
Wyandotte County 
has declared 
war on blight 
across the city 

and residents are seeing 
dilapidated buildings and 
water towers coming down. 
That was one of the messages 
in Mayor Mark Holland’s state 
of the government address. 

The Indian Springs Mall on 
State Avenue in Kansas City, 
Kansas has been vacant for 
decades.  Although there is 
no development project at this 

time for the site, Mayor Mark 
Holland initiated steps to begin 
the demolition. 

“Indian Springs is finally 
coming down.  Lane 4 is working 
to move that development 
forward.  We have a number 
of options on it.  I can say that 
what we do at Indian Springs 
will be there for 50 years, so 
we need to do it right.  We 
need retail in that area. It is 
a donut hole of retail for our 
entire community,” he said.

He also addressed the issue 
of removing water towers in the 
community that were not in use.  

De 7:30-9 a.m. el 9 de marzo, de 
la Universidad de Missouri-Kansas 
City (UMKC) llevará a cabo 
su Desayuno Anual de la Beca 

Agapito Mendoza, donde se otorgará 
becas a estudiantes hispanos actuales en 
la universidad. El evento anual se celebra 

para conmemorar los esfuerzos de Agapito 
Mendoza, profesor de la universidad 
de Kansas City que era conocido por 
sus esfuerzos por los derechos civiles 
de la comunidad hispana local. En una 
declaración proporcionada por la División 
de Diversidad e Inclusión de la universidad 
de Kansas City, la universidad declaró: “La 
Beca Agapito Mendoza es … importante 
porque nos recuerda de Agapito y su 

por Escritor Invitado Melissa Arroyo

From 7:30 to 9 a.m. on March 9, the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City 
(UMKC) will host its 2016 Agapito 
Mendoza Scholarship Breakfast, 

where it will grant scholarships to current 
Hispanic students at the university.  The 
annual event is held to commemorate the 
efforts of Agapito Mendoza, a UMKC 
educator who was known for his civil rights 
efforts in the local Hispanic community.  In 
a statement provided by UMKC’s Division 
of Diversity and Inclusion, the university 
declared: “The Agapito Mendoza 
Scholarship is … important because it 
reminds us of Agapito and his amazing 

example of service to his community as 
an activist and educator. We each have a 
role in our communities and in our places 
of work to preserve and celebrate (our) 

Study shows that signals 
from wearable device 
can help identify 
patients more likely to 

deteriorate quickly
SAN FRANCISCO, PRNews 

wire-HISPANIC PR WIRE/ -- 
A contact lens with a built-in 
sensor could help determine 
which glaucoma patients 

Estudio muestra que 
las señales de un 
dispositivo portable 
pueden ayudar a 

identificar a los pacientes 
con mayor probabilidad de 
sufrir un rápido deterioro

SAN FRANCISCO, 4 de 
febrero de 2016 /PRNewswire-
HISPANIC PR WIRE/ -- Unos 

Manny Abarca está llevando su activismo 
comunitario al siguiente nivel.

Abarca está buscando el puesto 
del Distrito 19 en la Cámara de 

Representantes de Missouri, que incluye el 
área del Northeast de Kansas City, Sugar 

Manny Abarca is taking his community 
activism to the next level.

Abarca is running for the 19th 
District seat in the Missouri House of 

Representatives, which includes Kansas City’s 
Northeast area, Sugar Creek and Independence. 
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Abarca seeks 19th District 
seat in Missouri  
House of Representatives

Abarca busca el puesto del Distrito 19 de 
la Cámara de Representantes en Missouri
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Universidad de Kansas City será sede de 
Becas de Agapito Mendoza

UMKC to host Agapito Mendoza 
Scholarship Breakfast
by Guest writer Melissa Arroyo
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Mayor Mark Holland delivers his third State of the Government 
address at the Jack Reardon Center in Kansas City, Kansas.  
Wyandotte County continues to grow in economic development and 
he has plans in motion to remove blight from the city.

Sustainability drives 
Mayor Holland’s vision 
for Wyandotte County

by Jerry LaMartina and Joe Arce traduce Gemma Tornero
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Lentes de contacto inteligentes ayudan 
a pronosticar el avance de la enfermedad 
en los pacientes con glaucoma

Smart contact lens helps 
predict disease progression 
in glaucoma patients

GLAUCOMA REMAINS ...  / PAGE 6 EL GLAUCOMA SE ...  / PÁGINA 6

Doctors often check eye pressure to gauge a patient’s eye health. 
However, these tests yield a single snapshot in time and are impractical 
to perform at night when eye pressure typically rises.
Los doctores con frecuencia chequean la presión ocular para evaluar la 
salud ocular de un paciente. Sin embargo, estas pruebas producen datos 
específicos de un instante en el tiempo y realizarlas de noche, cuando la 
presión ocular suele aumentar, es poco práctico. 

Manny Abarca IV will have his first official fundraiser party on March 10th at the Fountain Theatre, 
901 Tracy Ave. His community activism prepared him to seek public office, said Abarca.
Manny Abarca IV tendrá su primer evento para recaudación de fondos el 10 de marzo en el Teatro Fuente, 
901 Tracy Ave. Su comunidad activista lo preparó para buscar un cargo público, dijo Abarca.

by Debra DeCoster
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heritage and to ensure education and opportunities are afforded to all.” The event 
will consist of live entertainment, a speech from keynote speaker and UMKC alumna 
Rita Valenciano, and a testimonial from one of this year’s scholarship recipients. 
It will take place at the Pierson Auditorium in the Atterbury Student Success 
Center, 5000 Holmes St., Kansas City, MO. The event will be open to the public 
upon registration. All funds will benefit current and future scholarship recipients 
at UMKC.  The scholarship fund has raised more than $60,000 in scholarship 
money that has benefited approximately 100 students. For more information or 
to register, call (816) 235-6704, e-mail diversityandinclusion@umkc.edu or  
visit www.umkcalumni.com/mendoza.

CONT./PÁGINA 1

La becas de Mendoza benefician  
a los estudiantes del área

increíble ejemplo de servicio a su comunidad como activista y educador. Cada 
uno tiene un papel en nuestras comunidades y en nuestros lugares de trabajo 
para preservar y celebrar (nuestro) patrimonio y garantizar la educación y las 
oportunidades gozan de todos “. El evento constará de entretenimiento en vivo, 
un discurso del orador principal y ex alumna de la universidad de Kansas City 
Rita Valenciano, y un testimonio de uno de los beneficiarios de las becas de 
este año. Se llevará a cabo en el auditorio de Pierson en el Atterbury Student 
Success Center, 5000 Holmes St, Kansas City, MO. El evento estará abierto al 
público, previa inscripción. Todos los fondos beneficiarán a los becarios actuales 
y futuros en la universidad de Kansas City. El fondo de becas ha recaudado más 
de $ 60,000 en dinero de la beca que ha beneficiado a aproximadamente 100 
estudiantes. “La Beca Agapito Mendoza ayuda a hacer realidad el sueño de 
una educación universitaria sea posible.”, Dijo ganadora de la beca Cheyanne 
Youngs. “Para el Dr. Mendoza y su familia que crearon esta beca me inspira a 
hacer una diferencia.” Para obtener más información o para registrarse, llame al 
(816) 235-6704, mande un correo electrónico a diversityandinclusion@umkc.edu o  
visite www.umkcalumni.com/mendoza.

CONT./PÁGINA 1

Mendoza scholarships 
benefit area students

Obama to Cuba:
A gamble to end the embargo

We learned that after 
shifting to a new policy 
of engagement with one 
of our closest neighbors, 
President Obama plans to 
visit Cuba next month. This 
is a big step, to be sure, 
and gives the president 
an opportunity to show 
his support for the Cuban 
people directly to them. 
President Obama and 
President Castro met at the 
Summit of the Americas in 
Panama last April, but a 
bilateral visit like this will 
have much deeper impact, 
at least symbolically.

It is a big prize for the 
Castros, but in exchange 
for what? Why now? 
What can we expect to 
see happen on the island 
before and after he visits? 
How will the visit impact 
the relationship?

In some respects, it is 
surprising that the president 
would choose to travel now. 
In December, National 
Security Council staffer Ben 
Rhodes outlined a number 
of changes that needed to 
happen on the island before 
the president would travel, 
including expanded Internet 
access for the Cuban 
people and increased 
respect for human rights. 
Since then we have seen 
modest progress on Internet 
access expansion (though 
it remains controlled by the 
Cuban government with 
the help of the Chinese), a 
long-anticipated visit to the 
island by the head of the 
International Committee 
of the Red Cross, and 
some bilateral cooperation 
agreements between the 
United States and Cuba 
(on marine environment, 
law enforcement dialogue, 
and most recently civil 
aviation). But we’ve seen 
virtually nothing-symbolic or 
otherwise-on human rights.

Why now? President 
Obama made a big bet to 
engage Cuba and directly 
support the Cuban people, 
and he wants to make sure 
that it is irreversible. After 
50 years of sanctions and 
mutual hostilities, he had 
rightly concluded that it 
was time to try something 
new. A raft of regulatory 
changes to facilitate 
greater travel, trade, and 
remittances are beginning 
to have an effect in both 
countries and creating 
constituencies for 
normalization, including 
lifting the embargo. But 

change is slow, especially 
on the Cuban side. Only 
time will tell if it was a 
good bet.

In the meantime, President 
Obama’s high popularity 
on the island gives him 
some space to make his visit 
meaningful. He plans to put 
pressure on Cuba to open 
up further opportunities for 
U.S. business and make 
it easier for the Cuban 
people to take advantage 
of increased engagement 
with American travelers and 
businesses. It is important 
for him to speak out on 
the need for economic and 
political liberalization, but it 
will all need to be couched 
very carefully to respect 
Cuba’s independence and 
sovereignty. This can be done 
by reminding Cuba of its own 
commitments to international 
human rights norms.

It is also critical that he 
speak in an unfettered 
way directly to the Cuban 
people and meet with 
diverse elements of civil 
society. Whether much 
will come of it remains 
to be seen, but hope and 
change can create happy 
surprises sometimes. And 
that’s what the Cuban 
people need more than 
anything else right now, 
or we will surely see many 
more of them crossing the 
border in Mexico or taking 
dangerous rafts to Florida.

April is an important 
month in Cuba this year 
as they will hold their 
seventh Party Congress 
to determine the direction 
of the country for the 
next several years. This is 
critical, as Cuba has been 
undergoing an economic 
reform process for the last 
five years and has yet to 
unify its dual currency 
system or sufficiently 
update its socialist 
economic model to be 
more market-oriented. 
Rodrigo Malmierca, the 
Cuban minister for foreign 
trade, visited Washington 
this week and spoke at 
the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, where he 
downplayed expectations 

for anything big coming 
out of the April Party 
Congress meetings and 
reinforced continuity of 
the gradual economic 
reform process. It would 
be surprising if President 
Obama’s visit has any 
direct bearing on the result 
of the Party Congress 
meetings, but it could play 
a big role in accelerating 
reforms on both sides in 
ways that will affect the 
U.S.-Cuba relationship for 
years to come.

As for U.S. politics, this 
is a bold move to reinforce 
Obama’s legacy of moving 
past a Cold War paradigm 
to direct engagement 
with adversaries like 
Cuba. All polls show this 
is popular, even among 
conservatives and Cuban 
Americans. It will sharpen 
the presidential campaign 
debate over this approach-
we saw evidence of that in 
Marco Rubio’s comments 
in last night’s GOP debate-
and it will stimulate those 
both for and against 
the embargo. The U.S. 
business community is on 
board, possibly because 
they are getting antsy in 
the face of European and 
other competitors beating 
them to the punch in the 
Cuban market, which 
further splits Republicans. 
But to have a meaningful 
impact on the U.S. 
business community, the 
embargo would need to 
be lifted, and that is still 
a long way off given the 
makeup of this current 
Congress.

Given the Cuban 
government’s reticence to 
concede much of anything 
up to this point, there may 
not be many developments 
on the island or in the 
bilateral relationship 
in the few short weeks 
before President Obama’s 
March 21 to 22 trip. The 
question is what happens 
after, particularly before 
November elections. On 
a related front, President 
Obama is popular among 
his Latin American peers, 
which gives him some 

by Guest writer Ted 
Piccone Brookings

leverage in the region 
including to prod them to 
press Cuba to accelerate 
reforms. The fact that he is 
continuing on to Argentina 
to make inroads with 
newly elected President 
Mauricio Macri after his 
visit to Havana is further 
indication of his desire to 
strengthen U.S. credibility 
in the region.

In sum, there is a longer 
game here that requires 
strategic patience. But for 
now, the president’s visit, 
which by itself is a positive 
move, should be measured 

against concrete results in 
the next nine months.

Ted Piccone is a senior 
fellow in the Project 
on International Order 
and Strategy and Latin 
America Initiative in the 
Foreign Policy program at 
Brookings. His research 
is focused on global 
democracy and human 
rights policies; U.S.-
Latin American relations, 
including Cuba; emerging 
powers; and multilateral 
affairs. Previously, he 
served as the acting vice 
president and director 

of the Foreign Policy 
program. Piccone is the 
author of the upcoming 
book, “Five Rising 
Democracies and the 
Fate of the International 
Liberal Order” (Brookings 
Institution Press, 2016).

The NiLP Report on 
Latino Policy & Politics is an 
online information service 
provided by the National 
Institute for Latino Policy. 
For further information, 
visit www.latinopolicy. 
org. Send comments to  
editor@latinopolicy.org.
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The water tower that sat 
behind the Tower Plaza 
shopping center at 38th 
and State Avenue has 
been removed.  Holland 
said the removal of the 
tower sparked a Facebook 
discussion between Sumner 
Academy students on what 
they would call the area 
without the water tower.

“The Unified Government 
recently convened a Blight 
Reduction Task Force, 
made up of more than 30 
leaders from a number 
of departments to think 
outside the box and work 
together on this issue.  This 
is the first time a team like 
this has come together 
and again it highlights 
the need for collaborative 
approaches,” said 
Holland.

He reaffirmed his 
commitment to lowering 
property taxes and laid out 
a plan to realize his goal.

“We have to stay on 
the path of aggressively 
pursuing economic 
development and 
supporting projects that 
will benefit the community 
for fifty years, not for five.  
We need to shift the load 
from property to sales tax 
through the payoff of the 
STAR Bonds.  The UG will 
have to curb its spending 
and the only way to 
accomplish this is to make 
data-driven decisions abut 
what measures will increase 
our efficiency and output,” 
explained Holland.

The themes in his 
speech were leadership, 
collaboration and 
sustainability.

“In the last three years 
alone, Wyandotte County 
has seen an unprecedented 
$2 billion dollars in 
economic investment.  
This level of development 
doesn’t happen overnight 
… it takes long term vision 
and community wide 
collaboration,” he said.

Holland cited new 
projects in the Village 
West area where luxury 
apartments have been 
well received and an 
additional 600 apartments 

are currently under 
construction.   Buildings are 
going up on the auto plaza 
site and construction crews 
are beginning to work on 
the National Training and 
Coaching Development 
Center at 98th and Parallel 
Parkway that will bring 
youth soccer fields to the 
county and a state of the 
art rehabilitation center.

Holland addressed 
the possibility of the 
American royal moving 
to the western part of the 
county by saying that it 
may happen. If it does 
he would like to see the 
development include a 
state of the art bioscience 
and animal health hub.

Market rate apartments 
are being built in Kansas 
City, Kansas for the first 
time in 30 years.  The 
Unified Government 
approved another $50 
million investment of a 
five-story luxury apartment 
building in the Village 
West community.  

“We have to bring 
in offices, retail and 
residential and having that 
mix use out at Village West 
tells us that it will continue 
to generate positive energy 
for our community for a 
long time,” said Holland.

In the Fairfax District, 
there is over one million 
new square feet of 
manufacturing space 
that has been built. The 
University of Kansas 
Medical Center in the 
Rosedale neighborhood 
continues to grow bringing 
in $350 million in 
construction and around 
900 new jobs.

Unemployment numbers 
are low, as new business 
has brought in jobs at a 
faster rate than they can 
find employees.  

Mayor Holland is 
actively working to bring 
a grocery store into 
downtown with a state 
of the art YMCA for the 
community.

“We are getting close 
on the grocery store.  
The grocery store is a 
top priority for us.  It is 

challenging but we are 
going to get it done,” he 
said.

He was excited to 
announce that beginning 
in March the KC Roller 
Warriors, a female roller 
derby team is back at 
Memorial Hall for their 
season.

Affordable housing and 
livable neighbors has 
been Holland’s focus since 
taking office.  The UG 
has applied for a Choice 
Neighborhood Grant 
from the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development and if 
chosen, they will receive 
$2 million dollars.  

“We need to build fixed 
income housing that is 
affordable not because it 
is deplorable, but I want 
it affordable because we 
care about the people who 
live in it and we are going 
to build quality housing in 
our downtown,” he said.

Holland said the Unified 
Government plans to move 
ahead with  reorganizing 
the Kansas City Kansas 
Fire Department. Current 
planning  adheres 
to policies that were 
developed when the 
department was a horse 
and carriage operation. It 
has been decades since 
the plans were revisited 
and Holland has taken 
a look at the national 
standards on firehouses 
and response times in their 
communities.

“We have areas in our 
community where we have 
as low as one and two 
minute response times, 
which is a luxury we can’t 
afford,” he said.

Holland hopes to 
standardize the response 
time to the national 
standards of four minutes.

“We need these men 
and women spread in 
a smarter way in our 
community,” he said.

Holland understands 
that people get upset over 
losing their community 
fire station and nostalgia 
can come into play.  He 
understands changing the 

response time for some 
may make people nervous, 
but he feels that in the end 
the fire department will be 
more efficient.

“I don’t care where they 
park that truck (fire) when 
I hit 911 I want them at 
my house in four minutes.  
That is what we need to 
get nostalgic about, not 
where the truck is parked,” 
he related.

The changes will allow 
them to cut staffing about 
five percent, which is a 

$2 million dollar annual 
savings.  

“We will be able to 
save enough in right 
sizing our fire department 
to pay for the new fire 
stations,” he said.

The city will tear down 
some of the old stations 
because they are depilated 
and are blight in the city.  
Other fire stations that are in 
good condition will be sold.

 “We are one of the 
few cities in the nation 

that have more firefighters 
than police officers.  We 
spend more on fire fighters 
than police, so we need to 
right size our department 
to better allocate our 
resources,” said Holland.

“The good news is that 
in the last twenty years 
this community has begun 
to turn itself around, but 
it will take continued 
collaboration and vision 
that isn’t derailed by a 
quick fix mentality,” he 
said.

CONT./PAGE 1

Between 1997 to 2001 major chain stores, Dillards, J.C. Penney and Montgomery 
Ward had left the mall.  In 2011, the building was given a face lift with new paint 
but the retail site was unable to attract anchor stores that would breathe life back 
into the building. “Indian Springs is finally coming down. We are removing the 
blight that has sat so long at that location. People driving by will no longer see the 
dilapidated building in our community,” said Holland.

Demolition of Indian Springs mall underway

Text to 9-1-1 now available 
in Kansas City region

In emergency situations,
“Call if you can,
text if you can’t.”

All emergency 
dispatch centers 
in the Kansas 
City metro area’s 

Regional 9-1-1 System 
can now receive and 
respond to text messages. 
Text to 9-1-1 service can 
provide a lifesaving 
option for people in 
situations where they 
cannot speak safely — 
such as home invasions 
or active shooter incidents 
— and for those who are 
deaf, hard of hearing, or 
have difficulty speaking.

“After nearly a year of 
testing and training, and 
a lot of work on the part 
of our wireless phone 
carriers, we’re pleased 
to offer the public another 
option to call for help 
when they need,” said 
Keith Faddis, public safety 
program director for the 
Mid-America Regional 
Council. “Voice calls 
are still the best way to 
contact 9-1-1, but having 
the ability to text 9-1-1 
could be the difference 
that saves a life.”

Local officials caution 
that, like any new 
technology, there may 
be some challenges with 
texts to 9-1-1. “We’ve 
successfully tested the 
system, but we still 
expect to encounter some 
unexpected situations 
and continue to learn 
from them after the system 
goes live,” said Faddis.

The Regional 9-1-1 
System includes 42 public 
safety answering points 
in Cass, Clay, Jackson, 
Platte and Ray counties 
in Missouri and Johnson, 
Leavenworth, Miami and 
Wyandotte counties in 
Kansas. All four major cell 
phone companies in the 
region — AT&T, Sprint, 
T-Mobile and Verizon — 
now offer text to 9-1-1 
service to their wireless 
customers.

The Federal Communi-
cations Commission 
encourages 9-1-1 call 
centers to accept texts, 

but does not require it. 
Greater Kansas City 
joins a handful of other 
cities across the nation 
that are offering the 
service across an entire 
metro area, including 
Dallas, Denver, Houston, 
Indianapolis and San 
Antonio. “We were able 
to implement this at a 
regional level because all 
of our answering points 
use the same equipment 
and software,” said 
Faddis. “It makes sense 
in a region where many 
people travel from one 
county to another or 
across the state line on a 
daily basis.”

Although all public 
safety answering points 
use the same technology, 
they also have unique 
characteristics that may 
impact the success rate 
of texting to 911. In 
Kansas City, Missouri, 
for example, call centers 
typically experience a 
higher call volume and 
there are more high-
rise buildings. For these 
reasons, city officials 
encourage KCMO 
residents who need 
emergency services to 
call 9-1-1 while testing 
continues. Other cities 
may have certain areas 
where cell signals are 
weak. “Many of us have 
experienced times when 
we send a text and it 
doesn’t go through,” 
Faddis said. “Texts to 
9-1-1 are no different. If 
you don’t get a response 
or if you get a bounce-
back message, call 9-1-1 
instead.”

In order to text to 9-1-
1, a person must have a 
text plan, and a phone 
or device capable of 
sending a text. There are 
some known limitations. 
Texts to 9-1-1 are treated 
like any other text, and 
subject to the same 
service speeds or delays. 
Multimedia or MMS 
messages — those that 
include photos, video, 
emoticons, or are sent to 
more than one recipient 
— will not go through.

Public safety officials 
urge residents to 
remember that calling 

9-1-1 is always preferred. 
Voice calls allow  
9-1-1 dispatchers to 
gather more information 
more quickly in an 
emergency. Unlike phone 
calls, text messages do 
not provide the senders 
exact location, and the 
service is not available 
when roaming. If text to 
9-1-1 is not available, 
callers will receive a 
bounce-back message 
saying the service is not 
available and to make a 
voice call to 9-1-1.

When it is necessary 
to send a text to 9-1-1, 
callers should remember 
these do’s and don’ts:

Enter the phone number 
911, with no dashes, in 
the recipient field.

Provide your address or 
location and the type of 
help you need — police, 
fire or ambulance.

Be brief, but don’t use 
abbreviations or slang. 
Texts to 9-1-1 have the 
same 160-character limit 
as other text messages.

Watch for a reply text 
from the 9-1-1 call center, 
and answer questions or 
follow instructions from 
the dispatcher.

Use English. Translation 
services are not yet 
available for text 
messages to 9-1-1.

Don’t use emoticons, 
and don’t send photos or 
video.

Don’t copy others on a 
text to 9-1-1.

“There will no doubt 
be a learning curve for 
people who use this new 
service,” said Faddis, 
“but we’ve already seen 
numerous situations 
across the country where 
texting to 9-1-1 has 
played a critical role in 
saving lives.”

MARC was able to 
implement text to 911 
service with no additional 
investment in equipment 
or software by adapting 
the technology currently 
used to receive calls 
from the deaf. Future 
equipment upgrades may 
expand the service by 
adding photo or video 
features.

ACLU files lawsuit on behalf of thousands 
of Kansans blocked from voting over 
illegal documentation requirement

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Kansans 
trying to register to vote at their 
state Department of Motor Vehicles 
offices are illegally being forced to 
provide additional documentation 
of citizenship, according to a new 
lawsuit brought by the American Civil 
Liberties Union. As a result, more than 
30,000 potential voters have been 
blocked from voting because of this 
bureaucratic hurdle.

“What’s happening in Kansas is 
outrageous,” said Dale Ho, director 
of the ACLU’s Voting Rights Project. 
“Thousands of Kansans, including 
military veterans who have valiantly 
served our country, are blocked from 
voting by unnecessary bureaucratic 
roadblocks imposed by state 
officials. These shameful actions 
have made Kansas an epicenter of 
voter suppression. We say no more 
barriers. Let people vote.”

The latest obstacle involves a violation 
of the National Voter Registration 
Act, a federal law designed to make 
it easier for Americans to register to 
vote and maintain their registrations. 
To comply with the law, states have 
to provide people with an opportunity 
to register to vote when they apply 
for or renew their driver’s licenses at 
the DMV. Instead, Kansans are being 
told they must present additional 
citizenship paperwork in order to 
become registered — or they’re not 
being informed at all, only to find 
out later that they’ve been suspended 
from voting.

U.S. Air Force veteran and plaintiff 
Ralph Ortiz landed on the “suspended 
voter list” after registering to vote 
while renewing his driver’s license 
at a DMV in Augusta, Kansas. A 

year after renewing his license, he 
received a letter informing him that he 
was suspended from voting and had 
to provide additional documentary 
proof of citizenship to complete the 
voter registration process.

“I joined the military to help protect 
American freedoms, yet now I’m 
being denied the most fundamental 
right in our democracy,” said Ortiz.

The lawsuit, Fish v. Kobach, 
was filed in the U.S. District Court 
in Kansas City. It seeks an order 
requiring Kansas to immediately 
register thousands of Kansans who 
sought to register to vote at a DMV 
office, but who were denied due to 
their supposed failure to comply with 
the state’s citizenship documentation 
requirements. The case was brought 
by the ACLU, ACLU of Kansas, and 
Dechert LLP.

Kansas is at the center of several 
recent voting rights skirmishes. Most 
recently, the ACLU and other groups 
sued a federal elections official who 
unilaterally decided that residents 
of Kansas, Alabama, and Georgia 
could no longer register to vote using 
a federal form without providing proof 
of U.S. citizenship. And last month, a 
state court struck down Kansas’ two-
tiered voter registration system, ruling 
that Secretary of State Kris Kobach 
overstepped his legal authority by 
creating a system that prevents 
federal form registrants from voting 
in state and local elections. The ACLU 
challenged the dual system as well.

“Ordinary people who play by 
the rules and follow all necessary 
instructions still end up not being able 
to register to vote because of this 
bureaucratic maze,” said Ho.
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Creek e Independence. 
La elección está prevista 
para el 2 de agosto y, 
recientemente, él habló 
con Kansas City Hispanic 
News acerca de sus 
puntos de vista sobre los 
temas clave que enfrenta 
el distrito.

“Fue algo en términos 
de servicio público, el 
porque lo había pensado 
desde hace mucho 
tiempo”, dijo Abarca 
acerca de su decisión de 
postularse para el puesto 
en la Cámara. “Yo estaba 
haciendo una labor de 
defensa para estudiantes 
indocumentados, en 
Jefferson City, mientras yo 
era estudiante de primer 
año en la universidad. 
Estaba hablando con 
una senadora del estado 
en ese momento, de 
Springfield, y ella dijo 
‘no me importan los 
hechos que me das, 
no me importan las 
fotos familiares que me 
muestras. Yo simplemente 
no voy a votar respecto al 
tema. No creo en eso. No 
creo que sea correcto’. Y 
dije, bien, bien, creo que 
tenemos que reemplazar 
a la gente que está 
presionando los botones, 
entonces, esto es algo 
que se relaciona con las 
familias. Estos son todos 
los temas y los valores 
que usted dice y en los 
que usted cree, pero es 
evidente que cuando 
se trata de votar, no lo 
hace. Por lo tanto, fue 
entonces cuando pensé 
que el servicio público 
era probablemente algo 
que debería perseguir”.

Abarca ha vivido en el 
Northeast durante cuatro 
años, dijo, “y he visto una 
gran cantidad de estos 

desafíos y oportunidades, 
decidí que era el 
momento de tomar alguna 
acción y hacer eco de las 
opiniones de todos en el 
distrito 19”.

Su activismo 
comunitario lo preparó 
para buscar un cargo 
público, dijo.

“Yo sólo hago lo que 
creo que va a beneficiar 
a la mayoría de la gente”, 
dijo. “Es simplemente 
una pasión natural mía 
el hacer que las cosas 
mejoren. Al trabajar para 
el Congresista (Emanuel) 
Cleaver, es muy difícil no 
ver la eficacia con que ha 
sido capaz de hacer las 
cosas con su oficina”.

Abarca describe una 
experiencia en la que se 
había unido a un grupo 
de adolescentes que se 
habían reunido para llorar 
la pérdida de uno de sus 
compañeros, “y luego 
tuvimos disparos y vimos 
a un coche de policía 
pasar y no hacer nada, y 
yo esperé 15 minutos al 
teléfono del 911.”

“Así que mi frustración 
con algunas de estas 
entidades más grandes, 
como el Departamento 
de Policía de Kansas 
City y organizaciones 
no lucrativas locales - a 
veces parece que sólo 
somos quejosos, como 
sino no tenemos la 
autoridad o no estamos 
recibiendo el respeto 
que necesitamos como 
residentes, para hacer 
que las cosas cambien”, 
dijo. “Así que este puesto 
me permite ser una buena 
voz para los residentes 
y todos los temas en 
todo el distrito, ya sea 
si se trata de puestos de 
trabajo, la expansión de 

Medicaid, la educación 
- que es un gran tema - 
o los problemas con la 
seguridad pública en 
general”.

Abarca ayudó a dirigir 
un esfuerzo a partir de 
finales de 2013 para 
salvar el antiguo edificio 
de la Escuela Primaria 
Thatcher, en el Northeast, 
pero el edificio fue 
demolido el año pasado.

“Nosotros, los 
barrios, nos reunimos 
en torno a ésta causa, 
porque era un edificio 
histórico que estaban 
literalmente derrumbando 
para construir un 
estacionamiento, y en 
última instancia, es 
posible que hayamos 
perdido el edificio, pero 
creemos que ganamos la 
guerra”, dijo. “Tenemos 
un campo de fútbol que va 
a ser ampliado, estamos 
recibiendo un diamante 
de softbol allí y estamos 
recibiendo un monumento 
a la Escuela Primaria 
Thatcher, donde todos 
los niños del vecindario 
han asistido a través de 
varias generaciones. Nos 
dieron seis cargamentos 
de camión de piedra 
caliza, que vamos a ser 
capaces de utilizar en 
todo el vecindario en la 
construcción de varios 
monumentos y otros 
proyectos”.

Su activismo 
comunitario le enseñó 
lecciones que él 
no aprendió en la 
universidad, dijo.

“(En) desarrollo 
económico, hablé con 
los desarrolladores para 
encontrar un uso viable 
para el edificio Thatcher”, 
dijo. “(Tengo experiencia) 
al interactuar con la 

junta escolar para tratar 
de lograr un objetivo 
común, y trabajar (con 
el Departamento de 
Recreación y Parques 
de Kansas City) en la 
limpieza de los parques 
en el vecindario. 
(Fueron) muy buenas 
oportunidades de 
aprendizaje”.

Lo que lo separa de 
sus rivales para el puesto 
de la Cámara, dijo, 
consiste en transformar 
las palabras en acción.

“Cuando me mudé al 
barrio, lo primero que 
hice fue preguntar cómo 
puedo ayudar”, dijo. 
“Más allá de eso, he 
puesto esa pregunta en 
acción y directamente 
comprometido con la 
comunidad. Esa es una 
lección tomada de mis 
abuelos, mi madre y 
mi padre, quienes me 
enseñaron que se pueden 
decir cosas buenas, pero 
también hay que poner 
acción detrás de sus 
palabras y asegurarse 
de que estás haciendo 
lo que tiene que hacer 
(y) demostrando que 
en realidad lo estás 
haciendo”.

“Me encanta el 
vecindario”, dijo. 
“Me encantan las 
comunidades en las 
que he vivido, y yo 
creo que esto va a ser 
una gran oportunidad 
para mí y para ellos, el 
tener un representante 
que realmente va a 
representarlos y a ser 
una voz fuerte para ellos. 
Y cuando usted tiene 
una pregunta acerca de 
cómo solucionar la farola 
de la esquina, ¿sabe 
a quién llamar y cómo 
solucionarlo? Eso es lo 
que hago ahora para 

el congresista Cleaver, 
es decir, los servicios a 
los constituyentes. Nos 
llegan un montón de esas 
preguntas todos los días. 
Así que, creo que soy 
el más experimentado 
en los servicios a los 
constituyentes, y creo que 
hago más que hablar, y 
pongo mis palabras en 
acción. Usted sabe cuál 
es mi postura sobre los 
temas. Hay que tomar 
una postura”.

Uno de sus principales 
objetivos, dijo, es 
incluir en su campaña a 
“personas que son líderes 
en su vecindario”.

“Uno de los principales 
problemas para el 
Distrito 19 es: ¿Quién 
está en nuestra banca”, 
dijo. “¿Quién está 
preparado para dar un 
paso adelante? ¿A quién 
estamos preparando para 
que sea nuestro próximo 
integrante del Congreso, 
nuestro próximo senador 
de los EU, nuestro 
próximo gobernador de 
las zonas urbanas?”

Abarca hizo hincapié 
en la necesidad 
fundamental de que los 
residentes voten en todas 
las elecciones.

“Necesitamos que la 
gente salga y vote en 
ésta elección, en las 
próximas elecciones en 
abril y noviembre, y en 
todas las elecciones que 
existen, porque la apatía 
de los votantes está 
matando a nuestro país, 
está matando a nuestro 
estado (y) está matando 
a nuestro distrito”, él dijo. 
“Así que necesitamos 
centrarnos en la 
participación del votante 
y que ellos entiendan 
que es imprescindible 

salir a votar en todas 
las elecciones - no sólo 
porque tienen el mismo 
aspecto (como otros en 
sus barrios) o tienen los 
mismos antecedentes, 
sino porque éste es el 
sistema democrático que 
elegimos hace mucho 
tiempo, y ésta es la 
forma en que nuestro 
país funciona. Y si no 
participamos y nos 
comprometemos, no 
vamos a conseguir las 
cosas que queremos”.

“La gente se queja de 
la oficina de correos, 
sobre los baches, 
sobre las farolas, y 
ellos no entienden que 
se perdieron la última 
elección cuando se 
eligió a su ayuntamiento 
o su alcalde, y esa 
correlación entre algunas 
de las cosas que están 
perdiendo, así que mi 
campaña se concentra en 
esas cuestiones”.

El distrito 19 tiene 
un grupo diverso de 
constituyentes, “pero 
tenemos algunos 
problemas comunes, 
algunas cuestiones 
importantes”, dijo.

“Ya sea en lo que 
respecta a vivienda y 
a los propietarios que 
están fuera del país o 
fuera del estado y que 
están dejando estas 
propiedades vacantes; 
o ya sea la seguridad 
pública, ya que no 
tenemos suficientes 
agentes de policía o 
los agentes de policía 
que pueden estar 
buscando a las personas 
equivocadas, tenemos 
una gran cantidad de 
temas fundamentales. 
La educación es clave. 
Creo que ese es el tema 
fundamental, en el que 
todo el mundo tiene que 
centrarse”.

The election is scheduled 
for Aug. 2, and he spoke 
with Kansas City Hispanic 
News recently about his 
views on the key issues 
facing the district.

“It was something in 
terms of public service 
that I had thought about 
a long time ago,” Abarca 
said of his decision to run 
for the House seat. “I was 
doing some advocacy 
work for undocumented 
students, in Jefferson City, 
while I was a freshman 
in college. I was talking 
to a state senator at the 
time from Springfield, 
and she said ‘I don’t care 
what facts you give me, 
I don’t care what family 
pictures you show me. 
I’m just not voting for this 
issue. I don’t believe in 
it. I don’t think it’s right.’ 
And I said, fine, well I 
think we need to replace 
the people who are 
pushing the buttons, then, 
because this is something 
that relates to families. 
These are all the issues 
and values you say you 
believe in, but obviously 
when it comes to voting, 
you don’t. So, that’s when 
I thought public service 
was probably something 
I should pursue.” 

Abarca has lived in the 
Northeast for four years, 
he said, “and seeing a lot 
of these challenges and 
opportunities, I decided 
it was time to take some 
action … and voice the 
opinions of all of the 19th 
District.”

His community activism 
prepared him to seek 
public office, he said.

“I just do whatever I 
think will benefit the most 
people,” he said. “It’s 
just a natural passion 
of mine to make things 
better. … Working for 
Congressman (Emanuel) 

Cleaver, it’s very hard to 
not see how effectively 
he’s been able to do 
things with his office.” 

Abarca described an 
experience in which 
he’d joined a group 
of teenagers who’d 
gathered to mourn the 
loss of one of their 
peers, “and then we 
had gunshots and had 
a cop car drive by and 
not do anything, and I 
waited 15 minutes on 
hold for 911.”

“So my frustration with 
some of these larger 
entities like the Kansas 
City Police Department 
and local nonprofits – 
sometimes it seems like 
we’re just complainers, 
like we don’t have the 
authority or we’re not 
receiving the respect that 
we need as residents to 
make things change,” he 
said. “So this position will 
allow me to be a good 
voice for residents and 
issues all throughout the 
district, whether it’s jobs 
or Medicaid expansion, 
education – which is a 
big one – or issues with 
public safety in general.”

Abarca helped lead 
an effort starting in late 
2013 to save the former 
Thatcher Elementary 
School building in the 
Northeast, but the building 
was razed last year.

“We, the 
neighborhoods, gathered 
around this cause because 
it was a historic building 
they were literally tearing 
down for a parking lot, 
and ultimately we may 
have lost the building, but 
we believe that we won 
the war,” he said. “We’ve 
got a soccer field that’s 
going to be expanded, 
we’re getting a softball 
diamond there and we’re 
getting a memorial to 
Thatcher Elementary 

School, where all of the 
neighborhood children 
had gone throughout 
generations. We got 
six dump-truck loads 
of limestone that we’re 
going to be able to 
use throughout the 
neighborhood for several 
monuments and other 
projects.”

His community activism 
taught him lessons he 
didn’t learn in college, 
he said.

“(On) economic 
development, I talked 
to developers to find 
a viable use for the 
Thatcher building,” he 
said. “(I have experience) 
interacting with the 
school board to try to 
accomplish a common 
goal, and working with 
(the Kansas City Parks & 
Recreation Department) 
on cleaning up parks in 
the neighborhood. (These 
were) very good learning 
opportunities.”

What separates him 
from his opponents for 
the House seat, he said, 
involves transforming 
words into action.

“When I moved to the 
neighborhood, the first 
thing I did was ask how 
I can help,” he said. 
“Beyond that, I’ve put 
that question into action 
… and directly engaged 
with the community. That’s 
a lesson taken from my 
grandparents, my mother 
and my father, who taught 
me that you can say good 
things, but you also have 
to put action behind your 
words and make sure you’re 
doing what you need to do 
(and) to show that you’re 
actually doing it.

“I love the 
neighborhood,” he said. 
“I love the communities 
I’ve lived in, and I think 
this is going to be a 

great opportunity for 
me and for them to 
have a representative 
who’s actually going to 
represent them and be 
a strong voice for them. 
And when you have a 
question about how to 
fix the streetlight at the 
corner, do you know who 
to call and how to fix it? 
That’s what I do now for 
Congressman Cleaver, is 
constituent services. We 
get a lot of those questions 
daily. So I believe that I’m 
the most experienced for 
constituent services, and I 
believe I’m the one who 
does more than just talk, 
and puts my words in 
action. You know where I 
stand on issues. … You’ve 
got to take a stand.”

One of his key goals, 
he said, is to include in 
his campaign “people 
who are neighborhood 
leaders.”

“One of the main issues 
for the 19th District is: 
Who’s on our bench?” he 
said. “Who’s prepared to 
step up next? Who are we 
preparing to be our next 
member of Congress, our 
next U.S. senator, our 
next governor from the 
urban areas?”

Abarca stressed the 
fundamental need for 
residents to vote in every 
election.

“We need people to 
get out there and vote 
in this election, in the 
next elections in April 
and November, and in 
every election that exists, 
because voter apathy is 
killing our country, it’s 
killing our state (and) 
it’s killing our district,” 
he said. “So we need 
focus on engaging the 
voter and having them 
understand that it’s 
imperative to get out and 
vote in every election 

– not just because they 
look the same (as others 
in their neighborhoods) 
or they’re from the same 
background, but because 
this is the democratic 
system that we chose a 
long time ago, and this 
is the way our country 
is run. And if we don’t 
participate and stay 
engaged, we’re not 
going to get the things 
we want.

“People complain 
about the post office, 
about potholes, about 
the streetlights, and they 
don’t understand that they 
missed the last election 
that elected their city 
council or their mayor, 
and that correlation 
between some of the 
things they’re losing out 

on, so my campaign’s 
focused on those issues.”

The 19th District has a 
diverse constituency, “but 
we have some common 
issues, some major 
issues,” he said.

“Whether it’s the 
housing stock and owners 
being out of the country 
or out of the state who 
are leaving these vacant 
properties, or it’s public 
safety where we don’t 
have enough police 
officers or our police 
officers may be looking 
at the wrong people, we 
have a lot of the same 
core issues. Education is 
key no matter what. I think 
that’s the fundamental 
issue that everyone needs 
to focus on.”

CONT./PAGE 1
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“You know where I stand on the issues”

“Usted sabe cuál es mi postura sobre los temas”

Manny Abarca told Hispanic News he believes his 
community activism taught him lessons he didn’t 
learn in college.
Manny Abarca a Hispanic News que cree que su 
comunidad activista le enseñó lecciones que no 
aprendió en la universidad.
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Full-Time and Part-

Time Faculty and Staff 

Career Opportunities

at

https://jobs.mcckc.edu

EOE/M/F/V/Disabled

Education

In the Heart of 
Kansas City’s Westside  

& On the Blvd
We have space for you @  

La Galeria’s home to  
KC Hispanic News

Small businesses welcome
If you are an Insurance agency, attorney or another type of 

business don’t look any further
Call Today 816-506-1421  

Contact Joe Arce   -   Reasonable rates
2918 Southwest Blvd. Kansas City, MO 64108

Looking for  
Office Space and Furnished? 

CLASSIFIEDS & PUBLIC NOTICES  |  Clasificados & Anuncios Publicos

EARN $$$$
Earn up to $1,700. Study 
avail for Healthy Adults 

age 18-45. Non-Smoking, 
taking no medications, avail 

for overnight stays, you 
may qualify. Interested? 

Study 5057. Call Quintiles!
913-894-5533

OPENING FOR SALES PERSON
KC Hispanic News Newspaper

is seeking a Sales Person to join our sales team.
This person must have advertising experience in the 

metro and within the Latino market.  
Bi-lingual is a major Plus  *  Commission Driven 

Possible to work from home if you are the right person
Contact Joe Arce @ 816-506-1421

Email resume to joearce@kchispanicnews.com
EOE

Sealed bids will be accepted by the Purchasing Agent of the City 
of St. Joseph, Missouri for the

Demolition of 5208 King Hill Avenue Bid #CD2016-12
Demolition of 2604-06 S. 12th  Bid #CD2016-13
Demolition of 238 W. Nebraska  Bid #CD2016-14

until March 7, 2016 at 3:00 P.M. at which time they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.

If there are any questions concerning the specifications, please 
call Juston Carr at 816.271.4679.

Specifications and drawings are available from the Purchasing 
Department, 1100 Frederick Avenue Room 201, St. Joseph, Missouri, 
by calling 816.271.5330 or download from the City’s website at  
www.stjoemo.org under Bids & RFPs.

The City of St. Joseph reserves the right to accept or reject any 
or all bids.  This project is funded 100% by CDBG funds.  The City 
of St. Joseph is and Equal Opportunity Employer.

  (s) Tammy C. Bembrick
   Purchasing Agent

DRIVERS
Gully Transportation

CDL-A, 1 Year Experience
Daily Turn and Regional 

Positions Available!!
Increased Pay & Benefit Package!!

Call Duane! 
855-971-6289 x161

Updated House 
for Sale By Owner

1031 Barnett St. KCK
2 possible 3 bedrooms 
home, 1 bath, recently 
painted throughout the 

first floor and new kitchen 
ceiling. Very clean and 
spacious home, well 

insulated.

2 con posibilidad de 3 
alcobas, 1 baño, todo 
primer piso recién 

pintado y techo  
nuevo en la cocina.  

Muy limpia y espaciosa, 
bien insulada. 

Sale Price / Precio
$ 31.000

Interested Call
In teresados L lamar

913-371-8226

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING  
THE TERMINATION OF THE DESIGNATION OF  
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 4, 5 AND 6 OF

THE COUNTRY CLUB PLAZA TAX INCREMENT FINANCING PLAN

Pursuant to RSMo 99.825, and in accordance with RSMo 99.830, notice is 
hereby given by way of certified mail to inform you about a public hearing that 
will be held by the Tax Increment Financing Commission of Kansas City, Missouri 
(the “Commission”), commencing at 10:15 a.m., March 9, 2016, and located 
on the Fourth Floor of 1100 Walnut, Kansas City, Missouri, regarding (1) the 
declaration of all Payments in Lieu of Taxes and Economic Activity Taxes on 
deposit within the Special Allocation Funds (if any) for Redevelopment Project 
Areas 4, 5 and 6 (the “Redevelopment Project Areas”) of the Country Club Plaza 
Tax Increment Financing Plan (the “TIF Plan”) as surplus, (2) the dissolution 
of the Special Allocation Funds established pursuant to the Redevelopment 
Projects (the “Special Ailocation Fund”), (3) the termination of the designation of 
the Redevelopment Project Areas, and (4) the removal of ail provisions of the TIF 
Plan that reference such Redevelopment Project Areas.

The purpose of this hearing is to consider recommending to the Council (1) the 
declaration of all Payments in Lieu of Taxes and Economic Activity Taxes on 
deposit within the Special Allocation Funds (if any) for Redevelopment Project 
Areas 4, 5 and 6 of the Country Club Plaza Tax Increment Financing Plan (the 
“Redevelopment Project Areas”) as surplus, (2) the dissolution of the Special 
Allocation Fund (3) the termination of the designation of the Redevelopment 
Project Areas, and (4) the removal of all provisions of the TIF Plan that reference 
such Redi:. velopmcnt

Redevelopment Area is described by the Plan as an area generally bounded by 
Summit Street and Pennsylvania Avenue on the west 46’h Street on the north, 
Wyandotte and  Streets on the east, Nichols, 48111 Street and Ward Parkway 
on the south and an area generally bounded by Wornall Road on the west, by 
461h Street on the north, J.C. Nichols Parkway on the east and by 46th Street 
Terrace on the south and by an generally bounded by Wornall Road on the west, 
49111 Street on the north, Main Street on the east and 50th Street on the south 
in Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri (the “Redevelopment Area”).

The document as proposed, may be reviewed by any interested party on or after 
March 1, 2016 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00p.m. at the Commission 
Offices.

In accordance with Section 99.830.2(3) all interested parties will be given an 
opportunity to be heard at the public hearing.

In accordance \:Vith Section 99.830.3, each taxing district located \Vholly are 
partialiy within Redevelopment Area may submit comments or objections to the 
Commission concerning the subject matter of the public hearing prior to the date 
ofthe public hearing.

Heather Brown, Executive Director 
Tax Increment Financing Commission 
of Kansas City, Missouri

SOLICITING BIDS
Rau Construction Company is soliciting bids for 
the renovation of historic Fairfax Building/Hotel Indigo 
at 101 W. 11th Street in Kansas City, Mo. MBE/WBE 
participation is requested and KCMO certified firms are 
strongly encouraged to submit proposals for the project. We 
are requesting proposals for all scopes of work including: 
reinforcement steel, concrete, masonry, structural steel, floor 
topping, carpentry, cabinets, countertops, roofing, sheet 
metal, doors/frames/hardware, glass, historic windows, 
drywall, painting, signage, building and toilet accessories, 
shelving, window blinds, elevator, MEPFS systems. Plans 
can be viewed online and in local plan rooms. All bids must 
be submitted to Rau Construction Company by 2:00 PM on 
Monday, March 14, 2016. 

Please contact Pete Jenks or Andy Meyer at 
Rau Construction Company 

9101 W 110th St #150 Overland Park, KS 66210
Tele:  913-642-6000 

pjenks@rauconstruction.com
andy@rauconstruction.com
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Glaucoma remains a 
leading cause of blindness

El glaucoma se mantiene como una de las 
principales causas de la ceguera

have a higher risk of disease 
progression, according to a new 
study. Researchers from Columbia 
University Medical Center found 
certain patterns of electrical signals 
emitted from the “smart” contact 
lenses correlate with a faster rate 
of glaucoma progression. The 
findings are being published online 
today in Ophthalmology, the 
journal of the American Academy 
of Ophthalmology.

Glaucoma remains a leading 
cause of blindness. One of the main 
indicators of the disease is high 
pressure in the eye, or intraocular 
pressure. Doctors often check 
eye pressure to gauge a patient’s 
eye health. However, these tests 
yield a single snapshot in time 
and are impractical to perform at 
night when eye pressure typically 
rises. With the advent of smart 
contact lenses that monitor patients 
continuously, scientists are hoping 
to solve that problem.

Researchers at Columbia tested 
the lenses on 40 patients between 
ages 40 and 89 undergoing 
treatment for open-angle glaucoma, 
the most common form of the 
disease. Over two years, scientists 
performed at least eight standard 
visual field tests on these patients. 
Half were classified as having slow 
disease progression while the other 
20 had fast disease progression.

The patients then wore a 
smart contact lens for 24 hours, 
including overnight as they slept. 
The lens’ sensor detects changes 
in lens curvature. As eye pressure 
fluctuates, the curve changes, 

generating an electrical signal 
sent to a wireless device that 
records the signals. Similar to 
how an electrocardiogram shows 
a heartbeat, the profile of signals 
from the smart lens indirectly shows 
eye pressure changes over time.

Investigators found that patients 
with steeper spikes recorded 
overnight and a greater number of 
peaks in their signal profile overall 
tended to have faster glaucoma 
progression. This information 
provides more insight into 
glaucoma and also a blueprint for 
deciphering the signals from this 
new wearable technology. Using 
these findings, clinicians can better 
estimate the risk of progression by 
looking at a readout from the smart 
lens. The findings could also have 
implications when using the lenses 
to evaluate glaucoma treatments.

“What we see in these 
measurements is a signature that 
indicates which glaucoma patients 
will get worse and which are 
relatively stable, which you can’t 
do with a one-time eye pressure 
measurement,” said study author 
C. Gustavo De Moraes, M.D., 
MPH, an associate professor 
of ophthalmology at Columbia 
University Medical Center. “This 
could be very useful if you want to 
know whether a new medication 
is working for a patient. You can 
see how their eye is reacting 
to the therapy in a much more 
meaningful way.”

The Sensimed Triggerfish® 
contact lens system used in this 
study is approved in Europe but 
does not currently have approval 

from the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration. Other contact 
lens systems that can continuously 
measure eye pressure are also in 
development.

For more information on 
glaucoma, visit the American 
Academy of Ophthalmology’s 
EyeSmart® public information 
website, www.aao.org/eye-health.

About the American Academy 
of Ophthalmology The American 
Academy of Ophthalmology is 
the world’s largest membership 
association of eye physicians and 
surgeons. A global community of 
32,000 ophthalmologists, we are 
passionate about protecting sight 
and fighting preventable blindness. 
For more than 120 years, we have 
been educators, innovators and 
advocates for the public and our 
profession to ensure the highest-
quality medical and surgical eye 
care. Our EyeSmart® program is 
a preeminent source of eye health 
information for the public and 
empowers people to preserve their 
vision. For more information, visit 
www.aao.org.

About Ophthalmology 
Ophthalmology, the official journal 
of the American Academy of 
Ophthalmology, publishes original, 
peer-reviewed, clinically-applicable 
research. Topics include the results 
of clinical trials, new diagnostic 
and surgical techniques, treatment 
methods, technology assessments, 
translational science reviews and 
editorials. For more information, 
visit www.aaojournal.org.

SOURCE:  American Academy  
of Ophthalmology

lentes de contacto con un sensor 
incorporado pudieran ayudar 
a determinar cuáles pacientes 
de glaucoma tienen un riesgo 
más elevado de avance de la 
enfermedad, según un nuevo 
estudio. Investigadores del Centro 
Médico de la Universidad de 
Columbia (Columbia University 
Medical Center) descubrieron que 
ciertos patrones de las señales 
eléctricas emitidas desde los lentes 
de contacto “inteligentes” tienen 
una correlación con un índice de 
avance más rápido del glaucoma. 
Los hallazgos del estudio aparecen 
publicados hoy en la Internet en 
Ophthalmology, la revista de la 
Academia Estadounidense de 
Oftalmología (American Academy 
of Ophthalmology).

El glaucoma se mantiene como 
una de las principales causas de 
la ceguera. Uno de los principales 
indicadores de la enfermedad es 
la presión alta del ojo, conocida 
como presión intraocular. Los 
doctores con frecuencia chequean 
la presión ocular para evaluar la 
salud ocular de un paciente. Sin 
embargo, estas pruebas producen 
datos específicos de un instante 
en el tiempo y realizarlas de 
noche, cuando la presión ocular 
suele aumentar, es poco práctico. 
Los científicos esperan resolver 
ese problema con la llegada de 
lentes de contacto inteligentes 
que monitorean a los pacientes 
continuamente.

Los investigadores de la 
Universidad de Columbia probaron 
los lentes en 40 pacientes, con 
edades entre los 40 y los 89 años, 
que se han sometido a tratamiento 
para el glaucoma de ángulo 
abierto, la forma más común de 
la enfermedad. Durante dos años, 
los científicos les realizaron a 
estos pacientes por lo menos ocho 
pruebas estándares de campo 
visual. La mitad de ellos entraron 
en la clasificación de los que 
presentaron un lento avance de la 
enfermedad, mientras que los otros 
20 presentaron un rápido avance 
de la enfermedad.

Luego los pacientes llevaron 
puestos los lentes de contacto 
inteligentes durante 24 horas, 
inclusive por la noche mientras 
dormían. El sensor de los lentes 
detecta cambios en la curvatura 

de los lentes. A medida que la 
presión ocular varía, la curva 
cambia, y genera una señal 
eléctrica que se transmite a un 
dispositivo inalámbrico que 
registra las señales. Al igual que 
un electrocardiograma muestra un 
latido del corazón, el perfil de las 
señales de los lentes inteligentes 
muestra indirectamente los 
cambios de la presión ocular en el 
transcurso del tiempo.

Los investigadores descubrieron 
que los pacientes con las subidas 
más pronunciadas registradas 
durante la noche y con el mayor 
número de picos en el perfil de la 
señales tendían a tener un avance 
más rápido del glaucoma. Esta 
información proporciona más 
conocimientos sobre el glaucoma y 
también un modelo para descifrar 
las señales de esta tecnología 
portable. Con el empleo de estos 
hallazgos, los clínicos pueden 
calcular mejor el riesgo de avance 
al estudiar la lectura de los lentes 
inteligentes. Los hallazgos también 
podrían tener implicaciones 
cuando se utilicen los lentes para 
evaluar los tratamientos para el 
glaucoma.

“Lo que vemos en estas 
mediciones es una marca distintiva 
que indica cuáles pacientes de 
glaucoma empeorarán y cuáles 
están relativamente estables, 
lo que no se logra al medir la 
presión ocular una vez”, expresó 
el autor del estudio, C. Gustavo De 
Moraes, doctor en Medicina, titular 
de una maestría en Salud Pública y 
profesor adjunto de oftalmología en 
el Centro Médico de la Universidad 
de Columbia. “Esto pudiera ser 
muy útil si se quiere saber si un 
nuevo medicamento funciona para 
un paciente. Se puede ver cómo el 
ojo reacciona a la terapia de una 
manera mucho más valiosa”.

El sistema de lentes de contacto 
Sensimed Triggerfish® utilizado 
en este estudio está aprobado 
en Europa pero en la actualidad 
no cuenta con la aprobación de 
la Administración de Alimentos 
y Medicamentos de Estados 
Unidos (U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration). Otros sistemas 
de lentes de contacto que pueden 
medir continuamente la presión 
ocular también están en desarrollo.

“Visual Field Change and 24-
Hour IOP-Related Profile with a 

Contact Lens Sensor in Treated 
Glaucoma Patients”, De Moraes et 
al. (“El cambio en el campo visual y 
el perfil relacionado con la presión 
intraocular durante 24 horas con 
un sensor incorporado a lentes de 
contacto en pacientes de glaucoma 
con tratamiento”, De Moraes y 
otros). Ophthalmology, artículo 
en la prensa, febrero de 2016. 
DOI: dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.
ophtha.2015.11.020. Para 
consultar una copia íntegra del 
estudio, por favor comuníquese 
con el Departamento de Relaciones 
Públicas en media@aao.org.

Para mayor información sobre 
el glaucoma, visite el sitio web 
del programa de información al 
público EyeSmart® de la Academia 
Estadounidense de Oftalmología, 
www.aao.org/eye-health.

Acerca de la Academia 
Estadounidense de Oftalmología La 
Academia Estadounidense 
de Oftalmología es la mayor 
asociación por membresía de 
médicos y cirujanos oculares del 
mundo. Conformada por una 
comunidad global de 32,000 
oftalmólogos, nos apasiona 
proteger la visión de las personas 
y combatir la ceguera prevenible. 
Durante más de 120 años, hemos 
sido educadores, innovadores y 
defensores de la sociedad y de 
nuestra profesión para asegurar la 
atención ocular quirúrgica y médica 
de la más alta calidad. Nuestro 
programa EyeSmart® es una 
fuente preeminente de información 
a la sociedad acerca de la salud 
ocular y empodera a las personas 
para que conserven la visión. 
Para mayor información, visite  
www.aao.org.

Acerca de 
Ophthalmology  Ophthalmology, 
la revista oficial de la Academia 
Estadounidense de Oftalmología, 
publica investigaciones 
originales, arbitradas y aplicables 
clínicamente. Entre los temas 
se encuentran los resultados de 
ensayos clínicos, nuevas técnicas 
diagnósticas y quirúrgicas, métodos 
de tratamiento, evaluaciones de 
tecnología, y reseñas y editoriales 
sobre ciencias traslacionales. Para 
mayor información, visite www.
aaojournal.org.

FUENTE: American Academy  
of Ophthalmology
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When Work Works 
Kicks Off in Kansas City

A  n a t i o n a l l y 
r e c o g n i z e d 
p r o g r a m 
designed to 

foster effective workplaces 
as a way of improving 
businesses and employee 
satisfaction, is launched in 
Kansas City.

Mayor Sly James was 
joined by Wendy Doyle, 
president and CEO of 
the Women’s Foundation 
and Stacie Engelmann, 
immediate past president 
of the Society for Human 
Resource Management 
of Greater Kansas City 
to announce When Work 
Works.

“When we first saw the 
documentary film, The 
Raising of America, last 
year, I knew we had to 
do something in Kansas 
City to promote family-
friendly policies such as 
paid parental leave and 
affordable childcare,” 
James said. “When 
Work Works can help 
Kansas City businesses 
support employees and 
their families so they 
can attract and retain 
dedicated workers that, 
in turn, will keep the 
local economy strong.”

Doyle said: “Our 
partnership with Mayor 
James and SHRM-KC will 
help organizations -- first 
in Kansas City and then 
statewide in Missouri 
and Kansas -- to promote 
regional economic 
development; recruit and 
retain diverse, quality 
workforces, including 
women in leadership 
roles; and further 
establish our community 
as a great place to live 
and work.”

Engelmann said studies 
show that employees 
in effective and flexible 
workplaces report higher 
engagement on the job, 
greater job satisfaction, 
a strong desire to stay 
with the organization, 
and overall greater well-
being. 

“SHRM-KC works to 
keep our members and 
businesses informed 
of progressive and 
competitive workplace 
practices and benefit 
programs in order 
for them to attract 
key talent to their 
own organizations,” 
Engelmann said. “When 
Work Works provides 
us with key insights on 
effective workplace 
practices that they might 
implement in their own 
organizations, and 
we see this as a win-
win for employers and 
employees.”

Effective workplaces 
are marked by features 
such as opportunities 
for employee learning, 
a culture of trust, work-
life flexibility, supervisor 
support for work 
success, satisfaction 
with earnings, benefits 
and advancement 
opportunities, and the 
ability for employees 

to have input on 
aspects of their work 
responsibilities.

Included in the program 
in Kansas City will be a 
family and work summit 
to be scheduled this 
summer. Representatives 
of businesses and 
interested organizations 
will gather to discuss 
what constitutes a good 
work-life balance for 
employees, how that 
benefits employers and 
their organizations, and 
learn practical solutions 
for implementing family-
friendly and flexible 
workplace policies. 
Private businesses, large 
and small, as well as non-
profit and government 
employers are welcome 
to participate.

Later in the year, 
local businesses and 
governmental employers 
will have the opportunity 
to compete for the 
national When Work 
Works award. Employers 
are encouraged to 
access complementary 
benchmarking through 
When Work Works at 
any time by completing 
the initiative’s “workflex 
assessment,” in addition 
to formally competing 
for the national award. 
The When Work Works 
survey process helps 
employers assess how 
they stack up against 
peer organizations, by 
industry and size, on a 
national scale. 

The program 
continues through the 
winter, culminating in a 
celebration in the spring 
of 2017, at which time 
participants will review 
scoring, celebrate 
success and learn how 
to continue to make 
improvements for the 
future.

When Work Works 
is an outcome of the 
Women’s Empowerment 
(WE) Initiative, a 
partnership of the 
mayor’s office, the 
Women’s Foundation, 
Central Exchange  and 
the UMKC Women’s 
Center. The goal of the 
partnership is to develop 
and implement strategies 
that make Kansas City 
government a conduit for 
success for women in the 
community.

Questions about the 
When Work Works 
community partnership 
in Kansas City may 
be directed to Kendall 
Seal at the Women’s 
Foundation, 816-988-
2006 or kendall@
womens-foundation.org.

Employers with 
questions about the 
When Work Works 
benchmarking and 
awards process may 
contact Lori Maher, 
SHRM-KC executive 
director, at 913-
948-8623; or visit 
whenworkworks.org.

Source  
KCMO Mayor office
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Kansas City Hispanic NewsKCMO welcomes Leidy Quitián Varón 
bilingual Civil Rights Investigator

La División de Derechos Civiles del Departamento 
de Relaciones Humanas de Kansas City, 
Missouri quiere darle la bienvenida a Leidy 
Quitián Varón, nuestra nueva investigadora 

bilingüe en Derechos Civiles.
Leidy es de Honda, Colombia y ella está en busca 

de organizaciones en el área de Kansas City para 
que participen en nuestras actividades. La División de 
Derechos Civiles investiga quejas de discriminación 
relacionadas con vivienda, empleo, y lugares 
públicos con base en el color de piel, raza, religión, 
estado familiar, origen nacional, discapacidad, 
sexo, estado civil, orientación sexual o género.

Leidy tiene la convicción sincera que una sociedad 
que trabaja junta para el beneficio de todos sus miembros es capaz de 
eliminar las barreras físicas e ideológicas que violan los derechos humanos. 
Ella está aquí para ofrecer su ayuda como investigadora en vivienda para 
contribuir a la eliminación de una de las barreras mas grandes que enfrenta 
nuestra sociedad, la cual es la discriminación.

El departamento de relaciones humanas es un grupo de profesionales que le 
ayudará a defender sus derechos civiles. Usted no está solo, podemos ayudarle! 

Puede encontrar a Leidy en el cuarto piso de City Hall, 414 E. 12th St., 
contactarla al teléfono (815) 513 -1818 o al correo electrónico Leidy. 

Q u i t i a n - V a r o n @
kcmo.org de lunes a 
viernes entre 8:00am 
y 5:00pm.

The Civil Rights Division of the Human 
Relations Department of Kansas City, 
Missouri would like to welcome Leidy 
Quitián Varón, our newest bilingual Civil 

Rights Investigator.  
Leidy is from Honda, Colombia and she is 

reaching out to organizations in the Kansas City 
area to involve them in our program activities. The 
Civil Rights Division investigates discrimination 
complaints related to housing, employment, and 
public accommodations based on skin color, race, 
religion, familial status, national origin, disability, 
sex, marital status, sexual orientation or gender.   

Leidy has a sincere conviction that a society that 
works together for the benefit of all its members 
is able to eliminate the ideological and physical 
barriers that violate human rights.  She is here to 
offer her assistance as a housing investigator to 
contribute to the elimination of one of the biggest 
barriers facing our society, which is discrimination. 

The Human Relations Department is a team 
of professionals that will help you defend your 
civil rights. You are not alone, we can help 
you! You can find Leidy on the 4th floor of City 
Hall, 414 E. 12th St., or reach her by phone at 
(816) 513-1818 and by e-mail Leidy.Quitian-
Varon@kcmo.org, Monday to Friday from  
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Source KCMO City Hall.

KCMO welcomes Leidy 
Quitián Varón bilingual 
Civil Rights Investigator  

ON THE MOVE

On Tuesday, Frank White Jr., a Democrat, filed with the Jackson 
County Election board to serve as Jackson County Executive 
beyond 2016. Former County Executive Mike Sanders resigned 
as Jackson County Executive on January 5, 2016. Frank White 

Jr. was chosen by his peers on the Jackson County legislature to serve as 
County Executive for the remainder of the year. In accordance with the 
County Charter, an election must be held yet this year (August primary 
and November general) to choose a County Executive to serve out the 
remainder of Sanders’ four-year term, 2017 and 2018. 

“It was an honor to be chosen by the legislature to serve as Jackson 
County Executive for a year, but there is so much I want to accomplish, for 
and with the people of Jackson County, that I am asking for the privilege 
of serving in the office for at least 

Frank White files paperwork to 
serve a longer term as Jackson 
County Executive

Like Us

Kansas City Hispanic News

Come join our team!
NOW HIRING POLICE OFFICERS!

www.olatheks.org/police
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