
Mattie Rhodes 
Center hosted their 
annual free Back 
to School event at 

their Northeast location,  in 
KCMO Thursday, August 04, 
2016. Families were invited 
to attend the event to receive 
free bags of school supplies 
and information on important 
community resources such as 
Girl Scouts, Turn the Page KC 
and YMCA, and also received 
free immunizations from the 
Kansas City, MO Health 
Department and free health 
screenings from Children’s 
Mercy Hospital.

Being located in the Historic 
Northeast neighborhood for 

over ten years, Mattie Rhodes 
Center staff is acutely aware 
of the resource disparities that 
exist in certain areas and the 
importance of hosting this 
type of event. One in three 
residents in the Northeast 
neighborhoods Mattie Rhodes 
serves live below the poverty 
level and for many children, 
this means many of them will 
go without the critical back 
to school necessities they 
need. At last year’s event, a 
mother of five was so relieved 
she was able to receive free 
uniforms and supplies for 
her children, she cried while 
collecting the bags, noting “I 

Para algunos votantes de Kansas, la pasada 
elección del martes fue un mensaje de 
que han tenido suficiente del reinado del 
gobernador en el cargo, Sam Brownback. 

Aunque el gobernador todavía tiene un año 
más para servir, los votantes tomaron una 
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Mattie Rhodes 
provided free school 
supplies to students 

Mattie Rhodes Center and their supporters provided 
school supplies to students in the Northeast 
neighborhood community of KCMO last week. The goal 
of this event is to help prepare the Northeast area’s 
children for the 2016-17 school year.

Latino Baseball ar tifacts will be 
collected for Smithsonian exhibit
Artículos del béisbol latino serán seleccionados 
por el Smithsonian para exhibición 

Paulie Hernandez Jr. (low right) said he’s looking forward to attend the upcoming Latinos & Baseball events. As he looks at the poster, 
he can still remember the good old days of baseball. Especially, the importance it had on the former players and their families.
Paulie Hernández Jr. (foto inferior derecha) dijo que está ansioso de asistir a los próximos eventos de Latinos & Béisbol. Mientras el mira el 
cartel, todavía puede recordar los buenos tiempos de béisbol. Esecialmente, la importancia que tuvo en los ex jugadores y sus familias.

“PEOPLE ARE TIRED ...  / PAGE 2 “LA GENTE ESTA ...  / PÁGINA 2

Moderates gaining seats 
in Kansas Legislature
Moderados ganan puestos en 
la Legislatura de Kansas

Last Tuesday, Kansas voters sent Governor Sam Brownback (right) a message and voted out some 
conservatives that have supported Brownback’s administration. Kansas state representative Louis Ruiz 
(left) watched the primary elections and was pleased with the upcoming changes of leadership for Kansas.
El martes pasado, los votantes enviaron un mensaje al gobernador Sam Brownback de Kansas (derecha) 
y rechazaron a algunos conservadores que han apoyado a la administración de Brownback. Louis Ruiz 
(izquierda) representante del estado de Kansas observó las elecciones primarias y se mostró satisfecho 
con los próximos cambios de dirección para Kansas.

“IT IS TIME ...  / PAGE 3

“ES EL MOMENTO ...  / PÁGINA 3

SCHOOL SUPPLIES ...  / PAGE 6

Baseball has been a 
big part of American 
life since the 1800’s.  
The word itself brings 

images of players on the field 
warming up their pitching arm, 
or hearing the crack of the bat 
as it connects with the ball, or 
watching the umpire decide 
whether the player who slid 
into the base is safe or out and 
the ensuing roar of the crowd if 
they agree or disagree.

“Kansas City has long been 
a baseball town and Latinos 
have had a tremendous role in 
the game.  It is time to share 
their contributions with the 

El béisbol ha sido 
gran parte de la vida 
estadounidense desde 
la década de 1800. La 

palabra en sí, trae imágenes 
de jugadores en el campo, 
calentando su brazo para 
lanzar, o del sonido del golpe 
del bate conectándose con 
la pelota, o viendo al árbitro 
decidir si el jugador que se 
deslizó a la base está a salvo 
o fuera de la base y por 
consiguiente se escucha el 
rugido de la multitud si está de 
acuerdo o en desacuerdo.

by Joe Arce and  
Debra Decoster

traduce Gemma Tornero

For some Kansas voters, last Tuesday 
election was a message of they have had 
enough of Governor Sam Brownback’s 
reign in office.  Although the governor still 

has another year to serve, voters took a stand 
during the recent primary elections to stop him 

By Joe Arce and Debra DeCoster Traduce Gemma Tornero

Honoring law enforcement 
in the metro.  See page 7.
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“People are tired 
of being the 
laughing stock …”

“La gente está cansada 
de ser el hazmerreír...”
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in his tracks on several 
bills.   Constituents are 
fed up with a broken 
education system, a 
bankrupt state and 
budget cuts to state 
programs like Medicaid, 
mental health, road 
construction and health 
care.

“People are tired 
of Kansas being the 
laughing stock in 
the country,” said 
Representative Louis 
Ruiz, 31st District 
and assistant minority 
leader of the Kansas 
House.

After the ballots 
were counted, it was 
revealed that many 
moderate Republicans 
knocked Republican 
incumbents out of their 
seats.

The change will 
be felt in the 40-seat 
Senate, where there 
are currently four 
Republicans for every 
Democrat.  At minimum 
a quarter of the seats 
could be filled with a 
moderate Republican 
or Democrat next year.

Dinah Sykes and John 
Skubal, both running 
moderate platforms, 
defeated incumbent 
conservatives Greg 
Smith and Jeff Melcher 
in the race for two 
Senate seats in Johnson 
County.

Incumbent Senate 
Majority Leader Terry 
Bruce of Hutchinson, 
Kansas was defeated 
in the GOP primary 
by moderate Edward 
Berger by about 
1,500 votes.  Many 
Democrats in his 
district re-registered 
as Republicans to help 
defeat Bruce.

Representative Ruiz 
watched the primary 
elections and was 
pleased with the 
upcoming change 
of leaderships in the 
seats.

“When you see a 
big leader—the senate 
majority leader—
ousted, it shows that 
we will be pulling in 
like-minded voters on 
both sides,” said Ruiz.

At least 11 separate 
conservative members 
of the legislature lost 
their primaries to more 
moderate Republicans 
in the state.

“The moderate take 
over in conservative 
Johnson County will be 
a tell tale of what will 

happen in the General 
Election.  I think we will 
see a different attitude 
and morale in the state 
house,” he said.

Brownback has relied 
on conservative support 
in the Legislature for 
six years.  The primary 
election results may 
alter the way that he 
governs in his final 
term.

The election 
projections still have 
Republicans in control 
of both the House 
and Senate, but if 
the moderates who 
were nominated in 
the primary win in 
the general election 
in November, the 
moderates could 
form a coalition 
with the Democrats 
in January and they 
could have enough 
votes to overturn 
several of Brownback’s 
initiatives.

“We will face 
some obstacles with 
moderate Republicans 
but if we see how our 
values align, how are 
goals align, and how 
to make policy in the 
future, I think that we 
can stop Governor 
Brownback and 
Secretary of State Kris 
Kobach from bullying 
their programs through.  
I think we will see a 
shift and they won’t be 
able to do that,” said 
Ruiz. 

Funding for Kansas 
schools has been 
at the forefront of 
the battle this year. 
Kansas lawmakers had 
until July 1 to restore 
balance to public 
school budgets around 
the state.

The Supreme Court 
affirmed a previous 
ruling that inequities in 
funding levels between 
wealthy districts and 
poorer ones are 
unconstitutional.  It did 
not resolve the larger 
question of whether 
Kansas is providing 
sufficient education 
funding overall.  The 
court instructed the 
legislature to either 
fully restore funding 
withheld from poor 
districts since 2009 or 
devise an alternative 
‘cure’ to the funding 
disparity.

“It is sad that you get 
these elected officials 
that are suppose to 
be for education, but 
when they vote to cut 

education, people 
need to realize that 
they are talking out 
of both sides of their 
mouths,” said Ruiz.

His advice to 
constituents is to 
look at the issues 
that are important to 
their community—
education, health care, 
senior care, Medicaid 
expansion, good 
highways in Kansas, 
law enforcement, 
and then look at the 
candidates and their 
platforms and decide 
which candidate 
reflects their values 
and will be working for 
them and their families.

Getting people to 
the polls has been 
a problem and Ruiz 
wishes he had the 
answer.  

“We are looking 
at how we can excite 
the Wyandotte County 
voters to come out and 
vote.  They need to look 
at what is at risk on the 
local levels if they don’t 
vote,” he said.

Ruiz has been a 
champion for mental 
health funding and 
he was recently 
recognized by Mental 
Health America for 
fighting for changes 
that not only improve 
people’s lives but also 
improves the bottom 
line for their states.

“Mental Health 
America is honored 
to recognize state 
legislators who are 
front-line mental 
health champions.  
He understands that 
providing mental 
health services and 
supports in his state 
demonstrates the values 
of their communities, 
provides fiscal value to 
their state budgets and 
shows them to be good 
stewards of public trust 
and taxpayers dollars,” 
said Debbie Plotnick, 
Mental Health America 
vice president.

“Receiving this 
recognition does my 
heart good.  One in 
five people have had 
mental health issues 
in their family.  It is 
something that people 
need to champion 
and we need to make 
funding available to 
support mental health 
programs,” he said.

Louis Ruiz, Rep. del estado de Kansas dijo: “El moderado toma el cargo, en el 
conservador Condado de Johnson, y será la historia de lo que sucederá en las 
elecciones generales. Creo que vamos a ver una actitud y moral diferente en la casa 
de representantes del estado”.
Kansas state Rep. Louis Ruiz said, “The moderate take over in conservative 
Johnson County will be a tell tale of what will happen in the General Election.  I 
think we will see a different attitude and morale in the state house.”

postura durante las 
recientes elecciones 
primarias, para detenerlo 
en sus planes en varios 
proyectos de ley. Los 
constituyentes están 
hartos de un sistema 
de educación roto, un 
estado en bancarrota y 
el recorte de presupuesto 
para estatales como 
Medicaid, salud mental, 
la construcción de 
carreteras y la atención 
sanitaria.

“La gente está cansada 
de que Kansas sea el 
hazmerreír en el país”, 
dijo el representante 
Louis Ruiz, del Distrito 
31 y el líder de la 
minoría adjunta de la 
Casa de Representantes 
de Kansas.

Después de que 
se contaron los 
votos, se reveló que 
muchos republicanos 
moderados derribado a 
titulares republicanos de 
sus puestos.

El cambio se hará 
sentir en los 40 escaños 
del Senado, donde 
hay actualmente cuatro 
republicanos por cada 
demócrata. Como 
mínimo, una cuarta 
parte de los puestos 
podría estar ocupado 
con un republicano 
moderado o demócrata 
el próximo año.

Dina Sykes y 
John Skubal, ambos 
compitiendo en 
plataformas moderadas, 
vencieron a los 
conservadores titulares 
Greg Smith y Jeff 
Melcher en la carrera 
por dos puestos en el 
Senado, en el Condado 
de Johnson.

El actual titular Líder 
de la Mayoría del 
Senado, Terry Bruce, 
de Hutchinson, Kansas 
fue derrotado en las 
elecciones primarias 
republicanas por el 
moderado Edward 
Berger por cerca de 
1500 votos. Muchos 
demócratas en su distrito 
se volvieron a registrar 
como republicanos para 
ayudar a derrotar a 
Bruce.

El Representante Ruiz 
observó las elecciones 
primarias y se mostró 
satisfecho con el próximo 
cambio de liderazgo en 
los puestos.

“Cuando uno ve a un 
gran líder – el líder de la 
mayoría del senado- ser 
derrocado, se nota que 
vamos a jalar votantes 
afines a ambos lados”, 
dijo Ruiz.

Al menos 11 integrantes 
conservadores 
separados de la 
legislatura perdieron 
sus elecciones primarias 
ante republicanos más 

moderados en el estado.
“El moderado toma el 

cargo, en el conservador 
Condado de Johnson, 
y será la historia de lo 
que sucederá en las 
elecciones generales. 
Creo que vamos a ver 
una actitud y moral 
diferente en la casa 
de representantes del 
estado”, dijo.

Brownback ha 
confiado en el apoyo 
conservador de la 
Legislatura durante seis 
años. Los resultados de 
las elecciones primarias 
pueden alterar la forma 
en que gobierna al final 
de su mandato.

Las proyecciones de 
las elecciones todavía 
tienen a los republicanos 
en control de la Cámara 
y el Senado, pero si 
los moderados que 
fueron nominados en 
las elecciones primarias 
ganan en la elección 
general en noviembre, 
los moderados podrían 
formar una coalición 
con los Demócratas 
en enero y podrían 
tener suficientes votos 
para anular algunas 
de las iniciativas de 
Brownback.

“Vamos a enfrentar 
algunos obstáculos 
con los republicanos 
moderados, pero si 
vemos cómo se alinean 
nuestros valores, cómo 
se alinean los objetivos, 
y cómo hacer política 
en el futuro, creo que 
podemos detener al 
gobernador Brownback 
y al Secretario de 
Estado, Kris Kobach, al 
tratar de que pasen sus 
programas. Creo que 
vamos a ver un cambio 
y no van a ser capaces 
de lograr que pasen”, 
dijo Ruiz.

Los fondos para las 
escuelas de Kansas han 
estado a la vanguardia 
de la batalla de este 
año. Los legisladores 
de Kansas tenían hasta 
el 1 de julio para 
restaurar el equilibrio 
de los presupuestos de 
las escuelas públicas de 
todo el estado.

El Tribunal Supremo 
confirmó una sentencia 
anterior, en que las 
desigualdades en 
los niveles de fondos 
entre los distritos ricos 
y los más pobres son 
inconstitucionales. No 
resuelve la cuestión más 
amplia, de si Kansas 
está proporcionando 
financiación suficiente 
general en educación. El 
tribunal dio instrucciones 
a la legislatura, ya sea de 
restablecer plenamente 
los fondos retenidos de 
los barrios pobres desde 
2009, o diseñar una 
“cura” alternativa a la 
disparidad de fondos.

“Es triste tener a estos 
funcionarios electos, que 
se supone deben estar a 
favor de la educación, 
pero cuando votan para 
cortar los fondos de 
la educación, la gente 
tiene que darse cuenta 
que ambos lados de su 
boca están hablando”, 
dijo Ruiz.

Su consejo a los 
constituyentes es 
ver que temas son 
importantes para su 
comunidad, educación, 
salud, cuidado de 
ancianos, la expansión 
de Medicaid, buenas 
carreteras en Kansas, 
la policía, y luego, vea 
a los candidatos y sus 
plataformas, y decida 
cuál de los candidatos 
refleja sus valores y va a 
trabajar para ellos y sus 
familias.

El conseguir que la 
gente vaya a las urnas 
ha sido un problema y 
Ruiz desearía tener la 
respuesta.

“Estamos viendo cómo 
podemos motivar a los 
votantes del Condado 
de Wyandotte para que 
salgan y voten. Tienen 
que ver lo que está en 
riesgo en los niveles 
locales si es que no 
votan”, dijo.

Ruiz, ha sido 
un defensor de la 
financiación de 
la salud mental y 
fue recientemente 
reconocido por Mental 
Health America, por 
luchar por los cambios 
que no sólo mejoran la 
vida de las personas, 
sino que también 
mejoran la línea de 
fondos para sus estados.

 “Mental Health 
America tiene el honor 
de reconocer a los 
legisladores estatales 
que están al frente como 
promotores de la salud 
mental. Él entiende que 
la provisión de servicios 
de salud mental y 
apoyos en su estado 
demuestra los valores 
de sus comunidades, 
proporciona valor fiscal 
a sus presupuestos 
estatales y muestra 
que son buenos 
administradores de 
la confianza pública 
y de los dólares de 
los contribuyentes”, 
dijo Debbie Plotnick, 
vicepresidente de 
Mental Health America .

“El recibir este 
reconocimiento le hace 
bien a mi corazón. Una 
de cada cinco personas 
ha tenido problemas 
de salud mental en su 
familia. Es algo que la 
gente necesita defender 
y tenemos que hacer 
que los fondos estén 
disponibles para apoyar 
a los programas de 
salud mental”, dijo.
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nation,” said Dr. Gene 
Chavez, curator for the 
Kansas City Museum.

The Museum is one of 
ten partner organizations 
in the United States to 
participate in “Latinos and 
Baseball:  In the Barrios 
and the Big Leagues,” a 
new multi-year collecting 
initiative launched by the 
Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of American 
History.

The Smithsonian’s 
collecting initiative seeks 
to document stories from 
the United States and 
Puerto Rico and to collect 
a number of objects from 
baseball equipment to 
stadium signs, game 
memorabilia, food vendor 
signs, home movies and 
period photographs.

The goal of the 
initiative is to work 
towards the development 
of a traveling exhibition 
centered on Latinos and 
baseball by 2020.

“Through the lens of 
baseball, the Smithsonian 
seeks to illuminate the 
rich history and culture of 
Latinos and their impact 
on American culture 
and society,” said John 
Gray, director of the 
Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of American 
History.

The Kansas City 
Museum is planning a 
collecting initiative event 
on Friday, August 12 
and Saturday August 
13.  They are hoping to 
collect local and regional 
historical materials that 
represent Kansas City 
and the Midwest that 
will be included in the 
traveling exhibit by the 
Smithsonian.

Paulie Hernandez of 

Kansas City’s Westside 
played in the late sixties 
until about 1988 and 
was well known for his 
pitching arm.

“I enjoyed it because 
of the competition and 
that the game was family 
oriented,” he said.

He is looking forward 
to the weekend activities 
scheduled at the museum.  
According to Hernandez, 
many players haven’t 
seen each other in 20 
years.

“It will be great for the 
old timers to get together 
and take some pictures 
and share our stories,” 
Hernandez said.

His dad, Paul 
Hernandez Sr. played for 
the Aztecas. Paulie was 
one of their batboys when 
he was ten.  He learned 
the game from watching 
his father play.  Years 
later, he joined a team 
and played two positions, 
short stop and pitcher.

If he could change one 
item with the Smithsonian 
exhibit, it would be the 
name.  “We were taught 
that we were Mexicans.  
Growing up, we learned 
that our heritage was 
Mexican and we were 
Mexican ball teams, 
which we took pride in. 
The word Latino and 
Hispanic was not used 
when we were growing 
up,” he said.

It was 1924 when 
Kansas City saw the 
emergence of the Aztecas, 
a baseball team composed 
of Mexican players 
who played against 
other Mexican teams. 
The players traveled 
throughout Missouri, 
Kansas, Nebraska, 
Oklahoma, Illinois and 
Texas to play ball.

“In those days they 
played against other 
Hispanic teams because 
they weren’t allowed 
to play with white 
(opponents),” said John 
Campos, former player 
for the Aztecas and 
founder of the Kansas 
City Mexican American 
Fast Pitch Softball and 
Baseball Hall of Fame as 
quoted in a Kansas City 
Star article. 

The Aztecas won the 
first Mexican-American 
championship baseball 
tournament in Lyons, 
Kansas.

“Baseball was a way 
of life to the members of 
Kansas City’s Mexican 
communities,” Campos 
said.  “The old timers still 
talk with emotions about 
the games and (how) the 
community took pride in 
the players.”

From 1956-58 the 
Kansas City Aztecas 
won the citywide softball 
championship.  Among 
the players for the 
Aztecas was the late Paul 
“Waxie” Hernandez, 
Sr. who earned his 
nickname because he 
played shortstop as if he 
were gliding across a 
hardwood floor.

Hernandez attracted 
the attention of pro-
scouts from the New York 
Yankees and was later 
drafted.  

“He was a champion in 
every sense of the word, 
“ said Cris Medina, 
manager and former 
player of the Kansas City 
Angels.  “Mr. Hernandez 
served as a civic leader 
and advocate for the 
West Side.  He lobbied 
for a baseball field in our 
community that is still here 
today — Gage Park.”

Hernandez also was 
the coach of the Kansas 
City Amigos, which won 
four straight Kansas 
City Softball Association 
regional titles from 1984-
87.  In 1987, the Amigos 
were the first Hispanic 
team in the U.S. National 
Tournament in Fargo, 
North Dakota.

After Hernandez’s 
death, city and community 
leaders recognized 
him for his love of the 
game and for his work 
to give children the 
opportunity to play the 
game of baseball. The 
Waxie Hernandez Field 
is in Penn Valley Park in 
Kansas City.

 The two-day 
event will recognize 
former players who came 
from both sides of the 
state line of Kansas City, 
Kansas.

According to Chavez, 
the exhibit has received 
some articles from Mike 
Torres, former major 
league baseball player.  

“He played for seven 
different major league 
teams and pitched in 
the 1977 World Series 

and helped the Yankees 
secure the World Series 
that year.  We also have 
some artifacts from Diego 
Segui, former MLB player 
for the New York Yankees 
and other teams,” said 
Chavez.

The event will host guest 
speakers Eduardo Diaz, 
director of Smithsonian 
Latino Center; Steven 
Velasquez, associate 
curator of the Smithsonian 
National Museum of 
American History; 
Jorge Iber, author of 
Mike Torrez, A Baseball 
Biography; Ben Chappell, 
professor and director of 
American Studies at the 
Kansas University; Diego 
Segui, former MLB player 
for New York Yankees; 
Paul Briones, nephew of 
Tony Aguirre will discuss 
the role of women’s 
softball in the Latino 
community and Richard 
Santillan, author, will 
discuss his book Mexican-
Americans in Baseball.

On Saturday morning, 
the 2nd annual Los 
Sabios Memorial Fast 
Pitch Softball Games and 
an All Star Exhibition 

Game with local players 
will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Waxie 
Hernandez Field in Penn 
Valley Park.

“I hope that people 
will come and bring their 
families.  They should 
learn about the legacy 
that has been left and how 
they built the foundation 
so that we could carry 
it on.  To this day my 
boys and my daughter 
are involved in softball.  
Even my nephews and 
my brother have been 
involved in the game.  
Families and individuals 
can learn about where 
these teams originated 
and many of them came 
from the Westside,” said 
Hernandez.

For event details, go 
to http://kcmo.gov/
kansascitymuseum/
latinos-and-baseball-in-
the-barrios-and-the-big-
leagues

The Kansas City 
Museum is located 
at 3218 Gladstone 
Boulevard, Kansas City, 
Missouri.
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“Kansas City ha sido, durante 
mucho tiempo, una ciudad de 
béisbol y los latinos han tenido 
un papel muy importante en 
el juego. Es el momento de 
compartir sus contribuciones 
a la nación”, dijo el Dr. Gene 
Chávez, curador para el 
Museo Kansas City.

El Museo es una de las diez 
organizaciones asociadas 
en los Estados Unidos para 
participar en “Los latinos y el 
béisbol: en los barrios y las 
Grandes Ligas”, una nueva 
iniciativa colectiva de varios 
años puesta en marcha por el 
Museo Nacional de Historia 
Americana del Smithsonian.

La iniciativa colectiva del 
Smithsonian busca documentar 
historias de los Estados Unidos 
y Puerto Rico y recoger una 
serie de objetos que van desde 
equipo de béisbol hasta las 
señales del estadio, recuerdos 
de juego, los letreros de los 
proveedores de alimentos, 
películas caseras y fotografías 
de la época.

El objetivo de la iniciativa, 
es trabajar hacia el desarrollo 
de una exposición itinerante 
centrada en los latinos y el 
béisbol, a llevarse a cabo en 
2020.

“A través de la lente del 
béisbol, el Smithsonian 
pretende iluminar la rica 
historia y la cultura de los 
latinos y su impacto en la cultura 
y sociedad norteamericana”, 
dijo John Gray, director del 
Museo Nacional de Historia 
Americana del Smithsonian.

El Museo Kansas City, está 
planeando un evento de 
iniciativa de recolección, el 
viernes 12 y sábado 13 de 
agosto. Ellos esperan recoger 
materiales históricos locales 
y regionales que representen 
a Kansas City y al Medio 
Oeste y que se incluirán en 
el exposición itinerante por el 
Smithsonian.

Paulie Hernández, del 
Westside de Kansas City, jugó 
en los años sesenta hasta 
alrededor de 1988, y era 
bien conocido por su brazo 
lanzador.

“Me gustó mucho debido 
a la competencia y a que 
el juego era orientado a la 
familia”, dijo.

Él espera con emoción las 

actividades de fin de semana 
programadas en el museo. 
De acuerdo con Hernández, 
muchos jugadores no se han 
visto en 20 años.

“Va a ser muy bueno, para 
los de los viejos tiempos, el 
reunirse y tomar algunas fotos 
y compartir nuestras historias”, 
dijo Hernández.

Su padre, Pablo Hernández 
Sr., jugó para los Aztecas. 
Paulie era uno de sus recoge 
bates cuando tenía diez 
años. Él aprendió el juego al 
ver jugar a su padre. Años 
después, se unió a un equipo 
y jugó dos posiciones, parador 
en corto y lanzador.

Si pudiera cambiar una 
cosa de la exposición del 
Smithsonian, sería el nombre. 
“Nos enseñaron que éramos 
mexicanos. Al crecer, 
aprendimos que nuestra 
raíz era mexicana y éramos 
equipos mexicanos de pelota, 
de lo que sentíamos orgullo. 
La palabra latina e hispana no 
se utilizaba cuando estábamos 
creciendo”, dijo.

Fue en 1924, cuando Kansas 
City vio la aparición de los 
Aztecas, un equipo de béisbol 
compuesto por jugadores 
mexicanos que jugaron contra 
otros equipos mexicanos. Los 
jugadores viajaron a través de 
Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, 
Oklahoma, Illinois y Texas 
para jugar a la pelota.

“En esos días, jugaron 
contra otros equipos hispanos 
porque no se les permitía jugar 
con blancos (oponentes)”, dijo 
John Campos, ex jugador de 
los Aztecas y fundador de la 
liga de Softbol de Lanzamiento 
Rápido México Americano de 
Kansas City y el Salón de la 
Fama, de acuerdo a una cita 
en un artículo del Kansas City 
Star.

Los Aztecas ganaron el 
primer torneo de béisbol 
del campeonato México-
Americano en Lyons, Kansas.

“El béisbol era una forma de 
vida para los integrantes de 
las comunidades mexicanas 
de Kansas City”, dijo Campos. 
“Los jugadores de entonces 
todavía hablan con emoción 
sobre los juegos y (de cómo) la 
comunidad se enorgullecía de 
los jugadores”.

De 1956 a 1958, los Aztecas 
de Kansas City ganaron el 

campeonato de softbol en toda 
la ciudad. Entre los jugadores 
de los Aztecas se encontraba 
el fallecido Paul “Waxie” 
Hernández, Sr., quien se ganó 
su apodo porque jugaba de 
parador en corto como si 
estuviera deslizándose a través 
de un piso de madera.

Hernández atrajo la atención 
de los dirigentes de los Yankees 
de Nueva York y más tarde fue 
reclutado.

“Él era un campeón en todo 
el sentido de la palabra”, 
dijo Cris Medina, manager 
y ex jugador de los Ángeles 
de Kansas City. “El señor 
Hernández sirvió como líder 
cívico y defensor del Westside. 
Él presionó para tener un 
campo de béisbol en nuestra 
comunidad, que hoy todavía 
está aquí - Gage Park”.

Hernández también fue el 
entrenador del Kansas City 
Amigos, que ganó cuatro 
títulos regionales seguidos de 
la Asociación de Softbol de 
Kansas City, desde 1984 al 87. 
En 1987, los Amigos fueron 
el primer equipo hispano en 
el Torneo Nacional de EU, en 
Fargo, Dakota del Norte.

Después de la muerte de 
Hernández, la ciudad y 
líderes de la comunidad lo 
reconocieron por su amor por 
el juego y por su trabajo para 
dar a los niños la oportunidad 
de jugar al béisbol. El Campo 
Waxie Hernández está en Penn 
Valley Park, en Kansas City.

El evento, de dos días, 
reconocerá a ex jugadores 
provenientes de ambos lados 
de la línea del estado de 
Kansas City, Kansas.

Según Chávez, la exposición 
ha recibido algunos artículos 
de Mike Torres, ex jugador de 
las Grandes Ligas.

“Él jugó para siete diferentes 
equipos de las grandes ligas y 
lanzó en la Serie Mundial de 
1977 y ayudó a los Yankees 
a asegurar la Serie Mundial 
de ese año. También tenemos 
algunos artículos de Diego 
Segui, ex jugador de la MLB 
para los Yankees de Nueva 
York y otros equipos”, dijo 
Chávez.

El evento será anfitrión de 
oradores invitados: Eduardo 
Díaz, director del Centro 
Latino Smithsonian; Steven 
Velásquez, curador asociado 

del Museo Nacional de Historia 
Americana Smithsonian; Jorge 
Iber, autor de Mike Torrez, 
Una Biografía de Béisbol; Ben 
Chappell, profesor y director 
de Estudios Americanos de la 
Universidad de Kansas; Diego 
Segui, ex jugador de la MLB 
para los Yankees de Nueva 
York; Pablo Briones, sobrino 
de Tony Aguirre discutirá el 
papel de softbol femenino en 
la comunidad latina y Richard 
Santillan, autor, hablará de su 
libro Mexicoamericanos en el 
Béisbol.

La mañana del sábado, la 
2da Edición de los Juegos 
de Softbol de Lanzamiento 
Rápido Memorial Los Sabios 
y un Juego de las Estrellas 
de Exhibición con jugadores 
locales se llevarán a cabo de 
10 am a 2 pm, en el Campo 
Waxie Hernández, en Penn 
Valley Park.

“Espero que la gente venga 
y traiga a sus familias. Ellos 
deben saber sobre el legado 
que se ha dejado y cómo se 
construyeron los cimientos 
para que pudiéramos llevarlo 
adelante. Hasta el día de 
hoy, mis hijos y mi hija 
están involucrados en el 
softbol. Incluso mis sobrinos 
y mi hermano han estado 
involucrados en el juego. Las 
familias y los individuos pueden 
aprender acerca de donde 
se originaron estos equipos y 
muchos de ellos procedían del 
Westside”, dijo Hernández.

Para los detalles del evento, 
visite a http://kcmo.gov/
kansascitymuseum/latinos-and-
baseball-in-the-barrios-and-the-
big-leagues

El Museo Kansas City se 
ubica en el número 3218 
de Gladstone Boulevard, en 
Kansas City, Missouri.

CONT./PÁGINA 1

“It is time to share their contributions with 
the nation”

“Es el momento de compartir sus contribuciones con la nación”

“Kansas City has long been a baseball town and Latinos have 
had a tremendous role in the game.  It is time to share their 
contributions with the nation,” said Dr. Gene Chavez.
“Kansas City ha sido, durante mucho tiempo, una ciudad de béisbol 
y los latinos han tenido un papel muy importante en el juego. Es 
el momento de compartir sus contribuciones a la nación”, dijo el 
Dr. Gene Chávez

The Paul Waxie Hernandez Field is in Penn Valley Park in Kansas City. “He was 
a champion in every sense of the word,” said Cris Medina, manager and former 
player of the Kansas City Angels.
El campo Paul Waxie Hernández está en Penn Valley Park en Kansas City. “Él era 
un campeón en todos los sentidos de la palabra”, dijo Cris Medina, gerente y ex 
jugador de los Ángeles de Kansas City.
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STAR Bond 
revenues lower 
property taxes and 
fund new services

“Economic Development 101”

CLASSIFIEDS & PUBLIC NOTICES  |  Clasificados & Anuncios Publicos

The Unified 
Government 
Commission has 
adopted a 2017 

Budget which uses new 
STAR Bond revenues from 
the Village West tourism 
and shopping area to 
reduce property taxes and 
pay for a number of new 
programs and services. 

The bonds used to 
finance development 
and construction of the 
popular Village West 
district are paying off five 
years early. The Unified 
Government expects to 
see more than $12-million 
in new sales tax revenue 
annually as the result. 
Those funds will allow 
the Unified Government 
to provide new services 
and enhance existing 
programs as identified by 
citizen engagement efforts 
such as the Community 
Survey and the Mayor’s 
Listening Tours. Services 
which otherwise would 
not have been possible. 
The State of Kansas is 
expected to receive at 
least $40-million a year in 
new sales tax from Village 
West.

“The people spoke and 
their elected officials have 
listened. “The Unified 
Government Commission 
adopted a 2017 budget 
that cuts the city’s property 
tax rate while investing in 
core services. By doing 
so, it responded to the 
priorities our residents 
have expressed in a 
recent Community Survey 
and the Listening Tour my 
office conducted,” stated 
Mayor Mark Holland. 

The adopted budget 
uses the new STAR Bond 
revenues in a responsible 
way through a mix of 
one-time and on-going 
investments. The sales 
tax dollars generated 
by tourists and shoppers 
in Village West play an 
important role in helping 
the Unified Government 
pay for public safety and 
programs citizens want.

“The services we are 
investing in reflect what 
many residents say are 
this community’s most 
pressing needs. They want 
to see a greater effort to 
demolish our blighted 
structures.  They want 
more street repairs, curbs 
and sidewalks. They want 
a greater investment in 
parks and recreation. 
And they want us to keep 
our community safe with 
a strong investment in 
law enforcement and fire 
services,” Holland said.

If STAR Revenues come 
in as expected, the two 
mill property tax reduction 
in 2017 can be followed 
by an additional property 
tax reduction in 2018.

“Wyandotte County 
is well known in the 
region for innovative and 
progressive approaches 
to growing the community, 
creating jobs and 
bolstering the economy 
through new development. 
There is no better example 
than the innovative use 
of STAR Bonds to create 

the successful Village 
West area. With the STAR 
Bonds paying off much 
earlier than anticipated, it 
is time for citizens to reap 
the reward,” said County 
Administrator Doug Bach.

The total Unified 
Government budget is 
$345,751,474. The 
largest share of the 
General Fund budget is 
spent on Public Safety— 
Fire, Police and Sheriff. 
The second largest 
category is Public Works--- 
streets, sewers and 
infrastructure.

The 2017 Proposed 
Budget reduces the 
Unified Government 
property tax rate by 
more than $2-million, 
from 82.6 mills to 80.6. 
The Unified Government 
receives about 48% of 
the total property tax 
bill paid by a resident 
in KCK. Public schools, 
the Kansas City Kansas 
Community College, 
KCK Public Library and 
State of Kansas make up 
the remaining 52%. The 
current property rate is still 
much lower than before 
the Unified Government 
was created. In 1997 it 
was 97 mills. Under the 
proposed 2017 Budget it 
will be 80.6 mills. That’s 
nearly 17% less than two 
decades ago.

The 2017 Budget uses 
the STAR Revenues in the 
following ways:

The 2017 Unified 
Government Budget takes 
advantage of the positive 
growth and progress 
occurring in Wyandotte 
County and Kansas 
City, Kansas. It uses new 
revenue to invest in the 
continued success of our 
community by addressing 
goals set forth by the 
Unified Government 
Commission and residents.

The 2017 Budget 
funds initiatives which 
will benefit our citizens--- 
better streets; less blight 
and trash; improved and 
more cost effective Public 
Safety; and robust efforts 
to bring new development 
which will create job 
opportunities for our 
residents, said Bach.
CONTACT:
Mike Taylor,
Public Relations Director
Office: 913.573.5565
Cell: 913.449.4848

Now that the new KCMO City Council has 
one year under its belt, there has been a 
chance to evaluate areas for review and 
improvement in the economic development 

area.  In response to questions about specific policies or 
procedures from earlier Planning and Zoning meetings, 
Councilman Taylor, working alongside the PZED 
Committee, has decided to hold weekly presentations 
on specific economic development subjects. This will 
be known as “Economic Development 101” and will 
be available for the public to watch on television or 
in person.  Each presentation will focus on a specific 
economic development issue, such as the definition of 
blight, the scorecard used to rate positive impact of 
each project, the TIF Analysis or SuperTIF policy, and 
will last approximately 15-30 minutes each. The goal 
of these presentations is to provide the public with 
easy access to information about these key economic 
development topics.  During the last several months it 
has become evident that many have their own personal 
understanding of each of these topics that we will 
hear.  However, there is not a single source to locate 
this type information so, to help our citizens, we have 
pulled this informational series together.  This Economic 
Development 101 series will provide accurate and 
factual information to those that are interested in the 
topics. This may not be the most exciting series of classes 
offered but important to the economic future of Kansas 
City. We all want Kansas City to succeed but sometimes 
there are differences in how we get there.  The following 
are initial topics that will be presented to the Committee.

•	 Findings of Blight
•	 AdvanceKC Scorecard and Policy Updates
•	 Preliminary TIF Analysis Findings
•	 But-For Analysis Process
•	 SuperTIF Policy
•	 Site Specific CIDs

Councilman Taylor stated that “While economic 
development projects can sometimes raise emotions to 
a high level, we want to make sure the facts and data 
are used to guide any policy decisions so we continue 
to grow Kansas City, create jobs and investments for 
our citizens, and continually improve the quality of life 
in Kansas City. In this competitive worldwide economy 
standing still or inadvertently hurting the local economy 
with new policies that not fully vetted is not an option.”   
It is important to note that we have tools to bring 
economic activity so all parts of the City can succeed, 
while there is a climate for economic development.  
For example, there are multiple projects totaling $2.5 
billion on the East Side of Kansas City, north of 63rd St. 
that have started or completed between 2011-2015. 
Some of these are very small economic development 
projects, but bring improvements to housing and 
quality of life. Some of these required incentives and all 
required developers willing to invest millions from the 
private sector dollars to make them happen.  Attached 
is a slide from the City Planning and Development 
Department that shows these projects.   All citizens are 
invited to bring a notepad and pencil and join us for 
Economic Development 101!

Source KCMO City Councilman Scott Taylor office

For Sale   /  En venta
Restaurant fully equipped,  

great lease and location in Independence, Mo.
Dine-in and take-out window Service  

Great price
Restaurante totalmente equipado, gran contrato 

de alquiler y ubicación en Independence, Mo.
Coma en el restaurante y ventana para servicio 

*  Excelente precio

Call * Llamar a:  Ray 913-827-2120

Full-Time and Part-

Time Faculty and Staff 

Career Opportunities

at

https://jobs.mcckc.edu

EOE/M/F/V/Disabled

Education
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OPENING FOR SALES PERSON
KC Hispanic News Newspaper 

is seeking a Sales Person to join our sales team.
This person must have advertising experience in the metro and 

within the Latino market.  
Bi-lingual is a major Plus  *  Commission Driven 

Possible to work from home if you are the right person
Contact Joe Arce @ 816-506-1421

Email resume to joearce@kchispanicnews.com    *    EOE

SOLICITS PROPOSALS

MBE/WBE Invitation to Bid: MW Builders Inc. 
solicits proposals from certified disadvantaged, 
minority and/or woman-owned firms qualified for 
commercial construction for the project Frontage 
at Executive Park, Kansas City, MO. Job to bid 
8/15/2016 at 2:00 PM Central Time (CT).   
Please submit proposals to MW Builders Inc., 
13725 W. 109th Street, Lenexa, KS 66215.   
Phone: (913) 317-3700, Fax: (913) 345-1093,  
Email: jbrubaker@mwbuilders.com. EOE/M/F/V/H

INVITATION TO BID

 MBE/WBE INVITATION TO BID: A.L. Huber, General
 Contractor, is seeking bids from qualified KCMO
 CERTIFIED MBE and WBE subcontractors and suppliers
 for the “Frontage at Executive Park” - 247,000 sq.
 ft. Warehouse Project. This project is located at the
 North end of Corrington Ave in Executive Park, Kansas
 City, MO. At this time, A.L. Huber is seeking qualified
 subcontractor and supplier bids from all trades that
 specialize in this type of project. The project is being
 completed in coordination with the Affirmative Action
 Policy of the Agency of Kansas City, MO, which
requires but is not limited to compliance with MBE/

 WBE participation, Bids are due no later than 2:00 p.m.
on Monday, August 15, 2016. E-mail bids to jhuber@

 alhuber.com or Fax bids to A.L. Huber at 913-341-1940.
 Plans and specifications are available for review at
 A.L. Huber’s office and local plan rooms. Interested
 parties can contact Joe Huber or Jaime Pallas for
more information at 913-341-4880.

Drivers:  Dedicated, 

Regional, OTR, Flatbed 

& Point to Point Lane 

Openings! Excellent Pay, 

(New hires guaranteed min 

$$$ week)! CDL-A 1yr. Exp, 

Orientation Completion 

Bonus!: 1-855-450-2267

Bilingual/Career Development Executive /Youth

The Full Employment Council (FEC), a premier workforce development 
organization is searching for a Bilingual/Career Development Executive/
Youth.  This individual will be responsible for conducting the organization’s 
outreach efforts in a culturally sensitive manner at a variety of community 
venues that includes our target population, and will provide outreach 
and translation services for the Hispanic community and plan outreach 
activities based on identified needs.  This position will conduct overviews 
on FEC programs; determine eligibility for financial assistance for 
various grant programs administered by the FEC.   Bachelor’s degree 
in education, counseling, or related field, one to two years of experience 
in similar administrative position or combination of education and 
experience, computer skills are essential, must possess exceptional 
customer service, must be able to pass a background check, must have  
reliable transportation with auto insurance, and  valid driver’s license.  

Competitive salary and fringe benefits including health and dental 
insurance, company paid life insurance, 403b pension plan, 125 cafeteria 
plan, Employee Assistance Program (EAP), paid vacation and sick leave 
and fitness program.

Apply in person at the Full Employment Council/Missouri Career Center
Locations:  Central City, 1740 Paseo, KCMO (M-F 8-5)

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE
EOE/AA/M/F/V/ADA E-Verify Employer

The Full Employment Council is an Equal Opportunity Employer/Program.  Auxiliary aids ad 
services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.  All voice telephone may 
be reached by persons using TTY/TDD equipment via the Missouri Relay Service at 711.

PUBLIC HEARING

ATTENTION

ALL RESIDENTS OF KANSAS CITY, KANSAS

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND a public hearing to be held on Thursday 
evening, August 25, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Unified Government Board 
of Commissioners Chambers in the Lobby of the Municipal Office 
Building 701 North 7th Street to consider and receive comment on an 
Assessment of Fair Housing (AFH).
The Assessment of Fair Housing (AFH) is a legal requirement that 
the Unified Government must complete in order to continue receiving 
federal housing and community development funding from the U.S. 
Dept. of Housing & Urban Development (HUD). Specifically, the AFH 
is a study undertaken pursuant to 24 CFR Part 5.154 that includes an 
analysis of fair housing data, an assessment of fair housing issues and 
contributing factors, and an identification of fair housing priorities and 
goals specific to Kansas City, Kansas and the region.  Examples of fair 
housing issues include regional demographics, segregation, racially 
and ethnically concentrated areas of poverty, access to opportunity, 
disproportionate housing need, publicly supported housing, access to 
persons with disabilities, and fair housing enforcement and outreach 
capacity.

The hearing will also open a 30 day public comment period during 
which a draft copy of the AFH will be available for public inspection and 
comment. Copies of the document will be available beginning August 26, 
2016 and ending September 25, 2016 in the Community Development 
Department, Room 823 and the Unified Government Clerk’s Office, 
Room 323 at Municipal Office Building, 701 N. 7th Street, Kansas 
City, KS, 66101. The draft copy will also be available online at www.
wycokck.org<http://www.wycokck.org>. Please submit all comments to 
Community Development Department, 701 North 7th Street, Room 823, 
Kansas City, Kansas 66101

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE!

The Unified Government of Wyandotte County/Kansas City, Kansas 
will make reasonable accommodations to qualified individuals with 
disabilities. If accommodations are needed for a disability, contact the 
Human Services Department 48 hours in advance at 913-573-5024.

Municipal Revenue Agent
(Job Opening ID #506199)

Full-time position available with 
KCMO’s Finance Department, 
Revenue Division, 414 E. 12th 
St. Normal Work Days/Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 
p.m. Plans, organizes and 
conducts office and field audits 
of the tax returns, reports and 
records of business organizations. 
Examines accounting documents 
to verify accuracy of computations 
and to ascertain that transactions 
and computations are properly 
supported, are in accordance 
with pertinent policies and 
procedures, and are classified and 
treated according to established 
reporting requirements. Works 
on potential audit leads from IRS 
data match. Prepares working 
papers, schedules, exhibits and 
summaries indicating the extent 
of examination in presenting 
and supporting the findings and 
recommendations. Prepares 
complex financial analyses and 
conducts legal, accounting and 
auditing research. Answers 
inquiries pertaining to accounting 
and auditing laws, rules, policies 
and procedures and advises the 
business organization of results 
of audits and recommendations 
for ensuring conformity to local 
tax laws. Performs related 
duties as required. REQUIRES 
an accredited Bachelor’s 
degree accounting, business 
administration or a related field. 
Salary Range: $14.73-$23.08/
hour. Application Deadline: August 
29, 2016. Apply online at www.
kcmo.gov/careers. EOE. The 
City of Kansas City, Missouri is 
an equal opportunity employer 
committed to a diverse workforce.

Engineer section head
(Job Opening ID #506203)

Full-time position available 
with KCMO’s Public Works 
Department, Capital Projects 
Division, 5300 Municipal Ave. 
Normal Work Days/Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Performs overall 
management, administration 
and supervision of the Traffic 
Engineering Section. Develops 
and directs the implementation of 
standards for maintenance and 
operation of traffic signs, striping 
and markings. Prepares a variety 
of traffic engineering and traffic 
safety reports, and participates 
in plan review and processing of 
plans for private developments 
affecting the city’s streets and 
traffic control devices. Manages 
contractual work for the operation 
and maintenance of traffic signs 
and markings. Acts as a resource 
for transportation planning related 
to bicycle and pedestrian systems. 
Coordinates traffic engineering 
activities with other departments 
and outside agencies, frequently 
meets with the public, and 
represents the City at a variety 
of meetings. REQUIRES 4 years 
of progressively responsible 
experience as a registered 
engineer. Must be registered as 
a professional engineer with the 
Missouri Board for Professional 
Engineers, and Land Surveyors. 
Must pass a pre-employment drug 
screen as prescribed by the City. 
Salary Range: $4,945-$8,573/
month. Application Deadline: 
August 15, 2016. Apply online 
at www.kcmo.gov/careers. EOE. 
The City of Kansas City, Missouri 
is an equal opportunity employer 
committed to a diverse workforce. 
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was so worried I would 
have to send some of 
children to school with 
nothing at all, this event 
is a life saver for us.”

The goal of this event 
is to help prepare 
the Northeast area’s 
children for the 2016-17 
school year by providing 
access to essential 
health care, community 
information and school 
supplies for families 
in need. This family 
friendly outing also 
included free snacks and 
a bounce house for the 
little ones, soccer games 
with the Soccer for 
Success program team, 
and family art activities. 
It was free for all ages.

According to Mattie 
Rhodes officials “This 
event would not be 

possible without 
the support of our 
wonderful community 
partners who not only 
donated thousands 
of dollars in supplies 
but also their time 
and hard work. Thank 
you VisitKC, Hallmark 
Cards, Ameriprise 
Financial and the 
many more generous 
community members 
who contributed to this 
event.”

Mattie Rhodes 
Center’s mission is 
to enrich the lives of 
individuals, families 
and communities in a 
respectful, multicultural 
environment. The 
agency is working 
hard to make a 
positive difference by 
offering a continuum 
of care to children and 

families in three area 
neighborhoods, The 
Westside and Northeast 
of Kansas City, MO and 
in Kansas City, KS.

Source  
Mattie Rhodes Center

CONT./PAGE 1

Last August I moved to Missouri from 
Miami to pursue a graduate degree. 
I hadn’t heard much about the state 
but here I am and surprisingly, I’ve 

grown to love it here. While I enjoy the 
low cost of living and decreased traffic, 
as a proud Cuban-American woman, 
my love for the region mainly stems from 
its rich and diverse communities.

I love walking over to my favorite 
Mexican panaderia to pick up some 
breakfast. The food is good, but the 
sense of community and acceptance 
I feel when speaking Spanish to 
neighbors and is what brings warmth 
to my heart and makes me feel most at 
home in my new city.

A lot of the culture I’m so grateful for 
is threatened, though. My grandparents 
came to this country in the 1960’s to 
flee Cuba’s communist regime and to 
this day they haven’t been able to go 
back. Now that I’m in the Midwest, I 
realize that, like my grandparents, I 
too may never be able to return to the 
home I remember. Not because of a 
radical dictator, but because of climate 
change.

Research shows that sea levels will 
rise by at least six and a half feet by 
the end of this century, meaning South 
Florida could soon be underwater. 
This threat isn’t so hard to imagine 
in Miami, given how common it is to 
see people kayaking down the streets 
after a heavy rain. It may not be as 
easy to envision that climate change 
is an urgent threat here in Missouri, 

but the record-breaking flooding of the 
Mississippi River in December was a 
grim reminder.

A recent White House report stated 
that climate change contributes to an 
increase in air pollution, exacerbating 
the conditions of those with asthma 
and allergies. Those in low-income 
populations and/or communities of 
color will face the worst effects of 
climate change. Approximately 15% 
of Latinos in the United States live 10 
miles away from a coal plant. These 
5.5 million Latinos have an elevated 
risk of developing asthma or other 
respiratory conditions due to these 
dirty plants. Climate change has 
destructive consequences for diverse 
communities, whether on the East coast 
or the Midwest.

Missouri is one of the most coal-
dependent states in the country.  Coal 
burning is a significant source of 
climate damaging carbon emissions. 
Ameren, the largest utility in the state, is 
ranked one of the top 20 dirtiest utilities 
for carbon emissions and Missouri 
cities have some of the most polluted 
air in the country. This dirty air leads 
to premature deaths, heart-attacks, and 
asthma.

Despite the Supreme Court’s stay 
on the Clean Power Plan, the first ever 
plan to reduce carbon emissions from 
coal plants, Missouri could and should 
move forward with a plan to shift to 
clean energy. Such a plan would not 
only drastically reduce pollution and 
improve the health of our community 
but also bolster the economy by 
providing jobs.

Montero moves to KC

I don’t know how to 
write a column on this 
theme except to say, 
stop, stop,
please stop the killing.
Killing somebody is the 

not the answer. Killing 
people because of race, 
gender, religion, or for 
any reason under the sun 
is wrong. Killing does 
not eliminate problems. 
Killing does not solve 
family or neighborhood 
squabbles.

Yet, we kill all the time. 
America is a nation of 
killers. We’re all about 
killing, killing and killing. 
Do we want to start 
counting all the people 
killed in all the wars 
just in the last couple 
of hundred years? How 
many have we killed on 
foreign soil? How many 
have been gunned down 
in Chicago in the last ten 
years? When you start 
adding up the deaths 
during the last ten years 
in school shootings, 
theatre shootings, 
nightclub shootings, 
alleged wrongful 
shootings by police and 
police themselves, it 
goes on and on.

People are sentenced 
to prison or sometimes 
the death chamber 
because of killing. 
People are filled with 
rage over somebody 
they love being killed 
and want to kill the 
person who killed their 
loved one. People who 
are emotionally able 
to reach a point in 
their lives where they 
can sleep and even 
forgive someone who 

murdered a loved one, 
do so often after years 
of emotional, spiritual 
and psychological help. 
Many are never able to 
reach this point in their 
lives.

If somebody assaulted 
your child, spouse, 
parent, sibling or friend 
you would be filled 
with hurt and rage. If 
somebody tries to enter 
my house and hurt our 
family I will utilize one of 
my handguns and shoot 
with the intent to kill. My 
hope and prayer is that 
never happens. I’m sure 
that is your hope and 
prayer as well.

Somehow we must 
ingrain this hope 
and prayer in every 
American, the hope to 
never hurt of kill.  Old 
time church preachers 
used to preach about 
“Thou Shalt Not Kill 
and love your neighbor 
as yourself.”  Most of 
America’s churches gave 
that up a long time ago. 
Today, the focus of the 
church is entertainment, 
and creating a feel 
good environment. 
Churches used to send 
missionaries around 
the world preaching, 
“Thou Shalt Not Kill and 
to love God and love 
your neighbor.” When 
I was a child I used to 
read, “Thou Shalt Not 
Kill” written everywhere. 
I saw it  in such places 
as public classrooms, 
courthouses and even 
Sunday school walls at 
church. For some crazy 
reason America started 
thinking that the Ten 
Commandments were 
offensive and that the 
sixth commandment was 
no longer necessary.

Having the sixth 
commandment posted 
throughout America was 
a lot less offensive than 
this killing that’s going 
on in our country. The 
sixth commandment 
did not prevent killings. 
Black people were still 
treated cruelly and even 
murdered with the sixth 
commandment posted 
everywhere. A chapter 
and verse is not a cure 
all and even stupid if we 
just ignore it. In the days 
when Thou Shalt Not 
Kill was written people 
were killed all over the 
Middle East and it hasn’t 
stopped.

Somehow we have 
to get to the hearts of 
people and that means 
all races, nationalities, 
genders and religions 
have to quit hating, 
biting and fighting.

The Golden Rule says, 
“Do to others as you 
would have them do to 
you.”

If all churches, 
communities, religions, 
political parties, race 
groups, gender groups 
and the whole world 
would just truly embrace 
this principle then the 
world would do much 
better. Bad stuff would 
stop and so would the 
killing. 

Glenn Mollette is an 
American Syndicated 
Columnist and Author. 
He is the author of 
eleven books and read 
in all fifty states. Enjoy 
Books By Glenn Mollette 
at Amazon.com

This column does 
not necessarily reflect 
the view of any 
organization, institution 
or this paper or media 
source.

AS I SEE IT

Killing in America
by Glenn Mollete

Montero se muda a KC

Hace casi un año me mudé a 
Missouri desde Miami para 
asistir a la escuela de posgrado 
y, me gusta mucho. Aunque es 

debido a menos tráfico y costo de vida 
bajo, la razón principal es porque, 
como mujer orgullosamente cubana-
americana, me encanta la diversidad 
de las comunidades de Missouri.

Durante los fines de semana, me 
encanta caminar hasta la panadería 
mexicana en la esquina para tomar un 
desayuno casero. Aunque los pasteles 
cubanos de Miami son un poco 
diferentes, los dos tienen el mismo 
sabor hispano.

Pero esta cultura está amenazada. Al 
igual que mis abuelos nunca volverían a 
Cuba, un día no podré volver a Miami. 
No es por un régimen comunista, sino 
por el cambio climático.

Datos muestran que el nivel del mar 
subirá por lo menos seis pies para 
finales de este siglo; es decir, el sur 
de Florida podría estar pronto bajo el 
agua. Esta amenaza no es tan difícil 
de imaginar en Miami, dado que es 
muy común ver a la gente por las 
calles en canoa después de una lluvia 
fuerte. La destructiva inundación del río 
Mississippi en diciembre demuestra que 
el cambio climático es una amenaza 
urgente también aquí en Missouri.

Según un reciente informe de la Casa 
Blanca, el cambio climático contribuye 
a un aumento en la contaminación del 
aire, lo que agrava las condiciones 
de las personas con asma y alergias. 
Comunidades de color y personas de 

bajos ingresos se enfrentarán a los 
peores efectos del cambio climático. 
Aproximadamente el 15% de todos 
los latinos en los Estados Unidos vive 
a 10 millas de una planta térmica de 
carbón. Estos 5,5 millones de latinos 
tienen un riesgo elevado de contraer 
asma y otras afecciones respiratorias 
debido a  la continua exposición a los 
contaminantes procedentes de estas 
plantas.

La combustión del carbón es una 
fuente significativa de carbono y de 
la crisis climática. Ameren, la mayor 
compañía eléctrica del estado, es una 
las 20 más sucias en Estados Unidos, 
y por esta razón nuestra región tiene 
uno de los aires más contaminados del 
país. Este aire sucio conduce a muertes 
prematuras, ataques al corazón y el 
asma.

Missouri puede y debe desarrollar 
un plan para cambiar a la energía 
limpia, el cual no sólo permitiría reducir 
drásticamente la contaminación y 
mejorar la salud de nuestra comunidad, 
sino también impulsar la economía, 
proporcionando puestos de trabajo.

Nunca voy a ser capaz de volver 
al Miami de mi infancia, pero tengo 
la intención de trabajar sin descanso 
para proteger a mi nuevo hogar 
de Missouri y asegurarme de que 
su vibrante cultura y comunidades 
hispanas no sean víctimas del cambio 
climático. La Agencia de Protección 
Medioambiental debe involucrar a las 
comunidades de color para garantizar 
que voces diversas se escuchen sobre 
este tema. Nos jugamos ni más ni 
menos que nuestro futuro.

by Christine Montero

por Christine Montero

School supplies for 
families in need
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Guadalupe Centers Inc. (GCI), staffer Tania Casas-
Wallace shared on her Facebook last Friday July 29, 
what she was seeing outside of GCI’s headquarters on 
Avenida Cesar Chavez on KC’s Westside. She posted, 

“201 cowboys on horses were walking from Kemper Arena to the 
Liberty Memorial in support of our police officers in the metro. 
Very cool”

The Jackson County Sheriff’s Mounted Posse hosted the event 
Kansas City Cowboys for Cops to honor law enforcement. 
Organizers said the event is planned as a way to show their 
respect and support for our law enforcement.  Any money raise 
from the event will benefit the sheriff’s office first respond unit.

Local law 
enforcement honored

First day back to school

Quality Hill 
Academy and 
Crossroads 
Academy, held 

its first day of classes 
on Monday, August 8. 
Quality Hill Academy 
welcomed 186 students 
in grades K-3 in the 
newly remodeled Historic 
Virginia Hotel at 10th 
and Washington in 
Downtown Kansas City. 
Monday also marked 
the first day of school at 
Crossroads Academy, 
collectively the schools 
will serve 576, K-8 
students during the 2016-
17 school year. A ribbon 
cutting ceremony was 
held Saturday, August 6 
with over 300 people in 
attendance.

Quality Hill Academy 
and Crossroads 
Academy follow a 
rigorous curriculum 
design using Downtown 
Kansas City as an 
extension of the 
classroom. Students 
walk to the Central 
Library, Case Park 
and Barney Allis Plaza 
for recess, and other 
downtown destinations 
to enhance learning. The 
21st Century curriculum 
has a strong focus on 
project-based learning 
and emphasizes 
community engagement.

Quality Hill Academy’s 
historic renovation 
successfully blends state 
of the art classrooms 
with Victorian-era 
architectural character 
in one of Kansas City’s 
oldest neighborhoods. 

BNIM Architects 
completed the design 
work, with Rosin 
Preservation overseeing 
the building’s historic 
preservation. Turner 
Construction was the 
general contractor, and 
MC Realty served as 
construction manager. 
IFF provided financing 
for the building 
renovation project.

The opening of Quality 
Hill Academy was made 
possible through the 
philanthropic support 
of the Sherman Family 
Foundation, Hall Family 
Foundation, Ewing 
Marion Kauffman 
Foundation, Walton 
Family Foundation, W.T. 
Kemper Foundation, 
George K. Baum 
Family Foundation, 
DST Systems, Dickinson 
Family Foundation, 
Sarah Ross and the U.S. 
Department of Education 
Charter Start Program 
Grant.

The Downtown Council 
of Kansas City has been 
a key strategic partner is 
establishing both Quality 
Hill Academy and 
Crossroads Academy.

Crossroads Academy 
is a K – 8th grade public 
charter school located in 
Downtown Kansas City. 
Its mission is to prepare 
students to excel in high 
school by providing an 
academically rigorous 
K–8 education as it 
strives to be the premier 
urban school serving 
Kansas City’s youth 
and a destination for 

other educators seeking 
inspiration and best 
practices.

1015 Central, Kansas 
City, MO 64105 
816-221-2600 www.
crossroadsacademykc.
org

Crossroads Academy 
and Quality Hill 
Academy are tuition-
free public schools 
that combine authentic 
learning with core 
education principles to 
create an environment 
rich in experience, 
creativity, connectivity, 
collaboration, diversity 
and community 
engagement. Located in 
the heart of Downtown 
Kansas City, the 
schools use municipal 
and community assets 
to create real-world 
classrooms. In 2015 
Crossroads Academy 
received the highest APR 
(Annual Performance 
Report) score of any 
charter school in the 
State of Missouri.

Crossroads Academy 
opened with 190 
students in 2012. This 
year, with Crossroads 
Academy and Quality 
Hill Academy combined, 
total enrollment has 
more than tripled to 576 
students. In response to 
the high demand, and 
a determination to build 
upon this successful 
model, Crossroads 
Academy will also open 
a downtown high school 
in 2018.

Source  
Crossroads Academy 

For some area schools, summer is over as 
hundreds of students at Quality Hill Academy 
and Crossroads Academy are welcomed back.

PHOTOS BY TANIA CASAS-WALLACE
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The Kansas City Metro area is mourning the 
death of 10-year-old Caleb Schwab, who 
lost his life while riding the “Verrückt,” 
dubbed the world’s tallest waterslide, 

at Kansas City’s Schlitterbahn Waterpark on 
Sunday, August 7. 

Son of Kansas State Rep. Scott Schwab, the 
young boy tragically lost his life after suffering 
a neck injury according to police. 

Schlitterbahn officials said that the “Verrückt” 
will be shut down for the rest of this season as 
they continue their investigation.  

In a statement released on Monday, 
Schlitterbahn officials stated, “The family and 
each and every one of those affected are 
foremost on our minds and in our hearts today. 
We ask the community to please keep all of 
those impacted in your thoughts and prayer.” 

A GoFundMe page was created to help pay 
for funeral expenses and within two days, the 
Schwab’s raised over $30,000. 

The memorial service will be held at 
LifeMission Church in Olathe, Kan., Thursday, 
August 11 from 6 to 8 p.m. and will be followed 
by the memorial service on Friday at 2 p.m. 

www.KCHispanicNews.com
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Caleb Schwab services 
set for this Thursday 
and Friday THOMAS  “TOMMY” J. SIFUENTES, JR.

Thomas “Tommy” 
J. Sifuentes, Jr. (58) 
was called home on 
July 28, 2016 by 
his lord and savior 
Jesus Christ to enter 
into the gates of 
heaven. 
On August 4, at 
the Heartland 
Cremation and 
Burial Society in 
Raytown, Missouri, 
friends, family and 
co-workers came 
together to pray the rosary, share some great 
stories with one another of Tommy and to say 
a final goodbye. Tommy was born February 22, 
1958 in Kansas City, Missouri. He is survived 
by his parents, Thomas J. Sifuentes Sr. and 
Belinda Sifuentes; his siblings, Wendy Chavez, 
Sienna Sifuentes; his children, Lucas Sifuentes, 
Desirree McDonough, April Marshall and 
Christopher Sifuentes. He is also survived by 
four grandchildren and one great grandchild.
Tommy worked at WDAF-TV for 40 years as a 
photojournalist. He enjoyed fishing, gardening 
and was an avid Kansas City sport fan.
His family said Tommy will be truly missed 
by all who he had come in contact with him 
throughout his life time. According to Tommy’s 
father, his son always talked with him about his 
work and his co-workers. He said, “Tommy 
always felt close to many of his co-workers at 
Fox 4 news. Including Kathy Quinn, Heather 
McMichael, Jim Monteleone and Joe Arce.” 

In  Lo v i ng Memo r y

PUBLISHER/PRESIDENT 
(Editor/Presidente)  
Jose “Joe” Arce
VICE PRESIDENT 
(Vicepresidente)  
Ramona Arce
EDITOR 
(Editor)  
Jose Faus
REPORTERS/WRITERS 
(Reporteros/Periodistas)
Debra DeCoster, Jose Faus, 
Jerry LaMartina
DESIGN/LAYOUT
(Diseño Editorial/Diagramación) 
Janneth-B Rodríguez
Gemma Tornero
SPANISH TRANSLATION
(Traducción a español) 
Gemma Tornero
STUDENT  INTERN
(Becario)
Marco Holguin
Jose Muñiz

KCHN is a weekly publication of Arce Communications 
Inc.  who bears no  responsibility  for accuracy or 
content advertisements. All rights reserverd.   Arce 
Communications Inc does not guarantee the absence 
of error and every attempt will be made to remedy in 
KCHN at our next edition. 
KCHN es una publicacion semanal de Arce 
Communications Inc. quienes no se hacen responsables 
por la presición o contenido de los anuncios. Todos 
los derechos reservados. Arce Communications Inc. no 
garantiza la ausencia de errores en KCHN los cuales seran 
corregidos en nuestra siguiente edición.

2918 Southwest Blvd. 
Kansas City, MO 64108-1911

PHONE: (816)472.KCHN
FAX: (816)931.NEWS

E-MAIL: JoeArce@
KCHispanicNews.com

www.kchispanicnews.com

Look for our 
Facebook 

Page Today! 

Search 

Kansas 
City 

Hispanic 
News

¡Busque nuestra 
página en 

Facebook! 

Busque 

Kansas City 
Hispanic 
News


