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Las Vegas residents, visitors respond to mass shooting

Residentes de Las Vegas y visitantes
responden a los disparos masivos
BY JOE ARCE &
CORBIN CRABLE

A

last-minute decision
to skip the Route 91
Harvest music festival
just might have saved the
life of Olathe, Kan., resident
David Chavez.
“I would have been at that
event had it not been for
my decision to attend the
U.S. Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce Convention (in
Dallas),” said Chavez, CEO of
music production company
Ingenuity.
The country music festival,
held on the southern end of
the Las Vegas Strip, was the
“I’M SHOCKED...” / PAGE 2

U

na decisión de última
hora de faltar al
Festival de Música de
la Ruta 91 Harvest podría
haber salvado la vida del
residente de Olathe, Kan.,
David Chávez.
“Hubiera estado en ese
evento si no hubiera sido
por mi decisión de asistir a
la Convención de la Cámara
de Comercio Hispana de los
Estados Unidos (en Dallas)”,
dijo Chávez, director general
de la productora musical
Ingenuity.
El festival de música
country, celebrado en el
extremo sur del Corredor
Turístico de Las Vegas, fue el
lugar del tiroteo masivo más
mortífero en la historia de
Estados Unidos el domingo
“ESTOY SORPRENDIDO...” / PÁGINA 2

The shooting that took place on the Las Vegas strip last Sunday night took many lives and injured over 500 people. People from around the
world and including Kansas City sent their thoughts and prayers to the victims and their families.
El tiroteo que tuvo lugar en el Corredor Turístico de Las Vegas, el pasado domingo por la noche, tomó muchas vidas e hirió
a más de 500 personas. Personas de todo el mundo, incluyendo de Kansas City, enviaron sus pensamientos y oraciones a
las víctimas y a sus familias.

Active shooterare we prepared?
Tirador activo ¿estamos preparados?

KC volunteers round up supplies for
Mexican earthquake victims
Voluntarios de KC reúnen suministros
para víctimas del terremoto en México

“I don’t know that any police department would have been prepared
for the type of attack we saw in Las Vegas,”said KCK Police Chief
Terry Zeigler.

Jorge Coromac and Marni Carlson are working as fast a possible to get these supplies to the people
of Mexico. They were informed the need is so great from deodorant, soap, toilet paper, pampers to
wheel chairs. They also know every little bit helped.

"No sé de ningún departamento de policía que hubiera estado
preparado para el tipo de ataque que vimos en Las Vegas", dijo el
Jefe de la Policia de KCK, Terry Zeigler.

Jorge Coromac y Marni Carlson están trabajando tan rápido como sea posible para llevar estos suministros
a la gente de México. Se les informó que la necesidad es tan grande de desodorantes, jabón, papel
higiénico, pañales desechables hasta sillas de ruedas. También saben que cada poco ayudado.

BY JOE ARCE &
DEBRA DeCOSTER

BY
JOE ARCE & CORBIN CRABLE

T

he mass shooting in Las
Vegas leaving 59 people
dead and over 500
injured has been reported as
one of the deadliest massacres
in U.S. history. Can we, the
public, prepare for attacks
like this in our hometown? As
we attend concerts, sporting
HOW PREPARED ARE / PAGE 3

TRADUCE
GEMMA TORNERO

E

l tiroteo masivo en
Las Vegas que ha
dejado 59 muertos y
más de 500 heridos ha sido
reportado como una de las
más mortíferas masacres en
la historia de los Estados
Unidos.
¿Podemos,
el
público, prepararnos para

Two local organizations from the Show Me
State are teaming up to show the people
of Mexico that Kansas City cares.
The Westside Community Action Network
Center (CAN) and the Reyes Media Group
have partnered with local churches and
volunteers to host a product drive for relief
supplies to be sent to those affected by the

QUé tan preparados / PÁGINA 3

“IT IS A GIFT TO...” / PAGE 3

TRADUCE
GEMMA TORNERO
Dos organizaciones locales de Missouri
se están uniendo para mostrar a la gente
de México que Kansas City se preocupa
por ellos.
El Centro de la Red de Acción Comunitaria
del Westside (CAN, por sus siglas en inglés)
y el Grupo de Medios Reyes se han asociado
con iglesias locales y voluntarios para llevar a
“ES UN REGALO...” / PÁGINA 3
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“I’m shocked for everybody”
CONT./PAGE 1

site of the deadliest
mass shooting in U.S.
history late Sunday
night, with the death
toll rising to at least
59 and the number
of wounded soaring
to 527 as of Tuesday
morning, according to
the Associated Press.
Video posted to
Twitter
shows
The
Strip was a scene of
chaos as thousands
dove for cover near
the
conclusion
of
country musician Jason
Aldean’s set, when a
gunman fired into the
crowd from the 32nd
floor of the Mandalay
Bay Resort and Casino
across the street. Police
acted quickly to locate
the
gunman,
later
identified as 64-yearold Stephen Paddock,
who committed suicide
before he could be
taken into custody.
Politicians took to
social media to release
statements throughout
the
day
Monday,
with U.S. Sen. Bernie
Sanders (I-Vt.) saying
it was “long past time”
for Congress to take
action on gun safety.
President
Donald
Trump and First Lady
Melania Trump led the
nation in a moment
of silence Monday
afternoon, with Trump
ordering all American
flags to be flown at halfstaff in the shooting’s
wake.
Chavez flew to Las
Vegas
on
Monday
evening but first spoke
briefly with KC Hispanic
News as he reflected
on the tragedy.
“It’s
bizarre.
I’m
shocked
for
everybody,” he said.
“As an event producer,
you now think of how
you produce events in
this day and age. It’s
not like anyone snuck
a gun into an event.
You’re assaulted from a
hotel. I don’t know how
you stop anything like
that.”
The 2017 annual
Tejano Music National
Convention,
which
takes place each year in

Las Vegas, concluded
this past July; the 2018
convention is slated for
Aug. 23-25.
St. Louis resident
Linda Yates spoke to KC
Hispanic News shortly
after she received word
on social media that her
friends living in Vegas
were safe and sound.
She expressed relief
but also helplessness
and frustration at the
situation.
“It’s incidents like
this that are absolutely
heartbreaking
and
leave me wondering,
‘When will it happen
here?’” Yates said.
“It makes me almost
cry. Why? Because I
have a 5-year-old and
a husband, both of
whom I love dearly, and
incidents like this make
me feel like there’s
nothing we can do.”
Las Vegas resident
and Caesar’s Palace
employee
Tommy
Kelley said his friends,
too, are safe but
remains unsure about
all of his coworkers.
He fears that the
shooting will be forever
associated with the city
in which it happened.
“I
don’t
want
this to define my
wonderful city,” said
Kelley, who called the
shooting “surreal and
devastating.”
“We
offer an escape from
such horrors, not to be
part of a tragedy.”
Las Vegas resident
Claude Bouchard was
much more blunt in his
assessment of what he
believes must happen
next in the debate
about gun control in
the U.S.
“My first thought was,
‘Here we go again,’”
Bouchard said. “Now,
I’m thinking that it’s
time for this Congress
to stop its love affair
with the NRA and get
to work on proper gun
control.”
Chavez
said
the
people of Las Vegas
remain in his thoughts,
and
that
from
a
hospitality perspective,
Las Vegas may never

Joseph Lombardo told reporter at a news conference, Paddock brought the weapons into the hotel himself and
used “a device similar to a hammer” to break the window.
Joseph Lombardo dijo a un periodista en una conferencia de prensa, que el mismo Paddock trajo las
armas dentro del hotel y utilizó “un dispositivo similar a un martillo” para romper la ventana.
be the same.
“It’s a tragedy for
those who were killed
and injured,” he said.
“Then, you start looking

out a window from a
32nd floor and has
multiple guns? What
can you do?” he said.
“The cops got up there

“This latest incomprehensible act
of mass murder has once again
shaken this country to its core. My
thoughts go out to the families,
friends, and, most importantly, the
victims of this abominable attack.
Today, we all grieve with Las
Vegas. I want to convey sincere
gratitude for all the Americans
who stepped up in the face of this
tragedy – from law enforcement,
to the emergency responders,
to the citizens volunteering their
help and services.” Congressman
Emanuel Cleaver, II Missouri’s
Fifth District
at the casino industry,
meeting
planners,
festival producers. How
would you like for your
festival to be associated
with the deadliest mass
killing in U.S. history?”
Still, Chavez added,
he
was
impressed
with the actions of law
enforcement
officials
and first responders to
the scene, especially
in a busy area where
finding the source of
gunfire was likely to be
problematic.
“What can you do
when someone shoots

and got him quick. It
was pretty amazing.
They found the exact
floor and the exact
room. It was crazy. They
did a great job.”
According to the
American Red Cross,
there is still a great need
for blood donations
to those injured in
Sunday’s
shooting.
For more information
on how else you can
help, as well as a list
of locations where you
can donate blood, visit
www.redcross.org.

The gunman, Stephen Paddock (64), was found dead in
the hotel room according to pólice. It appeared that he
took his own life.
El hombre armado, Stephen Paddock (64), fue
encontrado muerto en la habitación del hotel
según la policía. Parecía que se quitó la vida.

David Chavez said it’s mind-boggling as what took place
in Vegas. “As a promoter of events safety is always a
concern. It’s not like anyone snuck a gun into an event.
You’re assaulted from a hotel. I don’t know how you
stop anything like that.”

David Chávez dijo que es alucinante lo que ocurrió en
Las Vegas. “Como promotor de eventos, la seguridad
siempre es una preocupación. No es como si alguien
hubiera introducido una pistola a un evento. Te han
disparado desde un hotel. No sé cómo detienes algo
como eso.

“Estoy sorprendido por todos”
CONT./PÁGINA 1

por la noche, con el
número de muertos

aumentando a por lo
menos 58 y el número
de heridos superando
los 500 el lunes mañana,
según el Departamento
de Policía de Las Vegas.
Un video publicado
en Twitter, muestra que
el Corredor Turístico
fue una escena de
caos mientras miles de
personas se tiraban al
suelo para cubrirse en
la conclusión del set
musical de Jason Aldean,
cuando
un
hombre
armado disparó contra la
multitud desde el piso 32
del Mandalay Bay Resort
y Casino, al otro lado de
la calle.
La
policía
actuó
rápidamente
para
localizar
al
hombre
armado,
más
tarde
identificado
como
Stephen Paddock, de
64 años de edad, quien
se suicidó antes de que
pudiera ser puesto bajo
custodia.
Los políticos hicieron
uso de las redes sociales
para lanzar declaraciones
durante el día lunes, el
senador estadounidense
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.)
dijo que ya “había
pasado mucho tiempo”
para que el Congreso
tomara medidas sobre la
seguridad de las armas.
El presidente Donald
Trump y la primera
dama Melania Trump
lideraron a la nación en

un momento de silencio
el lunes por la tarde,
con Trump ordenando
que todas las banderas
estadounidenses fueran
puestas a media asta
debido al tiroteo.
Chávez viajó a Las
Vegas el lunes por
la noche, pero habló
brevemente con KC
Hispanic News mientras
reflexionaba sobre la
tragedia.
“Es extraño. Estoy
sorprendido por todos”,
dijo. “Como productor
de
eventos,
ahora
piensas en cómo producir
eventos en esta época.
No se trata de si alguien
hubiera introducido una
pistola a un evento. Te
han disparado desde un
hotel. No sé cómo paras
eso”.
La
Convención
Nacional
de
Música
Tejano 2017, que tiene
lugar cada año en Las
Vegas, concluyó en julio
pasado; la convención de
2018 está programada
para el 23-25 de agosto.
Linda Yates, re s idente
de St. Louis, h a bló con
KC Hispanic New s poco
después de que e lla
recibiera notic i as en las
redes sociales d e que
sus amigos que vivían en
Las Vegas estaban sanos
y salvos. Expre s ó alivio,
pero también impotencia
y frustración a n te la
situación.
“Son
incidentes
como
éste
que
son
absolutamente

President Trump called the attack “an act of pure evil”
and added the FBI and Department of Homeland Security
are working with local authorities in the investigation.
El presidente Trump calificó el ataque como “un acto
de maldad pura” y añadió que el FBI y el Departamento
de Seguridad Nacional están trabajando con las
autoridades locales en la investigación.

desgarradores y me
dejan preguntándome,
‘¿Cuándo va a pasar
aquí?’”, dijo Yates. “Me
hace casi llorar. ¿Por qué?
Porque tengo un hijo de
5 años y un marido, a
los que quiero mucho,
e incidentes como éste

me hacen sentir que no
hay nada que podamos
hacer”.
El residente de Las
Vegas y empleado del
Caesar’s Palace, Tommy
Kelley, dijo que sus
amigos también están
bien pero no está seguro

“Este último incomprensible acto de asesinato
en masa, ha sacudido nuevamente a este
país en lo más profundo. Mis pensamientos
van para las familias, amigos y, lo que es
más importante, para las víctimas de este
abominable ataque. Hoy, todos estamos de
luto junto con Las Vegas. Quiero expresar mi
sincera gratitud a todos los estadounidenses
que se han involucrado en esta tragedia
-desde la policía, los que responden a
las emergencias y a los ciudadanos que
prestan su ayuda y servicios voluntarios”. El
Congresista Emanuel Cleaver, II Distrito de
Missouri

de todos sus compañeros
de trabajo. Teme que el
tiroteo se asociará para
siempre con la ciudad en
la que ocurrió.
“No quiero que esto
defina a mi maravillosa
ciudad”, dijo Kelley,
quien
calificó
el
tiroteo de “surrealista
y
devastador”.
“Ofrecemos un escape
de tales horrores, y no ser
parte de una tragedia”.
El
residente
de
Las
Vegas,
Claude
Bouchard, fue mucho
más contundente en su
evaluación de lo que
cree que debe suceder
después en el debate
sobre el control de armas
en los EE.UU.
“Mi
primer
pensamiento fue: ‘Aquí
vamos de nuevo’”, dijo
Bouchard. “Ahora, estoy
pensando que es hora
de que este Congreso
deje de tener relaciones
amorosa con la NRA y
llegue a trabajar en el
control apropiado de
armas”.
Chávez dijo que la
gente de Las Vegas está
en sus pensamientos,
y que, desde una
perspectiva turística, Las
Vegas puede que nunca
sea la misma.
“Es
una
tragedia
para los que murieron
y resultaron heridos”,
dijo.
“Entonces,
tú
comienzas a mirar a la
industria del casino,
a
los
planificadores
de reuniones, a los

productores del festival.
¿Te gustaría que tu festival
estuviera asociado con el
asesinato en masa más
mortífero en la historia
de los Estados Unidos?”
Sin
embargo,
agregó Chávez, quedó
impresionado
con
las acciones de los
funcionarios encargados
de hacer cumplir la ley
y las primeras personas
que respondieron a la
escena, especialmente
en
una
zona
muy
concurrida,
donde
encontrar la fuente de
disparos era probable
que fuera problemática.
“¿Qué puedes hacer
cuando alguien dispara
desde
una
ventana
en un piso 32 y tiene
múltiples armas? ¿Qué
puedes hacer?”, dijo.
“Los policías fueron y lo
atraparon rápidamente.
Fue bastante increíble.
Encontraron
el
piso
exacto y la habitación
exacta. Fue loco. Ellos
hicieron un gran trabajo”.
Según la Cruz Roja
Americana, todavía hay
una gran necesidad de
donaciones de sangre
para los heridos por los
disparos del domingo.
Para
obtener
más
información sobre cómo
puede ayudar, así como
una lista de lugares
donde puede donar
sangre,
visite
www.
redcross.org.
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How prepared are
police departments
CONT./PAGE 1

events, festivals what
should we do to stay
safe and is there advice
if we are caught in a
shooting situation.
KC Hispanic News
reached out to Kansas
City, Kansas Police Chief
Terry Zeigler and asked
him how prepared is
the police department
to respond to a active
shooter situation.
“We have trained our
entire department in how
to respond to an active
shooter and we provide
a program to community
and civic groups as well
as businesses. I don’t
know that any police
department would have
been
prepared
for
the type of attack we
saw in Las Vegas. It is
impossible for police
departments to think of
every possible scenario
that a deranged person
will come up with to
harm people. We do try
to learn from incidents
like these to help us keep
our citizens safe in the
future by adjusting our
tactics,” said Zeigler.
Years
ago
police
officers were trained in
a shooting situation to
wait until enough officers
were on the scene and
then they would conduct
a slow methodical search
for the suspect, but times
have changed and so
has police training.
“Our
officers
are
literally trained to run
toward the threat and

ataques como este en
nuestra ciudad natal?
Al asistir a conciertos,
eventos
deportivos,
festivales,
qué
debemos hacer para
mantenernos a salvo
y qué consejo seguir
si estamos atrapados
en una situación de
tiroteo.
KC Hispanic News
se acercó al Jefe de la
Policía de Kansas City,
Kansas, Terry Zeigler,
y le preguntó qué
tan preparado está
el departamento de
policía para responder
a una situación de
tirador activo.
"Hemos entrenado
a
todo
nuestro
departamento en cómo
responder a un tirador
activo y ofrecemos
un programa a la
comunidad y grupos
cívicos, así como a
empresas. No sé de
ningún departamento
de policía que hubiera
estado preparado para
el tipo de ataque que
vimos en Las Vegas.
Es imposible que los
departamentos
de
policía piensen en
todos los escenarios
posibles, lo que una
persona desquiciada
hará para dañar a la
gente. Tratamos de
aprender de incidentes
como
éstos,
para
ayudarnos a mantener
a nuestros ciudadanos
seguros en el futuro,
ajustando
nuestras
tácticas", dijo Zeigler.
Hace
años,
los
oficiales de policía eran
entrenados para que
en una situación de
tiroteo esperaran hasta
que hubiese suficientes
agentes en la escena;
y después realizarían
una lenta búsqueda
metódica para llegar el
sospechoso, pero los
tiempos han cambiado
y también lo ha hecho
el
entrenamiento
policial.
"Nuestros oficiales
están
literalmente
entrenados para correr

“It is a gift to be able to help”
CONT./PAGE 1

eliminate it. We now
train officers to enter the
scene alone and find the
threat. We know now
that waiting to enter an
active shooter scene
means more innocent
people will be killed.
Our officers understand
they have to go in
harm’s way in order to
save as many people as
possible,” he said.
Advice to the public as
they attend public events
is to always be aware of
their surrounding, know
where exits are and look
for objects that can be
used for cover.
When Hispanic News
asked Chief Zeigler
what should people do
if they are caught in a
shooting situation, he
said, “This is a difficult
question
to
answer
because each person
will have to make a
decision based on what
they are comfortable
with. Some may feel
comfortable
running
from the scene, others
may feel comfortable
staying behind cover or
hiding, and yet others
may decide to attack
the attacker. There is no
wrong answer, do what
makes you comfortable
based on the situation.”
He
added,
“Our
thoughts and prayers are
with all the victims of this
tragic incident. We live
in dangerous times, but
we cannot let incidents
like these keep us from
enjoying life.”

Qué tan preparados
están los departamentos
de policía
CONT./PÁGINA 1

3

hacia
la
amenaza
y eliminarla. Ahora
entrenamos
a
los
agentes
para
que
entren en la escena
solos y encuentren
la amenaza. Ahora
sabemos que esperar
para entrar en una
escena
donde
se
encuentre un tirador
activo,
significa
que más personas
inocentes
serán
asesinadas. Nuestros
oficiales entienden que
tienen que estar en
contacto con el peligro
para salvar a tantas
personas como sea
posible", dijo.
El consejo para el
público al asistir a
eventos públicos es
estar siempre al tanto
de sus alrededores,
saber dónde están
las salidas y buscar
objetos que puedan
ser utilizados para
cubrirse.
Cuando
Hispanic
News
le
preguntó
al Jefe Zeigler qué
debería hacer la gente
si
se
encontraban
atrapados
en
una
situación de tiroteo,
él dijo, "Esta es una
pregunta difícil de
contestar porque cada
persona tendrá que
tomar una decisión
basada con lo que
se siente cómodo.
Algunos
pueden
sentirse
cómodos
corriendo de la escena,
otros pueden sentirse
cómodos cubriéndose
u ocultándose, y otros
pueden decidir atacar
al atacante. No hay una
respuesta equivocada,
haz lo que te haga sentir
cómodo en función de
la situación".
Y agregó, "Nuestros
pensamientos
y
oraciones están con
todas las víctimas de
este trágico incidente.
Vivimos
tiempos
peligrosos, pero no
podemos permitir que
incidentes como éstos
nos impidan disfrutar
de la vida".

deadly earthquake that
rocked Mexico late
last month. According
to Jorge Coromac,
director
of
the
Westside CAN Center,
said that specifically,
Mexico requested aid
for the victims. The
organizations
have
been in communication
with a Rotary Club
chapter in Mexico to
coordinate the efforts
to bring the supplies to
the affected areas and
disburse them to those
in need.
“The Rotary Club
also has volunteers
willing to donate trucks
and
transportation,”
Coromac noted. “They
are sending us reports
on what is happening
there.”
Rotarians
have
communicated
the need for tents,
wheelchairs,
soap,
deodorant, and female
hygiene
supplies,
Coromac said, and
that “everything they
are asking for, we are
supplying to them.
We are very happy to
see the local response
here.”
Those who heeded
the
call
to
help
package materials on
Oct. 2 and prepare
them for shipment
included local resident
Cosme Pantoja, who
said that much needs
to be done to help
communities in Mexico
rebuild after the natural
disaster. Pantoja called
the current situation
there “ugly,” but said
he feels good about
the metro area’s efforts

Cosme Pantoja told Hispanic News he was in Mexico when an earthquake hit 32
years ago and he did what he could to help out then. Now he finds himself here in
Kansas City volunteering at the Westside CAN Center packing and wrapping needed
supplies for the earthquake victims of Mexico.
Cosme Pantoja le dijo a Hispanic News que, él estaba en México cuando
ocurrió un terremoto hace 32 años, e hizo lo que pudo para ayudar en
ese entonces. Ahora se encuentra aquí, en Kansas City, ofreciéndose como
voluntario en el Centro Westside CAN, empacando y envolviendo los
suministros necesarios para las víctimas del terremoto de México.
to assist.
Local resident Marni
Carlson said she, too,
felt obligated to offer
her time after seeing
a video on Facebook
that urged volunteers
to step forward.
“I have no idea of
the
magnitude
of
the need,” Carlson
admitted. It’s amazing
to see the outpouring
of support. I hope
we’re getting people
what they need. Many
of my fellow citizens
are from Mexico, and I
want to help however I
can.”
Carlson, a former
volunteer
for
the
American Red Cross,
said she traveled to New
Orleans after Hurricane
Katrina
demolished
parts of the Crescent
City in 2005. She said

both the hurricane and
the recent earthquake
instilled in her a
newfound gratitude for
what she has, as well as
a drive to help others
rebuild their lives.
“My
house
is
standing, my children
are well,” she said.
“I can go home to a
soft bed and soap and
food. We take so much
for granted.”
Chato Villalobos of
the Kansas City Police
Department said he
was heartened to see
so many residents like
Pantoja and Carlson
who have united in the
name of volunteerism.
“I’m
overwhelmed
with gratitude to see
so many people from
different organizations
come together to help
in a time of tragedy,”

Villalobos said.
Carlson
said
the
decision to help was
a no-brainer, and that
she is thankful to be in
a position to help those
in Mexico City and
Oaxaca.
“It is a gift to be
able to help,” she
said. “If you’re in a
position in your life
that you’re able to
help someone, you’re
a very lucky person.
This is a way of paying
back and showing that
I’m grateful for what I
have.”
The supplies left
Kansas City on Oct. 3
and are now on their
way to Mexico. For more
on how you can help
with other initiatives,
contact Coromac of the
Westside CAN Center
at (816) 842-1298.

“Es un regalo poder ayudar”

The September earthquake killed scores of people and damageed homes and collapsed many buildings in Mexico
City and nearby states. The quake had a magnitude of 7.1 and was centered near the Puebla state town of Raboso,
about 76 miles southeast of Mexico City.

El terremoto de septiembre mató a cientos de personas y dañó casas y derrumbó muchos edificios en la
ciudad de México y estados cercanos. El terremoto tuvo una magnitud de 7.1 y su epicentro fue cerca del
pueblo de Raboso, en Puebla, a unos 76 kilómetros al sureste de la Ciudad de México.
CONT./PÁGINA 1

cabo una campaña de
suministros de socorro,
para los afectados por
el mortal terremoto
que sacudió a México
el mes pasado. Según
Jorge
Coromac,
director del Centro
Westside CAN, dijo
que, específicamente,
México solicitó ayuda
para las víctimas. Las
organizaciones
han
estado en comunicación
con una sección del
Club Rotario en México
para
coordinar
los
esfuerzos y llevar los
suministros a las áreas
afectadas y entregarlos
a los necesitados.
"El
Club
Rotario
también
tiene
voluntarios dispuestos
a donar camiones y
transporte",
señaló
Coromac. "Nos envían
reportes sobre lo que
está sucediendo allí".
Los
rotarios
han
comunicado
la
necesidad de tiendas
de
campaña,
sillas
de
ruedas,
jabón,
desodorantes
y
suministros femeninos
de
higiene,
dijo
Coromac, y que "todo lo

que están pidiendo, les
estamos suministrando.
Estamos muy contentos
de ver la respuesta
local".
Aquellos
que
atendieron el llamado
para ayudar a empacar
materiales el 2 de
octubre y prepararlos
para su envío, incluyen
al residente de la
localidad,
Cosme
Pantoja,
quien
dijo
que hay mucho que
hacer para ayudar a
las comunidades en
México a reconstruirse
después del desastre
natural. Pantoja calificó
la situación actual de
"fea", pero dijo que
se siente bien con los
esfuerzos de ayuda por
parte de personas del
área metropolitana.
La residente local,
Marni Carlson, dijo que
ella también se sentía
obligada
a
ofrecer
su tiempo después
de ver un video en
Facebook que instó a
los voluntarios a dar un
paso al frente.
“No
tengo
ni
idea de la magnitud
de
la
necesidad”,
admitió Carlson. Es
increíble ver el flujo de

apoyo. Espero que le
consigamos a la gente
lo que necesita. Muchos
de mis conciudadanos
son de México, y quiero
ayudarles como pueda".
Carlson,
ex
voluntaria de la Cruz
Roja Americana, dijo
que viajó a Nueva
Orleáns después de
que el huracán Katrina
demoliera
partes
de Crescent City, en
2005. Dijo que, tanto
el huracán como el
reciente terremoto, le
inculcaron una nueva
gratitud por lo que
tiene, así como una
necesidad de ayudar a
otros a reconstruir sus
vidas.
"Mi casa está en pie,
mis hijos están bien",
dijo. "Puedo ir a casa
a una cama cómoda,
jabón
y
comida.
Nosotros damos mucho
por sentado".
Chato Villalobos, del
Departamento de Policía
de Kansas City, dijo que
estaba emocionado al
ver a tantos residentes
como
Pantoja
y
Carlson, quienes se
unieron en nombre del
voluntariado.

"Estoy tan agradecido
de
ver
a
tanta
gente de diferentes
organizaciones reunirse
para ayudar en un
tiempo de tragedia",
dijo Villalobos.
Carlson, dijo que la
decisión de ayudar fue
una obviedad, y que
ella está agradecida de
estar en una postura de
poder ayudar a aquellos
en la Ciudad de México
y Oaxaca.
"Es un regalo poder
ayudar",
dijo.
"Si
estás en una posición
en tu vida en la que
tienes la capacidad
de ayudar a alguien,
eres una persona muy
afortunada. Ésta es una
manera de retribuir y
demostrar que estoy
agradecida por lo que
tengo".
Los
suministros
dejaron Kansas City el
3 de octubre y ahora
están de camino a
México.
Para
más
información sobre cómo
puede ayudar con otras
iniciativas, comuníquese
con Coromac, en el
Centro Westside CAN al
(816) 842-1298.
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BEAUTIFUL HISTORIC HOME
FOR SALE

CLASIFICADOS • CLASSIFIEDS

KCHispanicNews.com

Education

Full-Time and PartTime Faculty and Staff
Career Opportunities
at
https://jobs.mcckc.edu

Three-story, 4 BR 4 ½ baths Kitchen,
Dinning room, Family room, Many
up-grades inside and out, 3 car detach
garage, Full basement.
Sits on nearly ½ acre with beautiful lawn
and trees
A MUST TO SEE
(WON’T LAST LONG)
At the corner of
1719 E. 75th St. KCMO

Call Lessie 816-985-8496
HELP WANTED
- CONCRETE FINISHERS
& FORMAN NEEDED -

This is a full time position with overtime
available. Benefits offered. We will pay top
dollar for experienced concrete employees.
Qualifications: 2 Years residential Concrete
experience, Must get along with people,
Be a hard worker. Please call our office
at 816-326-7387 and ask for Tim.

SE BUSCA
- TERMINADORES DE CONCRETO
Y JEFE DE ALBAñil Este es un puesto de tiempo completo
con tiempo extra disponible. Se ofrecen
prestaciones. Tenemos un excelente pago
para eampleados experimentados en
concreto. Cualificación: 2 años de experiencia
en concreto residencial. Facliidad de trato
con otras personas. Buen trabajador.
Por favor, llame a nuestras oficinas al
816-326-7387 y pregunte por Tim.

Looking for
Office Space and Furnished?
In the Heart of

Kansas City’s Westside & On the Blvd

EOE/M/F/V/Disabled

WATER AEROBICS/SWIM
INSTRUCTOR
(RECREATION DIRECTOR)
(Job Opening ID #507383)
Part-time position available
with the Parks and Recreation
Department, Tony Aguirre
Community Center, 2050 W.
Pennway. Normal Work Days/
Hours: Monday - Friday, 5:30
p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Leads and
coordinates swim lessons
for youth and adults and/
or conducting a variety of
water exercise classes at an
assigned community center
or other recreational facility.
Assists in the day-to-day
activities at assigned locations
or programs. Contributes
to planning, promoting and
leading individuals and groups
in a variety of aquatics activities.
Assists in conducting special
recreation activities. Maintains
discipline
in
recreation
facilities and on indoor and
outdoor recreation areas.
Issues, receives, and maintains
recreation equipment used in
recreation activities. Maintains
and
completes
accurate
records and logs. May act as a
lead worker. Performs related
duties as required. REQUIRES
an
accredited
Bachelor's
degree in recreation, physical
education or other related
area of specialization; OR
an equivalent combination
of
qualifying
education
and
experience.
Must
pass
a
pre-employment
drug screen as prescribed
by the City. Preference
given to candidates with
WSI, Lifeguard, WaterArt,
CPO, or other aquatics
related certifications. Salary
Range:
$18.24-$28.86/hour.
Application
Deadline:
October 16, 2017. Apply
online at www.kcmo.gov/
careers. EOE. The City of
Kansas City, Missouri is an
equal opportunity employer
committed to a diverse
workforce.

Visit us
on...

Visítanos
en...

We have space for you @
La Galeria’s home to KC Hispanic News

Small businesses welcome

If you are an Insurance agency, attorney or another
type of business don’t look any further
Call Today 816-506-1421
Contact Joe Arce - Reasonable rates
2918 Southwest Blvd. Kansas

City, MO 64108

Kansas City
Hispanic
News

ASSISTANT TO THE DISTRICT ENGINEER
KANSAS CITY
The Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) is seeking applications
for the Assistant to the District Engineer in Kansas City, Missouri. This position assists the district engineer in all elements of management of the district
operations with primary responsibility for direct supervision of the administrative
functions and units including human resources, information systems, risk management, support services, facilities operations, and budget and business plan
development.
Requirements include a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration, Human
Resources, Accounting, or related field. Over nine years of progressively responsible experience in positions providing extensive exposure to functions such as
human resources administration, accounting, resource/budget management, or
other job related areas is required. MoDOT offers an excellent compensation
package.
To view the entire job description and apply on-line, please visit our website
www.modot.org/jobs (Job ID #9961). The deadline to apply for this position is
October 17, 2017.
Equal Employment Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer, M/F/D/V

OPENING FOR
SALES PERSON

KC Hispanic News
Newspaper
is seeking a Sales Person to join our sales
team.
This person must have advertising
experience in the metro and within the
Latino market. Bi-lingual is a major Plus *
Commission Driven
Possible to work from home
if you are the right person
Contact Joe Arce @

816-506-1421

Email resume to
joearce@kchispanicnews.com
EOE

PUBLISHER/PRESIDENT
(Editor/Presidente)
Jose “Joe” Arce
VICE PRESIDENT
(Vicepresidente)
Ramona Arce
EDITOR (Editor)
Jose Faus
REPORTERS/WRITERS
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Debra DeCoster, Jose Faus,
Jerry LaMartina

DESIGN/LAYOUT
(Diseño Editorial/Diagramación)
Janneth-B Rodríguez
Gemma Tornero
SPANISH TRANSLATION
(Traducción a español)
Gemma Tornero
STUDENT INTERN
(Becario)
Marco Holguin
Jose Muñiz
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KC Chiefs awarded Pedro Zamora the NFL Hispanic
Heritage Leadership Award

W

hat a night for
Monday Night
Football
as
the Kansas City Chiefs
versus the Washington
Redskins. During the
pregame ceremony on
the field, the Kansas City
Chiefs honored Pedro
Zamora, the Executive
Director of the Hispanic
Economic Development
Corporation, as the
recipient of the NFL
Hispanic
Heritage
Leadership
Award.
The Chiefs along with
Chairman and CEO
Clark Hunt were on
hand to congratulate
Zamora.
The NFL and the
Hispanic
Heritage
Foundation
have
partnered
for
the
seventh annual NFL
Hispanic
Heritage
Leadership
Awards
during
the
2017
celebration of Hispanic
Heritage Month. The
awards
recognize
the contributions of
Hispanic leaders in each
NFL market.
Zamora is a seasoned
executive with over
30 years of leadership
and
management
experience from both
the
corporate
forprofit
and
not-forprofit worlds. He was

appointed the Executive
Director of the Hispanic
Economic Development
Corporation
of
Greater Kansas City
(HEDC) on April 1,
2015. An enthusiastic
entrepreneurial
leader,
he
has
established
strengths
in strategic planning,
fundraising
and
financial management,
product and program
introduction, marketing,
organizational transition
management,
and
board development.
As part of the award,
each recipient selects
an
organization
of
their choice that serves
the
local
Hispanic
community to receive a
$2,000 donation. This
year, Zamora has chosen
the Greater Kansas City
Hispanic Development
Fund
Scholarship
Program to receive the
donation.
For Zamora being a
recipient of the NFL
Hispanic
Heritage
Foundation Leadership
Award
he
couldn’t
help to say, “I thought
really, why?
When I
mentioned it to my wife
Helen, my sons and a
few close friends they
listed many reasons,
but one they all had

in common was I have
always been willing to
listen and take a chance
to find a solution for
our
neighbors
and
community. Last night
all I could do is let it sink
in and pray to myself
how lucky I am and
thank my family for all
their support.
Zamora
added,
“While talking with
Clark Hunt before the
awards
presentation,
he made a point to say
to me … “you have to
take the risk to help
others and if I didn’t
do it we cannot make
change for the good of
others. ... “I’ve heard
this my whole life from
my grandparents, my
parents and family. So
I stopped thinking why
I was nominated and in
my heart acknowledged
the great team at HEDC
who are committed
to work and to make
change for the good of
others! Go Chiefs.”
Established
by
the White House in
1987,
the
Hispanic
Heritage
Foundation
is an award-winning
nonprofit organization
that identifies, inspires,
prepares and positions
Latino leaders in the
classroom, community

Just before kickoff between the Kansas City Chiefs and the Washington Redskins
owner Clark Hunt presented the Hispanic Heritage Leadership award to Pedro Zamora
for his contributions to Kansas City. His wife Helen joined him at Arrowhead stadium
for the special presentation.
and workforce to meet
America’s
priorities.
Hispanic
Heritage
Foundation is a 501(c)(3)
focused on assisting “a
Latino to help hundreds
more” through a unique
cycle of leadership built
on a high-profile, yearround continuum of
sustainable
programs
including the Hispanic
Heritage Youth Awards,

Latinos On Fast Track,
Hispanic
Heritage
Awards
and
Public
Awareness Campaigns.
The Hispanic Heritage
Foundation promotes
cultural
pride,
accomplishment
and
the great promise of
the community through
public
awareness
campaigns seen by
millions.

Previously recipient,
Mayra Aguirre (2016),
Irene Caudillo (2015),
David Chavez (2014),
Juan Sepúlveda (2013),
Ramón Murguía (2012)
and CiCi Rojas (2011)
have been recognized
as the Chiefs local
NFL Hispanic Heritage
Leadership
Award
winners.

one thing is crystal clear.
Injuries are going to
decide the fate of most
teams down the stretch,
just ask the Oakland
Raiders.
Those teams capable
of overcoming their
injuries will have a great
chance to take the crown
at the end of the year.
The Chiefs are proving
themselves
resilient
enough to be there at
the end.
The next game will

prove to be crucial as all
games are. The Houston
Texans are flying high
with rookie quarterback
Deshaun Watson putting
up some impressive
numbers. The Texans’
defense
has
always
been a bear and there is
no reason to think they
won’t be playing with a
chip on their shoulders
following recent games
between the two teams.
Should the Chiefs win
this game and come out

unscathed, they will be
sitting comfortably at
the top of the division
with a good enough
resume to take to the big
game. But like the book
says, “It was the best of
times. It was the worst
of time.” You are hoping
that these are the best
of times for a team to
finally come out of their
48-year wandering in
the playoff wilderness.

JOSE

FAUS

It’s in the book

I

t was the best of
halves it was the
worst of halves. The
crowds that filled the
stadium brought a level
of
enthusiasm
that
rocked the venerable
bowl. A sea of red
filled television screens
across the land some no
doubt anticipating the
crowning of the home
team as the best team
in the land. The Atlanta
Falcons lost Sunday
leaving
the
Chiefs
with the target of only
undefeated team,
Washington,
which
knocked off the Oakland
Raiders the week before
in a convincing mauling,
brought an aggressive
style to the game. They
were not coming to
Arrowhead as spectators
to the ceremonies. They
took the game to the
Chiefs quickly and before
the end of the first half
held a 10-0 lead. They
were dominant and the
defense looked like they
would wipe the winners
grin off the Chiefs and
their fans faces in front of
a nationwide audience.
On the first possession,
Washington
gave
notice with a resolute
opening drive capped
off by a gorgeous 44yard touchdown pass
from quarterback Kirk
Cousins to Terrelle Pryor.
The play took on more
significance when Pryor
beat out Marcus Peters
for the ball. On offense,
the Chiefs suffered a big
blow when starting right
guard Laurent DuvernayTardiff went down with a
leg injury.
This made an already
suspect
line
more
vulnerable considering
that center Mitch Morse
and left guard Parker
Ehinger were sidelined
by injuries. Alex Smith
paid the price with four
sacks on the night. At
one point you could feel
that the team was sliding
from bad to worse yet

D E P O R T E S
the score held at 10-0.
The team’s fortunes
turned
when
Smith
directed a masterful
multi-play drive that is
becoming the staple of
the team. They began to
turn when Smith hit tight
end Travis Kelcey on a
beautiful
touchdown
pass making the score
10-7 at the half.
And then there was
the moment that any
lifelong
Chiefs
fan
dreads the most. Rookie
kicker Harrison Butker
came in with a chance
to tie the game before
the end of the half. This
would be his first field
goal attempt in the NFL
after replacing starting
kicker
Cairo
Santos
sidelined with a groin
injury.
In predictable fashion,
Butker’s
kick
sailed
wide left. It appeared
at that moment that the
game would have to be
decided by the offense
without the aide of the
kicker. As a Chiefs’ fan
you just know that if
there is a way to break
someone’s heart the
kicker will be the one to
do it.
But you know this
game offers redemption,
think
of
that
first
offensive play of the
season when unheralded
rookie Kareem Hunt took
the ball on his first touch
and fumbled. Look at
Hunt now, an all-star
candidate one quarter
of the way through the
season,
approaching
records no rookie has
a right to expect in the
modern NFL. Butker
took his place on the
sideline as the coaches
worked him to put the
past in the past. You get
a second chance in this
game.
The
third
quarter
proved that as the
Chiefs’ offense came
alive and began to
dominate taking 13
minutes of possession
in the quarter. Smith was
stellar again proving that
he is playing some of the

best football of his career
since that ill-starred San
Francisco sojourn when
his play helped take the
49rs to the Super Bowl
till an injury led to his
replacement by Colin
Kaepernick.
Smith’s
night
was
impressive completing
27 of 37 passes for
293 yards and one
touchdown
pass,
complimented
with
running score on an
option. He scrambled
for 56 years on seven
carries. And he threw
accurately on the run,
hitting Albert Wilson
on a critical play late in
the fourth quarter that
set up the winning field
goal.
Yes, the wining field
goal. Butker came in
to the game with time
running out and kicked
a 43-yarder to seal the
deal. His night was a
fitting cap to a game
that proved to be hard
hitting and not so pretty
yet entertaining all the
way through.
You can’t say the Chiefs
stole this game, though
you could not blame
Washington for feeling
that way. No, the Chiefs
won this game because
they have been the most
consistent in their play.
Big contributions from
many players, continues
to be the norm.
It is a pleasant surprise
to see Albert Wilson
making a difference in
the game - he ended
with four catches for
62 yards, including a
crucial
37-yard-catch
that set up the winning
field goal. He also used
his hands to salvage a
tipped ball that could
have turned the team’s
fortune if Washington
had recovered.
All in all the Chiefs are
proving that the winning
formula is to simply play
your game with faith that
someone will step up
and make the needed
plays. This is going to
be crucial going into
the rest of the season as
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Democratic Caucus Wants to Help Hispanic/
Latino Voters Feel their Power
By L. Yvonne Bruner

“As second generation,
I feel that my peers, as
well as third and fourth
generation
Hispanics,
are not aware of what
is going on in politics
today, or about the
issues that will directly
affect them, “ Ruiz said.
“People who could vote
are not registering and
not going out to vote.
There are counties where
the Hispanic population
is large enough to sway
local elections.
The
Caucus must reach out
to these counties and
make sure that Hispanics
become engaged.”
Ruiz has long been
concerned about the
failure of Hispanics in
Kansas to take political
action on issues that
deeply affect them. He
told Hispanic News that
this concern is as urgent
today as it was following
the 2014 elections when
on January 13, 2015,
the Kansas City Star
published an Opinion he
wrote.
In that Opinion, Mr.
Ruiz
indicated
that
less than 15 percent of
eligible Latino voters
showed up to vote in
the November 2014
election, and thanked
them for doing so. Ruiz
continued, “To the other
85 percent who decided
to … find a reason to
not make it to the polls,
‘Gracias por Nada.’” He
ended the Opinion by
stating:
“The Latino/
Hispanic electorate has
been referred to as the
‘sleeping giant.’
This
last November, the giant
opened an eye, took

another sleeping pill,
rolled over and fell back
asleep. What do we do
and where do we go
now? Wake up, wipe the
sleep from our eyes, get
busy, get involved and
make a difference…”
During the Caucus
meeting, new interim
officers were elected. Ruiz
said he is looking to the
new Caucus leadership
to help make a difference
in the November 2017
local elections and the
2018 national election
by helping to energize
Latinos and Hispanics
throughout the state of
Kansas.
Gabriel Castilla, newly
elected Acting Chair of
the Caucus, enumerated
several of the goals the
Caucus will be striving
to achieve under the
new leadership.
“We
plan to open Democratic
Hispanic Caucuses in
every county that has a
Democratic organization
[65 of the 105 counties]
and
help
organize
the others. We will
emphasize counties with
the highest Hispanic
populations to increase
voter registration and
voter education.
We
want to become a strong
voice in the Democratic
Party,” Castilla said.
Other Caucus officers
elected at the meeting
were Aleria Tapia, Acting
Vice-Chair, and Rachele
Wors, Acting Secretary.
All officers were elected
on an “Acting” basis until
the full body can meet to
confirm their election.

Social Security Matters
by AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor Russell
Gloor Association of Mature
American Citizens

Ask Rusty Government Pension
Offset (GPO)
Dear Rusty:
Several years ago the
husband of a friend of
mine died before he
collected any of his Social
Security. She applied for
widow benefits from his
Social Security, but she
was told that because she
had never paid into Social
Security and because
she had a pension from
her employer, she was
not eligible to draw
survivor's benefits on his
Social Security. What
has this got to do with
her not getting his Social
Security? Please help us
understand this.
Signed:
Helpful Friend
Dear Helpful: It sounds
as though your friend's
survivor
benefits
are
affected by something
called the Government
Pension Offset (GPO).
The GPO affects people
who have a pension from
employment which did
not contribute to Social
Security, such as a State or

KC Upward Mobility Summit
October 12, 2017

O

T

he
Democratic
Party of Kansas
held its annual
“DemFest” in Wichita
on September 29 and
30.
Party officials,
including the Democratic
Party
Chair,
John
Gibson,
met
with
Executive
Committee
representatives
from
most counties in Kansas,
along with numerous
volunteers engaged in
the serious business
of helping to organize
registered voters in their
districts, and to register
others.
Since the conference
was
focused
largely
on
Democratic
organizational business,
there was little discussion
of issues except in the
Caucus meetings, which
focused on issues specific
to the groups. Copies
of the Democratic Party
Platform were made
available, along with a
Press Release addressing
the Kansas Democratic
Party’s
position
on
Trump’s Termination of
DACA.
“Trump’s termination
of the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals
program runs counter to
the moral character and
economic interests of
Kansas and the nation…”
the Release stated. “An
estimated 6,800 DACA
recipients call Kansas
home and contribute
nearly $336 million to
our state’s annual GDP.
For many of them, it is
the only home they’ve
ever known. They are
everyday Kansans – our
neighbors, classmates,
nurses, and workers. …
Deporting them is not
just the wrong thing to
do, it is costly to Kansas’
future.”
The
Democratic
Hispanic Caucus was one
of many groups meeting
on Saturday. Louis Ruiz,
State Representative of
District 31 in Wyandotte
County, conducted the
meeting. He emphasized
that an important task for
the Caucus in the coming
months will be to help
the numerous Hispanic/
Latino
individuals
throughout Kansas to
engage in the political
process.

KCHispanicNews.com

local government agency,
a school system, college
or university, or even older
Federal employees who
were covered under the
Civil Service Retirement
System (CSRS).
Under
the GPO, Social Security
reduces
spousal
and
survivor's benefits by $2
for every $3 received from
a government pension.
This can partially, and
often totally, offset the
Social Security benefit a
person might otherwise be
entitled to. For example,
if your friend was entitled
to a Social Security
survivor benefit of $1,500
per month, and she is
receiving a civil service
pension of $3,000 per
month, she would get no
Social Security benefit
because 2/3rds of her
civil
service
pension
($2,000) is more than her
Social Security survivor's
benefit. This appears to
be what has happened in
your friend's case. Public
service employers who
don't participate in the
Social Security program
usually offer employees
an enhanced alternative
pension
program
designed
to
replace
Social Security benefits.
GPO was first enacted in
1977 in order to prevent
those employees from
"double
dipping"
by

receiving both a pension
from work where they did
not pay into the Social
Security
system
and
Social Security (which
they did not contribute to).
The Government Pension
Offset, as well as another
Social Security rule called
the Windfall Elimination
Provision (WEP), as you
can imagine, are not
very popular with those
affected by them. GPO
affectsa
non-covered
worker's
spousal and
survivor benefit, while
WEP affects a
noncovered worker's Social
Security
retirement
benefits and their spouse's
spousal benefit, but not
their spouse's
survivor

n October 12, The Latino
Coalition (TLC), the leading,
national non-partisan
advocacy organization representing
Hispanic businesses and consumers,
will host the Kansas City Upward
Mobility Summit at the National World
War I Museum and Memorial in
Kansas City, MO.
The summit will bring together
leading executives, small business
owners and government officials
to discuss economic policies
that can boost entrepreneurial
opportunities. The one-day event will
provide entrepreneurs with a series
of informative panels, key breakout
sessions, procurement meetings and
an opportunity to expand personal
and professional networks. Attendees
and speakers will discuss topics
including: the current federal
regulatory conditions to international
trade, and the unfolding tax reform
debate on Capitol Hill.

Prior summits have welcomed
speakers such as: Vice President
Mike Pence, US Treasurer Jovita
Carranza, US Secretary Wilbur Ross,
New Jersey Governor Chris Christie,
Mexican Ambassador to the United
States Gerónimo Gutiérrez, Antonio
Villaraigosa Candidate for California
Governor, Presidential Candidate Mitt
Romney and US Senator Marco Rubio
to name a few.   
Agenda:
7:00 am - 7:45 am:
Breakfast & Registration
8:00 am - 9:00 am:
Opening Session
9:15 am - 10:15 am:
Small Business Administration Panel
10:30 am - 11:30 am:
Town Hall Meeting
For more information visit our website
at; thelatinocoalition.com

Taking Opioid
Companies to Task
by U.S. Senator
Claire McCaskill
“Start them high and hope they
don’t die,” is how an employee
at Insys, a major U.S. opioid
manufacturer, described one of
his company’s unofficial slogans
according to legal documents.
That’s horrifying. At a time when
drug addictions and overdoses
are skyrocketing and Missouri
families in communities across
our state are being ripped apart,
I’m committed to getting to the
bottom of what companies like
Insys did to fuel this national
epidemic and public health crisis.
Back in March, I launched an
investigation into some of the
top opioid manufacturers in our
country. I requested information
on their sales and marketing
practices, how much money
they’re giving to outside lobbying
groups, internal estimates of the
risk of addiction from their drugs,
and more.
I recently released my first
report from this investigation
and it contains some shocking
information.
In one instance, an Insys
employee was trying to get
approval for a woman named
Sarah Fuller to get a powerful
opioid. The Insys employee lied
by saying she was “with the
doctor’s office,” and implied that
benefit.
Despite
their
unpopularity these are,
nevertheless,
existing
laws which affect Social
Security benefits for those
receiving a pension from
work in which they did
not contribute to Social
Security.
The trend
appears to be that more
and more public service
employers
are
now
participating in the Social
Security program. Even
the Federal Government,
which prior to 1984
didn't participate in the
Social Security program,
switched to a retirement
system called the Federal
Employee
Retirement
System (FERS) which now
requires employees to pay
into Social Security and,
thus, be eligible for Social
Security benefits. Federal
employees covered under

Sarah needed the opioid because
she had extreme pain caused by
cancer—the only symptom this
drug was approved to treat.
In reality Sarah didn’t even have
cancer. She eventually got the
opioid prescription, and later died
after an apparent overdose.
I asked Sarah’s mom to share
her tragic story with a group of
Senators this month. I also invited
Jeffrey Buchalter, an Army veteran
whose doctor was paid tens of
thousands of dollars by Insys and
far overprescribed opioids to
Jeffrey. I was so proud of them
for having the courage to share
their harrowing stories. By shining
a light on experiences like theirs
and exposing the malicious—and
perhaps illegal—actions of some
of these companies, we can
figure out what led to the opioid
epidemic we have today and
make sure that what happened to
Sarah and Jeffrey doesn’t happen
to other families in Missouri and
across the country.
As I continue my investigation, I
promise I will do everything I can
to expose what companies are
doing to fuel this crisis and hold
them accountable—and I’ll be
sure to keep you updated every
step of the way.
U.S. Senator Claire McCaskill
is a former Jackson County
Prosecutor and Missouri State
Auditor.

FERS, and public service
employees with a pension
from an employer who
participates in Social
Security, are not affected
by
the
Government
Pension
Offset.
For
information, the Social
Security
Fairness
Act
of 2017 (H.R. 1205
and S.915) proposes
to eliminate both the
GPO and the WEP, and
has been referred to
appropriate committees
in both the House and
the Senate, but there is
currently no estimated
probability of passage.
The
information
presented in this article
is intended for general
information
purposes
only. The opinions and
interpretations expressed
are the viewpoints of
the AMAC Foundation's

Social Security Advisory
staff,
trained
and
accredited
under
the
National Social Security
Advisors
program
of
the
National
Social
Security
Association,
LLC (NSSA). NSSA, the
AMAC Foundation, and
the Foundation's Social
Security Advisors are not
affiliated with or endorsed
by the United States
Government, the Social
Security Administration,
or
any
other
state
government. Furthermore,
the AMAC Foundation
and its staff do not provide
legal
or
accounting
services. The Foundation
welcomes
questions
from readers regarding
Social Security issues. To
submit a request, contact
the Foundation at info@
amacfoundation.org.
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“WHITE HOUSE
FADING STAR”

I

By Raoul Lowery Contreras
f one is inclined to declare
economic “war” on China
because Chinese goods permeate
every cubic inch of America’s
marketplace that has induced an
accompanying 2016 trade deficit
with China of $309.6 billion, one
has an ally, a champion in the White
House and I don’t mean President
Trump.
The champion is Harvard PhD,
University of California Irvine
economics/business professor Peter
Navarro.
He also writes profusely on myriad
subjects of trade, economics and
bitter self-published books ascribing
his total failure as a political
candidate in San Diego, California,
where he has run for city council,
county supervisor, Mayor and for the
U.S. Congress -- to others, never to
himself.
Navarro, who is not Hispanic, tried
to corral Hispanic support in his many
unsuccessful San Diego campaigns for
office by, among other efforts, inviting
this writer to participate in Navarro’s
self-produced public access cable
program financed by family money.
He invited me to participate in his
weekly “Sunday-type” punditry, me
being the first ever Hispanic on his
show. Didn’t matter, I never voted for
him.
Buried in a tenured professorship
(where 36% of students are of
Chinese or other Asian origin) and
a political career that never passed
muster at the ballot box, his published
tirades against China and Mexico
came to candidate Trump’s attention.
His career peaked when Donald
Trump won the Presidency and
promptly appointed Navarro, whom
he had never met or spoken to, to the
White House post of Director of The
Office of Trade and Manufacturing
Policy. Navarro is, like Trump, a trade
hardliner. They both express beliefs
that China is a bandit trader and is
undermining American business and
manufacturing; ditto Mexico and
NAFTA.
Navarro and President Trump have
been so close in thinking that reports
from the White House have the
President looking around at meetings
asking, “Where is my Peter?” when
Navarro isn’t present.
Chief of
Staff John Kelly has moved Navarro’s
stand-alone-office to the National
Economic Council (NEC). Will we
ever hear from Navarro again?
He now reports to NEC Director
Gary Cohn who believes in “free
trade.” That conflicts with Navarro’s
theories of revenge on China and
protectionism. Navarro’s ability to
walk in on President Trump whenever
he felt like is over, he can’t walk into
the President’s office at will without
going through Chief of Staff Kelly. So,

say White House reports.
Navarro to “Politico” -- “I’m a chain
of command guy and will follow Chief
Kelly’s orders…the chief has assured
me I will continue to have the same
seat and voice at the president’s
decision-making table.” Navarro’s
voice is, in the view of some, lacking
in logic, facts and long-range view. Is
that General Kelly’s view, as well?
The resignation of Presidential
Counsel Steve Bannon has isolated
Navarro and his hardline views on
China and Mexico to a handful of
allies. In fact, Presidential Senior
Advisor Stephen Miller is about
the only Pre-inauguration ally left.
Mike Wessel, commissioner on the
U.S.-China Economic and Security
Review Commission, a Congressional
watchdog panel set up in 2000 who
has known Navarro for years says:
“I think this (Kelly’s transfer) is very
troubling because Peter was maybe
the last person in the White House
who was guardian of the president’s
economic and trade commitments
during the election.” Navarro’s
isolation is welcomed by many.
When will Peter Navarro resign?
His isolation by General Kelly and
cut-off of his contact with the President
shrinks his presence and ability to
advise the President. His stringent
put-tariffs-on-everything philosophy
does not protect American jobs, it just
makes merchandise more expensive
to the American consumer. Navarro
believes that one should punish
China and Mexico because of trade
deficits we have with them. He does
not mention that we have trade
deficits with almost every country we
trade with. From tiny countries like
Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Africa’s
Camaroon, Denmark, the Republic of
San Marino to much larger Russia,
trade deficits are the norm. While our
trade deficit with China is the largest,
the second largest is with Germany
and then Mexico. The U.S. does not
have trade agreements with China or
Germany.
One must ask the
learned Harvard PhD in Economics,
Peter Navarro, how does one work
to shrink or eliminate trade deficits,
by imposing tariffs or by arranging
mutually-beneficial rules of trade?
Punishing the American consumer isn’t
the answer. NEC Director Gary Cohn
and most White House staff know
that, Navarro doesn’t; that is why he
has essentially been demoted. That
demotion is good for the country.
Contreras is the author of “The
Armenian Lobby and U.S. Foreign
Policy” (Berkeley Press, 2017) and
“The Mexican Border: Immigration,
War and a Trillion Dollars in Trade”
(Floricanto Press, 2016); he formerly
wrote for the New York Times’ New
America News Service...
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