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Stabilization work begins on 
former St. John the Divine

Comienzan obras de estabilización en  
el antiguo templo de San Juan el Divino

Estudiantes de Alta Vista consideran 
trabajos en la industria de la construcción
Alta Vista students consider 
construction industry jobs

Students at Alta Vista Charter School listen as area Latino contractors share with them that their 
industry needs highly skilled trained professionals to fill positions in their field. According to Alex 
Gonzalez, the industry pays workers well and they provide a good benefit package.
Los estudiantes de Alta Vista Charter School escuchan como contratistas latinos de la zona comparten 
con ellos que su industria necesita profesionales altamente cualificados para cubrir puestos en su 
campo. De acuerdo con Alex González, la industria paga a los trabajadores bien y proporcionan un 
buen paquete de beneficios.
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Specific demolition work 
began last week at the 
former St. John the Divine 
church, which has stood 

at 25th and Metropolitan for 
129 years.

The sound of heavy 
machinery caught Cookie 
Rico’s attention.  She was 
curious if the building was 
being torn down or if work had 
begun on the building.  She 
stood in her yard watching 
the machine rip the building 
apart.

“It looks like they are 
knocking the building down.  
I hate to see it torn down.  I 
have a lot of memories there 
at that church. … I was 
married there, my kids were 
baptized there, we had first 
communions, funerals, there 
are just a lot of memories,” 
she said.

by Debra DeCoster

El trabajo específico de 
demolición comenzó la 
semana pasada en el 
antiguo templo de San 

Juan el Divino, ubicado, por 
129 años, en las calles 25 y 
Metropolitan.

El sonido de maquinaria 
pesada llamó la atención 
de Cookie Rico. Ella tenía 
curiosidad de si el edificio 
estaba siendo demolido o si 
habían empezado a trabajar 
ahí. Se puso de pie en el 
patio de su casa para ver a la 
maquinaria rasgar el edificio 
en pedazos.

“Parece que están 
derribando el edificio. No 
me gusta ver que lo  están 
derribando. Tengo un montón 
de recuerdos allí, en ese 
templo. Me casé allí, mis 
hijos fueron bautizados allí, 
tuvimos primeras comuniones, 

por Debra DeCoster

High rise buildings form the Kansas 
City skyline — it is an image found in 
every large city, but have we thought 
about how the buildings were built and 

designed, who installed the steel frame, poured 
the concrete, worked in the plumbing, painted 
the walls and ran the electrical?

It is the work of highly skilled, trained 
professionals in the construction industry.

Edificios de gran altura forman parte de 
la vista de Kansas City - es una imagen 
que se encuentra en todas las grandes 
ciudades, pero, hemos pensamos acerca, 

¿cómo es que los edificios fueron construidos y 
diseñados, quién instaló la estructura de acero, 
vertió el hormigón, trabajó en la instalación 
de cañerías, pintó las paredes e instaló la 
conexión eléctrica?

por Joe Arce y Debra DeCoster by Joe Arce and Debra DeCoster

The League of Women Voters of Johnson 
County is once again hosting two Meet 
Your Candidate events in early October. 

On Thursday, Oct. 13, at 7:00 p.m., 
candidates who will serve constituents in the 
Olathe School District have been invited to a 
Meet-and-Greet at Pioneer Trail Middle School 
located at 127th and BlackBob in Olathe.

On Sunday, Oct. 16, at 2:00 p.m., candidates 
who will serve constituents in the Shawnee 
Mission School District have been invited to 
a Meet-and-Greet at Trailridge Middle School 
located at 7500 Quivira in Lenexa.

All candidates will be given an opportunity 
to speak to all attendees very briefly before 
meeting with their constituents at individual 
tables.

In addition to the opportunity to talk 
personally with candidates, attendees will 
have the opportunity to learn more about ballot 
issues such as the public safety tax to support 
a new courthouse as well as the merit selection 
of judges register to vote learn more about the 
League of Women Voters of Johnson County 
which does not support or oppose political 
candidates or parties Light refreshments will be 
served. 

For more information, go to www.lwvjoco.
org or contact us at contactus@lwvjoco.org. 

Source LWV

Residents in the Argentine neighborhood, last week were wondering if the former church St. John the Divine was being restored. Cookie 
Rico was curious if the building was being torn down or if work had begun on the 129 year old building.  She stood in her yard watching 
the machine rip apart the back side of the building.
Los residentes del barrio Argentine, la semana pasada se preguntaban si la antigua iglesia de San Juan el Divino estaba siendo restaurada. 
Cookie Rico tenía curiosidad en si el edificio estaba siendo demolido o si se había empezado a trabajar en el edificio de 129 años de edad. 
Ella se quedo en el patio de su casa viendo la máquina derribar la parte posterior del edificio.
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The good news is that 
the church is not being 
torn down.  In January 
of this year the Unified 
Government Code 
Enforcement put a stay 
of demolition order in 
place.

“Without that stay, 
the building would 
have been torn down 
by now,” said Daniel 
Serda, board member 
of St. John the Divine 
Community Art and 
Education Center, a not-
for-profit established to 
help save the building. 
One of the signal 
accomplishments of 
the group was to get 
historic designation. 

Former owner Patricia 
Casas wanted to save 
the building and joined 
Serda and several 
community members 
over five years ago 
to seek historic status 
for the building by 
the state of Kansas in 
hopes of receiving grant 
funding to perform 
the preservation work 
needed.

“The demolition order 
has been an obstacle 
for us to get funding 
from other sources.  We 
have been turned down 
on funding due to the 
order.  We were told 
that we would love to 
give you funding but 
we need assurance that 
the Unified Government 
won’t come in and tear 
down the building.  It 
has been a hindrance 
for us,” said Serda.

At the present time, 
the work that is being 
done is tearing off the 
rectory that was built 
after the 1951 flood.  
The removal of that 
section will stabilize the 

building and remove 
the threat of further 
deterioration.

“A contractor was 
selected and they 
started the work last 
week.  They only had 
about ten days to get it 
completed and they are 
wrapping up the work,” 
said Serda.

In early May, the 
Kansas Historical 
Society had unexpected 
funding left over in 
their 2015 Historic 
Preservation Fund, 
which they were able 
to pass to the Unified 
Government for roof 
repair and stabilization 
work at the church.

The Society gave the 
Unified Government 
$30,000 earmarked 
for St. John the Divine 
building as long as 
the local government 
would donate an 
additional $20,000 to 
the preservation of the 
building. In June the 
commissioners voted 
unanimously to do so.

“We had the support 
of the commissioners, 
they voted unanimously 
to match the funds.  It is 
an important step for us 
because it allowed us 
to get this work done 
as required by the 
demolition stay,” said 
Serda.

The removal of the 
back addition to the 
building will help 
resolve some of the 
city’s’ safety concerns.

“The primary reason 
that demolition order 
was placed on the 
building was because 
on that addition, part of 
the roof had collapsed 
and caused part of the 
floor to collapse into the 
building.  That section 

has been demolished 
now. They have put 
structural shoring in 
place and they are 
patching the part of 
the roof that has been 
leaking into the building 
and causing some 
problems,” he said.

Now that the section 
that has been causing 
deterioration of the 
building has been 
removed, Serda feels 
they will be able 
to move forward in 
trying to preserve the 
building.

“We have worked 
with four or five 
different departments 
at the city; public 
works, community 
development, legal 
department, planning 
department, code 
enforcement … we 
have consulted with all 
of them. … Now that 
the stabilization work 
has been completed the 
building is more secure.  
We are resolving a lot 
of concerns that the 
Unified Government 
code department 

had.  It is a small step 
in moving forward but 
it is a really important 
one,” he said.

Serda told Hispanic 
News that some 
people have said, “It is 
divine intervention that 
has kept that church 
building still standing 
through two floods 
and now a demolition 

order.”
Rico watched the 

work at the church 
and said, “I wish a 
miracle would happen 
here and they fix it and 
keep it open.  I wish 
we could have a priest 
there again.  It was a 
beautiful church with 
the chandeliers.”

CONT./PAGE 1

funerales, simplemente 
hay un montón de 
recuerdos”, dijo.

La buena noticia es, 
que el templo no está 
siendo demolido. En 
enero de este año, la 
Aplicación de Códigos 
del Gobierno Unificado, 
puso en su lugar, una 
suspensión en la orden 
de demolición.

“Sin esa suspensión, 
el edificio ya hubiera 
sido derribado”, dijo 
Daniel Serda, integrante 
de la junta del Centro 
Comunitario Educativo 
y de Arte de San Juan 
el Divino, un centro 
sin fines de lucro 
establecido para ayudar 
a salvar el edificio. 
Uno de los logros del 
grupo era conseguir su 
designación histórica.

La antigua propietaria, 
Patricia Casas, quería 
salvar el edificio y se 
unió a Serda y varios 
integrantes de la 
comunidad, hace más 
de cinco años, para 
solicitar el estatus de 
edificio histórico por el 
estado de Kansas, con 
la esperanza de recibir 
subvenciones para llevar 
a cabo los trabajos 
de conservación 
necesarios.

“La orden de 
demolición ha sido un 
obstáculo para nosotros, 
para conseguir fondos 
de otras fuentes. Hemos 
sido rechazados 
en la financiación 
debido a la orden. 
Nos han dicho que les 
gustaría otorgarnos 
la financiación, pero 
necesitan garantías 
de que el Gobierno 
Unificado no podrá 

entrar y derribar el 
edificio. Ha sido 
un obstáculo para 
nosotros”, dijo SERDA.

En la actualidad, el 
trabajo que se está 
haciendo, es el derribo 
de la rectoría que fue 
construida después de 
la inundación de 1951. 
La eliminación de esa 
sección estabilizará el 
edificio y eliminará la 
amenaza de un mayor 
deterioro.

“Se seleccionó a un 
contratista y se inició 
el trabajo la semana 
pasada. Sólo tenían 
unos diez días para 
completar el trabajo y 
están por terminar”, dijo 
Serda.

A principios de 
mayo, a la Sociedad 
Histórica de Kansas 
inesperadamente le 
sobro dinero en su 
Fondo de Preservación 
Histórica de 2015, 
mismo que fueron 
capaces de pasar al 
Gobierno Unificado 
para la reparación 
de techos y obras de 
estabilización en el 
templo.

La Sociedad le dio 
al Gobierno Unificado, 
$ 30 mil dólares 
destinados al edificio 
de  San Juan el Divino, 
siempre y cuando 
el gobierno local 
donara un adicional 
de $ 20 mil dólares 
a la conservación del 
edificio. En junio, los 
comisionados votaron 
por unanimidad para 
hacerlo de esa manera.

“Hemos tenido el 
apoyo de los miembros 
de la Comisión, votaron 
por unanimidad para 
emparejar los fondos. 
Es un paso importante 

para nosotros, ya que 
nos permitió realizar 
este trabajo como lo 
exige la suspensión de 
demolición”, dijo Serda.

La eliminación de 
la adición trasera del 
edificio ayudará a 
resolver algunas de 
las preocupaciones de 
seguridad por parte del 
gobierno de la ciudad.

 “La razón principal, 
por la que fue puesta 
una orden de derribo 
en el edificio, era 
porque en esa adición, 
parte del techo se 
había derrumbado y 
causó que parte del 
piso se colapsara en 
el edificio. Esa sección 
se ha demolido ahora. 
Ellos han puesto 
un apuntalamiento 
estructural en su lugar 
y están restaurando la 
parte del techo que ha 
tenido goteras y que 
ha causado algunos 
problemas”, dijo.

Ahora que la sección 
que ha estado causando 
deterioro al edificio ya 
se ha eliminado, Serda 
siente que será capaz 
de avanzar en el intento 
de preservar el edificio.

“Hemos trabajado 
con cuatro o cinco 
departamentos 
diferentes del gobierno 
de la ciudad; obras 
públicas, desarrollo 
de la comunidad, 
departamento legal, 
el departamento 
de planificación, la 
aplicación del código. 
Los hemos consultado 
a todos. Ahora que el 
trabajo de estabilización 
se ha completado, el 
edificio es más seguro. 
Estamos resolviendo 
una gran cantidad de 
preocupaciones que 

tenía el Departamento 
de Códigos del 
Gobierno Unificado. Es 
un pequeño paso para 
avanzar, pero es uno 
muy importante”, dijo.

Serda dijo a Hispanic 
News que algunas 
personas han dicho, 
“Es una intervención 

divina, el hecho de que 
el edificio del templo 
siga en pie, a pesar 
de dos inundaciones, 
y ahora, una orden de 
demolición”.

Rico observaba el 
trabajo que se realizaba 
en el templo y dijo: 
“Me gustaría que aquí 

ocurriría un milagro, 
que lo arreglaran y lo 
mantuvieran abierto. 
Me gustaría que 
pudiéramos tener de 
nuevo allí a un cura. Era 
un hermoso templo con 
candelabros”.

traduce  
Gemma Tornero

At the present time, the work that is being done is tearing off 
the rectory that was built after the 1951 flood.  The removal of 
that section will stabilize the building and remove the threat of 
further deterioration.
En la actualidad, el trabajo que se está haciendo es el desgarro de 
la rectoría que fue construido después de la inundación 1951. La 
eliminación de esa sección se estabilizará el edificio y eliminar la 
amenaza de un mayor deterioro.

According to Daniel Serda, the removal of the back addition to the building will 
help resolve some of the city’s’ safety concerns.
De acuerdo con Daniel SERDA, la eliminación de la adición trasera al edificio ayudará 
a resolver algunas de las preocupaciones de la ciudad con los problemas de seguridad.

Subvención compartida ayuda 
a asegurar primera fase
CONT./PÁGINA 1

Matching grant helps 
secure first phase
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Es el trabajo 
de profesionales 
capacitados, altamente 
cualificados en 
la industria de la 
construcción.

Son empleos con los 
que, Alex González, 
espera motivar a que los 
estudiantes en la Escuela 
Preparatoria Alta Vista 
Charter consideren 
cuando se gradúen de 
la escuela preparatoria.

Él inició en la industria 
de la construcción a 
principios de los 80, 
trabajando como pintor 
y yesero.

“Cuando supe del 
sindicato y de las 
oportunidades que me 
ofrecían, me uní en 
1996. Ha sido muy 
bueno para mí”, dijo 
González.

Hace ocho años 
comenzó su propia 
compañía, Construcción 
González, y comenzó 
a vivir su sueño. Ahora 
quiere pasar ese sueño 
a los jóvenes latinos y 
está trabajando para 
traer diversidad a los 
sindicatos.

“Hemos estado 
trabajando muy bien 
con los sindicatos 
y queremos un 
representante bilingüe”, 
dijo.

El propósito de su 
visita a la Preparatoria 
Alta Vista Charter, 
fue el de informar a 
una generación más 
joven, sobre los oficios 
en la industria de la 
construcción ya que la 
fuerza de trabajo actual 
está disminuyendo 
a medida que sus 
integrantes se jubilan.

La industria necesita 
profesionales altamente 
cualificados para 
llenar ese vacío. 
Según González, la 
industria paga bien 
a los trabajadores y 
proporciona un buen 
paquete de prestaciones.

Al querer ofrecer 
a los estudiantes que 
no pueden ir a la 
universidad y tener 
una carrera, González 
habló con el director de 
Alta Vista, Ed Méndez, 
acerca de traer a los 
contratistas del sindicato 
a la escuela para hablar 
con los estudiantes 
respecto a tener una 
carrera en una variedad 
de oficios.

Ann Gutiérrez, 
estudiante de segundo 
año en Alta Vista, estaba 
feliz de haber  asistido 
al programa.

“De hecho, estoy 
contenta de que me uní 
al programa. Parece 
que pagan muy bien. 
Voy a decirles a mis 
familiares sobre esto y 
a mostrarles los folletos. 
Nunca he considerado 
entrar en la industria 
de la construcción, pero 
suena emocionante. 
Podría considerarlo”, 
dijo Gutiérrez.

Los contratistas locales 
dijeron a los estudiantes 
que la industria está 
cambiando con la 
tecnología.

“No es una carrera 
que sólo utiliza martillo 
y clavos, se aprende 
a leer planos, a 
cómo trabajar con la 
tecnología digital en el 
diseño de un edificio, y 
a tener conocimientos 
de informática 
utilizando Excel y 

otros programas”, dijo 
González.

Méndez y González, 
esperaban que los 
estudiantes tuvieran un 
punto de vista diferente, 
acerca de un plan de 
carrera después de 
pasar tiempo con los 
contratistas.

“Ser un trabajador de 
la construcción es una 
puesto de alta habilidad. 
Es una buena carrera y 
el dinero es excelente. 
Puede convertirse en un 
oficial en los primeros 
tres a cinco años y ganar 
alrededor de $ 50 mil a 
$ 70 mil al año”, dijo 
González.

Herman Flores, 
estudiante de último 
año, está interesado en 
asistir a la universidad 
para estudiar soldadura.

“Hablé con los 
integrantes de la industria 
de la construcción y les 
dije mis planes. Yo les 
dije que quería ir a la 
universidad y obtener 
mi certificado en 
soldadura. Me dijeron 
que eso me ayudaría 
y que entraría como 
oficial inmediatamente 
después de la escuela”, 
dijo.

Al momento en que 
Flores considera su 
futuro, él sabe que su 
situación financiera 
determinará si va a la 
universidad.

“Mis hermanos fueron 
a la universidad, pero no 
terminaron, debido a los 
costos de matrícula. No 
quiero que me suceda 
a mí porque no pueda 
pagar por ello. Estoy 
muy emocionado de que 
estas personas hayan 
venido y quieran reclutar 
a jóvenes en algo que 

es positivo, se nos habló 
al respecto, de cómo 
podríamos trabajar e ir 
a la universidad”, dijo.

Méndez estaba 
emocionado. 
“Queremos que los 
jóvenes sepan acerca de 
las oportunidades que 
existen después de la 
preparatoria. Sabemos 
que hay buenos puestos 
de trabajo en los oficios 
y queremos que nuestros 
hijos tengan en cuenta 
que aquí hay una buena 
carrera, que me va a 
permitir aprender un 
oficio y ser capaz de 
mantenerme a mí y a mi 
familia”.

Méndez y González 
coincidieron en que se 
trataba de una buena 
colaboración.

“Hay muchas 
oportunidades 
en el sector de la 
construcción. Puedes 
trabajar y convertirte 
en un capataz. Usted 
podría convertirse en 
un director de proyecto. 
Algunas compañías le 
dan la oportunidad de 
ir a la universidad y 
ofrecerle un programa 
de reembolso”, dijo 
González.

La mayoría de 
los estudiantes de 
Alta Vista, que están 
considerando ir a la 
universidad, tendrán 
que trabajar para 
que este a su alcance 
económicamente una 
educación superior.

“Cada año vemos los 
obstáculos financieros 
de nuestras familias 
enfrentan cuando 
buscan enviar a sus 
hijos a la universidad. 
Buscamos becas para 
nuestros estudiantes, 

pero queremos que vean 
las carreras que pueden 
elegir, y, muchos oficios 
ofrecemos el reembolso 
económico universitario, 
para que puedan seguir 
una carrera y asistir 
a la universidad. Este 
programa es una buena 
colaboración”, dijo 
Méndez.

Otra ventaja del 
programa, es que 
los contratistas son 
bilingües, por lo 
que explicaron a los 

estudiantes acerca de 
sus oficios en español.

“Es importante que 
los estudiantes y los 
padres sepan que hay 
alguien que luce como 
yo y me habla en mi 
idioma, conoce nuestro 
historial, la forma en 
que crecimos y que 
han venido aquí para 
ayudarnos con nuestro 
futuro”, dijo Méndez.

traduce  
Gemma Tornero
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It is jobs that Alex 
Gonzalez hopes to 
inspire students at Alta 
Vista Charter High 
school to consider after 
they graduate from high 
school.

He started in the 
construction industry in 
the early 80’s working as 
a painter and plasterer.  

“When I learned 
about the union and 
the opportunities they 
offered to me, I joined 
the union in 1996.  It has 
been great for me,” said 
Gonzalez.

Eight years ago, he 
started his own company, 

Gonzalez Construction 
and began living his 
dream.  He now wants 
to pass that dream onto 
young Latinos and is 
working to bring diversity 
into the unions.

“We have been doing 
great with the unions 
and we want a bilingual 
rep,” he said.

The purpose of his visit 
to Alta Vista Charter High 
School was to inform 
a younger generation 
about trades in the 
construction industry as 
the current workforce is 
shrinking as members 
retire.

The industry needs 
highly skilled trained 

professionals to fill the 
void. According to 
Gonzalez, the industry 
pays workers well and 
they provide a good 
benefit package.

 Wanting to give 
students who may not 
be going to college a 
career path, Gonzalez 
spoke with principal 
Ed Mendez at Alta 
Vista about bringing 
union contractors into 
the school to talk with 
students about a career 
in a variety of trades.

Ann Gutierrez, 
sophomore at Alta Vista, 
was happy she attended 
the program.  

“I am actually glad 

that I joined it.  It seems 
they pay very well.  I am 
going to tell my family 
members about this and 
show them the brochures.  
I never considered going 
into the construction 
industry but it sounds 
exciting.  I may consider 
it,” said Gutierrez.

Local contractors told 
students the industry 
is changing with 
technology. 

“It is not a career that 
just uses hammer and 
nails, they learn how to 
read blueprints, work 
with digital technology 
on design of a building, 
and they have computer 
skills using Excel and 

other programs,” said 
Gonzalez.

It was Gonzalez’s 
and Mendez’s hope that 
students would have 
a different viewpoint 
of a career path after 
spending time with 
contractors.

“A construction worker 
is a high skill position.  It 
is a nice career and the 
money is great.  You can 
become a journeyman in 
three to five years and 
make around $50,000 
to $70,000 a year,” said 
Gonzalez.

Herman Flores, senior, 
is interested in attending 
college for welding.  

“I spoke with 
construction members 
here and told them 
my plans.  I told them I 
wanted to go to college 
and get my welding 
certificate.  They told 
me it would help me 
and I would enter as 
a journeyman after 
school,” he said.

As Flores considers his 
future, he knows that his 
financial situation will 
determine if he goes to 
college.   

“My siblings went to 
college but didn’t finish 
because of tuition costs.  
I don’t want it to happen 
to me because I can’t pay 
for it.   I am excited that 
these people came out 
and want to get young 
people into something 
that is positive and they 
talked to us about (how) 
we could work and go to 
college,” he said.

Mendez was excited. 
“We want the kids 
to know about the 
opportunities that exist 
after high school.  We 
know there are good 
jobs in the trades and 
we want our kids to 
consider that here is a 
good career that will let 
me learn a trade and be 
able to support myself 
and my family.”

 Mendez and 
Gonzalez agreed 
that this was a good 
partnership.

“There are many 
opportunities in the 
construction industry.  You 
can work your way up 
and become a foreman.  
You could become 
a project manager.  
Some companies give 
you the opportunity 
to go to college and 
offer a reimbursement 
program,” said 
Gonzalez.

The majority of 
students at Alta Vista 
who are considering 
college will have to work 
to financially afford a 
higher education.

“Every year we see 
the financial obstacles 
our families face when 
they look at sending their 
children to college.  We 
look for scholarships for 
our students, but we want 
them to see careers they 
can choose and many 
trades offer college 
reimbursement so they 
can pursue a career and 
college.  This program 
is a good partnership,” 
said Mendez.

Another plus in 
the program is the 
contractors are bilingual, 
explaining the trades in 
Spanish for the students.

“It is important for the 
students and parents to 
know that someone looks 
like me and speaks to 
me in my language and 
knows our background 
of how we grew up and 
they have come here to 
help us with our future,” 
said Mendez.

CONT./PAGE 1

Alex Gonzalez, owner of Gonzalez Construction 
Company, along with other Latino contractors 
said the purpose of their visit to Alta Vista Charter 
High School was to inform the students of younger 
generation about trades in the construction industry 
and the opportunities for a career.
Alex González, propietario de González Construction 
Company, junto con otros contratistas latinos dijeron que 
el propósito de su visita a Alta Vista Charter High School 
fue informar a los estudiantes de la generación más 
joven sobre operaciones en el sector de la construcción 
y las oportunidades para una carrera.

Construction Industry is a highly 
skilled professional workforce

La industria de la construcción cuenta con una mano de 
obra profesional altamente calificada

Alex Gonzalez told students, “It is not a career that just uses hammer and 
nails, they learn how to read blueprints, work with digital technology on 
design of a building and they have computer skills using Excel and other 
programs.”
Alex González dijo a los estudiantes: “No es una carrera que sólo utiliza un 
martillo y clavos, aprenderan a leer planos, a trabajar con la tecnología digital en 
el diseño de un edificio y se adquieren conocimientos de informática utilizando 
Excel y otros programas.”
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This year’s election is affecting our children … 
racism on a high school soccer field

I write this as both a 
loving parent and a 
concerned citizen. 
My oldest son is a 

senior at Hamilton High 
School located in 
southwestern Ohio. I am 
just a construction 
worker, so if my 
grammar isn’t 100% 
correct, you’ll have to 
excuse me. We live in a 
county that voted mostly 
Republican and is home 
to the former 
Congressman John 
Boehner.  The city of 
Hamilton has a large 
Hispanic community 
filled with undocumented 
illegal Mexicans, as 
well as Mexican 
American citizens. Not 
that most people think 
there is a difference. I 
find most of the time 
people think they are all 
here illegally.  This has 
been a way of life for 
the city of Hamilton over 
the past two decades. I 
would say at first it was 
alarming for most of the 
white residents, but the 
longer families lived 
around each other and 
our children grew up 
together, some of the 
animosity and fear has 
changed for some 
residents. But of course 
not for all.  My son 
plays for the Hamilton 
High Boys Soccer team 
which is made up of 
mostly Hispanic boys. 
Most of the boys I have 
known since they were 
four years old. Most of 
the team has played on 
the same team or played 
against each other, at 
different times, over the 
past thirteen years.  On 
more than one occasion, 
I’ve had the entire 
soccer team crammed 
into my sons bedroom 
playing on his ps4. 
There is no color or race 
when it comes to their 
friendship, only 
acceptance, 
camaraderie, and 
respect.  Hamilton High 
School is part of a large 
sports conference in 
southwestern Ohio, but 
unlike the other schools, 
we are poor and largely 
made up of a diverse 
and colorful student 
body.  We can’t compete 
with the other high 
schools when it comes 
to money, community 
and parental support, 
eligible kids, and 
resources. It’s just a 
normal way of life in 
sports for our kids.  An 
acceptance of 
mediocrity that we 
struggle with every 
season. We are lucky to 
win half of our games 
every season, but the 
kids trudge forward 
anyway because they 
love the game of soccer 
and playing together.  It 
doesn’t matter that every 
game, every opposing 
team, every set of 
referees, go above and 
beyond to belittle and 
cheat them out of a fair 
game.  I will explain 
why I believe this to be 

the truth as I write about 
this past Thursday 
night’s game.  We 
travelled to the city of 
Springboro, Ohio to 
face off against 
Springboro High 
School. A small town 
made up of mostly 
Caucasian residents. By 
mostly, I mean 92%.  
The game starts like 
every other game. My 
wife and I pay to get in, 
we watch our boys 
warm up, and then it’s 
time for the player 
introductions. We all 
watch and begin to 
laugh as the announcer 
for Springboro butchers 
the pronunciation of our 
children’s last names. To 
be fair almost every 
away game, the 
announcer has a hard 
time pronouncing our 
boys names and we find 
it more amusing than 
insulting.  We start off 
every game hoping for 
a fair and unbiased 
game, but within 
minutes we know this 
won’t be the case. We 
have had trouble with 
Springboro before and 
we have trouble with the 
referees at every game 
we play anymore.  We 
were doing fine in the 
first half, but it doesn’t 
take long for the ugliness 
to rear its head and 
show itself on the field. 
During a typical game, 
we see at least two 
dozen or more bad calls 
by almost always, all 
white referees. I have 
never seen a Hispanic 
referee once in the past 
4 years of watching 
games. It is obvious 
from the numerous bad 
calls against us and the 
non calls for the other 
team that our boys are 
playing against the 
referees, as well as the 
Springboro Boys Soccer 
team. Witnesses as well 
as stats can prove this.  
By halftime our boys are 
complaining because 
Springboro soccer 
players are calling them 
racist names like 
“Beaner” and 
“Wetback.” while 
playing on the field. 
Telling them to go back 
to Mexico. It’s even 
worse when the student 
body chants the same to 
our players from their 
stands.  I was ejected 
before the end of the 
game and personally 
witnessed the 
Springboro student 
body chanting, “Build a 
wall.” as I passed them.  
I was escorted out by 
two Springboro staff 
members who heard it 
as well. I turned to them 
both and said,” I get 
kicked out, but that 
racism is allowed.” They 
both continued to escort 
me out, but neither said 
a word to me.  Needless 
to say we lost the game, 
but the real crime was 
watching the prejudice 
tear down our boys 
strength and composure. 
They put up with a 

constant barrage of 
racist insults and pure 
hatred for over two 
hours.  I know that our 
country is divided 
politically. Half of us on 
one side while the other 
half is on the other side, 
but I think we can all 
agree that this shouldn’t 
be allowed anywhere 
on a high school field. It 
is an attack on 
everything moral and a 
travesty against good 
sportsmanship.  Our 
soccer team has put up 
with this type of 
behavior for years, but I 
can no longer stand by 
and watch our boys 
continue to be abused 
and ignored by a system 
of hatred and ignorance.  
So I write this in hopes 
that it will be seen and 
distributed everywhere.  
I hope the more attention 
it receives it might give 
us a chance to stop this 
hate and just be allowed 
to play a fair game of 
soccer.  I hope for the 
Hamilton City school 
board to investigate 
immediately. I called the 
board on Friday and 
complained, but they 
never called me back. 
Another parent called 
and complained to the 
principal, Mr. Wilhelm. 
Mr. Wilhelm told the 
parent that he was told 
by our Athletic Director 
that there wasn’t any 
incidents.  My wife 
emailed the Springboro 
Athletic Director and he 
did email her back. He 
stated that he asked a 
couple of people, but 
they didn’t hear 
anything. So to him 
nothing happened as 
well.  You know if you 
asked the Nazis if they 
were a hate group in 
1938, they would have 
denied it. The whole 
idea of racism is that 
through the perpetrator’s 
own ignorance, they 
don’t know, nor do they 
believe they are a racist. 
They either lie and deny, 
or justify their actions.  
So, I expect nothing less 
from him or his school. 
We had the same 
problems with the 
Springboro Boys Soccer 
team last year and our 
Athletic Director knew 
about it.  So, I don’t 
know why we played 
them again this year or 
did not simply just walk 
off the field on Thursday 
night.  I was actually 
ejected from the game 
by our own Athletic 
Director for telling him 
he needed to stick up 
for our kids. Which he 
has never done until 
later that night, after he 
had me ejected from the 
game.   I’m guessing 
that his conscious and 
the fact that all of our 
parents agreed with me, 
demanded he walk over 
to the opposing coach 
and then to the 
Springboro student 
stands to ask them to 
stop the racist remarks.  
But he apparently told 

Mr. Wilhelm there 
wasn’t any incident. If 
there wasn’t an incident 
then why go the coach 
and the Springboro 
student stands. It is 
simply a cover up.  As 
to whether our school 
board had knowledge 
of this incident and the 
others from previous 
games, I couldn’t tell 
you. If they did then I 
find them all equally 
guilty and complicit in 
sending our boys to 
face a horrible and 
stressful situation like 
that. I call on OHSAA, 
the Ohio High School 
Athletic Association to 
investigate, reprimand, 
and discipline all parties 
involved. To make sure 
that all of our future 
games are filmed at 
their expense. If they 
find nothing wrong, I 
will still be content in 
knowing that all of our 
future games will be fair 
and impartial. Maybe 
we can have a chance 
this season. I ask that 
everyone, everywhere 
stand with us to stop the 
hate that is continuously 
spewed and accepted 
by half of our 
population. At the end 
of the day these are kids 
who need to be nurtured 
and taught to be 
responsible young men. 
That can’t happen with 
the abuse they receive 
constantly from 
everyone around them 
at these games.  I 
wanted to stand up for 
the kids years ago, but I 
was asked not to 
because of the fears that 
our friends and their 
children have 
concerning immigration 
issues, but with the 
current political climate 
we may never have 
another opportunity to 
change people and 
their views when it 
comes to this hotly 
contested issue.  Now 
you can say that I’m 
probably just a sore 
loser and that I’m just 
defending my kid. You 
might be right except for 
one little detail that I 
purposely left out. I am 
white, my wife is white, 
and my son is white and 
when you hurt those 
kids, you hurt us as well.  
I call on everyone 
everywhere to support 
our kids at home and 
away games. I call on 
everyone who cares to 
make a change to help 
us stop the hate. We will 
not be just pushed aside 
by Hamilton or 
Springboro High 
Schools. A few of us 
parents will fight this 
even as we stand alone 
with no support from 
our very own school. 
We will show our kids 
that even when 
everyone is against you 
we will still fight for 
what is right.

Thank you,
Shawn Denholm

A penny mentality 
in America?

I had just parked my 
car in a city parking 
lot when I heard the 
cries of a loud voice.
“Sir, please give 

me a penny! Please 
just a penny,” he 
pled. I continued to 
walk because I do not 
like being verbally 
accosted by a stranger. 
I was in an unfamiliar 
part of town and felt 
spooked by his sudden 
appearance to plead 
with me for a penny.

I have been asked 
for a dollar hundreds 
of time from street 
beggars but never a 
penny.  I’m thinking 
to myself, “Wow, how 
low can a guy go?” 
On many occasions I 
have handed people 
a couple of dollars or 
a five.  Never have 
I been asked for a 
penny. Once my family 
and I stopped at a 
light and this man was 
begging for money 
and we gave him ten 
dollars. As soon as 
he had it in his hand 
he smiled saying he 
had enough now for 
a bottle of whiskey. 
We shook our heads 
and felt like fools for 
helping the guy.

My wife and I 
were once walking 
down Broad Street 
in Nashville to our 
favorite candy and 
popcorn store. We 
saw a woman eating 
a sandwich and a man 
pled for her to give it to 
him. She had appeared 
to haven eaten a bite 
or two from it. He took 
it right from her hands 
and ravished that 
sandwich. The guy was 
obviously starving.

You really never 
know who is truly 
suffering and who is 
a daily panhandler. 
A lot of America is on 
welfare and we have 
people sleeping on 
the streets or under 
bridges or on park 
benches. I hope the 
election this fall will 
bring change. We 
didn’t get in this shape 
in one election. I don’t 
see how one election 
will get us out of this 
shape we are in today. 
However, we must 
make a major stride 
in a different direction 
or we are going to 
lose this country. We 
cannot afford more 
welfare, more illegal 
immigrants, more 
jobs exported out of 
America and a weaker 
military. I personally 
think this election is 
America’s defining 
moment in history. 
Supreme court justices 
will be appointed the 
next four or eight years 
that will have a major 

impact on the future of 
America.

Okay, back to the 
penny beggar. I seldom 
have a penny but I did 
have a quarter. I gave 
the man a quarter. 
Immediately he 
wanted more change. 
He said he wanted 
to buy his daughter a 
bottle of water. “Wait 
a minute sir, you said 
you wanted a penny.” 
“Yes, but I need more 
change for a bottle of 
water,” he pled. The 
man looked about 
28 years old. I was 
beginning to think I 
would just hand him 
five or maybe even ten 
dollars. I then asked 
him, “Why aren’t 
you working a job? “ 
Without missing a beat 
he replied, “I can’t 
work a job because I 
would lose my check.” 
“What? You would 
lose your check?? 
“Yes, if I work they will 
take my check away 
from me.” I then asked 
him how much do you 
receive each month 
in your check and he 
said, “Seven hundred 
and some dollars.”  
“Sir,” I replied, “You, 
could make more 
money if you would 
just work as hard as 
you are begging me 
and others for money.” 
He actually nodded his 
head and agreed with 
me.

I did not give him 
any more money. 
Maybe I should have 
but His attitude of “I 
will not work because 
I prefer to subsist on 
government assistance 
has become too 
prevalent in America.

We cannot live on 
pennies and welfare in 
America. This is not a 
real life. It’s time for a 
change in this country. 
It’s time for real jobs to 
come back to America. 
It’s time for us to defend 
our borders, build up 
our military and repair 
our infrastructure. We 
have to get off this 
status quo lifestyle of 
mediocrity and being 
comfortable in poverty. 
This is not the America 
our parents built.  We 
can’t go from a dollar 
mentality to a penny 
mentality because after 
this there is no lower to 
go.

Glenn Mollette is an 
American Syndicated 
Columnist and Author. 
He is the author of 
eleven books and 
read in all fifty states. 
Enjoy Books By Glenn 
Mollette at Amazon.
com

This column does 
not necessarily 
reflect the view of 
any organization, 
institution or this paper 
or media source.
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Full-Time and Part-

Time Faculty and Staff 

Career Opportunities

at

https://jobs.mcckc.edu

EOE/M/F/V/Disabled

Education

Rainbow Legacy Investors II LLC is accepting 
proposals from qualified firms to perform 

Construction Services for the proposed Rainbow 
Village Home2 Suites by Hilton. The project is 

located at the corner of Rainbow Blvd. and Rainbow 
Extension at 3440 Rainbow Blvd. Kansas City, Kansas 
and includes the construction of a 4 story hotel with 

a basement and adjoining surface parking lots. 

All bids must be submitted by October 27, at 2 pm. 
Bids should be directed to the following:

MW Builders – Estimating Department
McPherson Contractors – Estimating Department
Crossland Construction – Estimating Department

Centric Projects – Estimating Department

In the Heart of 
Kansas City’s Westside & On the Blvd

We have space for you @ 
La Galeria’s home to KC Hispanic News

Small businesses welcome
If you are an Insurance agency, attorney or another 

type of business don’t look any further

Call Today 816-506-1421 
Contact Joe Arce   -   Reasonable rates

2918 Southwest Blvd. Kansas City, MO 64108

Looking for 
Office Space and Furnished? 

In  Lov ing  Memo r y
STELLA L. GRADO (BECERRA)

Stella L. Grado (Becerra) of Kansas City, KS, passed 
away on Thursday, September 29, 2016 at the KU 
Medical Center at the age of 64, Stella was born 
November 7, 1951 to Manuel and Eliza Becerra. 
Stella is survived by her six children; Bernard Grado, 
Jr., Christopher (Melissa) Grado, Sr., Leslie (James) 
Cervantes, Brian N. Becerra, Jeanette (Victor) Abarca, 
Jesse (Katrina) Becerra Sr., father Manuel Becerra, Jr., 
brother, Hector M. Becerra and her 11 grandchildren. 
A memorial mass will be held on Monday, October 10, 
2016 at 12:00 PM (Noon) at St. Andrew the Apostle 
Catholic Church, 6415 NE Antioch Rd. Gladstone, 
MO 64119. Interment will take place at Maple Hill Cemetery with a private family 
service. Stella is loved and will be deeply missed by family and friends. To share 
a memory or to leave condolences, please visit www.maplehillfuneralhome.com.

O P E N I N G 
FOR SALES PERSON

KC Hispanic News Newspaper is 
seeking a Sales Person to join our sales team.

This person must have advertising experience in 
the metro and within the Latino market. Bi-lingual 

is a major Plus  *  Commission Driven 
Possible to work from home if  

you are the right person
Contact Joe Arce @ 816-506-1421

Email resume to joearce@kchispanicnews.com
EOE

Visit us
 on...

Visítanos

 en...

Kansas City
Hispanic News
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New research shows 
nearly half of American 
parents underestimate the 
harm of school absences

Nueva encuesta muestra que casi la mitad 
de los padres estadounidenses subestiman 
el daño de las ausencias escolares

NEW YORK, 
PRNewswire-
HISPANIC PR WIRE/ 
-- A student who 
misses just two days 
of school each month 
— 18 days total in the 
year — is considered 
to be chronically 
absent. However, 
many parents don’t 
realize that, even 
when excused or 
understandable, 
absences add up and 
can greatly impact a 
child’s education. In 
the United States, more 
than 6 million children 
are chronically absent 
from school each year.

New research 
released today by 
the Ad Council found 
that an overwhelming 
majority (86%) of 
parents understand 
their child’s school 
attendance plays a 
big role in helping 
them graduate from 
high school. However, 
nearly half (49%) of 
parents believe that 
it is okay for their 
children to miss three 
or more days of school 
per month – and that 
they won’t fall behind 
academically if they 
do. In reality, missing 
just two days of school 
per month makes 
children more likely 
to fall behind and less 
likely to graduate.

To combat chronic 
absenteeism, the 
U.S. Department 
of Education, the 
Charles Stewart 
Mott Foundation, 
and the Ad Council 
have partnered 
to create a public 
service campaign, 
Absences Add Up. 
The campaign features 
a series of digital and 
out of home PSAs 
that drive parents 
to AbsencesAddUp.
org. On the 
website, parents are 
empowered with 
information and 
resources to help 
ensure their children 
attend school each 
day.

“A good education 
provides the 
best pathway to 
opportunity,” said Mott 
Foundation President 
Ridgway White. “But 
to succeed in school, 

students have to be 
in school. That’s why 
we’re pleased to 
support a campaign 
that will help families 
and communities keep 
kids in the classroom.”

Absences Add Up is 
part of the My Brother’s 
Keeper Every Student, 
Every Day initiative, 
a broad effort to 
combat chronic 
absenteeism led by 
the U.S. Departments 
of Education, Health 
and Human Services, 
Housing and Urban 
Development, and 
Justice. The initiative 
calls on states and 
local communities 
across the country 
to join in taking 
immediate action to 
address and eliminate 
chronic absenteeism 
by at least 10% each 
year, beginning with 
the current school 
year.

“Ensuring kids 
actually make it to 
school is a vital part 
of leveling the playing 
field. Just missing a 
couple of days of 
school a month can 
mean the difference 
between dropping 
out and graduating 
on time. Absences 
add up. That’s why 
eliminating chronic 
absenteeism is a 
critical part of our 
work at the federal, 
state, and local level to 
ensure that every child 
has the opportunity 
to succeed,” U.S. 
Secretary of Education 
John B. King Jr.

One third of parents 
surveyed in the new 
Ad Council survey say 
they could do more to 
ensure that their child 
attends school every 
day. There are many 
reasons why students 
miss school when 
there are resources 
available to help. 
Some are struggling 
in the classroom, 
while others may be 
having trouble with 
bullies or dealing with 
challenges at home.

“Many parents 
don’t realize that 
absences can add 
up quickly and make 
children more likely 
to fall behind quickly 
in the classroom,” 

said Lisa Sherman, 
President and CEO 
of the Ad Council. 
“The Absences Add 
Up campaign gives 
parents the proper 
information they need 
to understand the 
true impact of school 
absences and the tools 
they need to set their 
children up for long-
term success.”

Children who 
are chronically 
absent in preschool, 
kindergarten and first 
grade are less likely 
to read on grade level 
by the third grade. 
Students who cannot 
read at grade level 
by the third grade are 
four times more likely 
to drop out of high 
school.

The Absences 
Add Up campaign 
directs parents and 
community members 
to AbsencesAddUp.
org, where they can 
find information about 
the importance of 
school attendance 
and resources to learn 
how to help children 
who are struggling in 
school, being bullied, 
managing chronic 
illness or dealing 
with mental health 
challenges. The site 
also provides parents 
with resources to 
assist with caregiving, 
housing and food 
challenges. For 
teachers, community 
leaders, after 
school programs, 
and mentoring 
partners, there is 
information about 
how to encourage 
school attendance 
and resources to help 
address issues like 
poor grades, bullying, 
and family challenges 
that cause children to 
miss school when they 
don’t have to.

The Ad Council 
survey was conducted 
by Ipsos Public 
Affairs in June 2016. 
Ipsos surveyed more 
than 1,000 parents 
of children ages 
6-13 to capture key 
attitudes regarding 
their children’s school 
attendance.

Source 
The Ad Council

NUEVA YORK, 
PRNewswire-HISPANIC 
PR WIRE/ -- Un estudiante 
que falta a la escuela 
solamente dos días 
cada mes —un total de 
18 días en un año— se 
considera crónicamente 
ausente. Sin embargo, 
muchos padres no se dan 
cuenta de que, incluso 
cuando son justificadas 
y comprensibles, las 
ausencias se suman 
y pueden tener un 
gran impacto sobre la 
educación de los niños. 
En los Estados Unidos, 
cada año, más de 6 
millones de niños están 
crónicamente ausentes 
de la escuela.

Una nueva 
investigación dada 
a conocer hoy por el 
Ad Council determinó 
que una abrumadora 
mayoría de padres 
(86%) comprenden que 
la asistencia de sus 
hijos a la escuela juega 
un papel importante en 
ayudarlos a graduarse 
de secundaria 
exitosamente. Sin 
embargo, casi la mitad 
de los padres (49%) 
creen que está bien si sus 
hijos pierden tres o más 
días de escuela antes de 
que comenzara a sufrir 
retrasos académicos. 
En realidad, faltar a 
clases tan solo dos 
días por mes aumenta 
las posibilidades 
de que los niños se 
atrasen y disminuye 
sus probabilidades de 
graduarse.

Para combatir el 
ausentismo crónico, 
el Departamento de 
Educación de EE. UU., 
la Fundación Charles 
Stewart Mott y el Ad 
Council se han asociado 
para crear una campaña 
de servicio público, 
Absences Add Up (Las 
ausencias suman). La 
campaña presenta una 
serie de publicidades de 
servicio público digital 
y en vía pública que 
llevan a los padres a 
AbsencesAddUp.org. 
En la página web, se 
empodera a los padres 
con información y 
recursos para ayudarlos 
a asegurar que sus hijos 
asistan a clase todos los 
días.

“Una buena educación 
es el mejor camino hacia 
las oportunidades”, 
dijo Ridgway White, 
Presidente de la 
Fundación Mott. “Pero 
para triunfar en la 

escuela, los estudiantes 
deben estar en la 
escuela. Es por ello que 
nos complace apoyar 
una campaña que 
ayudará a familias y 
comunidades a mantener 
a sus niños en las aulas”.

Absences Add Up 
es parte de Cada 
Estudiante, Cada 
Día (Every Student, 
Every Day) de la 
iniciativa El Guardián 
de Mi Hermano (My 
Brother’s Keeper), un 
esfuerzo integral para 
combatir el ausentismo 
crónico, dirigido por 
el Departamento de 
Educación de EE. UU., el 
Departamento de Salud 
y Servicios Humanos, 
el Departamento 
de Vivienda y 
Desarrollo Urbano y 
el Departamento de 
Justicia. La iniciativa 
recurre a los estados y 
comunidades locales de 
todo el país para que 
se unan para actuar de 
inmediato con el fin de 
abordar y eliminar el 
ausentismo crónico en, 
al menos, un 10% cada 
año, a partir del ciclo 
escolar actual.

“Asegurar que los 
niños realmente llegan a 
la escuela es vital para 
competir en igualdad 
de condiciones. Perder 
tan solo un par de días 
de clase por mes puede 
representar la diferencia 
entre abandonar los 
estudios o graduarse a 
tiempo. Las ausencias 
suman. Es por eso que 
eliminar el ausentismo 
crónico es parte crítica 
de nuestro trabajo a 
nivel federal, estatal 
y local para asegurar 
que cada niño tiene la 
oportunidad de triunfar”, 
dice John B. King Jr., 
Secretario de Educación 
de EE. UU.

Un tercio de los padres 
consultados en la nueva 
encuesta del Ad Council 
dicen que podrían hacer 
más para asegurar que 
sus hijos asistan a clase 
todos los días. Hay 
muchas razones por las 
cuales los estudiantes 
faltan a escuela 
cuando no deben 
hacerlo. Algunos tienen 
problemas académicos, 
mientras que otros 
pueden tener problemas 
con bravucones o 
dificultades en sus casas.

“Muchos padres no se 
dan cuenta de que las 
ausencias se suman con 
rapidez y pueden hacer 

que los niños se atrasen 
rápidamente en clase”, 
dijo Lisa Sherman, 
Presidenta y CEO del Ad 
Council. “La campaña 
Absences Add Up da a 
los padres la información 
adecuada que necesitan 
para comprender el 
verdadero impacto de 
las ausencias escolares 
y las herramientas que 
necesitan para preparar 
a sus hijos para el éxito 
duradero”.

Los niños que están 
crónicamente ausentes en 
preescolar, kindergarten 
y primer grado son 
menos propensos de leer 
en el tercer grado como 
corresponde al nivel. 
Los estudiantes que no 
leen como corresponde 
al nivel en tercer grado 
son cuatro veces más 
propensors de retirarse 
de la escuela secundaria 
sin graduarse.

La campaña Absences 
Add Up dirige a los 
padres y a los miembros 
de la comunidad a 
AbsencesAddUp.org, 
donde pueden encontrar 
información sobre la 
importancia de asistir 
a clase y los recursos 
para aprender cómo 
ayudar a los niños que 
tienen dificultades en 
la escuela, que están 
padecen bullying, que 
tienen enfermedades 
crónicas o que enfrentan 
problemas de salud 
mental. El sitio también 
brinda a los padres 
recursos para asistirlos en 
los desafíos relacionados 
con atención, vivienda y 
alimentos. Para maestros, 
líderes de la comunidad, 
administradores 
de programas 
extraescolares, 
y mentores, hay 
información sobre cómo 
alentar la asistencia 
a clase y los recursos 
para ayudar a abordar 
problemas como 
calificaciones bajas, 
bullying y problemas 
familiares que hacen que 
los niños falten a clase 
cuando no deberían 
hacerlo.

La encuesta del Ad 
Council fue realizada 
por Ipsos Public Affairs 
en junio de 2016. Ipsos 
encuestó a más de 1,000 
padres de niños de 
entre 6 y 13 años para 
recoger las principales 
actitudes con respecto a 
la asistencia de sus hijos 
a clase.

FUENTE 
The Ad Council

Rep. Yoder to host free 
medicare open enrollment 
assistance event for seniors KCHN 

proud to be serving 
Kansas City 
for             20YEARS
20YEARS

Overland Park, KS – Representative Kevin 
Yoder will host two Medicare Open Enrollment 
Assistance Events to provide help to seniors 
during the Medicare Open Enrollment Period. 
These events will be held next Monday, 
October 17 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
at Kansas City Kansas Community College 
Technical Center and Tuesday, October 25 
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM at Shawnee Town 
Hall.

Trained volunteers from the Senior Health 
Insurance Counseling for Kansas (SHICK) 
program will be on hand at the event to 
provide one-on-one assistance to seniors 
who have questions, or who wish to make 
changes to their plans.

The Medicare Open Enrollment Period 
extends from October 15 through December 
7.  Medicare beneficiaries who wish to make 
changes or enroll for the first time need to bring 
their Medicare card, any current prescriptions 
(including dosage and frequency), and a list 
of preferred pharmacies. The event is free 
and open to everyone.

For additional information, or if you are 
unable to attend, please contact Congressman 
Yoder’s District Office in Overland Park at 
(913) 621-0832.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 17:
WHAT:
Medicare Open Enrollment Assistance Event

WHEN:
Monday, October 17, 2016
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM

WHERE:
Kansas City Kansas Community College
Dr. Thomas R. Burke Technical Education Center
6565 State Ave.
Kansas City, KS 66102

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25:
WHAT:
Medicare Open Enrollment Assistance Event

WHEN:
Tuesday, October 25, 2016
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM

WHERE:
Shawnee Town Hall
11501 W 57th Street
Shawnee, KS 66203

Source  
Congressman Kevin Yoder Office
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Main event entertainment 
brings the fun to Olathe

Day of the Dead Street Festival 
Saturday, October 8    -    1pm-9pm 

Experience the largest and longest 
running Day of the Dead Festival 
in Kansas City! Come and enjoy 
live entertainment throughout the 
day including musical and dance 
performances. Enjoy delicious food 
from local food trucks, buy wonderful 
handmade gifts from local artisans, 
and shop in our Mariposa Gift Shop 
for unique Day of the Dead items. 
Bring the whole family and have fun playing in our Sugar Skull 
Children’s Area with carnival games, moonwalk, face painting 
and FREE Art Activities!

1:00 pm
Rose Marie’s Fiesta Mexican 

Dance
2:30 pm

Leo Nightus Hip Hop/Break 
Dancer
3:15 pm

Axe Capoeira

4:00 pm
Sugar Skull Kid’s Marching 

Parade
Stone Lion Puppets &  

Theater Tech Productions
4:30 pm

Fashion Show

5:00 pm
El Grupo Atotonilco

5:30 pm
Barrio Band

7:00 pm
Son Selecta

8:00 pm
Las Estrellas

P R O G R A M

M AT T I E   R H O D E S

OLATHE, Kan. – Dallas-
based Main Event 
Entertainment, the 
nation’s fastest-growing 
entertainment destination 
that combines dining, 
virtual and interactive 
game play and bowling, 
will open in the Olathe 
Gateway shopping 
center on Tuesday, Oct. 
11. Located at 11950 
S. Kansas City Road, 
the center will celebrate 
with a family VIP grand 
opening party on Oct. 
9 honoring Olathe first 
responders and their 
families.

Main Event will 
offer an exclusive VIP 
experience during the 
high-energy celebration, 
which will feature the 
Olathe North High 
School marching band 
welcoming guests as they 
arrive, prize giveaways 
throughout the evening, 
and complimentary 
food, beverages and 
unlimited fun.

The nearly 
50,000-square-foot 
entertainment complex, 
the company’s 29th 
nationwide, is an ideal 
place for groups to get 
together; let their fun out 
with activities like gravity 
ropes, laser tag, state-
of-the-art bowling and 
games; watch sports 
on the center’s 61 big-
screen TVs; and enjoy 
innovative American 

fare and handcrafted 
cocktails in a high-
energy bar and grill, or 
signature-style artisan 
pizza at LaBella’s fast 
casual cafe.

“Olathe is a rapidly 
growing, family-oriented 
community, which 
is one of the many 
reasons we chose this 
location. Honoring the 
first responders and the 
community they serve 
is our way of saying 
thank you for serving 
Olathe,” said Main 
Event Entertainment 
CEO Charlie Keegan. 
“Main Event is the only 
entertainment venue 
where guests of all ages 
can eat great food, play 
games and bowl all in 
one place, and we look 
forward to showcasing 
our one-of-a-kind 
experience in Olathe.”

In addition to its 
unique Eat.Bowl.Play 
experience, Main Event 
offers full-service catering 
with private rooms, free 
Wi-Fi and the latest 
audiovisual technology 
for company meetings, 
team-building exercises, 
holiday parties, social 
gatherings and large 
group events. The 
new center is currently 
booking holiday parties 
that offer companies and 
large groups fun, food, 
games, activity play 
and private party space 

all under one roof. 
Additionally, Main Event 
consistently is ranked the 
“best place for parties,” 
offering a variety of party 
packages to entertain 
guests of all ages.

“As a longtime resident 
of the Kansas City 
area, I am so grateful 
the Olathe community 
has embraced us, and 
we can’t wait to show 
everyone what Main 
Event is all about,” 
said Main Event Olathe 
General Manager 
Steven Swift. “We look 
forward to becoming the 
city’s favorite one-stop 
destination for food, 
play and fun.”

Main Event centers 
serve more than 
500,000 guests 
annually and bring 
nearly 150 full- and 
part-time positions to 
their local communities. 
The Olathe center is 
currently accepting 
applications at http://
www.mainevent.com/
careers/new-center-
opportunity/olathe.

For more information, 
visit http://www.
mainevent.com/
locations/olathe-ks or 
follow Main Event on 
Facebook, Instagram or 
Twitter, with the hashtag 
#EatBowlPlay.

Source 
SPM Communications, Inc.

SHARE YOUR #MYSCHOOLGOALS

EVERY 
       MISSOURI STUDENT 
            HAS GOALS.

Every ticket played helps 
bring them closer. 
Missouri Lottery proceeds comprise approximately 4 percent of the state's funding for public education.
©2016 Missouri Lottery Commission
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It was a rainy rough 
night in Pittsburgh  
– that’s all

Maybe I should not be 
writing about sports 
because when I sit at the 
computer to write about 

a game in which the Chiefs got 
destroyed, I am not embarrassed. 
That would be demanding too 
much of me.

I am embarrassed for my whole 
city because on a Sunday night 
when a lot of people, and by no 
means all, sat in front of their 
televisions to watch a competitive 
football game they instead tuned 
in to watch a keystone cops 
comedy? One of those comedies 
where you couldn’t laugh if you 
were a Chiefs fan.

Of course people that hold that 
sentiment immediately jump into 
hyperbolic mode accusing the 
team of giving up as if they were 
inside the head of the players and 
knew right away that they were 
already thinking about the week 
off where they would be headed 
to Vegas or Cabo or anywhere to 
enjoy their paychecks.

How are they so blessed to know 
this? How are they so prescient 
as to be able to diagnose that 
moment when the team gives up? 
Embarrassment? I don’t feel a bit 
of it if the result of it demands that 
I become something no better than 
a carnival 

fortuneteller.  I have no control 
over the way this team plays. The 
only thing I can control is that I 
have loved watching this team for 
so many years that I rarely turn 
it off even when they are being 
taken to the woodshed. 

We expect a lot from our sports 
teams and when they don’t deliver 
they immediately throw us into 
a funk from which we can’t get 
up. Really? That is all it takes to 
cause you embarrassment? How 
about caring about the things you 
should be caring about such as 
a deplorable education system 
that has been juggled between 
competing political ideologies 
leaving the students and teachers 
that fight the good fight and the 
families that continue to hope for 
something better stuck in neutral. 

How about the creeping 
disparities that are leading 
to a lot of social pressures 
such as gentrification that are 
displacing people from inner city 
neighborhoods now that they have 
become the prime real estate? 
How about the violence that 
slowly creeps up and approaches 
baseball’s mythical Mendoza line 
in terms of number of deaths?

I would love to see that kind of 
sports embarrassment translated 
to tangible things we should 
be embarrassed by. I would 
love to see the energy spent on 
these games have a balancing 
exposition in civic engagement.

I won’t hold my breath. That is 
the rule of the game. Don’t get 
me wrong. I am thrilled when the 
team wins and I walked with the 
team when the Royals had the big 
parade. I even held on till they 
were eliminated this year but at 
no point in time did they ruin my 
day.  

I could not be embarrassed for 
a bunch of guys that generally are 
good, young guys and try hard 
but sometimes fail. That is the 
nature of sports and if they turn 
this around, I will celebrate with 
the rest of the city. 

But please don’t expect me 
to get embarrassed when they 
lose nationally. I don’t have that 
much skin in the game, and I am 

really trying hard to remember 
when they gave me the 
ball to run up the middle 
and score a touchdown 
but I was too busy 
thinking about Cabo’s 
beaches.

SPORTS
DEPORTES

JOSE
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