
Kendra Cruz creció en el 
Condado de Wyandotte, 
Kansas City, Kansas, y 
fue consciente, desde una 

temprana edad, de las disparidades 
de salud que existen en su 
comunidad, especialmente entre la 
población latina.

“Sabía que había tantas cosas 
que eran necesarias para ayudar 
a nuestra comunidad a vivir una 

Kendra Cruz grew up in 
Wyandotte County, Kansas 
City, Kansas and was 
aware at a young age of the 

health disparities that existed in her 
community, especially among the 
Latino population.  

“I knew there [were] so many 
things that needed to be done to 

Joan Williams, su hijo Eric 
Williams, y su hermana Kesha 
Williams ayudaron a darle 
vida a las ventas minoristas de 

Oak Park Mall, temprano durante 
el Viernes Negro el día después de 
Acción de Gracias.

Los residentes de Kansas City, 
Missouri, llevaban paquetes 

Joan Williams, her son Eric 
Williams and her sister Kesha 
Williams helped pump up 
retail sales at Oak Park Mall 

early on Black Friday, the day after 
Thanksgiving.

The Kansas City, Missouri, 
residents carried packages as they 

La familia Morales se reunió 
el fin de semana anterior al 
día de Acción Gracias para 
agradecer de manera diferente 

a la mayoría de la gente.
Sofía Morales, con la ayuda de 

su hija Elena Tamayo y su hermana 
Renee Morales, planearon una 
noche en los campos de personas 
sin hogar en Kansas City, Missouri y 
Kansas City, Kansas para retribuir a 
sus semejantes, hombres y mujeres 
necesitados.

“Esta es la primera vez que salgo 
a los campos de las personas 
sin hogar. Le dijimos a la familia, 
amigos y compañeros de trabajo 
que necesitábamos donaciones de 

The Morales family gathered the 
weekend before Thanksgiving 
to give thanks in a different 
way than most people.

Sophia Morales, with the help 
of her daughter Elena Tamayo and 
her sister Renee Morales, planned 
a night out to homeless camps in 
Kansas City, Missouri and Kansas 
City, Kansas to give back to their 
fellow men and women in need.

“This is my first time going out to 
the homeless camps.  We told family, 
friends and co-workers that we 
needed donations of winter clothing 
and toiletries for people who are 
living on the street this winter,” she 
said.
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WyCo Latinos encouraged 
to live a healthier lifestyle

Se les anima a los latinos de 
WyCo a tener una vida más sana

Thankful to have helped those in need
Agradecidos por haber ayudado a los necesitados

“IT’S KIND OF ...  / PAGE 3 “ES ALGO ASI ...  / PÁGINA 3

Señales de dólar 
durante el viernes negro

Rain and sleet didn’t stop the thousands of Black Friday shoppers from 
buying Christmas gifts for their families and friends. Oak Park Mall officials 
say the bad weather didn’t impact sales.
La lluvia y el aguanieve no detuvieron a los miles de seguidores del 
Viernes Negro en sus compras de regalos de Navidad para sus familias 
y amigos. Funcionarios de Oak Park Mall dijeron que el mal clima no 
impacto las ventas.

Dollar signs on 
black friday
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The Morales family and friends celebrated a successful night of giving back to people in need.  
The group traveled to homeless camps for over three hours on a chilly November night to hand out 
winter gear and toiletries.  Members of a homeless camp in Kansas City, Missouri look through 
the winter items that were donated.  They were grateful for the winter coats, blankets, gloves and 
scarves.  “This will help me stay warm,” said Red from the camp.
La familia Morales y amigos celebran una noche exitosa de retribuir a las personas necesitadas. El 
grupo viajó a los campamentos de personas sin hogar durante más de tres horas en una noche fría de 
noviembre para entregar ropa de invierno y artículos de aseo. Los miembros de un campamento de 
personas sin hogar en Kansas City, Missouri examinan los artículos de invierno que fueron donados. 
Estaban agradecidos por los abrigos de invierno, mantas, guantes y bufandas. “Esto me ayudará a 
mantener el calor”, dijo Red del campamento.

by Debra DeCoster

traduce Gemma Tornero

“I WANT TO BE ...  / PAGE 6

“QUIERO SER ...  / PÁGINA 6

Professor Vicki Collie-Akers, University of Kansas, welcomed attendees 
to the launch of “Wyandotte Deserves” an awareness initiative promoting 
that all people deserve access to healthy foods, opportunities for physical 
activities and quality health services.
La profesora Vicki Collie-Akers, de la Universidad de Kansas, dio la bienvenida 
a los asistentes a la presentación del libro “Wyandotte Deserves” (Wyandotte 
Merece), una iniciativa de sensibilización promoviendo que todas las personas 
merecen tener acceso a alimentos saludables, oportunidades para las 
actividades físicas y servicios de salud de calidad.

by Jerry LaMartina traduce Gemma Tornero

por Debra DeCoster

by Debra DeCoster

Ivonne Gutierrez is awarded 
HEDC Bussiness of the Year. 
See page 8 for complete story.
Ivonne Gutiérrez  
es premiada como  
HEDC Negocios del Año. 
Vea la historia completa 
en la página 8.
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The Morales family gathered 
the gifts they received and 
filled three pick-up trucks.  
Inside the bags were pants, 
winter coats, hats, gloves, 
scarves, wool socks, shoes, 
blankets and tarps.

Family and friends joined 
Sophia Morales and as 
twilight descended over 
the city, they drove to the 
homeless camps.

I was invited to ride along 
and witness the number of 
people living in homeless 
camps or on the streets.  As 
we went from camp to camp, 
people approached the trucks 
and selected items from the 
bags. They thanked the group 
for the blankets and winter 
coats to protect them from 
the dropping temperatures 
and gloves to cover their icy 
fingers.

The volunteers helped out 
about 30 people that night.  
As I watched people from 
the camps, they hugged the 
volunteers and expressed 
their gratitude by wishing 
everyone happy holidays. 
They shared their stories of 
falling on hard times, lost 
employment. Some admitted 
they made mistakes early in 
their life and now can’t find 
employment. Some have had 
drug or alcohol addictions 
and some were looking for 
second chances.

Their stories touched the 
hearts of the volunteers and 
when gloves and coats were 
in low supply I saw several 
volunteers give their own 
coat and gloves to those who 
needed them more.

At one point Sue Morales 
took her gloves off and gave 
an older woman living under 
a bridge the gloves. I watched 
them in a “tug of war” so to 
speak as Sue Morales insisted 
she take them and the older 
woman insisted she would not 
take Sue’s only pair of gloves 
as she worried that Morales 
hands would be cold.

“Take them I have other 
gloves,” said Morales.  As the 
woman protested, Morales 
assured her that she did have 
other gloves and she would 
be fine.  Touched, the woman 
gave Morales a huge hug and 
thanked her over and over.

The interactions were 
laced with ambivalence. At 
each stop, as the Morales’ 
unloaded the donated items, 
figures of people stood in the 
shadows as they watched 
the group.  Uneasy about 
strangers coming into their 
area, they were hesitant to 
approach and take any items 
they needed.   Volunteers 
encouraged them to come and 

see what they had brought 
them and not to be shy.

At the first camp, a small 
group of people emerged 
and slowly approached 
the items laid out on the 
ground.  They were hesitant 
at first to take the items, 
but at the encouragement 
of Sue Morales, the men 
and women began to take 
blankets, gloves, winter 
hats and scarves. Once 
they discovered the tarps, 
they immediately took those 
explaining it would help them 
block out the winter winds.

One woman identified 
herself to me only as Red.  
She was afraid to speak with 
me because she didn’t want 
her family to know where 
she was.

“I will tell you this,” she 
said, “this means so much 
that these people were willing 
to come out here and give us 
these things.  This will help me 

make it through the winter.”
The outreach also had an 

unexpected impact on one 
person in particular. George 
Harris, a former Marine 
veteran, is living in any space 
that he can find on the streets 
of Kansas City, Missouri.  He 
was grateful that the group 
discovered him and gave him 
gloves, socks and a blanket 
to help him as he lives on the 
streets.

“This is great,” he said, 
“I appreciate what they are 
doing and these items will 
help me stay warm.”

Vincent Morales, peer 
mentor at the Salvation 
Army, heard about Harris 
and told Hispanic News 
that he is helping Harris 
find a permanent place to 
live through the Homeless 
Veterans Supportive Services 
for Veterans (SSVF).

“We plan to have him come 
in and meet with me and 

get the paperwork filled out.  
We can help him get off the 
street,” he said.

People sometimes pass 
homeless people without 
giving them a second thought.  
Sophia Morales hopes to 
change that. 

“I want to continue to give 
to the people at the camps 
year round.  The holidays 
are not the only time that 
people need help.  They need 
things all the time and I plan 
to collect donations and take 
items out to the homeless.  
My family and I have been 
fortunate in life and I want to 
give back,” she said.

“I hope that people will think 
outside of themselves.  Don’t 
think about what you want 
for Christmas; think what can 
I do to help somebody else 
have a good holiday.  This 
experience gives kids a better 
awareness around them, not 
everybody have TV’s in every 

room, Wii’s to play, or a home 
where they can go in and 
take a hot shower.  Coming 
out and serving others would 
make them thankful for what 
they have,” she added.

After spending three hours 
outside in the chilly November 
temperatures, Mary Steward 
said she would return again 
to help out.

“I have a teenager at home 
and I want him to come with 
me the next time.  I want 
him to see this so he can be 
grateful for what they have.  
Our teens don’t realize that at 
any given time you could be 
pulled away from the life you 
have and this (homelessness) 
could happen to you. I wish 
others would see this and take 
the time to give back,” said 
Steward.

Christina Olvara, 14 years 
old, joined the group and 
found the experience eye 
opening.

“I have seen homeless 
people along the road, but I 
never expected to see people 
coming up from the woods,” 
she said.

Jesse Laijo, 15 years old, 
agreed with Olvara.  He was 
surprised that people had set 
up their homes in the woods.  
It changed the way he looks 
at others as he saw the people 
up close.

“They don’t have as much 
as other people do.  Coming 
out here and doing this feels 
good.  I am glad that I came 
to help out,” said Laijo.

As the evening wound 
down, the Morales began 
planning the next outing.  
They had heard from the 
people on the street that they 
need tarps, candles, sleeping 
bags and winter gear.  Sophia 
and Sue Morales took notes 
and planned to organize their 
next outing with those items 
on the trucks.

CONT./PAGE 1

ropa de invierno y artículos 
de higiene para las personas 
que viven en la calle este 
invierno”, dijo.

La familia reunió los regalos 
que recibieron y llenaron tres 
camionetas. Dentro de las 
bolsas había pantalones, 
abrigos, sombreros, guantes, 
bufandas, calcetines de lana, 
zapatos, mantas y lonas.

Familiares y amigos se 
unieron a Sofía Morales 
y mientras el crepúsculo 
descendía sobre la ciudad, se 
dirigieron a los campamentos 
de personas sin hogar.

Fui invitada a manejar 
con ellos y ser testigo de la 
cantidad de personas que 
viven en los campamentos 
de personas sin hogar o en 
las calles. A medida que 
fuimos de campamento en 
campamento, las personas se 
acercaron a las camionetas 
y buscaron entre las bolsas 
que teníamos afuera. Dieron 
las gracias al grupo, por 
las mantas y abrigos de 
invierno para protegerlos de 
las bajas temperaturas, y por 
los guantes para cubrir sus 
dedos helados.

Los voluntarios ayudaron 
a alrededor de 30 personas 
esa noche. Mientras miraba a 
la gente de los campos, ellos 
abrazaban a los voluntarios 
y expresaron su gratitud al 

desear a todos unas felices 
fiestas. Ellos compartieron sus 
historias de caer durante los 
malos tiempos, perdieron el 
empleo. Algunos admitieron 
que cometieron errores de 
manera temprana en su 
vida y que ahora no pueden 
encontrar empleo. Algunos 
han tenido adicción a las 
drogas o el alcohol y algunos 
están en busca de una 
segunda oportunidad.

Sus historias tocaron los 
corazones de los voluntarios, y 
cuando ya no tenían guantes y 
abrigos, vi a varios voluntarios 
dar su propio abrigo y 
guantes para aquellos que los 
necesitan más.

En un momento dado, Sue 
Morales tomó sus guantes 
y los entregó a una mujer 
mayor que vive debajo de 
un puente. Las observé en 
un “estira y afloja”, por así 
decirlo, mientras Sue Morales 
insistía en que los tomara 
y la mujer mayor en que no 
iba a tomar el único par de 
guantes de Sue, ya que le 
preocupaba que las manos 
de Morales estuvieran frías.

“Tómalos, tengo otros 
guantes”, dijo Morales. 
Mientras la mujer protestó, 
Morales le aseguró que ella 
tenía otros guantes y que 
estaría bien. Conmovida, la 
mujer dio a Morales un gran 
abrazo y le dio las gracias 
una y otra vez.

Las interacciones estuvieron 
unidas con ambivalencia. En 
cada parada, mientras los 
Morales descargaban los 
artículos donados, siluetas de 
personas permanecían en las 
sombras mientras observaban 
al grupo. Inquietos por los 
extraños que entraban en 
su área, estaban reacios 
a acercarse y tomar algún 
artículo que necesitaran. Los 
voluntarios les animaban a 
acercarse y ver lo que les 
habían traído y a no ser 
tímidos.

En el primer campo, 
un pequeño grupo de 
personas salió y lentamente 
se acercaron a los objetos 
puestos en el suelo. Eran 
dudas al principio de tomar 
las cosas, pero ante el ánimo  
de Sue Morales, los hombres 
y las mujeres comenzaron a 
tomar mantas, guantes, gorros 
y bufandas de invierno. Una 
vez que descubrieron las 
lonas, inmediatamente las 
tomaron, explicando que les 
ayudarían a bloquear los 
vientos invernales.

Una mujer se identificó ante 
mí como Red. Ella tenía miedo 
de hablar conmigo porque no 
quería que su familia supiera 
dónde estaba.

“Voy a decirte esto”, dijo 
ella, “esto significa tanto, 
el que estas personas estén 
dispuestas a venir aquí y 
darnos éstas cosas. Esto me 

ayudará a pasar el invierno”.
La entrega también tuvo un 

impacto inesperado en una 
persona en particular. George 
Harris, un ex veterano de la 
Marina, él está viviendo en 
cualquier espacio que puede 
encontrar en las calles de 
Kansas City, Missouri. Estaba 
agradecido de que el grupo 
lo descubriera y le diera 
guantes, calcetines y una 
manta para ya que él vive en 
las calles.

“Esto es grandioso”, 
dijo, “aprecio lo que están 
haciendo y estos artículos me 
ayudarán a no pasar tanto 
frio”.

Vicente Morales, mentor 
de pares en el Ejército de 
Salvación, se enteró de 
Harris y le dijo a Hispanic 
News que él está ayudando 
a Harris a encontrar un 
lugar permanente para vivir 
a través de los Servicios de 
Apoyo a los Veteranos Sin 
Hogar (SSVF, por sus siglas 
en inglés).

“Planeamos que él venga, 
se encuentre conmigo y 
conseguir llenar el papeleo. 
Podemos ayudarle a 
conseguir que deje la calle”, 
dijo.

La gente a veces pasa 
junto a las personas sin 
hogar, sin darles un segundo 
pensamiento. Sofía Morales 
espera cambiar eso.

“Quiero seguir ayudando a 
la gente en los campamentos, 
durante el año. Los días 
festivos no son la única 
ocasión en que la gente 
necesita ayuda. Necesitan 
cosas todo el tiempo y yo 
planeo recoger donaciones y 
llevar las cosas a las personas 
sin hogar. Mi familia y yo 
hemos sido afortunadas en la 
vida y quiero retribuir”, dijo.

“Espero que la gente piense 
más allá de sí mismos. No 
piense en lo que usted quiere 
para la Navidad; piense, que 
puedo hacer para ayudar 
a alguien más a tener unos 
buenos días festivos. Esta 
experiencia da a los niños 
una mejor conciencia de lo 
que sucede en torno a ellos, 
no todo el mundo tiene TV 
en todas las habitaciones, 
Wii para jugar, o una casa 
donde puedan entrar y tomar 
una ducha caliente. Al salir 
y servir a los demás les hará 
estar agradecidos por lo que 
tienen”, añadió.

Después de pasar tres horas 
afuera en las temperaturas 
frías de noviembre, Mary 
Steward dijo que iba a volver 
de nuevo a ayudar.

“Tengo un adolescente en 
casa y quiero que venga 
conmigo la próxima vez. 
Quiero que vea esto, para 
que pueda estar agradecido 
por lo que tiene. Nuestros 
adolescentes no se dan cuenta 
de que en un momento dado 
uno podría ser arrastrado 
lejos de la vida que tiene, 

y esto (la falta de vivienda), 
podrían pasarte a ti. Ojalá 
que otros vean esto y tomen 
el tiempo para retribuir”, dijo 
Steward.

Christina Olvera, de 14 
años, se unió al grupo y 
encontró la experiencia 
reveladora.

“He visto a personas 
sin hogar a lo largo de la 
carretera, pero nunca esperé 
ver a la gente salir de los 
bosques”, dijo.

Jesse Laijo, de 15 años, 
estuvo de acuerdo con 
Olvera. Le sorprendió que 
la gente había establecido 
sus hogares en el bosque. 
La forma en que mira a los 
demás cambió al ver a la 
gente de cerca.

“Ellos no tienen tanto como 
otras personas. El venir aquí 
y hacer esto se siente bien. 
Me alegro de haber venido 
para ayudar al equipo”, dijo 
Laijo.

A medida que la noche 
terminaba, los Morales 
comenzaron a planificar la 
próxima salida. Ellos habían 
escuchado de la gente en la 
calle, que necesitan lonas, 
velas, sacos de dormir y 
ropa de invierno. Sofía y 
Sue Morales tomaron notas 
y planeaban organizar su 
próxima salida con esas 
cosas en las camionetas.

traduce  
Gemma Tornero

CONT./PÁGINA 1

Sus historias tocaron los corazones de voluntarios

People living in homeless camps in Kansas City, Missouri and Kansas City, Kansas welcomed the gifts of winter clothing, tarps and shoes.  At each stop, men and 
women hugged the volunteers and wished everyone happy holidays.  On the cold November evening, even Moses, a Bullmastiff left with a blanket to protect him 
against the harsh temperatures. “I hope that everyone can think outside of themselves. Don’t think what I want for Christmas, think what can I do to help somebody 
else have a good holiday,” said Sue Morales.
Las personas que viven en los campamentos de personas sin hogar en Kansas City, Missouri y Kansas City, Kansas dieron la bienvenida a los regalos como ropa de invierno, 
lonas y zapatos. En cada parada, los hombres y las mujeres abrazaron a los voluntarios deseandoles a todos felices fiestas. En esa noche fría de noviembre, incluso Moisés, 
un Bullmastiff recibió una manta para protegerse contra las temperaturas extremas. “Espero que todo el mundo pueda pensar no solo en si mismo. No pienses en lo que quieres 
para Navidad, piensa en que hacer para ayudar a que alguien más tenga unas buenas fiestas,” dijo Sue Morales.

Their stories touched the hearts of volunteers
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mientras hacían sus rondas 
en el centro comercial Oak 
Park, en Overland Park, 
Kansas. Habían llegado a 
las 5 a.m., una hora antes 
de la apertura del centro 
comercial.

“Creo que voy a gastar 
casi lo mismo que el año 
pasado”, Joan Williams 
dijo a Kansas City Hispanic 
News. “Siendo que mi hijo 
es mayor ahora, puedo 
centrarme en otras cosas, 
como las cosas para la casa 
que están oferta ahora. (La 
economía) sigue estando 
bastante bien para mí”.

Los recientes ataques 
terroristas en París, el Medio 
Oriente y en otras partes no 
la están impulsando para 
cambiar sus hábitos, dijo.

“Seguimos con la vida 
como normalmente lo 
hacemos”, dijo. “No nos 
afecta para salir de compras 
el Viernes Negro, porque era 
algo que habíamos planeado 
en todo el año de todos 
modos. Es algo así como una 
tradición que hacemos cada 
año, independientemente si 
conseguimos algo o no. Nos 
gusta salir por la multitud y 
la emoción de todo eso”.

Rosalinda Ramírez Willis 
se vio menos de prisa de lo 
esperado en la mañana del 
Viernes Negro en el quiosco 
de Topsy’s Popcorn, en 
Oak Park Mall, donde ella 
trabaja, pero esperaba que 
aumentaran las ventas del 
negocio durante el día y la 
temporada de vacaciones 
que está por llegar.

Topsy’s abrió el quiosco 
para la temporada de 
vacaciones, y también tiene 
una tienda permanente en 
el centro comercial. Los 
dueños de la tienda habían 
pronosticado las ventas en el 
centro comercial del Viernes 
Negro, en  más de $2 mil 
dólares, los mismos que el 
año pasado, pero “no se 

ha vendido mucho”, Willis 
dijo a Hispanic News. Topsy 
habían pronosticado $1,500 
dólares en ventas para el 
Día de Acción de Gracias 
en el centro comercial, pero 
llegaron a $900 dólares.

“Hemos tenido un montón 
de adolescentes (el día de 
Acción de Gracias), pero 
no una gran cantidad de 
compradores”, dijo ella.

Willis se mudó a Kansas 
City, Kansas, hace seis 
años desde su natal, El 
Paso, Texas, y comenzó a 
trabajar en Topsy’s este año. 
Ella piensa que el miedo al 
terrorismo en los Estados 
Unidos está frenando los 
hábitos de los compradores.

“Creo que tiene mucho 
que ver con el terrorismo, y 
creo que tiene mucho que ver 
con la economía”, dijo. “La 
gente tiene miedo a gastar su 
dinero. Yo no lo estoy. Pero 
me siento preocupada por los 
terroristas. Trato de no estar 
en multitudes. Yo trabajo en 
el centro comercial, por lo 
que no tengo otra opción”.

Una reciente encuesta 
realizada por la Federación 
Nacional de Minoristas (NRF, 
por sus siglas en inglés), con 
sede en Washington, DC, 
indicó que 136 millones de 
estadounidenses planeaban 
realizar sus compras durante 
el fin de semana de Acción 
de Gracias de este año. 
La NRF pronostica que las 
ventas al por menor para la 
temporada de vacaciones 
- noviembre y diciembre 
combinados - aumentarían 
a $630.5 mil millones, un 
aumento del 3.7% respecto 
al año pasado. Esta 
temporada de fiestas, los 
estadounidenses planean 
gastar un promedio de $805 
por persona. La temporada 
navideña puede representar 
hasta un 30% de las ventas 
anuales de un minorista.

El término Viernes Negro 

se refiere al primer día del 
año en que los minoristas 
- muchos de las cuales 
operan con pérdidas durante 
la mayor parte del año – 
obtienen ganancias, también 
conocido como ‘estar en lo 
negro’. Esto tiene sus raíces 
en la práctica común de 
registrar en los libros de 
contabilidad, las ganancias 
en tinta negra y las pérdidas 
en tinta roja.

Anne Deuschle, vocera de 
Crown Center Shops, dijo que 
las tendencias nacionales de 
negocio, en los últimos años, 
muestran que el Viernes 
Negro no es necesariamente 
el mejor indicador de ventas 
para toda la temporada 
de vacaciones. El Lunes 
Cibernético (Cyber Monday) 
- el lunes siguiente a Acción 
de Gracias - también da a 
las ventas minoristas un gran 
impulso en las ofertas que 
tienen los minoristas en la 
red.

En Crown Center, durante el 
Viernes Negro, Santa Claus 
llegó a la Estación de Santa 
Gingerbread. Gingerbread 
Village, estuvó en exhibición 
con 12 estructuras de cristal 
y trenes. El alcalde de Kansas 
City, Sly James; y el Gerente 
General de los Reales de 
Kansas City, Dayton Moore, 
accionaron el interruptor 
en el árbol de navidad 
durante la Ceremonia de 
Iluminación del Árbol por 
parte del Alcalde. El Teatro 
de Patrimonio Musical 
realizó una presentación. 
Y los fuegos artificiales 
concluyeron las festividades.

Oriya Buchris, de Overland 
Park, es dueña de Deep Sea 
en Oak Park Mall, que vende 
productos para el cuidado 
corporal. Ella se mudó de 
Israel a Estados Unidos hace 
cuatro meses. 

La descripción de Buchris 
respecto a las ventas de 
Viernes Negro: “Ocupado-
ocupado-ocupado”.
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CONT./PÁGINA 1

“It’s kind of  
like a tradition”

“Es algo así  
c omo una  t r ad i c i ón”

made their rounds at the Oak 
Park mall in Overland Park, 
KS. They had shown up at 5 
a.m., an hour before the mall 
opened.

“I think I’ll spend about 
the same as last year,” Joan 
Williams told Kansas City 
Hispanic News. “Being that 
my son is older now, I can 
focus on other things like stuff 
around the house that went 
on sale now. (The economy) 
is still pretty good for me.”

Recent terrorist attacks in 
Paris, the Middle East and 
elsewhere aren’t prompting her 
to change her habits, she said.

“We just go about life as 
normal,” she said. “It doesn’t 
affect us coming out shopping 
on Black Friday, because it 
was something that we had 
planned on all year anyway. 
It’s kind of like a tradition that 
we do every year, whether 
we get anything or not. We 
just like to come out for the 
crowd and the rush of it all.”

Rosalinda Ramirez Willis 
saw less of a rush than 
expected on Black Friday 
morning at the Topsy’s 
Popcorn kiosk at Oak Park 
Mall where she works, but she 
hoped business would pick up 
throughout the day and the 
holiday season ahead.

Topsy’s opened the kiosk 
for the holiday season, and it 
also has a permanent store at 
the mall. The store’s owners 
had forecasted Black Friday 
sales of more than $2,000 
at the mall, the same as 
last year, but “we haven’t 

sold very much,” Willis told 
Hispanic News. Topsy’s had 
forecasted $1,500 in sales 
for Thanksgiving Day at the 
mall, but it brought in $900. 

“We had a lot of teenagers 
(on Thanksgiving Day) but not 
a lot of shoppers,” she said.

Willis moved to Kansas 
City, Kansas, six years ago 
from her native El Paso, 
Texas, and she started 
working at Topsy’s this year. 
She thinks fear of terrorism in 
the United States is curbing 
shoppers’ habits.

“I think it has a lot to do 
with the terrorism, and I 
think it has a lot to do with 
(the economy),” she said. 
“People are scared to spend 
their money. I’m not. But I feel 
worried about terrorists. I try 
not to be in crowds. I work at 
the mall, so I don’t have any 
other choice.”

A recent survey by the 
National Retail Federation 
(NRF), based in Washington, 
D.C., indicated that 136 
million Americans planned 
to shop during this year’s 
Thanksgiving weekend. The 
NRF forecasted that retail 
sales for the holiday season 
– November and December 
combined – would increase 
to $630.5 billion, up 3.7 
percent from last year. This 
holiday season, Americans 
plan to spend an average 
of $805 per person. The 
holiday season can yield 
as much as 30 percent of a 
retailer’s annual sales.

The term Black Friday 
refers to the first day of the 

year when retailers – many 
of which operate at a loss 
throughout most of the year 
– make a profit, also known 
as “being in the black.” This 
traces its roots to the common 
practice of recording profits 
in black ink and losses in red 
ink in accounting ledgers.

Anne Deuschle, 
spokeswoman for the Crown 
Center Shops, said that 
national business trends the 
past few years show Black 
Friday is not necessarily the 
best indicator of sales for the 
whole holiday season. Cyber 
Monday – the Monday 
following Thanksgiving – 
also gives retail sales a big 
boost from bargains that 
online retailers offer.

At Crown Center on Black 
Friday, Santa Claus arrived 
at Santa’s Gingerbread 
Station. The glass-enclosed 
Gingerbread Village, with 
12 structures and trains, 
went on display. Kansas 
City Mayor Sly James and 
Kansas City Royals General 
Manager Dayton Moore 
flipped the switch at the 
Mayor’s Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremony. Musical 
Theater Heritage performed. 
And fireworks wrapped up 
the festivities.

Oriya Buchris owns Deep 
Sea at Oak Park Mall, which 
sells body-care products. She 
moved to the United States 
from Israel four months ago 
and lives in Overland Park.

Buchris’ description of her 
Black Friday business: “Busy-
busy-busy.”

Oriya Buchris (top) of Overland 
Park owns Deep Sea at Oak 
Park Mall, which sells body-
care products. She moved from 
Israel to the United States four 
months ago. Her description 
of her Black Friday business: 
“Busy-busy-busy.”
Kesha Williams (left - bottom), 
her nephew Eric Williams and 
his mother Joan Williams, all 
of Kansas City, Missouri, made 
the rounds at Oak Park Mall 
early on Black Friday. “It was 
something that we had planned 
on all year,” Joan Williams said. 
“We just like to come out for the 
crowd and the rush of it all.”
Oriya Buchris, (arriba) de 
Overland Park, es dueña de 
Deep Sea en Oak Park Mall, 
que vende productos para el 
cuidado corporal. Ella se mudó 
de Israel a Estados Unidos hace 
cuatro meses. La descripción de 
su negocio en Viernes Negro: 
“Ocupado-ocupado-ocupado”.
Kesha Williams (izquierda 
abajo), su sobrino Eric Williams 
y su madre Joan Williams, 
todos de Kansas City, Missouri, 
hicieron rondas temprano en 
Oak Park Mall durante el Viernes 
Negro (Black Friday). “Fue algo 
que habíamos planeado en todo 
el año”, dijo Joan Williams. “Nos 
gusta salir, por la multitud y la 
emoción de todo eso”.

Christmas has 
always been scary

Black Friday shoppers 
throughout America 
affirmed the hustle 
and madness of 

Christmas. Mall shopping 
was down by ten percent 
but zaniness seemed to be 
up by at least ten percent or 
more. Viral videos of mall 
fights and huge crowds did 
not entice hesitant shoppers 
to jump into the weekend 
fray of traffic jams and 
shopping craziness.

Most Americans did not 
break a stride last weekend 
when it came to pursuing 
routine shopping and travel 
activities. However, the news 
kept us on edge with high 
alerts about the ever lurking 
possibility of terrorism.

Ever since September 
11, 2001 Americans have 
rightly lived with paranoia 
of imminent danger. We are 
a bit scared about flying but 
we do it anyway. We have 
become a bit scared about 
concert and sports events 
but mostly we go anyway. 
We have become nervous 
about public crowds such 
as the Boston Marathon or a 
parade. We just don’t know 
what might happen. Some 

idiot who has deemed his or 
her own life worthless may 
show up anywhere with the 
goal of killing anyone. It’s 
just crazy and scary.

Radical Militant Muslims 
who utilize their own 
slick media resources do 
everything possible to 
continue this fear permeation 
of our society. I don’t want to 
give them anything but sadly 
they have been successful. 
They have succeeded in 
fear mongering. However, 
they have not succeeded in 
halting the American way 
of life nor the French way of 
life.

The American people will 
not stop flying or traveling 
the highways. Americans 
will go to the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving parade. They 
will go to Times Square and 
they will attend the sporting 
events throughout our 
country. They will also go to 
the malls and shop on Black 
Friday. The only reason the 
store traffic was down was 
because more people are 
shopping online which was 
up ten percent last weekend.

The first Christmas was 
scary. Mary and Joseph 
were flat broke. They had 
tax to pay. They had a baby 
coming into the world. She 
turned up pregnant before 

they were married and 
nobody bought the Holy 
Ghost story. In the meantime 
King Herod who was scary 
in his own right ordered all 
the male babies under two 
years old to be murdered. He 
didn’t want any competition 
from a baby who might take 
his place. We can hardly 
imagine all the emotions 
that this peasant family 
of Mary, Joseph and  the 
baby experiened. Since 
then Christmas has 
presented challenges and 
some new anxieties for most 
of us.

We have growing fears 
in America. Terrorism, 
joblessness, taxes; life’s 
uncertainties abound for 
all of us. The first family 
of Christmas didn’t let the 
scary stuff stop them from 
experiencing the wonders 
of that first Bethlehem night. 
Life for them wasn’t easy. 

 We have to keep moving 
and living strong in America. 
We have to deal with and 
overcome this scary stuff 
today as we rediscover and 
celebrate the joy and real 
meaning of Christmas in our 
hearts and lives.

Glenn Mollette is an 
American Syndicated 

Columnist and Author.

AS I SEE IT
COMO YO LO VEO

by  
Glenn Mollette

To advertise in our classified section
please call: 

(816) 472.5246
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Oh what fun it is to drive  
a bandwagon down the road

D E P O R T E S
JOSE
FAUS

Life Extension® doctor 
said daily use of new 
plant oil supplement 
can boost and maintain 

skin moisture by replacing 
lost “ceramides”-- from the 
inside out

As winter weather visits 
us once again, so does the 
problem of “winter skin”- 
that dreaded skin dryness 
on the face, hands, and 
feet. For many of us, winter 
skin means more than just 
an uncomfortable, tight, dry 
feeling: our skin becomes so 
moisture-deficient it begins to 
chap, flake, and even crack.

“The low outdoor humidity 
and the dry, heated indoor 
air combine to rob the 
moisture content from our 
skin,” said Dr. Michael A. 
Smith, M.D. senior health 
scientist with Life Extension, 
one of the world’s leading 
organizations dedicated 
to extending the healthy 
human life span. “This 
moisture loss not only results 
in dryness and cracking, 
it also can contribute to 
the development of fine 
lines and wrinkles on the 
complexion.” 

Dr. Smith said the process 
for successfully increasing 
skin moisture levels in the 
dry winter months (or during 
any time of the year) is not 
as simple as applying a 
cream or lotion to restore 
lost moisture. To understand 
how we can best repair and 
even prevent winter skin, 
Dr. Smith said we need to 
first understand what skin 
ceramides are and how they 
affect skin composition and 
moisture levels. 

“Skin ceramides are a 
type of skin fat, a major 
component of the skin’s 
surface, and they reside in 
the top skin layer called the 
epidermis,” said Dr. Smith. 
“If you think of your skin 
as a brick-and-mortar wall, 
the bricks would be the skin 
cells and the mortar would 
be the matrix that holds the 
skin cells together, of which 
the ceramides are part.” 

“If that mortar or that 
matrix begins to break down 
because you start losing 
some of the components, 
such as the ceramides, 
the skin cells will begin 
to separate, rupturing the 
skin’s moisture barrier and 
allowing rapid moisture 
loss. This is when we start 
to see and feel the effects 
of dryness and aging on 
the skin, which can be 
especially noticeable in 
the winter months when 
humidity is low.” 

Dr. Smith said there are 
several factors that reduce 
the skin’s ceramide levels 
and destroy the skin’s ability 
to retain moisture. The first 
factor is the aging process. 

“As we get older we don’t 
produce enough of many 
substances in the body, 
including these special types 
of skin fats,” said Dr. Smith. 
“Other reasons for low skin 
ceramide levels include 
lifestyle issues like poor diet, 
alcohol consumption, smoking, 
chronic stress, and exposure to 
environmental toxins.”

Dr. Smith said clinical 
studies show that a new 
ceramide food supplement 

developed in Europe made 
from wheat germ oil called 
Advanced Skin Repair with 
Ceramides can significantly 
increase skin ceramide levels 
and boost skin moisture. 
One 2011 study published 
in The International Journal 
of Cosmetic Science found, 
for women with dry and very 
dry skin, that the supplement 
was effective in reducing 
skin roughness and itchiness 
while improving uniformity 
of complexion, facial skin 
hydration, suppleness, and 
the overall state of the skin.

“Ceramides can be found 
in many plants and animals, 
but the ceramides most 
resembling the ceramides 
found in human skin are 
found in wheat germ oil,” 
said Dr. Smith. “Studies 
show the most effective 
method of application is to 
orally ingest these ceramides 
daily in a supplement form, 
building the skin’s moisture 
barrier from the inside out.” 

Dr. Smith said skin’s 
moisture levels will remain 
elevated as long as the 
body’s ceramide production 
is complemented daily with 
the ceramide supplement.

“While these supplements 
can be taken at any time 
to improve skin hydration 
and appearance, right now 
would be a good time to 
start building your ceramide 
levels to keep your skin’s 
moisture content high not 
only during the dry winter 
months but year-round,” 
said Dr. Smith. 

Now is the perfect time  
to winter-proof your skin

Effective Dec. 1, 2015, Wyandot  
Center will begin accepting 
applications for temporary rental 
assistance through a grant awarded 

to the community mental health center by 
Kansas Housing Resources Corporation 
(KHRC). Wyandot Center is one of 13 
agencies designated to receive funds from 
KHRC for Tenant Based Rental Assistance 
TBRA.  Wyandot Center received a 
$70,000 grant.

Sherrie Watkins-Alvey, senior director 
of housing and employment services, said 
to be eligible persons must be Wyandotte 
County residents who are at or below 60 
percent of the area median income, and the 
head of the household or spouse must be a 
person with a psychiatric disability certified 
by a physician. Persons experiencing 
homelessness and those returning to the 
community after incarceration will receive 
preference for the TBRA funds.

Receiving services through Wyandot 
Center is not an eligibility requirement.  
There are no restrictions on the number 
of persons in the household. Households 
generally pay no more than 30 percent of 
their income for rent with assistance from 

this grant. Starting Dec. 1, applications will 
be available at Wyandot Center, 1301 N. 
47th Street, Kansas City, KS 66102 from 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. Applicants can enter the building 
marked Adult Services and inquire at 
the reception desk. For more information 
or to receive an application by mail, 
contact Shevella Gatson, TBRA program 
administrator, Kim Wilson Housing, at  
913-288-4211 or gatson_s@wmhci.org.

Funded through the federal HOME 
Investment Partnerships Program and 
administered by KHRC, Tenant Based 
Rental Assistance allows organizations like 
Wyandot Center to provide rental subsidies 
for income-eligible individuals. The subsidy 
acts as short-term, temporary housing 
assistance until other, more permanent 
housing subsidy funds become available. 
“TBRA funds help individuals obtain safe, 
decent, affordable housing in Wyandotte 
County,” Watkins-Alvey says. 

For more information about Wyandot 
Center, visit www.wyandotcenter.org.

Source Wyandot Center

Funds available for rental assistance 
through Wyandot Center

Oh boy, this 
b a n d w a g o n 
thing is a 
hard thing to 

maintain. There are so 
many negatives that go 
with it. You have to be 
careful where you park it, 
because if you leave it out 
in the open when the team 
is going through a bad spell 
the possibility of vandalism 
is a real concern.

It would not be good to 
drive around with spray 
tags telling the world 
how badly you suck and 
the bumpers bashed in 
because the fan base is so 
fed up. Not to mention the 
possibility of traffic tickets 
because some doofus has 
taken out your tailights or 
broken a windshield.

But you have to endure 
it, because one thing you 
know is that when the 
bandwagon is full there 
is no better joy than the 
smiles that flow easily as 
you toot your horn driving 
down the road. Everyone 
wants to jump on and 
you have to be grateful 
for those mega industrial 
springs you put on. 

You feel a little 
envious about that other 
bandwagon across the 
parking lot. You know the 
one, that Royal blue one 

that seems to be running 
nonstop for two years in a 
row. Sure there have been 
bumps along the way. 
Fans expectations can be 
so harsh and unforgiving 
but if you live up to them 
you garner years of 
maintenance free driving.

This red orange and 
white Chiefs bandwagon 
does not have a lot of 
miles on it and it sure hums 
when it’s going good and 
right now there is no better 
wagon on the road. I mean 
you have to consider that 
just a few weeks ago it was 
consigned to the junkyard. 
Five straight weeks of wins 
sure has it purring now.

Six and five with five 
more games to go, three at 
home, is almost too good 
to be true. You are pulling 
out the wax and the chrome 
polisher and your best 
chamois because there is 
nothing better going down 
the road than a wagon that 
shines brighter than a hot 
sun in February and right 
now you are thinking this 
wagon is also hotter than 
that bright sun. 

But you are not alone 
in this. Across the country 
the roads are full of other 
bandwagons polishing up 
their tarnished exteriors. 
There is that hobbling one 

over in Pittsburgh or that 
Lazarus like one over in 
Houston. And how about 
that Zombie thing over in 
Indianapolis? They have 
lost their driver and still 
they are cruising along. 

And then there are those 
wagons that are just angry 
and mean enough and 
looking to spoil a good 
ride that if you are not 
careful can run you of the 
side. So look out for those 
Ravens in Baltimore. They 
have spoiled many a good 
bandwagon ride. And let 
us not even think about 
those Colts denting up 
the body with well-placed 
blows.

The Chiefs’ road hazards 
are not insurmountable 
but this next game against 
Oakland can go along 
ways to getting cruise 
control, or the closest 
thing to it this time of year. 
The trip to Oakland last 
year should be fresh on 
the minds of the players 
and coaches, because it 
is certainly engraved in 
the minds of all those that 
jumped on the bandwagon 
for last year’s ride. The 
last thing this bandwagon 
needs is to end up road kill 
by a scenic bay in Raider 
land. 

OVERLAND PARK, Kan. – Johnson 
County Community College is preparing to 
launch a major upgrade of its career and 
technical education programs and facilities. 
To start this process, it has scheduled a 
series of employer forums to gather input 
from employers in Johnson County to help 
determine the right size and capacity as well 
as critical curriculum elements that should 
be included in the updated programs.

“Frequently, I encounter employers 
who indicate it is difficult to find qualified 
employees to fill vacant positions in a 
variety of industries and occupations,” said 
Joe Sopcich, JCCC president. “Employers 
often share that the local labor pool does 
not match the growing demand for jobs that 
require strong skills, proper training and 
certification, sufficient levels of education, 
and previous work experience. Generally 
known as a ‘skills gap,’ this situation results 
from a strong demand for certain types of 
workers and a large supply of job seekers 
whose skills do not match the needs of 
employers.”

The employer forums, which will take 
place in RC 270 at JCCC, will be targeted 
to the specific program areas that are being 
updated. Here are the program areas and 
sessions:

Monday, Dec. 7, 1-3:30 p.m. Automation
Wednesday, Dec. 9, 8-10:30 a.m. Computer-aided drafting
Wednesday, Dec. 9, 1-3:30 p.m. Construction management

Thursday, Dec. 10, 8-10:30 a.m. Electrical technology
Friday, Dec. 11, 8-10:30 a.m. Electronics
Friday, Dec. 11, 1-3:30 p.m. HVAC
Monday, Dec. 14, 1-3:30 p.m. Welding
Wednesday, Dec. 16, 8-10:30 a.m. Auto technology
Wednesday, Dec. 16, 1-3:30 p.m. Auto collision
Thursday, Dec. 17, 8-10:30 a.m. Machine tool technology/
 Advanced manufacturing

To prepare for the forum, the college is 
asking employers in those fields to share 
information regarding the following:

* Current workforce employment 
projections (6-12 months)

* Future workforce employment 
projections (3-5 years)

* Important soft skills necessary for 
employees in your industry

* Critical technical skills necessary for 
employees in your industry

* Types of skill shortages (technical and 
soft) you see in your industry

* Primary reasons applicants are not 
qualified for positions

* Strategies your company is using to 
address skill shortages in your industry

Employers interested in attending one 
of the forums should contact Julie Haas, 
associate vice president of College & 
Community Relations, at 913-469-3120 or 
jhaas@jccc.edu.

Source JCCC

JCCC seeks input from 
employers on curriculum changes

(816)472-5246
2918 SouthweSt Blvd. KCMo

Book Today For Your Event!    -    ¡Reserve Hoy Para Su Evento!
Available for art exhibits, 

Private Parties, ComPany Parties 
and/or family reunion,

baby shower and wedding shower 
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In the Heart of 
Kansas City’s Westside & On the Blvd

We have space for you @ 

La Galeria’s home to KC Hispanic News

Small businesses welcome
If you are an Insurance agency, attorney or another 

type of business don’t look any further

Call Today 816-506-1421 

Contact Joe Arce   -   Reasonable rates

2918 Southwest Blvd. Kansas City, MO 64108

Looking for 
Office Space and Furnished? 

Full-Time and Part-

Time Faculty and Staff 

Career Opportunities

at

https://jobs.mcckc.edu

EOE/M/F/V/Disabled

Education

CLASSIFIEDS & PUBLIC NOTICES  |  Clasificados & Anuncios Publicos

DRIVER WANTED
Drivers: $3,000.00 Orientation Completion Bonus! 

Dedicated, Regional, OTR & Point to Point Lanes! Great Pay, 
(New hires min 800.00/wk)!   CDL-A 1yr. Exp. 

1-855-314-1138 DRIVERS OPENING
Drivers: CDL-A Wanted
Guaranteed Pay PLUS 

mileage .50/mile
$2500 Sign On Bonus

Quarterly Incentives plus 
$1500 Annual Incentive
Attractive and Affordable 

Benefits Package
855-902-7681

COOK OPENING 
OPORTUNIDAD PARA  

COCINERO
Looking for a Full-Time Cook  

for our Preschool.  
Buscando Cocinero de 

tiempo completo para nuestro 
preescolar.  

Primrose School of Leawood 
located in / ubicada en  

Leawood, KS. 
Call /llame: 913-897-8900 or  

email resume to  
director@primroseleawood.com

EOE

SEASONAL SUMMER JOB
OPPORTUNITIES

City of Merriam Parks & Recreation Dept. 
is accepting applications for the

2016 Season at the Aquatic Center  

Available positions include:

Assistant Aquatic Center Manager, Pool Supervisor,
Head Swim or Dive Team Coach, Asst. Coach Swim Team
or Dive Coach; Pre-Competitive Coach, Head Lifeguard,

Lifeguard, Concessions Supervisor, Concessions Attendants,
Slide Attendants, Front Desk Attendant,

Maintenance Worker and Water Safety Instructor.

Please view full detailed ad and print application at 
www.merriam.org

EOE/ADA/Drug Screen

OPTOMETRIC ASSISTANT/RECEPTIONIST OPENING
Pearle Vision is currently seeking an enthusiastic, reliable, detail-oriented 

optometric assistant / receptionist. Duties will include but are not limited to pre-
testing/patient care, contact lens training; insurance verification and submission; 

dispensing optical materials; and patient communication. We look forward to 
adding another great member to our outstanding team!

Optical experience is preferred, however we are willing to train the right 
candidate. Compensation will depend on experience.

EOE

Application Developer III/BPM Developer Openings

Application Developer III/BPM Developer - Perform application 
development job duties in Kansas City, MO for UMB Financial Corp. 
Requires Bach degree in Info Tech/Sys, Comp Sci, Comp Applications, 
or closely-related field, 5 yrs of progressively responsible exp in 
IT prof position; 2.5 yrs exp IBM Business Process Management 
Development and Troubleshooting and Developing using the BPM 
toolkit; and demonstrated knowledge of HTML and IBM Skills: IID, 
AIS & BPEL Development. (OR Mast. Degree, 3 yrs exp in IT prof 
position w/2.5 years in same areas and same skill set). Reference Job 
Code 5486BR. Send resumes to talentacquisition@umb.com, Talent 
Acquisition, UMB, 928 Grand Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64106.

EOE

OPENING FOR  
SALES PERSON

KC Hispanic News Newspaper 
is seeking a Sales Person to  

join our sales team.
This person must have advertising 

experience in the metro and within the 
Latino market. Bi-lingual is a major 

Plus  *  Commission Driven 
Possible to work from home if  

you are the right person
Contact Joe Arce  
@ 816-506-1421
Email resume to 

joearce@kchispanicnews.com
EOE

YOUR
AD

COULD BE
HERE
(816)

472-5246

PUBLIC NOTICE

HARDESTY RENAISSANCE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
CLEANUP OF BUILDING 10, FORMER HARDESTY FEDERAL COMPLEX 

607 HARDESTY AVE.
KANSAS CITY, MO

The Hardesty Renaissance Economic Development Corporation (HREDC) and 
the City of Kansas City, Missouri invite the public to provide input on options for 
the cleanup of Building 10, the former Hardesty Federal Complex, 607 Hardesty 
Ave., Kansas City, MO.  The public is invited to comment on our grant proposal 
to the EPA and a document known as the “Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup 
Alternatives” or ABCA, which describes the cleanup options.  The public may view 
the ABCA, grant proposal and other relevant documents, including environmental 
investigation reports, during normal business hours at the HREDC offices 1427 
West 9th Street, Kansas City, MO  64101. Please contact Charlie Hopper, 
Director, at (573) 415-6394 to make arrangements for viewing.  The ABCA is also 
available on-line at https://data.kcmo.org/Brownfields/Hardesty-Building-10-
Analysis-Of-Brownfields-Clean/n9bc-87ca and a copy of the grant proposal is 
also available online at https://data.kcmo.org/dataset/EPA-2016-Brownfields-
Cleanup-Proposal-Narrative-Dr/brgr-5tzk. Comments will be received for 30 
days beginning December 4th, 2015 and ending January 3rd, 2016.  Input will 
also be invited at a public meeting on Thursday, December 17th, 2015 at 6 p.m. 
at the North-East Branch of the Kansas City Public Library 6000 Wilson Ave, 
Kansas City, MO.  Responses will be provided for all comments received within 
the comment period.

This cleanup project is funded by a grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) with loan funds from the Kansas City Brownfields Revolving 
Loan Fund.  EPA grants money to clean up contaminated properties, known as 
“Brownfields”.  The cleanup of Building 10 at the former Hardesty Federal Complex 
is intended to remove contamination and prepare the building for renovation as 
a food related commercial space, including work areas and offices.  The public 
is invited to provide feedback on the appropriate cleanup option for the site.  
To provide comments, or for more information, please contact Charlie Hopper, 
Director, at (573) 415-6394, or email: charlie_hopper@aafe.org.
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vida más sana. Yo estaba 
emocionada y sabía que 
quería asistir al lanzamiento 
de la campaña ‘Wyandotte 
Deserves’ (Wyandotte  
Merece). Quiero ser parte del 
cambio”, dijo Cruz.

La Coalición Latina de 
Salud para Todos, integrada 
por 40 organizaciones de 
la comunidad, pusieron en 
marcha, la semana pasada, 
la iniciativa “Wyandotte  
Merece”, esto durante un 
almuerzo celebrado en el 
Centro Comunitario Bethany, 
en Kansas City, Kansas.

La iniciativa ensalza un 
mensaje simple, que todas las 
personas en la comunidad se 
merecen el acceso a alimentos 
saludables, oportunidades 
para estar activos y recibir 
servicios de salud de calidad.

Como asistente de 
investigación de posgrado en 
el Centro JUNTOS, del Centro 
Médico de la Universidad 
de Kansas, Cruz llega a 
la comunidad latina para 
ayudar a educar acerca de 
los exámenes sobre la salud 
y su cuidado.

Uno de los cambios que 
ella ha visto son las ciclo vías 
en las calles de la ciudad. Ese 
es un paso en la dirección 
correcta para los integrantes 
de la comunidad a los que les 

gusta montar sus bicicletas.
Ella recuerda tener que 

montar su bicicleta a lo largo 
de Central Avenue mientras 
los coches corrían a su lado 
a toda velocidad. No había 
ciclo vías que la separaran 
a ella y a sus amigos 
automovilistas.

“Era peligroso para 
nosotros el ir en bici por la 
calle. Estoy feliz de que se 
están ofreciendo lugares 
seguros a las familias para 
salir y hacer ejercicio”, dijo 
Cruz.

Durante el almuerzo, la 
profesora Vicki Collie-Akers 
animó al público a pensar 
en “Wyandotte se Merece”. 
Les pidió que transmitieran 
en vivo la reunión, que 
mandaran twiters acerca 
de la iniciativa “Wyandotte  
Merece” y que escribieran 
en tarjetas las mejoras que 
quisieran y que colocaran la 
tarjeta en el pizarrón de la 
junta.

“Tenemos un reto, y eso 
es, ¿cómo nos aseguramos 
de que Wyandotte recibe 
lo que se merece? Estoy 
muy emocionada de que los 
líderes de la Coalición Latina 
de Salud para Todos nos 
han reunido y hayan creado 
un foro para discutir cómo 
esto puede funcionar”, dijo 
Jerry Jones, ED del Consejo 
de Salud del Condado de 
Wyandotte.

La Coalición Latina de 
Salud para Todos comenzó 
en 2008 como un proyecto 
de investigación universitaria. 
Se llevó a cabo un estudio 
de salud entre la población 
latina que vive en el barrio 
Strawberry Hill, en Kansas 
City, Kansas y los resultados 
fueron sorprendentes.

“En nuestros estudios 
anteriores, encontramos que 
el 24 % de los adultos no 
realizaban actividad física 
durante su tiempo libre”, dijo 
Collie-Akers.

La falta de ejercicio, o una 
falta de incentivo para salir 
y hacer ejercicio, indicaron 
que los individuos estaban 
experimentando importantes 
problemas de salud como 
diabetes, enfermedades 
cardiovasculares, presión 
arterial alta y el colesterol 

alto.
La coalición hizo la 

pregunta, “¿Si el acceso a 
las aceras, ciclo vías y rutas 
de senderismo y parques 
estuvieran más cerca de 
los residentes, estarían 
motivados para salir a la calle 
y participar en una actividad 
saludable?”.

La coalición está 
empezando a ver un cambio 
en las familias y los individuos 
dispuestos a caminar o andar 
en bicicleta en sus parques 
locales, o, a través de sus 
barrios si saben que la zona 
es segura.

Un reciente estudio refleja 
esa mejoría – ahora las 
familias estaban saliendo 
y haciendo algún tipo de 
actividad física. En sus 
entrevistas actuales, el 
equipo de investigación 
encontró que sólo el 9.6 % 
de los encuestados no tuvo 
actividad física.

“¿Quién no merece vivir 
en un barrio donde pueden 
comprar alimentos sanos y 
frescos para alimentar a sus 
familias? ¿Quién no merece 
vivir en una comunidad 
con parques vibrantes? 
Esperamos ponerlos a pensar 
acerca de lo que se merece 
Wyandotte”, dijo Collie-Akers

Las organizaciones están 
trabajando para mejorar tres 
parques a finales de 2016. 
Ellos han estado trabajando 
en la vía de senderismo 
New Creek, donde se 
están instalando estaciones 
de entrenamiento que 
proporcionan oportunidades 
para que las personas 
integren ejercicios variados 
en su caminata.

Se está instalando nueva 
señalización en los barrios, 
dejando a cada uno saber 
cuánto tiempo de caminata 
es hasta un parque cercano.

“Esperamos que las señales 
animen a la gente a caminar. 
Si ellos saben que están a 
sólo 6 minutos a pie hasta 
el parque, lo harán, porque 
saben exactamente cuánto 
tiempo va a tomar”, dijo 
Collie-Akers.

La coalición espera abrir 
las líneas de comunicación 
y dejarle saber a los barrios 

que mientras se hagan las 
mejoras necesarias, los 
parques se están convirtiendo 
en un lugar seguro para 
visitar.

“Vamos a poner a 
personas que cuiden 
del parque, para que lo 
vigilen. Será alguien del 
vecindario. Tenemos la 

esperanza de que esto 
desalentará el tener 
problemas”, dijo Collie-
Akers.

PUBLISHER/PRESIDENT 
(Editor/Presidente)  
Jose “Joe” Arce
VICE PRESIDENT 
(Vicepresidente)  
Ramona Arce
EDITOR (Editor)
Jose Faus
REPORTERS/WRITERS 
(Reporteros/Periodistas)
Debra DeCoster, Jose Faus, 
Jerry LaMartina
DESIGN/LAYOUT
(Diseño Editorial/Diagramación) 
Janneth-B Rodríguez
Gemma Tornero
SPANISH TRANSLATION
(Traducción a español) 
Gemma Tornero
STUDENT  INTERN
(Becario)
Marco Holguin
Jose Muñiz

KCHN is a weekly publication of Arce 
Communications Inc.  who bears no  responsibility  
for accuracy or content advertisements. All 
rights reserverd.   Arce Communications Inc does 
not guarantee the absence of error and every 
attempt will be made to remedy in KCHN at our 
next edition. 
KCHN es una publicacion semanal de Arce 
Communications Inc. quienes no se hacen 
responsables por la presición o contenido de los 
anuncios. Todos los derechos reservados. Arce 
Communications Inc. no garantiza la ausencia de 
errores en KCHN los cuales seran corregidos en 
nuestra siguiente edición.

2918 Southwest Blvd. 
Kansas City, MO 64108-1911

PHONE: (816)472.KCHN
FAX: (816)931.NEWS

E-MAIL: JoeArce@KCHispanicNews.com
www.KCHispanicNews.com

help our community live a 
healthier life.  I was excited 
and knew I wanted to attend 
the Wyandotte Deserves 
launch campaign.  I want 
to be a part of the change,” 
said Cruz.

The Latino Health for All 
Coalition composed of 40 
community organizations 
launched the initiative, 
“Wyandotte Deserves,” last 
week during a luncheon 
held at Bethany Community 
Center in Kansas City, 
Kansas.

The initiative extols a 
simple message that all 
people in the community 
deserve access to healthy 
foods, opportunities to be 
active and receive quality 
health services.

As a graduate research 
assistant with the University 
of Kansas Medical Center’s 
JUNTOS Center, Cruz 

reaches out to the Latino 
community to help educate 
them about health screenings 
and care.

One of the changes she 
has seen is visible in the 
designated bike lanes on city 
streets.  That is a step in the 
right direction for community 
members who like to ride 
their bicycles.

She recalls having to ride 
her bicycle along Central 
Avenue as cars darted 
beside her.  There were no 
bike lanes separating her 
and her friends.

“It was dangerous for 
us to ride our bikes in the 
street.  I am happy that safe 
places are being provided 
for families to get out and 
exercise,” said Cruz.

During the luncheon, 
Professor Vicki Collie-Akers 
encouraged the audience to 
think about what Wyandotte 
Deserves.  She asked them 

to live stream the meeting, 
tweet about the initiative 
Wyandotte Deserves and 
write down on index cards 
what improvements they 
want and post the card on 
the meeting board. 

“We have a challenge and 
that is how do we ensure 
that Wyandotte gets what 
they deserve?  I am excited 
that the Latino Health for 
All Coalition leadership has 
brought us together and 
created a forum to discuss 
how this can work,” said 
Jerry Jones, ED of the Health 
Council of Wyandotte 
County.

The Latino Health for All 
Coalition began in 2008 as 
a university research project.  
A health study was conducted 
among the Latino population 
living in the Strawberry Hill 
neighborhood in Kansas 
City, Kansas and the findings 
were staggering.

“In our earlier studies, 
we found that 24 percent 
of adults did no physical 
activity during their leisure 
time,” said Collie-Akers.

A lack of exercise or 
a lack of incentive to 
get out and exercise 
indicated that individuals 
were experiencing major 
health issues—diabetes, 
cardiovascular diseases, 
high blood pressure and 
high cholesterol.

The coalition asked the 
question, “If access to 
sidewalks, bike and hiking 
trails and parks were closer 
to residents, would they be 
motivated to get outside 
and participate in a healthy 
activity?”

The coalition is beginning 
to see a shift of families and 
individuals willing to walk or 
bike to their local parks or 
through their neighborhoods 
if they know the area is safe. 

A recent study reflected 
that improvement — families 
were now getting out and 
doing some type of physical 
activity.  In their current 
interviews, the research 
team found that only 9.6 
percent of respondents did 
no physical activity.

 “Who does not deserve to 
live in a neighborhood where 
they can buy fresh healthy 
food to feed their families?  
Who does not deserve to 
live in a community with 
vibrant parks? We hope we 
get you thinking about what 
Wyandotte deserves,” said 
Collie-Akers 

 The organizations are 
working to enhance three 
parks by the end of 2016.  
They have been working 
at the Jersey Creek trail 
where they are installing 
workout stations that provide 
opportunities for people to 
integrate varied exercises 

into their walk.
  New signage is 

being installed in the 
neighborhoods letting 
everyone know how long of 
a walk it is to a nearby park.

“We hope that the signs 
will encourage people to 
walk.  If they know it is only 
6 minutes to walk to the 
park, then they will do it 
because they know exactly 
how long it will take,” said 
Collie-Akers.

The coalition hopes to open 
the lines of communication 
and let the neighborhoods 
know that as they make the 
needed improvements, the 
parks are becoming a safe 
place to visit.

“We will put in park 
caretakers to watch over the 
parks.  This will be someone 
in the neighborhood.  
We are hopeful this will 
discourage problems,” said 
Collie-Akers.
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New signage is being installed in the Wyandotte County neighborhoods informing residents 
that nearby parks are within walking distance.
The Latino Health for All Coalition has set a goal for 2016 to install exercise stations in three 
parks in Wyandotte County.  They want to encourage residents to work out when they come 
to the parks.
Nueva señalización se está instalando en los barrios del condado de Wyandotte informando a los 
residentes de que los parques cercanos están a poca distancia.
The Latino Health for All Coalition (por su nombre en ingles) ha establecido una meta para el 2016 
instalando estaciones de ejercicios en tres parques del condado de Wyandotte. Ellos quieren animar a 
los residentes a ejercitarse cuando llegan a los parques.

“I want to be a part of the change”

“Quiero ser parte del cambio”

“Queremos dar a los 
individuos y las familias 
la oportunidad de ejercer 
mientras se encuentran en 
el parque”, dijo la profesora 
Vicki Collie-Akers. 
“We want to give 
individuals and families 
the opportunity to exercise 
while they are in the 
park,” said Professor Vicki 
Collie-Akers.
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The Affordable Care Act’s health 
insurance exchanges opened for 
business earlier last month. Now, 
millions of Americans who do not 

get coverage through work have the 
opportunity to shop for policies that will 
take effect in 2016.

But they only have a few months to do 
so. This open enrollment period will end 
on January 31, 2016.

Those who currently lack insurance should 
sign up without delay. And those who have 
had coverage this year should investigate 
whether there’s a better deal available to 
them for coverage that will kick in next year. 
Picking a plan can be complicated, but it’s 
worth it -- and there’s help available to 
ensure that consumers make wise decisions 
for themselves and their families.

There are many advantages to getting 
covered. The most important, of course, is 
that insurance ensures access to medical 
care. Robust coverage can be a life-saver in 
the event of a serious medical emergency.

But insurance also keeps people from 
having to pay the Affordable Care Act’s 
penalty for not maintaining coverage -- a 
penalty that increases dramatically in 2016. 

This year, those who were uninsured paid 
either $325 per adult and $162.50 per child, 
up to a maximum of $975, or 2 percent of 
their income -- whichever was greater.

In 2016, those who don’t secure coverage 
will pay much more. The per-person rates 
will more than double to $695 per adult 
and $347.50 per child, up to a maximum 
of $2,085. Wealthier uninsured will have 
to pay 2.5 percent of their incomes.

That’s a lot of money to spend on not 
getting insurance.

Additionally, federal tax credits 

subsidizing coverage are available 
through the exchanges for low-income 
individuals who need help paying for their 
policies. This year, 85 percent of those who 
bought private plans on the exchanges got 
financial assistance.

However, the online insurance exchanges 
can be very complex. Fortunately, buyers 
who find themselves overwhelmed can 
seek the expert counsel of a licensed, 
professional insurance broker. The easiest 
way to do so is via a free tool available 
online, at agent-finder.org.

Brokers are specifically trained to help 
consumers work their way through the maze 
of plans, coverage levels, deductibles, 
networks, and premiums. Nearly three-
quarters spend most of their time explaining 
coverage to clients, according to the 
Kaiser Family Foundation. And nearly two-
thirds of brokers devote significant time to 
resolving claims questions or disputes with 
insurance carriers.

Brokers also yield results for their clients. 
According to research from the University of 
Minnesota, premiums are 13 percent lower 
in areas where there are the most brokers, 
compared with those with the fewest.

It’s no wonder that nearly 84 percent of 
shoppers who got assistance purchasing 
exchange coverage in 2014 rated their 
agent or broker as “helpful.” No other 
enrollment assistance group received a 
higher satisfaction rate.

Selecting a health plan can be confusing. 
But help is readily available. And the 
Affordable Care Act provides incentives 
for buying insurance -- carrots in the form 
of subsidies to those with low incomes, and 
sticks in the form of penalties for those who 
fail to sign up. 

During this open enrollment season, 
getting covered should be a no-brainer.

Janet Trautwein is CEO of the National 
Association of Health Underwriters. 

Guest writer  
Janet Trautwein

Time to sign up  
for health insurance

As a mother of 5-year old triplets 
I’m starting to see exactly how 
children learn healthy habits. 
It doesn’t always come from 

talking at them or trying to explain by 
reading child friendly stories or using 
carrot shaped puppets to get the message 
out about developing healthy habits. They 
learn from observing our behavior.

Our generation seems a bit different 
than our parents’ in that we make life 
busier than it needs to be, pushing out 
time for exercise, relaxation and eating 
properly. A recent study published July 21 
in the American Journal of Men’s Health 
tracked 10,000 men from adolescence to 
adulthood and found that men are gaining 
weight after becoming first time fathers 
while non fathers are losing weight in the 
same time frame.

Whether the weight gain is coming from 
a decrease in time to exercise, eating off 
your kids’ plate or living a stress filled 
existence, the thing is… your kids are 
watching your actions and it’s making an 
impact on their own choices.  As the old 
saying goes, “actions speak louder than 
words.”  Instead of just focusing on telling 
children how to eat or stay active I believe 
it’s time to look inward and see if we’re 
setting our kids up for success. What do 
they witness on a daily basis from our 
own actions? What did we learn from our 
parent’s actions?

The above questions made me reflect 
on my own childhood and the lessons I 
learned from simply observing my dad 
and I’m happy to report they were some 
good ones.

He never used the term exercise; he 
just enjoyed certain activities. My dad 
was always active. He was an avid 
outdoorsman who loved any type of 
fishing whether it was lake, river, ocean 
fishing or even ice fishing… he did it 
all. He also was known to golf and play 
handball. Some of these activities are slow 
moving but the point is I always witnessed 
him enjoying being active. What I took 
from this was that movement can simply 
be enjoyable and not a chore we have to 
do to stay healthy.

He didn’t label foods healthy; he just 
enjoyed and ate them. We didn’t hear the 
message that we needed to eat vegetables 
or the opposite, that vegetables aren’t 
tasty. We watched my dad eat vegetables 
and thoroughly enjoy them. Every single 
night of my childhood whether we had 
spaghetti, hamburgers or pizza we always 
had a salad with oil and vinegar dressing. 
Most often that salad was accompanied 
by an additional vegetable serving. My 
dad simply enjoyed his vegetables and 
needless to say it rubbed off on us kids. All 
four of his children enjoy vegetables and 
it seems very normal to us to have several 
servings with our dinner.

He didn’t speak of stress management; he 
simply took a morning walk and observed 
nature.  We lived near a large wooded lot 
growing up and my dad typically got up 
early and stood in front of the sliding glass 
door with his cup of coffee and observed 
the various wildlife that congregated in 
the back yard. He was very peaceful and 
still. It seemed almost meditative and you 
felt the need to quietly tip toe past him so 
you didn’t disturb this peaceful interlude.

Nearly every day he took his dog for a 
morning walk in the wooded lot. When I’d 
join him we didn’t do a lot of chit chatting. 
Just walking and taking in the cool crisp 
morning and the smell of the pine needles 
crunching beneath our feet. There is a 
great gift of stress management I received 
in learning how to be still and quiet, 
especially in the non-stop loud world we 
live in today.

Dads, you have a great opportunity to 
teach your kids by your actions. It doesn’t 
have to be monumental. It’s the simple 
things they’ll learn like eating veggies 
each day, taking a walk, or enjoying a 
fun physically active game.  Your actions 
are what they’ll remember the most and 
adopt into their own lives.

Meri Raffetto is a Registered Dietitian 
and founder of Real Living Nutrition 
Services, an online weight loss and 
wellness program inspired by the 
Mediterranean Diet. She’s the author of 
the Mediterranean Diet Cookbook for 
Dummies, the Glycemic Index Cookbook 
for Dummies and Glycemic Index Diet for 
Dummies. Meri is also a member of Men’s 
Health Network Board of Advisors.

Health habits – I learned 
them from my dad

AS I SEE IT
COMO YO LO VEO

By Meri Raffetto, RDN
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Last month the Hispanic 
Economic Development 
Corporation of 
Greater Kansas 

City (HEDC) celebrated 
their 22nd Anniversary. 
HEDC recognized the 
entrepreneurial spirit of 
Latinos building wealth for 
themselves, their families, and 
their communities.

This year, HEDC honored 
Ivonne Gutierrez, owner 
Genesis Child Care & Home 
LLC as their “2015 Business 
of the Year,” and Kansas City 
Area Parents as Teachers 
Consortium as the “2015 
Partner of the Year.” 

 Over the past few years, 
HEDC has partnered with 
Parents as Teachers in 
building the capacity of 
Latina individuals seeking to 
operate successful day care 
businesses in the Greater 
Kansas City area.  Ivonne 
is the very first individual to 
start her business through 
this partnership, formalizing 
her home daycare in June of 
2013.

“The most challenging 
part of starting a business 
is overcoming your own 
fear. This year we went 
with the theme “enterprising 
individuals, strengthening 
communities” because we 
feel it explains the work 
HEDC does/the services we 
provide.  We serve individuals 
like Ivonne, who come to our 
office with the mindset that 
with limited resources, they 
can still achieve their goals 
and desires.  In order to 
start your own business, or 
to learn any skill brought by 
our programming (computer 
skills training, business 
training, financial education) 
individuals have to have the 
mindset of being willing and 
unafraid to learn something.”

Mother of three, Ivonne 
Gutierrez couldn’t imagine 

leaving her baby daughter 
in day care with just anyone. 
So she didn’t. Instead, she 
started a business.

At first, Ivonne wasn’t 
aiming to be an entrepreneur. 
She just wanted to be a better 
parent. Like many parents 
across the metro, she tapped 
into the resources of Parents 
as Teachers, a free early 
childhood education program 
that matches parents with in-
home care providers who 
teach parents how to engage, 
inspire and challenge 
their young children with 
developmentally appropriate 
activities.

The more Ivonne learned 
about childhood development 
and how to teach her own 
daughter, the more she 
wanted to share with her 
community. She met Isabel 
Gutierrez-Flores, a supporting 
home care provider educator 
for PAT through the Olathe 
School District. Fluent in 
English and Spanish, Isabel 
guided Ivonne in her first 
steps toward opening her 
own at-home day care.

From Mom to Entrepreneur
“In the beginning, I just 

wanted to earn a little money 
and keep my daughter at 
home for a little while longer,” 
says Ivonne.

But what she once thought 
of as temporary business—a 
doting mother’s unwillingness 
to let go of her baby girl—
quickly turned into a bigger 
dream.

“Now she sees it as a future 
and a business,” says Isabel. 
“The more she sees people 
taking care of children and 
not preparing them for their 
own futures, the more she 
wants to make a difference. 
She wants to do more.”

With the support of her 
mother (pictured, left), 
husband and two teenage 
children and funding from 
the extra cash she made 
refurbishing furniture, she 
turned the master bedroom 

into a playroom, she bought 
cots from a recently closed 
day care center and she 
planned curriculum, naptimes 
and snack schedules. Later, 
when she questioned the 
quality of snacks the children 
were bringing into her home, 
she signed up for a food 
safety and preparation course 
so she could prepare healthy 
meals at home.

Her first sign that this dream 
could be a reality: when all 
the children took their naps—
at the same time.

Raising a Business
Training to be a successful 

day care provider and 
running a successful and legal 
day care business require 
different sets of tools.

Ivonne started taking 
business classes at the Francis 
Institute for Child and Youth 
Development, a KCSourceLink 
Resource Partner that offers 
Developing Your Family Child 
Care Business™.

While Ivonne is fluent 
in English, it isn’t her first 
language—and she started 
to worry that she was missing 
something in the English-only 
training. These were other 
people’s children, and she 
wanted to make sure she was 
doing it right.

Ivonne approached Isabel 
with her concerns. Isabel 
marched her concerns up 
to Nancy Keel, executive 
director of the Kansas Parents 
as Teachers Association. With 
Ivonne’s inspiration, meetings 
with the school districts and 
funders, and a plan, they 
had a Spanish translated 
curriculum approved by the 
Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment within a 
year.

With an introduction from 
Isabel, Ivonne started working 
with the Hispanic Economic 
Development Corporation to 
get help navigating the city 
and county requirements for 
opening, owing and operating 
a day care business.

“She trained to make sure 
she could help her kids be 
successful. HEDC helped 
make sure her business 
was successful,” says 
Isabel. After helping with 
licensing and registration, 
HEDC also helped Ivonne 

hone her business tools 
with QuickBooks, computer 
training and a grant of 
$1,400 to help her set up her 
home office.

Her daughter is now seven 
years old, and Ivonne’s 

business is growing. In the 
near future, she hopes to 
open a day care center.

From mom to entrepreneur
The profile is provided by 
UMKC’s KC Source LINK 

with additional content by 
KCHispanic News

HEDC honors Ivonne Gutierrez

YOLANDA ANN TINOCO CERVANTES
1961- 2005

It’s been 10 long years that our Lord and Savior called me by 
my name, Yolanda, from the time of my birth, before I had met 
him and valued his worth. 
And because he was God, he was able to see that I had to have 
someone to watch over me. So he picked out his angels, his 
own special ones, to guide and protect me until living was 
done, who had but one job and that was to be a loving and loyal 
companion to me. He called me by my name and the love in 
his eyes promised me all that this cold world denies – a home 
with him always in heaven above safe in the kingdom of God’s 
endless love.
Life without you is different … it’s as if there is no sun. 
Darkness now surrounds us and our world seems so undone. 
You were our life, our everything. Somehow we must find faith 
in God and let our lives go on. They say time mends a broken heart, if true, time is our friend. We 
count the days until the time you’re in our arms again.
Mom, 10 years has passed without you by our side, without hearing your voice, without seeing your 
face and especially we miss that big smile of yours. Things haven’t been the same since you left us, 
but we take it day by day and one day we are all going to be together again. I miss you and never 
forget that I love you. “Till next time mom, I’ll see you at the crossroads.”

With all our love,
Mom, Dad, Jesse, Stephanie, Baby Jesse, Jude, and family 

In Loving Memory

By Sarah Mote

Ivonne Gutierrez (right side) is this year’s HEDC 
Bussiness of the Year recipient. She opened her 
daycare to stay with her daughter.


