give information about the 
project and answer people’s 
questions,” he said.

Looking over the exhibit 
boards, Carroll told Hispanic 
News that the project seemed 
to be taking up a parking lot 
near his business.  He said he 
will not try to stop the project 
if he doesn’t agree with it.  

“It would be a waste of my 
money to go after this and 
change some ideas.  What the 
city wants the city gets, that is 
what I believe,” he said.

Construction will begin on 
the rail system this summer. 
Construction is slated to occur 
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. The 
construction will be completed 
in segments approximately 
two to three blocks at a time.  
Business owners along the 
route will see two phases 
of construction. The first 
one will involve moving the 
location of utilities and the 
second round of construction 
will concentrate on installing 
the streetcar tracks.

The City is currently in the 
process of writing a Request 
for Proposals (RFP) to hire a 
Contract Manager/General 
Contractor.  

The KC Downtown 
Streetcar project developers are 

still in the process of hosting 
open houses and going door 
to door to talk with business 
owners about the information 
sessions.  

Davis told Hispanic News 
that “we have moved along 
on the project and we want to 
give the public a chance to see 
where we are going and to give 
us feedback.”

The streetcar route will 
include 18 stops, spaced about 
every two blocks.  Stops will 
be spaced in ten-minute 
intervals. 

Jim Glover, 4th District 
at-Large city councilman, is 
excited about a Streetcar line 
running in downtown Kansas 
City.  “The voters have decided 
to support a streetcar line 
from the River Market along 
Main to the Union Station.  
We are already looking into 
an expansion of this and add 
routes along Independence 
Avenue, 18th Street and 
Southwest Boulevard.”

Glover understands that 
some people may be skeptical 
of the project, but he told 
Hispanic News that this 
project is a positive step for 
the city.

“It is good for the city and 
for the people.  It will benefit 
everyone in the district around 
the line.  It will raise property 
values, enable more business to 
take place and will encourage 
development,” said Glover.
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While most 
u n d e r s t a n d 
Lent to be a 
40-day period 

leading up to Easter, during 
which spiritual participants 
give up something in their 
lives – anything from 
chocolate to alcohol to social 
media – it is also traditionally 
a time for almsgiving, or 
giving to the poor and needy. 

“One of the most striking 
characteristics of the practice 
is that it’s a universally 
celebrated tradition; it’s 
an ecumenical principle 
that is interpreted in most 
world religions, and secular 
people often participate, 
too,” says Vassula Ryden, 
an internationally known 
speaker and author of the 
new book, “Heaven is Real 
But So is Hell,” 

Self-denial and charity are 
two sides of the same coin, 
says Ryden, a former model 
and tennis pro who gave up 
a privileged lifestyle as the 
wife of a diplomat to serve 
the world’s disadvantaged 
populations. She has founded 
more than two dozen charity 
houses in the poorest regions 
of the globe. 

Ryden discusses the value 
of Lent and how the practice 
is a benefit to the world:

• A matter of balance: All 
resources on earth are finite, 
like a giant pizza with only 
so many slices. Residents 
of first-world countries 
maintain a lifestyle of heavy 
consumption, consuming 
a much larger share of the 
earth’s resources, including 
water, electricity, gas, and 
food. Living a more moderate 
lifestyle during Lent can help 
first-world consumers better 
understand how the rest of 
the world lives.

• The individual as a 
resource: A person who 
decides to give up drinking 
or some other indulgence 
throughout Lent’s six-week 
period, can experience 
exponential benefits. The 
devotee can save money, 
save time, and improve his/
her health. That extra time 
and money can be invested 
in activities that enrich one’s 
life, or offered to a charity. 

• Scientific evidence: In 
recent years, science has 
confirmed that humans are 
hard-wired for helping our 
fellow human being. Studies 
by neuroscientists with the 
National Institute of Health 
have found that the mere 
thought of giving money to 
charity ignites the part of the 
brain associated with pleasure. 
Additionally, researchers in 
the psychology department 

at Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem found evidence 
that people have a genetic 
predisposition for giving. 

• Spiritual doctrines espouse 
selflessness: Every major 
religion teaches giving. In 
the Bible, in Corinthians 9:7, 
Paul exclaims: “Every man 
according as he purposeth in 
his heart, so let him give; not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for 
God loveth a cheerful giver.” 
Buddha said: “If you knew 
the power of generosity, you 
would not let a single meal 
go by without sharing it.” 
And, in the Qu’ran, “zakat” 
means the practice of giving 
alms and is one of the Five 
Pillars of Islam. While all of 
the above are according to 
one’s own spiritual tradition, 
devotees of traditions like 
Lent are ultimately following 
a basic human need. 

“Most people know when 
they like something a little 
too much,” says Ryden. “Lent 
is the opportunity to address 
our vices and focus on what 
should matter most to us all 
– our own well-being and 
that of our fellow men and 
women.” 

Vassula Ryden is the 
founder of True Life in God, 
an international ministry 
that funds charitable projects 
around the world.

Lent: 
Giving Up is Good for You 
Giving Benefits Both Giver 
and Receiver, Explains World-
Renowned Philanthropist
Guest Writer 
VASSULA RYDEN
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Mayor Sly James Sees A 
Renaissance In The City

The City of Kansas 
City, Mo., 311 Call 
Center has recently 
launched a Twitter 

account to better engage with 
residents and provide them 
with more communication 
options. The Twitter account, 
@KCMO311, may be accessed 
at www.twitter.com/kcmo311. 
Twitter is a social networking 
platform that lets users share 
messages called “tweets” of 140 
characters or less. 

Residents may tweet service 
requests, such as pothole or 
street sign repair reports, to @
KCMO311, and a 311 Call 
Center representative will 
respond with a unique case 
number. Residents can then 
track the status of the request 
online at www.kcmo.org/311. 
Please note, Twitter should 
not be used for emergency 
situations. In emergencies, 
please call 911. 

Residents are encouraged to 
attach photos to their service 
request tweets. For example, 
if a street sign needs repair, 
attaching a photo of the sign can 
help illustrate the specific issue. 
Residents are also advised to 
include as specific of an address 
or intersection as possible to 
help staff more quickly identify 
where the issue is located.

Twitter is designed to be 
an open network so everyone 
can be kept up-to-date about 
issues. While residents can 
privately send information to @
KCMO311 by using Twitter’s 
“direct message” function, 
they should be aware that all 
tweets are considered public 
information - including direct 
messages - and may be subject to 
public disclosure in accordance 

with the Missouri Sunshine 
Law, Chapter 610.

The new @KCMO311 Twitter 
account is monitored Monday – 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The 311 Call Center is the 
City’s central point of contact 
for services. In addition to 
Twitter, residents may continue 
to contact 311 for service 
requests or information through 
traditional methods:

Phone: Call 311 or 816-513-
1313 between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
on weekdays.

Web: Complete a Request 
for Service form online at www.
kcmo.org/311. 

Email:3-1-1.Call.Center@
kcmo.org or 311espanol@kcmo.
org, for Spanish 

Walk in: Visit our office on 
the first floor of City Hall, 414 
E. 12th St., weekdays from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Fax: 816-513-1303

Mail: 311 Call Center, City 
Hall, first floor, 414 E. 12th St., 
Kansas City, MO 64106

This new 311 Call Center 
Twitter account is just one of 
many ways the City uses social 
media to communicate with 
residents. In fact, a University 
of Illinois at Chicago study in 
2012 ranked the City of Kansas 
City, Mo., as the #6 most social 
media-savvy local government 
in the nation among 75 cities. 
To view a more comprehensive 
listing of the City’s social media 
sites, please visit www.kcmo.
org/social. 

To learn more about using @
KCMO311, the 311 Call Center’s 
Twitter account, please visit 
www.kcmo.org/311Twitter

City’s 311 
Call Center 

Launches Twitter Account

Up until the start 
of the free-agency 
period last week, the 
Chiefs have been 

a frequent topic of discussion 
with their every move analyzed 
for what impact it might have 
on the upcoming draft. Such 
is the value of a number-one 
draft pick.

When the news came out 
that the team had improved 
its quarterback situation by 
trading a second-round 
choice in this year’s draft 
and a conditional one 
next year for San 
Francisco 49rs’ 
Alex Smith, 
the ensuing 
prognostication 
indicated the 
team might 
be looking 
somewhere else, 
say wide receiver, 
offensive tackle or 
cornerback. 

The team secured 
wide receiver Dwayne 
Bowe with a long term 
contract, slapped the franchise 
tag on left tackle Brandon 
Albert and signed tight end 
Mike Fasano, wide receiver 
Donnie Avery, cornerback 
Dunta Robinson, defensive end 
Mike Devito and quarterback 
Chase Daniel. 

Following those moves one 
thing is clear, Andy Reid and 
John Dorsey have been quick 

and proactive and fans can be 
certain that the team that takes 
the field come September will 
be an upgrade.

At a press conference last 
week announcing the signing 
of Smith, Dorsey was sure of 
the move. “Since the beginning 
of this process, we’ve always 
had our eye on Alex. … In 
talking with Andy, we’re both 
very impressed by not only the 
accomplishments that Alex 

attained on 
the field 

the past 
few years, 

but we know we’re getting a 
quality person here to be the 
quarterback of this franchise 
and one of the leaders in the 
locker room. “

Dorsey also added, “When 
we had a chance to do all our 
research, we felt that where we 
are as a franchise and moving 
forward here, we thought Alex 
was the best option for us and 

that’s why we did this. We’re 
very fortunate to have him. As 
you get a chance to meet him, 
you’ll realize what a special 
individual he really is.”

In his remarks, Smith 
touted the benefits that made 
the Chiefs a great fit for him. 
“The opportunity to work with 
Coach Reid is something that 
from all the quarterbacks that 
I ever talked to and gotten to 
know that have ever played for 
him have only had good things 
to say. His pedigree I think 
speaks for itself. You look at this 
team; you look at what’s here, 
the pieces that are in place, 
and from the outside looking 
in, you see the talent that is 
here, you see the potential. 

It’s just a matter 
of getting things 

going, getting that 
chemistry right, 
that culture 
right. This was 
a place that I 

looked at that 
had the makings 

and I wanted to be a part 
of.”

Smith noted that the 
winning chemistry is stamped 
on the team. “The players, it 
starts there. It starts in the 
locker room, the coaching 
staff.  Those two things - the 
direction they’re headed, the 
moves they’ve made the last 
few days, guys they’ve brought 
in, the talent they brought in, 
all reflect that.”

Chiefs Moves 
 Keeps 

 Team In Spotlight
D E P O R T E S

By 
JOSE FAUS
                                                   

The much anticipated home opener for Sporting KC was a little bit of a letdown. 
Fans were looking to see a six in the points column two games into a must win 
season for the team. A sell-out crowd instead settled for a dominating perform-
ance by the home side and an entrenched and maddening defensive contraction 

by the Chicago Fire.
The numbers were brutal. Sporting KC dominated possession controlling the ball 73 

percent with an impressive 82 percent on passes completed. Sporting outshot the Fire 20-7 
with only three shots on goal. 

The Fire defense was sufficient enough to draw a point but it is not going to be a winging 
strategy going forward. But on this opening night it was enough to dampen the mood of a 
fan base that is hungry for a championship. 

Sporting Kansas City’s Home 
Opener Is A Draw

Mayor Sly James 
delivered his 
State of the City 
address this past 

Tuesday at the historic Gem 
Theater in the 18th and Vine 
Jazz district. Area government 
officials, including mayors, and 
many community and business 
leaders listened to James as he 
touted the accomplishments 
and challenges of the past year. 

James’ address began in a 
somber tone as he called on the 
audience members to remember 
“the 108 souls we’ve lost to 
violence last year on our streets 
and in our neighborhoods, and 
the 20 more already this year. 
We remember Civic giants, 
Albert Riederer and Adele Hall 
who passed this year, and we 
remember Megan, the smiling 
server we lost inside JJ’s earlier 
this month. All were important 
and special. All were a part of 
our community.”

James addressed the many 
civic leaders and community 
and business representatives.  
“Last year when we gathered 
for this event, we spoke about 
establishing a firm foundation. 
This year, I am pleased to report 
we have started to build on that 
foundation.”

That foundation was etched 
in the four E’s that were the 
mayor’s campaign mantra: 
Efficiency, Employment, 
Education and Enforcement. 
“I believe our focus on these 
promises has been the key to 
our shared success.”

James added that cities must 
operate under some constraints. 
“We have to maintain focus 
because kicking the can has 
real consequences. We have to 
balance our budgets just like our 
residents. We have to pay our 
bills. We cannot print our own 
money. We have an obligation 
to those in need. Our streets do 
not repair themselves. Our water 
mains do not self-heal. Snow 
may melt, but rarely do streets 
plow themselves. Our pensions 
will not magically become fully 
funded. Rarely will our expenses 
go down rather than up.”

James added that the 
metropolitan area has weathered 
the economic downturn better 
than most metropolitan centers 
and that requires cooperation 
between all institutions 
regarding of regional or border 
lines.

“To the outside world we are 
all Kansas City. And together 
we succeed or fail. We are the 
26th largest metro economy 
in the country, and climbing. 
Together, as a region, we were 
ranked the 8th strongest post-
recession economy. Rearranging 
addresses inside the region does 
not make us stronger nor does 
it promote regional growth. At 
best it is simply a costly remodel 
of the same old house.”

James sees a renaissance in 
the city’s fortunes and direction 
that goes beyond boosterism. 

“Let’s face it, I love this city, 
and would sing its praises to 
anyone who will listen. But, 
there is something happening 
here. We have actually seen 
something like this before. 
Many of us remember the 
“Prime Time” efforts of Mayor 
Davis, Don Hall, Henry Bloch 
and others.

In the early 70’s we built 
separate stadiums for the 
Royals and Chiefs, Crown 
Center, Kemper Arena, and a 
new airport. … That early effort 
resulted in five billion dollars in 
investment and it culminated in 
hosting the Republican National 
Convention in 1976.”

James applauded the efforts 
of former Mayor Kay Barnes 
and the downtown renovations 
that led to the Sprint Center 
and Power & Light District. 
James sees that continuing but 
it has to be on a solid social 
foundation. 

“However, billions can be 
invested, and the nation’s eyes 
can point our direction, but if 
we are unable to improve the 
lives of our residents, it is all 
for nothing. Our focus in the 
last year has been on expanding 
the culture of entrepreneurship 
and innovation to include the 
actions we take at City Hall.

Streamlining of services is 
a key initiative for the mayor. 
“Since last year, we have put in 
place a process that establishes 
clear priorities and assesses 
progress on those priorities 
via the KCStat performance 
management program. For 
the first time, this Council’s 
budget will align with adopted 
performance indicators. This 
exercise is not academic. In 
doing so, we are telling our 
constituents that if we are 
spending money on projects 
that do not produce results we 

will know and we will change. 
We owe this to our residents.”

James also lauded residents’ 
commitment to the city as 
exemplified by the passage of 
question 1 & 2 for infrastructure 
improvement. “Last year, 
when Questions 1 and 2 were 
approved, something very 
significant happened - both 
were approved by majorities in 
every single part of the City. In 
the last year, we asked for, and 
the voters approved, over $700 
million dollars in new funding 
for streets, sewers, parks and 
modern streetcars, a feat not 
matched by any city in the 
nation. Period. We did this by 
doing the unheard-of. We took 
some taxes off the books in order 
to pass taxes that were needed to 
maintain our infrastructure.”

James addressed the issue of 
fiscal responsibility. “Because 
of the recommendations of 
the Citizen’s Commission on 
Municipal Revenue, Kansas 
City has made significant strides 
in the last year toward a sound 
financial footing. Together, we 
have adopted a revenue policy, 
implemented a new, more 
efficient tax collection software 
system, and implemented long-
term budget forecasting.”

James catalogued a series of 
initiatives that will address many 
of the problems in the urban 
core including the demolition 
of unsafe structures throughout 
the city, the emphasis on his 
Turn the Page KC initiative that 
addresses youth literacy and 
the Club KC initiative to offer 
youth summer entertainment 
opportunities. James also called 
on residents to help renew the 
Emergency Health Levy on 
April 2.

James also appealed to the 
business community to hire 
youth this summer. “There is no 
better social program than a job. 
We need your help on this, and 
I know that I can count on it.

Many of those young people live 
on this side of Troost, a place that 
has suffered since I was a child. But, 
I have come here to express that 
things are changing. Because of our 
progress, the receivership that has 
sequestered so many properties east 
of Troost is near an end.”

James supported that by 
noting that there are many new 
construction projects taking place 
in the east side. “On the Eastside, 
new housing construction projects 
are underway. Homes for our 
veterans are under construction 
near the VA Hospital. The Bancroft 
School renovations in Manheim 
Park have begun. The Beacon 
Hill project is seeing investment 
by UMKC and Truman Medical 
Center. All total, this year we will 
begin construction on $50 million 
in housing on Kansas City’s 
Eastside.”

In the end, James applauded 
the collaboration he has had 
with outgoing KCK Mayor Joe 
Reardon. “Together we are making 
America’s Creative Crossroads 
into Cities of Entrepreneurship. 
To that end, we took the advice of 
the Special Committee on Small 
Business. The group made 67 
specific recommendations. In the 
last year, we have implemented 62 
of those recommendations.”

James tied the city’s partnership 
with Google high-speed internet 
as an indication of a city coming 
into its own. 

“Kansas City will only be 
limited by our imaginations. We 
are the only city in the world to be 
sung about by both James Brown 
and the Beatles. In a matter of 
weeks, we will be able to download 
both the Godfather of Soul and 
the Fab Four’s entire catalogs of 
songs including their renditions 
of “Kansas City” in the time it 
took me to read this sentence. 
… Kansas City, our moment 
has arrived. … We are setting 
the pace with innovative and 
dynamic solutions to challenges 
cities across the nation share. The 
nation is listening to Kansas City 
jam again.”

Mayor Sly James told the crowd that cities must operate under 
some constraints. “We have to maintain focus because kicking the 
can has real consequences. We have to balance our budgets just 
like our residents. We have to pay our bills.”

Intruder Made 
His Way On To 
Mayor’s Stage
By 
JOE ARCE
                                                                         

KCMO Mayor Sly James’ speech was interrupted 
by a protester during his annual State of the City 
Address at the GEM Theater, at the 18th & Vine 
Jazz District. In a matter of minutes the Intruder 
made his way onto the stage. He was quickly 
tackled by Kansas City, MO, Police officers. The 
mayor was able to maintain his calm during the 
arrest and continued his speech. According to those 
in attendance, some felt the man was venting his 
criticism toward Councilman Jermaine Reed from 
the 3rd District. 

Reed emailed to Hispanic News’ newsroom a 
statement, it read in part: “It is imperative that our 
focus today remains on honoring our City’s progress 
over the past year and the blueprint for the future. 
The interruption was an unnecessary distraction 
from the Mayor’s State of the City speech, and 
unfair to all of the event’s participants. As city 
leaders, we cannot allow today’s obscene outburst 
from one individual to slow our progress toward 
serving every single neighborhood in Kansas City. 
My commitment to the citizens of the 3rd District 
has been to actively engage with them first hand, 
to listen to their concerns and find solutions. That 
commitment was only strengthened today. I know 
the Mayor and my fellow council colleagues feel as 
committed as I am to achieve these goals together: 
to create more and better jobs, quality housing, 
and safe neighborhoods in the 3rd district.” said 
Reed.

On March 19, Derron L. Black was charged 
with two misdemeanor counts, Jackson County 
Prosecutor Jean Peters Baker announced. 

Black, 31, faces Assault 3rd Degree on Law 
Enforcement Officer, a Class A misdemeanor, and 
Obstructing Government Operations, a Class B 
misdemeanor.

According to court records filed, when a 
police officer guarding Mayor James grabbed 
Black after he interrupted the mayor and began 
shouting obscenities, Black resisted by punching 
and swinging his arms. The officer sustained a 
laceration to the neck and bruising to his arm. 
He was treated at North Kansas City Hospital on 
Tuesday. Black acknowledged in a statement to 
police that he interrupted the mayor by throwing 
a flag to the floor and yelling obscenities.

Prosecutors requested a bond of $5,000/10 
percent and that the defendant not contact the 
mayor’s office or its employees.

Under Missouri law, a defendant convicted of a 
Class A misdemeanor faces up to one year in jail or 
a fine of up to $1,000; being convicted of a Class 
B, the defendant faces up to 6 months in jail or a 
fine up to $500.

The mayor was not injured and the KCMO Police 
Department is looking at security procedures.
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CLASSIFIEDS & PUBLIC NOTICES  |  CLASIFICADOS & ANUNCIOS PUBLICOS

Llame para anunciarse en nuestra 
sección de clasificados:
(816) 472.5246

YOUR 
AD 

COULD BE 
HERE
(816) 

472-5246

QUIVIRA HILLS ESTATES

Mobile Homes for Rent 
with Option to Buy!
Low Down Payment!

Casas Moviles para Renta 
Con Opción de Compra!

Bajo Pago Inicial!

816-787-0653

Drivers Wanted 
844 S. 14th St. Kansas City, KS
913-342-4488 - Heavy Lifting”

FOR RENT
2022 Drury Ave, 

KCMO, 2 bdrms, I bath, 
$550.00 month 

& $550.00 deposit 
Call: 310-980-2906

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)
07000168- KCPD East Patrol Campus – Compliance and Workforce 
Coordination Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Section 3. The 
General Services Department of Kansas City, Missouri is soliciting for 
Project 07000168 – Kansas City Police Department (KCPD) East Patrol 
Campus –Compliance and Workforce Coordination. RFP Documents will 
be available online to all interested parties at the Kansas City, Missouri 
website: http://www.kcmo.org/CKCMO/Business/index.htm. All addenda 
will be posted at this location. Any document or plan may be viewed or 
downloaded from this location.

SBE/WBE/MBE INVITATION TO BID

Foley Company will be accepting 
subcontract and/or material bids on the 
following projects: KCMO First Creek 
Pump Station & Force Main (Contract 

No. 1076) Re-bid Bid Date & Time: April 
9, 2013 @ 2:00 PM

Send bids to Foley Company @ 7501 
Front Street, KCMO, 64120.

Tel: 816/241-3335, Fax: 816/231-5762.”

ACADEMIC ADVISOR
For position requirements and application 
information, please view our website at 

www.kckcc.edu.
KCKCC is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative 

Action Employer and encourages applications 
from minorities.

The Missouri Lottery is accepting bids for the purpose of establishing a contract 
for permanent point-of-sale items to be placed at our retail locations. 

The bid document with the specifications can be obtained by going to 
http://www.molottery.com/learnaboutus/bid_opportunities.shtm 

or by contacting Melissa Blankenship at 
melissa.blankenship@molottery.com or 573-751-4050.

Sealed bids for 
REPLACE FIRE 
ALARM SYSTEM, 
BROADWAY STATE 
OFFICE BUILDING, 
JEFFERSON CITY, 
MISSOURI, Project 
No. O1320-01 will 
be received by 
FMDC, State of MO, 
UNTIL 1:30 PM, 
4/11/2013. The pre-
bid meeting is 10:00 
AM, on 3/27/2013. 
For specific project 
information and 
ordering plans, go 
to http://www.oa.mo.
gov/fmdc/dc/list.htm. INVITATION TO BID

HarenLaughlin Construction is taking bids for the Ambassador Apartments, 
located at 3560 Broadway, KCMO 64111 for the Silliman Group. 

Bids are due by 4/12/13 at 2:00 pm.

The project consists of a historic renovation an existing 9-story, 111,065 SF 
building into 114 apartment units & 3 retail spaces. The existing building will 

undergo an extensive gut & renovation including, but not limited to, demolition, 
ext. masonry, windows, int. build-out, green roof, rooftop pool, & maintenance 

 of significant historical features of the property.

The project will be taxable. Prevailing Wages may apply (see bid form)

Bid Documents will be available at the following:
 Viewing – HLC Office – 8035 Nieman Rd, Lenexa, KS 66214
 Download – www.digitalplanexchange.com/harenlaughlin
 Download – ftp.harenlaughlin.com 

HarenLaughlin is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
 MBE/WBE Subs are encouraged to bid. 

Contact Matt Fisher at mfisher@harenlaughlin.com.

SOLICITAMOS PERSONA DE MANTENIMIENTO
MAINTENANCE PERSON REQUEST

Con experiencia de remodelaciones de hogar, plomeria, electricidad basica
que sea persona que trabaje bien en equipo.

With experience in home renovations, plumbing, basic electricity 
which is an individual working well together.

Llamar/Call : 1-800-590-1899

“PUBLIC NOTICE”

Formal bids will be taken for Walnut Estates at 412 Walnut Street, Raymore, MO.  The 
project consists of renovating 34 senior apartment units.  This project has prevailing wage 
requirements and MBE/WBE/Section 3 goals.
Plans will be available to review at Straub Construction Company’s office located at 7775 
Meadow View Dr, Shawnee, KS between the hours of 8:30am and 4:30pm, Monday thru 
Friday or you may access our online plan room at http://straub.constructionvaults.com.  
CD’s will be available upon request. Straub Construction Company, Inc. is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.  
Employment verification confirming that subcontractor’s employees are legal residents will 
be required.  Please contact Straub Construction at 913-451-8828 should you have any 
questions pertaining to the bid documents.
BIDS/ESTIMATES ARE DUE INTO STRAUB CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, 
INC. OFFICE BY APRIL 8, 2013 AT 2:00 PM.  BIDS CAN BE EMAILED TO 
BIDS@STRAUBCONSTRUCTION.COM OR FAXED TO 913-451-9617.

FACILITY SUPERVISOR

The METRO is seeking a Facility Supervisor who will work as one of 
two supervisors responsible for managing the maintenance of the KCATA 
Central Service Complex (CSC), off-site properties, and all rented/leased 
properties.  The Facility Supervisor will supervise union personnel; provide 
daily work assignments; provide oversight of various construction activities 
and contractors; manage maintenance services and security contracts; and 
implement the Emergency Snow and Ice plan.
Minimum Qualifications:  Documentable knowledge and skills in the 
areas of building, property, and construction management;  Knowledge of 
the standard methods, materials, tools, and equipment used in the heating, 
ventilation, air conditioning, steam plants, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, 
carpentry trades and crafts; Knowledge of occupational hazards and 
safety precautions and inspections necessary in building maintenance and 
janitorial work; plus a demonstrated ability to read and interpret blueprints 
and familiarity with local and national construction codes, building codes, 
fire codes, safety, and insurance requirements.
To APPLY:  Qualified applicants should submit an updated resume/and or 
application with three professional work references, and salary history to 
KCATA- Human Resources, 1200 E. 18th Street, KCMO 64108 or email all 
documents to: jobs@kcata.org by April 1, 2013.                               EOE
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Have you ever 
turned on the light 
in a dark basement 
and shuddered 

as cockroaches scurried 
away? I get that same sense 
of revulsion whenever I hear 
about unscrupulous swindlers 
taking advantage of the victims 
of natural and manmade 
disasters. 

The Better Business Bureau 
has dubbed these human 
cockroaches “Storm Chasers” 
because they creep out of the 
woodwork after every major 
storm or disaster. In fact, 
because fraud was so widespread 
after Hurricane Katrina, the 
Department of Justice created 
the National Center for Disaster 
Fraud, a central information 
clearinghouse for more than 20 
federal agencies where people 
can report suspected fraudulent 
activities tied to disasters of all 
types. 

One common scam is where 
supposed repair workers blitz 
impacted neighborhoods, 
hoping to ensnare frazzled 
homeowners. Their typical 
line is, “We’re really slammed 
but with a cash deposit you 
can ensure a spot on our 
busy schedule.” Or, they’ll 
scare people into thinking 
their home is dangerously 
unsafe, sometimes actually 
creating damage during their 
“inspection.”

Often, these Storm Chasers 
just take the money and run. 
Or, if they do show up and make 

repairs, their work or materials 
are shoddy. This could leave 
you on the hook financially 
since your homeowners 
insurance probably won’t cover 
unauthorized or fraudulent 
repairs.

Here are a few tips from 
the Better Business Bureau 
to avoid becoming a Storm 
Chaser victim: 

Ask your insurance company 
about what’s covered under 
your policy and specific filing 
requirements. Also ask them 
to survey the damage and see 
whether they have approved 
contractors. 

Never hire a laborer or 
contractor on the spot. Get 
at least three estimates based 
on the same specifications 
and materials. Check their 
references, licensing and 
registration information with 
the National Association of 
State Contractors Licensing 
Agencies (www.nascla.org/
licensing_information); also 
read reviews posted by the 
Better Business Bureau.

Require written contracts 
that specify work to be done, 
materials to be used, start 
and end dates, responsibility 
for hauling away debris, and 
costs broken down by labor 
and materials. Verify that the 
contractor’s name, address, 
phone number and license 
number are included, as well 
as any verbal promises and 
warranties. 

Read the fine print. Some 
shady contracts include 

clauses allowing substantial 
cancellation fees if you choose 
not to use the contractor after 
your insurance company has 
approved the claim. Others 
require you to pay the full 
price if you cancel after 
the cancellation period has 
expired.

Ask your contractor to provide 
proof of current insurance that 
covers workers compensation 
benefits, property damage and 
personal liability. 

You’ll probably be asked to 
pay an upfront deposit to cover 
initial materials – one-quarter 
to one-third is reasonable upon 
delivery of materials to your 
home and once work begins.

Never pay in full in advance, 
and don’t pay cash. Have the 
contract specify a schedule for 
releasing payments, and before 
making the final payment, ask 
the contractor to provide proof 
that all subcontractors have 
been paid – if not, you could 
be liable for their fees.

And finally, remember the 
adage, “If it sounds too good 
to be true, it probably is.” If 
someone uses high-pressure 
sales tactics, requires full 
payment upfront, asks you 
to get necessary permits or 
offers to shave costs by using 
leftover materials from another 
job – run. They’re potentially 
disastrous to your bottom line 
– and you’ve been through one 
disaster already. 

Jason Alderman directs Visa’s 
financial education programs. 

¿Alguna vez 
encendió la luz 
de un sótano 
oscuro y se 

estremeció al ver cucarachas 
escabullirse por los rincones? 
Yo siento la misma repulsión 
cuando escucho acerca de 
estafadores inescrupulosos que 
se aprovechan de las víctimas 
de desastres naturales y 
provocados por el hombre. 

La Better Business Bureau, la 
agencia para mejores prácticas 
empresariales, ha apodado 
a estas cucarachas humanas 
“cazadores de tormentas”, 
porque aparecen de la nada 
después de cada tormenta 
o desastre significativo. De 
hecho, debido a que el fraude 
se esparció tanto después 
del huracán Katrina, el 
Departamento de Justicia creó 
el National Center for Disaster 
Fraud (Centro Nacional 
Contra Fraudes de Desastre), 
un centro de información para 
más de 20 agencias federales 
donde la gente puede denunciar 
sospechas de actividades 
fraudulentas vinculadas a 
desastres de toda clase. 

Una estafa común se da 
cuando supuestos obreros de 
reparaciones aparecen en los 
vecindarios afectados, para 
engañar a los propietarios 
extenuados. Su discurso 
típico es: “Estamos realmente 
saturados pero si realiza un 
depósito en efectivo podemos 
hacer lugar en nuestra ocupada 
agenda”. También tienden a 
asustar a la gente para que crea 
que su vivienda es peligrosa e 
insegura y a veces provocan 
daños durante su “inspección”.

A menudo, estos “cazadores 
de tormentas” simplemente 
toman el dinero y huyen. 

O si regresan para hacer las 
reparaciones, su trabajo o los 
materiales son de mala calidad. 
Esto podría comprometerlo 
financieramente debido 
a que probablemente su 
seguro de vivienda no cubrirá 
reparaciones no autorizadas o 
fraudulentas.

A continuación, algunos 
consejos de la Better Business 
Bureau para evitar ser víctima 
de un cazador de tormentas. 

Consulte a su compañía 
de seguro para saber qué 
cubre su póliza y qué debe 
presentar específicamente. 
Solicite también que vengan 
a inspeccionar los daños y vea 
si cuentan con contratistas 
aprobados. 

Nunca contrate a un obrero o 
contratista en el acto. Obtenga al 
menos tres presupuestos en base 
a las mismas especificaciones 
y materiales. Verifique las 
referencias, licencias y registros 
con la National Association of 
State Contractors Licensing 
Agencies (Asociación Nacional 
de Agencias Estatales de 
Concesión de Licencias de 
Contratistas - www.nascla.
org/licensing_information); 
también lea las revisiones 
publicadas por la Better 
Business Bureau.

Exija contratos por escrito 
que especifiquen el trabajo 
a realizar, los materiales a 
utilizar, fechas de inicio y 
finalización, responsabilidad 
para la remoción de escombros 
y detalle de los costos de 
mano de obra y materiales. 
Verifique que se incluya el 
nombre, dirección, número de 
teléfono y número de licencia 
del contratista, como también 
todas las promesas y garantías. 

Lea la letra pequeña. 
Algunos contratos dudosos 
incluyen cláusulas que 

permiten importantes tasas 
por cancelación si decide no 
contratar al contratista después 
de que su compañía de seguro 
haya aprobado el reclamo. 
Otros exigen que pague todo 
el costo si cancela después de 
haber expirado el periodo de 
cancelación.

Solicite a su contratista que 
proporcione un comprobante 
del seguro vigente que cubra 
indemnización laboral, daños a 
la propiedad y responsabilidad 
personal. 

Es posible que le soliciten 
pagar un depósito por 
adelantado para cubrir los 
materiales iniciales; entre un 
cuarto y un tercio es razonable 
contra entrega de los materiales 
en su domicilio y una vez que 
comiencen las obras.

Nunca pague la totalidad 
por adelantado y no pague en 
efectivo. Exija que el contrato 
especifique un cronograma 
para liberar los pagos y, antes de 
realizar el último pago, solicite 
al contratista que entregue 
un comprobante que indique 
que se les pagó a todos los 
subcontratistas; de no ser así, 
usted podría ser responsable de 
pagarles.

Y finalmente, recuerde el 
dicho: “Si suena muy bien para 
ser verdad, probablemente no 
lo es.” Si alguien lo presiona 
con tácticas de venta, exige 
el pago total por adelantado, 
solicita que usted consiga los 
permisos necesarios o le ofrece 
reducir costos con materiales 
sobrantes de otro trabajo, huya. 
Los resultados finales podrían 
ser desastrosos, encima usted 
ya pasó un desastre. 

Jason Alderman dirige 
los programas de educación 
financiera de Visa.
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KC Chamber Marks 
First Public Event In 2013 
Small Business Celebration

More than 
100 area 
companies on 
display 

The Greater Kansas 
City Chamber of 
Commerce is pleased 
to announce its 

27th annual Small Business 
Celebration, presented by the 
Kauffman Foundation and Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas 
City; one of the largest salutes to 
small business in the nation.

Small businesses make up 
more than 90 percent of the 
KC Chamber’s membership 
base. That’s why it’s imperative 
to honor the efforts of these 
businesses in our community, 
and their impact on the regional 
economy.

The Candidates’ Showcase 
is the first public event of the 
KC Chamber’s Small Business 
Celebration. More than 100 
candidates will showcase their 
products and services at Union 
Station’s Sprint Festival Plaza 
on March 21 from 5:00-7:00 
p.m. Come see who’s making 
a difference in Kansas City’s 

economy; everything from video 
production and fitness trainers 
to mobile application design and 
architectural firms. 

“We’re celebrating those 
entrepreneurs who have shown 
success and can set an example for 
others, as well as recognizing the 
importance of these companies 
in our business landscape,” 
said Jim Heeter, president and 
chief executive officer or the 
Greater Kansas City Chamber of 
Commerce.

The Small Business Celebration 
is one that offers invaluable 
visibility for companies working 
to build their reputation in 
the community. It’s exclusive 
company and validates the 
mission of the hundreds of 
nominated companies. A 
select few, judged on growth, 
sustainability, community 
service, and employee relations, 
will be announced as this year’s 
Top 10. They’ll be introduced 
during a special private reception 
with Top 10 alumni at the 
Roasterie’s Bean Hangar Event 
Space on April 10 from 6:00-
8:00 p.m.

One of the Top 10 will be 
crowned the KC Chamber’s 
2013 Small Business of the 
Year; receiving the prestigious 
Mr. K award at the annual CEO 

Panel and awards luncheon. 
Named for famed entrepreneur 
Ewing M. Kauffman, the 
honor is bestowed to the small 
business that best exemplifies 
Mr. K’s business philosophies: 
strong growth or sustainability, 
outstanding employee relations, 
and a passion for community 
service. 

The KC Chamber is 
introducing new awards to the 
Small Business Celebration in 
2013, including: Legacy of Kansas 
City, for small companies with 
longevity in the metro; Diverse 
Small Business of the Year, 
geared toward minority business 
enterprise, veteran-owned 
business or disabled veteran-
owned business, and woman-
owned business enterprise; and 
Aspirational Entrepreneur, for 
startup or micro companies 
built on ideology, values, and 
goals to make change through 
enrichment.

In addition to the announcement 
of the Mr. K award, the winners 
of Legacy of Kansas City, Diverse 
Small Business of the Year, and 
Aspirational Entrepreneur awards 
will also be celebrated on May 15 
from 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at the 
Kansas City Convention Center’s 
Grand Ballroom.

Mayor James appointed 
a Blue Ribbon 
Commission to study 

the issue of local control for Kansas 
City’s Police Department.

“In the last year, we have been 
wisely deliberate in our approach 
to this matter, and I have 
assembled a group of prominent 
Kansas Citians to weigh this 
complex issue and make public 
recommendations.

“This is how government works 
best. Consensus is possible, even 
on difficult issues, when we ask our 
citizens for input and move forward 
with hard data and facts. I look forward 
to hearing their recommendations,” 
said Mayor James.

Similar to the Citizens’ 
Commission on Municipal 
Revenue, the Local Control 
Commission will independently 
research, assess, and recommend 
a path forward. The selected 
members represent a spectrum 
of opinions on this issue as well 
as reflect the diversity of the 
Kansas City community.

The mission of the group will 
be to review and determine if 
current system is best for KC.

If it is not, then the Commission 
will determine what a better 
system would look like.

The Commissions is charged 
with determining the impact of 
any changes to the governance 
system on finances and service to 
residents and also to determine 
a way to be accountable in 
both respects. This will require 
research, evaluation and analysis, 
and a blueprint for moving 
forward, which may include 
charter changes, or proposals to 
the state legislature.

The Mayor is requesting 
that the Commission complete 
its work and forward formal 
recommendations by October of 
this year.

Members of the Blue Ribbon 
Commission:

Kay Barnes, Co-Chair - Mayor 
Barnes served as one of the 
first two women elected to the 
Jackson County legislature. In 
1999, she was elected as the first 
woman Mayor of Kansas City.

Pat McInerney, Co-Chair - Mr. 
McInerney most recently served 
as President of the Kansas City 
Police Board and is currently a 
partner at Husch Blackwell. 

Sandra Aust - Director of 
Coming of Age Kansas City 
Metro, a civic engagement 
initiative researched at Temple 

University and sponsored by 
Shepherd’s Center Central. 

Erika Brice - Principal of the 
si12 Group, a consulting firm 
she founded to focus on the real 
estate & economic development 
needs of low to moderate income 
communities. 

Hyajin Bushey - Officer Bushey 
is currently assigned as a Project 
Officer within the Research and 
Development Division. She has been 
with the department since 2001. 

Emanuel Cleaver, III - Dr. 
Cleaver serves as Senior Pastor 
of St. James United Methodist 
Church in Kansas City. 

Councilwoman Melba Curls 
- Currently serving the 3rd 
District at large and previously 
served four terms in the Missouri 
House of Representatives. 

Duke Dujakovich - Life-long 
Kansas City, Missouri, Duke 
joined the KCFD in 1987 and is 
currently a Battalion Chief. 

Tim Flook - Former Missouri 
State Representative, Mr. Flook 
is an attorney at the firm Flook 
and Graham, and is a former 
Clay County Counselor.

Councilman Ed Ford - Currently 
represents the 2nd District at 
large and is the chairman of the 
Planning, Zoning and Economic 
Development Committee.

Eddie Gladbach - Vice 
President, Legal for AMC 
Entertainment, Inc. and is 
a resident of the Hyde Park 
neighborhood. 

Gwen Grant - President & 
CEO of the Urban League of 
Greater Kansas City. 

Carol Grimaldi - She has been 
the Executive Director of Brush 
Creek Community Partners 
since 1998.

Barrett Hatches - Dr. Hatches 
is the owner of Hatches 
Consulting, LLC, and the 
president and principal owner of 
BHMM Energy Services. 

Jerry Jones - Lead health 
equity community organizer 
with Communities Creating 
Opportunities and a life-long 
resident of Kansas City.

Justin Kobolt - Sergeant 
Kobolt is currently assigned as 
a supervisor within the Research 
and Development Division of the 
Kansas City Police Department. 

Brad Lemon - Currently serves 
as the Executive Vice President 
for the Fraternal Order of Police, 
Lodge 99 and has been a member 
of the Kansas City Missouri 

Police Department for well over 
two decades. 

Ron Lindsay - Pastor Lindsay, 
a native of Kansas City, is the 
founder and Senior Pastor 
of Concord Fortress of Hope 
Church. Concord is located in 
South Kansas City, Missouri.

Beth Low - Vice President 
(Policy & Public Affairs) of KC 
Healthy Kids, and Director of 
the Greater Kansas City Food 
Policy Coalition. 

Sean McCauley - Attorney at 
McCauley & Roach. He is the 
current legal counsel for the 
Kansas City Fraternal Order of 
Police.

Gene Morgan - He holds 
a Masters Degree from the 
University of Central Missouri 
in Corrections and an MPA 
from the University of Missouri 
Kansas City. He is an adjunct 
instructor of criminal justice at 
MCCKC, Penn Valley Campus.

Charles Myers - Attorney 
at Lathrop and Gage, LLP on 
healthcare law issues. 

Dr. Ken Novak - Associate 
Professor and Chair of UMKC’s 
Department of Criminal Justice 
and Criminology.

CiCi Rojas - Mrs. Rojas is 
President and CEO of Kansas 
City’s Central Exchange. 

Councilman John Sharp - 
Currently represents the 6th 
District and is the Chairman of 
the Public Safety Committee.

Sandy Skaggs - She served 
on the Mid-Continent Public 
Library Board and currently 
serves on the Board of Directors 
for the Clay County affiliate of 
Hillcrest Transitional Housing.

Angie Stanland - vice 
president of Associate Services 
and Recruiting at Cerner 
Corporation. 

Imam Sulaiman Z. Salaam 
- Resident Imam of Al - Haqq 
Islamic Center, recently 
appointed as an Ambassador for 
Peace by the World Federation 
of Peace.

Balius Tate - Retired Great 
Plains Energy executive, he 
has also served on the Board of 
Police Commissioners for the 
City of Kansas City.

Brenda Tinnen - Brenda 
Tinnen, general manager and 
senior vice president of Sprint 
Center/AEG-KC, and serves as 
vice-chair of Missouri Tourism 
Commission. 

Blue Ribbon 
Commission Panel Will 
Study and Make 
Recommendations On 
Future Governance Of KCPD

Avoiding Post-Disaster 
Scam Artists

Evite A Los Estafadores Post-Desastres
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By 
MAGALI OLMEDO,
Senior Alta Vista Charter High School
                                                              

e              f

Estas de pie en el cuarto, 
mirando a la persona 
que amas inmóvil 
delante de ti. Las cuatro 

paredes acolchonadas del ataúd 
confinan su cuerpo – él está tan 
rígido y su piel luce pálida, y te 
das cuenta que sus ojos están 
cerrados para siempre. Todos 
alrededor lloran y todo lo que 
puedes pensar es, “¿Qué hice 
mal?”.

Su dolor era profundo y no 
podía seguir más. En su mente, 
la única salida era agarrar la 
cuerda y terminar con todo. 
Después de una respiración 
profunda la cuerda le hizo callar 
- una solución permanente a un 
problema temporal.

Su dolor terminó 
inmediatamente, pero ese dolor 
era ahora la realidad de sus seres 
queridos, tanto su familia como 
amigos.  

El suicidio es la tercera 
causa principal de muerte para 
jóvenes de 15 a 24 años, según 
los Centros para el Control y 
Prevención de Enfermedades 
(CDC por sus siglas en inglés) - 
está por abajo de los accidentes 
y homicidios.  Y éste escenario 
es; lamentablemente bastante 
común entre varones ya que 
tienen cuatro veces mayor 
probabilidad de suicidarse que 
las mujeres. 

La mayor parte de la atención 
a la prevención de suicidios de 
adolescentes, ha estado en el 
creciente acceso a tratamiento.  
Menos esfuerzos se están 
llevando a cabo para asegurar 
la calidad de esos programas.  
No es suficiente decir: “Sí, él 
o ella recibieron tratamiento”.  
Deberíamos exigir y esperar que 
los estudiantes jóvenes como yo, 
reciban servicios de calidad. 

Después de que un estudiante 
de la escuela preparatoria local 
se quito la vida principios de 
este año, los consejeros tuvieron 
una conferencia con mujeres 
estudiantes sobre la prevención 
del suicidio. Recibimos 
consejos sobre cómo manejar 
el estrés y la depresión, pero me 
quede preguntando, “¿Puede 
esta “charla” realmente ser 
suficiente para prevenir futuras 
tragedias?”.

Aunque los varones estén en 
riesgos más altos, y por lo que yo 
sé, no recibieron la información 
preventiva de suicidio de la 
escuela. Pueden ser víctimas 
también, pero se olvidaron de 
ellos.

En el 2008, cuando asistí a la 
Escuela Preparatoria del Este, 
una estudiante se suicidó.  Ésto 
debería haber sido una llamada 
de atención para que la escuela 
tomara medidas, pero en cambio 
se puso una bandera a media 
asta, y el tema sobre el suicidio 

se evitó en todos sus aspectos.  
Más escuelas, donde los 

estudiantes pasan la mayor parte 
de su tiempo, deben comenzar a 
construir programas fuertes que 
hablen con eficacia de este tema.  
Ésto se trata de salvar las vidas 
de adolescentes y la cultivación 
de mentes sanas, pero me temo 
que las escuelas - sobre todo 
aquellas que sirven a estudiantes 
de bajos ingresos; estudiantes 
de minoría – simplemente no 
están proporcionando servicios 
preventivos de calidad mas 
allá de la “charla”.  Hasta que 
hagan ésto, 11 jóvenes (15-24) 
continuaran muriendo cada día, 
como lo reporta la Asociación 
Americana de Suicidios. 

Por supuesto, las escuelas 
no deberían cargar con toda la 
responsabilidad.  Se necesita 
de  una comunidad entera para 
ayudar a prevenir que un amigo, 
un hermano, una hermana o 
primo, se quiten sus vidas, pero 
las escuelas juegan un papel 
importante al estar al frente y 
salvar vidas. 

Nadie quiere estar de pie en el 
silencio de un cuarto, diciendo 
adiós a un ser querido que 
estaba demasiado joven. 

Magali Olmedo de 17 años, 
es reportera de la agencia de 
noticias de la escuela, Conexión 
Azteca. 

Suicide’s Rates Higher 
For People 15-24

Los Indices de Suicidio Son Más Altos 
Para La Gente Entre 15-24 Años

You’re standing in the room, 
looking at the person you 
love motionless in front 

of you. The four cushioned walls 
of the casket confine his body - 
he’s so stiff and his skin looks 
pale and you realize his eyes are 
shut forever. Everyone around is 
crying and all you can think is, 
“What did I do wrong?”

His pain was deep and couldn’t 
take it anymore. In his mind, 
the only way out was to grab 
the rope and end it all. After a 
deep breath the rope silenced 
him -- a permanent solution to 
a temporary problem.

His pain ended immediately 
but that pain was now the 
reality of his loved ones, both 
family and friends.

Suicide is the third leading 
cause of death for young people 

ages 15-24 according to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC)--that’s 
right behind accidents and 
homicides. And this scenario is, 
unfortunately, not uncommon 
among males as they are four 
times more likely to commit 
suicide than females.

Much of the focus on 
preventing teen suicides has 
been on increasing access to 
treatment. Fewer efforts are 
being carried-out to ensure the 
quality of those programs. It’s 
not enough to say, “Yes, he or 
she received treatment.” We 
should demand and expect that 
young students like myself are 
receiving the quality services. 

After a local high school 
student took her life earlier this 
year, the counselors conferenced 
with female students about 
suicide prevention. We received 
advice on how to handle stress 
and depression, but I was left 
asking, “Can this “talk” really 
be enough to prevent future 
tragedies?”

Although males are at higher 
risks, as far as I am aware of, 
they did not receive suicide 
prevention information from 
the school. They can be victims, 
too, but they were forgotten. 

In 2008, when I attended 
East High School, a female 
student committed suicide. This 
should have been a wake up call 

to the school to take action, 
but instead a flag was lowered 
and the topic about suicide was 
avoided all together.

More schools, where students 
spend the majority of their 
time, must start building strong 
programs that effectively address 
the issue. This is about saving 
teenage lives and cultivating 
healthy minds, but I’m afraid 
schools--especially those who 
serve low-income, minority 
students--are just not providing 
quality prevention services 
outside the “talk.” Until they do 
so, 11 young people (15-24) will 
continue to die on a daily basis 
as reported by the American 
Association of Suicidology. 

Of course, schools shouldn’t 
carry full responsibility. It takes 
a whole community to help 
prevent a friend, a brother, a 
sister or cousin from taking 
their lives, but schools play an 
important role in stepping up 
and saving lives. 

No one wants to be standing 
in the silence of a room saying 
farewell to a loved one who was 
far too young. 

Magali Olmedo is a 
reporter for the school’s news 
organization, Conexión Azteca. 
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STUDENT C  RNER
E L  R I N C O N  D E L  E S T U D I A N T E

Traduce 
GEMMA TORNERO                                              

Kansas City Hispanic News is launching a partnership with Alta Vista Charter 
High School’s Journalism Program -- Conexión Azteca. The students’ news 
stories and opinion columns will appear regularly in this publication to 
empower more students to pursue a career in the media industry and to 
highlight the importance of  written communication in the 21st century. 

Kansas City, Hispanic News está lanzando una colaboración con el Programa 
de Periodismo de la Escuela Preparatoria Chárter Alta Vista - Conexión Azteca.  
Las noticias de los estudiantes y las columnas de opinión, aparecerán con 
regularidad en ésta publicación para impulsar a más estudiantes a estudiar 
una carrera en la industria de los medios de comunicación, y destacar la 
importancia de la comunicación escrita en el siglo veintiuno. 
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Visitors Association, our Kansas 
City Affiliates and everyone who 
has made this possible,” said 
Murguia.

She added that the area also 
boasts some of the “most respected 
and acclaimed members of our 
(NCLR) network.”  Included in 
that group are: Cabot Westside 
Health Center, the only primary 
health care clinic targeting the 
Latino community, El Centro 
Inc., with a history of 40 years 
serving the Latino community in 
Kansas City, Kansas. Guadalupe 
Centers Inc., the oldest and 
one of the largest nonprofits 
serving the Latino community. 
Other agencies included Harvest 
America, Kansas Hispanic 
Economic Development 
Corporation and Mattie Rhodes 
Center.

“When most people think 
of the Latino community, they 
think about California, Texas, 
or Florida. And we are certainly 
big parts of all those states. The 
roots of the Hispanic community 
in the Midwest are nearly as long 
and deep. In fact, in addition to 
Mattie Rhodes, GCI started in 
this city nearly a century ago,” 
said Murguia.

NCLR is the largest national 
Hispanic civil rights and 
advocacy organization in the 
United States. The NCLR Annual 
Conference is the nation’s largest 
annual gathering of leaders, 
advocates, elected officials, 
business executives and change-
makers whose work impacts the 
Latino community. NCLR will 
also bring the National Latino 
Family Expo one of the largest 
events in the country focused 
on resources and activities for 
the Latino family, averaging 
200 exhibitors showcasing their 
products and services.  

This is NCLR’s second time 
hosting its annual conference 
in Kansas City. The last time 
was in 1989. “NCLR is a 
tremendous civil rights and 
advocacy organization that does 
great things across the country,” 
said Mayor Sly James. “I’m 
thrilled to welcome the group 
back to Kansas City, Missouri 
and look forward to a long-
standing relationship with 

NCLR leadership, affiliates, and 
supporters. The fact that NCLR 
is headed back to Kansas City 
shows that we are a diverse, 
inclusive community that values 
people of all backgrounds.”

Cris Medina, president/
CEO of Guadalupe Centers 
Inc., (GCI) was excited by the 
announcement. “A lot of things 
have happened since the last 
time they were here. It is a great 
opportunity to showcase the 
city.”

“We have been a part of the 
NCLR charter school network. 
We have done things with them 
across the country. We have been 
a part of their early college prep 
program ... their early Latino 
childcare network program. We 
have been involved with NCLR 
on a number of initiatives 
that they have spearheaded,” 
explained Medina in talking of 
the close relationship between 
the two organizations.

Medina added that the 
conference would provide an 
opportunity to highlight the 
work of the center. “There 
will be major Fortune 500 
company representatives here. 
There is going to be a lot of the 
national foundations, corporate 
companies and a lot of elected 
officials, national as well as local. 
There will be an opportunity to 
network and meet a lot of these 
individuals to show them the 
work that our agency is doing 
here in Kansas City and that of 
other affiliate agencies as well.”

Medina’s enthusiasm for the 
conference is vindication of 
sorts for having taken a position 
back during Mayor Mark 
Funkhouser’s term against the 
organization coming to Kansas 
City for its annual conference. 
At that time, Funkhouser had 
appointed Frances Semler, a 
Minutemen supporter, to the 
Parks board. Her strong views 
on immigration and those of 
the Minutemen did not sit well 
with local and national Latino 
organizations and individuals.

At a national affiliate meeting 
in Miami prior to the conference, 
Medina told his colleagues that 
he did not feel comfortable 
inviting the organization to 
have their conference in the city 

as long as the mayor refused to 
remove Semler from the Parks 
board.

“That was very difficult because 
I love this city and always love to 
highlight it whenever possible,” 
explained Medina. “What kind 
of message are we sending to 
our organization? Here we are 
a national advocacy civil rights 
organization. We are going to 
come and this city has members 
of the Minutemen who are anti 
immigrant and a lot of hate 
rhetoric they passed on.”

Rick Hughes, president 
and CEO of the Kansas City 
Convention and Visitors 
Association, said he believes 
by the city hosting the NCLR 
conference in 2015 it could 
lead to other national Latino 
conferences coming to KC.

Medina added that the 
conference “Is going to have a 
huge economic impact on the 
city once people see the amenities 
and how affordable it is. … The 
people that are coming here will 
be pleasantly surprised to find 
that there are so many things to 
see and do and I hope that a lot 
of these people will come back 
and make some vacation plans 
with their families.”

El Centro president and CEO 
Mary Lou Jaramillo said, “It’s 
been a long time… it is good for 
us and it elevates our affiliates 
here in Kansas City and as 
Mayor Sly James said it shows 
others the value and strength of 
the Latino community.”

Medina conceded that the 
presence of Murguia as president 
and CEO of NCLR was a big help 
in getting the organization to 
Kansas City. Murguia is a native 
of the area, having been raised in 
the Argentine neighborhood of 
Kansas City, Kansas. 

“Having Janet as the CEO of 
NCLR made our job easier. We 
did not have to sell her on Kansas 
City. She already knew that 
this is a great city and that we 
could host it and do a great job. 
… Once she knew that we had 
support from the local affiliates 
and the corporate community 
and there were no political issues 
we had to deal with, she was on 
the board,” said Medina.

“Como muchos de ustedes ya 
saben, la comunidad latina del 
área de Kansas City, ha tenido 
una presencia fuerte durante 
más de un siglo, y la conferencia 
anual del 2015 no sólo destacará 
a la comunidad hispana del área, 
sino reafirmará cómo nuestra 
comunidad ha crecido, y sigue 
influyendo positivamente en 
nuestro país”, dijo Murguía.
“As many of you already know, 
the Kansas City area Latino 
community has had a strong 
presence for more than a century, 
and the 2015 annual conference 
will not only highlight the area’s 
Hispanic community, but will 
reaffirm how our community 
has grown and continues 
to positively influence our 
country,”said Murguia.

ha crecido, y sigue influyendo 
positivamente en nuestro país. 
Quiero agradecer al Alcalde Sly 
James, a la Asociación de Visitantes 
y Convenciones de Kansas City, a 
nuestros Afiliados de Kansas City 
y a cada uno que ha hecho ésto 
posible”, dijo Murguía.

Añadió que el área también 
presume de tener algunos de 
los “integrantes más respetados 
y aclamados de nuestra red 
(NCLR)”. Incluido en ese 
grupo están: el Centro Médico 
Cabot Westside, la única clínica 
de asistencia médica primaria 
que tiene como objetivo a la 
comunidad latina, El Centro 
Inc., con una historia de 40 años 
sirviendo a la comunidad de 
latina en Kansas City, Kansas. 
Guadalupe Centers Inc., el centro 
más viejo y una de las agencias 
no lucrativas más grandes que 
sirven a la comunidad latina. 
Otras agencias incluyen Harvest 
América, la Corporación para el 
Desarrollo Económico Hispano 
de Kansas y Mattie Rhodes 
Center.

“Cuando la mayor parte 
de personas piensan en la 
comunidad latina, piensan en 
California, Texas o Florida. Y 
ciertamente somos gran parte de 
todos esos estados. Las raíces de la 
comunidad hispana en el Medio 
Oeste, son casi tan profundas 
y de mucho tiempo. De hecho, 
además de Mattie Rhodes, GCI 
comenzó en ésta ciudad hace casi 
un siglo”, dijo Murguía.

NCLR es la mayor 
organización nacional hispana 
de derechos civiles y abogacía 
en los Estados Unidos. La 
Conferencia Anual del NCLR es 
el encuentro anual más grande de 
la nación; de líderes, activistas, 
funcionarios electos, empresarios 
y transformadores cuyo trabajo 
afecta a la comunidad latina. 
NCLR también traerá la Expo 
Nacional de la Familia Latina uno 
de los mayores acontecimientos 
en el país, y que se centra en los 
recursos y actividades para la 
familia latina, con un promedio 
de 200 expositores presentando 
sus productos y servicios.

Esta es la segunda vez que el 
NCLR celebrará su conferencia 
anual en Kansas City. La última 
vez fue en 1989. “El NCLR es 
una tremenda organización de 
derechos civiles y abogacía que 
hace cosas grandiosas en todo el 
país”, dijo el alcalde Sly James. 
“Estoy encantado de dar la 
bienvenida al grupo de regreso 

a Kansas City, Missouri, y 
esperamos una relación de larga 
duración con el liderazgo del 
NCLR, afiliados y simpatizantes. 
El hecho de que el NCLR regresa 
de nuevo a Kansas City, muestra 
que somos una comunidad 
diversa, incluyente, que valora 
a las personas de todos los 
orígenes".

Cris Medina, Presidente y 
Director Ejecutivo de Guadalupe 
Centers Inc. (GCI por sus siglas en 
inglés) estaba emocionado por el 
anuncio. “Muchas cosas han pasado 
desde la última vez que estuvimos 
aquí. Es una gran oportunidad 
para mostrar la ciudad”.

“Hemos sido parte de la red 
de escuelas chárter del NCLR. 
Hemos hecho cosas con ellos en 
todo el país. Hemos sido parte 
de su programa temprano de 
preparación para la universidad, 
de la red de programa de 
educación infantil temprana 
para niños latinos. Hemos estado 
involucrados con el NCLR, en 
una serie de iniciativas que lo 
han impulsado”, explicó Medina, 
al hablar de la relación estrecha 
entre las dos organizaciones.

Medina agregó que la 
conferencia sería una oportunidad 
para destacar la labor del centro. 
“Habrá aquí representantes de las 
grandes compañías de Fortune 
500. Va a haber un montón 
de fundaciones nacionales, 
empresas corporativas y un 
montón de funcionarios electos, 
tanto nacional como local. Habrá 
una oportunidad para establecer 
contactos y conocer a muchas de 
éstas personas para mostrarles el 
trabajo que nuestra agencia está 
haciendo aquí en Kansas City, y 
la de otros organismos afiliados 
también”.

El entusiasmo de Medina para 
la conferencia, es la clase de 
reivindicación por haber tomado 
una posición detractora durante 
el mandato de Alcalde Mark 
Funkhouser, en contra de la 
organización para venir a Kansas 
City, para su conferencia anual. 
En ese momento, Funkhouser 
nombró a Francés Semler, 
quien apoya a Minutemen, a la 
junta de Parques y Recreación. 
Sus fuertes puntos de vista 
sobre inmigración y las de los 
Minutemen, no le cayeron bien a 
las organizaciones latinas locales, 
nacionales y a particulares.

En una reunión nacional 
afiliada en Miami antes de la 
conferencia, Medina dijo a sus 
colegas que no se sentía cómodo 
invitando a la organización para 
tener su conferencia en la ciudad, 

en tanto el alcalde se negará a 
remover a Semler de la junta de 
Parques.

“Eso fue muy difícil porque me 
encanta esta ciudad, y siempre 
amo el resaltarla siempre que 
sea posible”, explicó Medina. 
“¿Qué clase de mensaje estamos 
enviando a nuestra organización? 
Aquí somos una organización 
nacional de defensa de derechos 
civiles. Vamos a venir, y ésta 
ciudad cuenta con integrantes 
de los Minutemen quienes son 
anti-inmigrantes y con mucha 
retórica de odio”.

Rick Hughes, presidente y 
director ejecutivo de la Asociación 
de Visitantes y Convenciones de 
Kansas City, dijo que cree que 
la ciudad al ser anfitriona de 
la conferencia del NCLR en el 
2015, podría dar lugar a otras 
conferencias latinas nacionales 
para que vengan a KC.

Medina agregó que la 
conferencia “Va a tener un gran 
impacto económico en la ciudad 
una vez que la gente vea las 
comodidades y lo accesible que 
es. La gente que va a venir aquí 
será gratamente sorprendida 
al encontrar que hay tantas 
cosas que ver y hacer, y espero 
que muchas de estas personas 
vuelvan y hagan algunos planes 
de vacaciones con sus familias”.

La Presidenta y Directora 
Ejecutiva de El Centro, Mary Lou 
Jaramillo, dijo: “Ha sido mucho 
tiempo, es bueno para nosotros 
y eleva a nuestros afiliados aquí 
en Kansas City y como alcalde 
Sly James dijo que muestra a los 
demás el valor y la fuerza de la 
comunidad latina”.

Medina admitió que la 
presencia de Murguía como 
Presidenta y Directora Ejecutiva 
del NCLR, fue de una gran 
ayuda para conseguir que la 
organización venga a Kansas 
City. Murguía es nativa del área, 
habiendo sido criada en el barrio 
de Argentine de Kansas City, 
Kansas.

“Tener a Janet como la 
Directora Ejecutiva del NCLR, 
hace nuestro trabajo más fácil. 
No tuvimos que convencerla 
acerca de Kansas City. Ella ya 
sabía que ésta es una gran ciudad 
y que podríamos ser anfitriones, 
y hacer un gran trabajo. Una 
vez que supo que teníamos el 
apoyo de los afiliados locales y 
la comunidad empresarial, y de 
que no había problemas políticos 
con los cuáles enfrentarnos, ella 
estaba a bordo”, dijo Medina 
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