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Paying tribute to La política de separación familiar de Trump
a music legend está dejando a los niños en instalaciones de
Jimmy Gonzalez detención inhumanas, en violación de la ley

Trump’s Family Separation Policy is
leaving children in inhumane detention
facilities, in violation of the law

Jimmy Gonzalez was a master of Tejano music. His legacy
will live on through other musicians. David Tinoco (red
shirt) of Las Estrellas band said he admired him and also
was a fan of his music.
BY
JOE ARCE

F

or the family and friends
of James “Jimmy”
Gonzalez, losing him
last week was more
than difficult, he was the rock
of his family and the rock of
his band Jimmy Gonzalez and
Grupo Mazz.
This past Monday at the
Brownsville Events Center, the
Gonzalez family greeted fans

from across the country. Fans
lined up waiting to express
their respect and condolences
to the music man’s family and
his children. The visitation was
at 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. It was a
time to celebrate the life of a
musical legend.
The Brownville Herald
reports there are some
sweet sounds coming
down from heaven.
“There’s quite a band up
there right now,” said Tommy
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Families crossing the Mexico boarder illegally are risking not only their lives but the lives of their
children. Children are being separated from their parents. News reports said children are being
placed in inhumane detention facilities.

Las familias que cruzan la frontera de México ilegalmente están arriesgando no solo sus vidas sino
también las vidas de sus hijos. Los niños están siendo separados de sus padres. Los informes de las
noticias dicen que los niños están siendo colocados en instalaciones de detención inhumanas.

W

ashington, D.C. NBC News
informa que, como resultado de
la nueva política de separación
familiar de Trump, cientos de
niños están retenidos en estaciones fronterizas
en condiciones inadecuadas, especialmente
para niños, y más allá del período de tiempo
permitido por la ley.
En mayo, el Fiscal General Jeff Sessions
anunció que él, y Kirstjen Nielsen, del
Departamento de Seguridad Nacional
implementaron una política de “cero
tolerancia” sin precedentes, prometiendo
enjuiciar a todos los inmigrantes que cruzan la
frontera entre los puertos de entrada, lo que
provoca que los niños sean separados de sus

W

ashington, D.C. NBC News reports
that, as a result of Trump’s new
family separation policy, hundreds
of children are being held at border
stations in unsuitable conditions, especially for
children, and beyond the time period allowed
under the law.
In May, Attorney General Jeff Sessions
announced he and Department of Homeland
Security Kirstjen Nielsen implemented an
unprecedented “zero tolerance” policy,
vowing to prosecute all immigrants crossing
the border in between ports of entry,
resulting in children being taken from their
parents. The purpose is clear to deter families
seeking protection from violence or improved
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McCaskill hosts town hall meeting on immigration issue

McCaskill celebra una reunión de cabildo sobre el tema de inmigración
BY JOE ARCE &
CORBIN CRABLE

TRADUCE
GEMMA TORNERO

Exclusive In depth

Reportaje exclusivo a
profundidad

U

.S. Sen. Claire
McCaskill (D-Mo.),
jockeying for a third
term as the state’s
senior senator, visited with
a crowd of residents and
supporters at the Guadalupe
Centers this past weekend,
addressing the future of U.S.
immigration policy in the age
of President Donald Trump.
With five months until
the Nov. 6 Election Day,
McCaskill assured those in
attendance that she and her
colleagues in Washington
were doing their best to
protect immigrants and
to push the DREAM Act
through Congress despite
GOP roadblocks.
“I’ve been nurtured,
supported and lifted up by
so many in this community,”
she said after being
introduced by Guadalupe
Centers President and CEO
Cris Medina.
Joining McCaskill was
U.S. Sen. Catherine Cortez
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Two U.S. Senators, Claire McCaskill (D-Mo) and Catherine Cortez Mastro (D-Nev.), held a town hall
meeting on KC Westside neighborhood. Both expressed frustration when talking about immigration
issues. McCaskill knows firsthand the impact it’s having on her constituents and their families in her
district. McCaskill promised those at the meeting that she would fight for them and for the DREAM Act.
Dos senadoras de Estados Unidos, Claire McCaskill (D-Mo) y Catherine Cortez Mastro (D-Nev.), sostuvieron una
reunión de cabildo en el vecindario Westside de KC. Ambas expresaron su frustración al hablar sobre asuntos de
inmigración. McCaskill conoce de primera mano el impacto que está teniendo en sus electores y sus familias en su
distrito. McCaskill prometió a los presentes en la reunión que lucharía por ellos y por el DREAM Act.

a senadora
estadounidense Claire
McCaskill (D-Mo.),
quien está compitiendo
por un tercer mandato
como senadora principal del
estado, visitó a una multitud
de residentes y simpatizantes
en los Centros Guadalupe
el pasado fin de semana, ahí
abordó el tema del futuro
de la política de inmigración
de los Estados Unidos en la
era del Presidente Donald
Trump.
Faltando aún cinco meses
hasta el 6 de noviembre,
McCaskill aseguró a los
asistentes que ella y sus
colegas en Washington
estaban haciendo todo lo
posible para proteger a los
inmigrantes y promover el
DREAM Act en el Congreso,
a pesar de los bloqueos del
Partido Republicano.
“Muchos en esta
comunidad me han nutrido,
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padres. El propósito es claro,
y es para disuadir a las familias
que buscan protección
contra la violencia o mejores
oportunidades para sus
familias.
En tan solo las dos primeras
semanas, bajo la nueva
política de separación familiar
de Trump, 658 niños fueron
separados de sus padres. A
este ritmo, miles de niños
serán separados y puestos
bajo custodia del gobierno.
Cuando los niños son
separados de sus padres
por el DHS en la frontera,
la ley exige que el niño sea
transferido al cuidado y la
custodia del Departamento
de Salud y Servicios Humanos
(HHS, por sus siglas en inglés)
dentro de las primeras 72
horas. Actualmente, HHS
tiene 11,200 camas para
cuidar a estos niños, muy
por debajo del número
necesario para manejar casos
existentes, así como también
el gran aumento inmediato
en la cantidad de niños que
necesitan cuidado y custodia
como resultado de la nueva
política de separación familiar
de Trump.
A medida que aumenta
el número de niños que son
separados de sus padres, los
lugares para cuidarlos se están
llenando. Como resultado, de
acuerdo con la denuncia de
NBC News, los niños quedan
en condiciones inseguras en
las estaciones fronterizas más
de lo necesario y en violación
de la ley.
Casi 300 de los 550 niños
actualmente detenidos en
las estaciones fronterizas de
los Estados Unidos, habían
pasado más de 72 horas allí,
el límite de tiempo para que
los inmigrantes de cualquier
edad permanezcan en las
instalaciones temporales
del gobierno. Casi la
mitad de esos 300 niños
son menores de 12 años,
según el documento, lo que
significa que el Departamento
de Seguridad Nacional
los clasifica como “niños
pequeños”.
Además, NBC News
informa que los funcionarios
del gobierno recorrerán las
bases militares la próxima
semana para considerar el
uso de las instalaciones, y
poder manejar el volumen de

niños separados creado por la
nueva política de Trump.
Esto levanta el espectro de
abuso y maltrato. El senador
Jeff Merkley (D-OR) en una
entrevista con Chris Hayes, de
MSNBC, describió el horror
de ver a niños encerrados en
“perreras” en una estación
de la Patrulla Fronteriza, en
Texas. En un tuit vinculado a la
entrevista de Hayes, Merkley
dijo: “Mi visita al centro de
procesamiento de McAllen fue
una experiencia angustiosa.
Los niños estaban en jaulas. La
gente estaba angustiada. Los
niños fueron arrancados de
los brazos de sus padres. Es
inconcebible que los estemos
tratando de esta manera”.
Un informe reciente de la
ACLU, basado en una revisión
de los documentos FOIAed
DHS, describe las horribles
condiciones y el abuso en
los centros de detención
fronterizos entre 2009 y 2014:
Los informes de primera
mano,` y los informes internos
del gobierno documentaron
terribles condiciones de
detención: niños detenidos
en habitaciones heladas,
sin mantas, comida o
agua potable; obligados
a dormir en pisos de
concreto o compartir celdas
superpobladas con extraños
adultos; negándoles la
atención médica necesaria;
intimidándolos para firmar
papeleo de auto deportación;
y sujetos a asalto físico y
sexual mientras están bajo
custodia de CBP.
A principios de este mes,
el Consejo de Administración
de la Sociedad Tonantzin de
Topeka, Kansas, emitió una
declaración muy crítica del
maltrato de inmigrantes que
dice: La Junta de la Sociedad
Tonantzin está muy alarmada
y consternada por el continuo
maltrato de mexicanos,
centroamericanos y otros
inmigrantes y refugiados por
el Servicio de Inmigración
y Control de Aduanas (ICE,
por sus siglas en inglés), el
Departamento de Seguridad
Nacional (DHS, por sus
siglas en inglés) y nuevos y
más severos mandatos del
Departamento de Justicia
(DOJ, por sus siglas en
inglés). Todos los días,
leemos informes basados 
en hechos de bebés y niños
separados de sus familias
una vez que cruzan la brutal

infraestructura fronteriza hacia
los Estados Unidos. Como
resultado, los niños están muy
traumatizados, las mujeres
se convierten en víctimas
de abuso sexual o suicidio y
los hombres son incapaces
de reconstruir a sus familias.
Su único “crimen” es buscar
una mejor forma de vida y,
en muchos casos, escapar de
países muy peligrosos donde
sus vidas a menudo están en
peligro. Desde la creación
de ICE, en 2003, lo que
percibimos como violaciones
de los derechos humanos en
los Estados Unidos se han
vuelto cada vez más audaces
y flagrantes. ¿Dónde está la
justicia y la humanidad que
Estados Unidos audazmente
niega a otras naciones?
La violencia multifacética
contra los mexicanos tiene
una historia corrosiva que se
remonta a los siglos XVIII y
XIX, con colonialistas robando
tierras de mexicanos (incluso
después de que los mexicanos
obtuvieron la ciudadanía
estadounidense) en lugares
como California y Texas,
dejando a los mexicanos
colgando de los árboles. La
historia revela otros ejemplos
de mexicanos utilizados
como chivos expiatorios, lo
que condujo a repatriaciones
forzosas durante la época de
la Depresión.
Los perfiles raciales
durante la Depresión fueron
testigos de cómo los Méxiconorteamericanos, obligados a
subir a los autobuses y trenes,
eran enviados “de vuelta a
México”. ¿Su verdadero lugar
de nacimiento? California. El
Programa Bracero de 1940
creó profundos abusos a
los trabajadores agrícolas
mexicanos. Bajo salario,
condiciones de trabajo
horribles, sin beneficios,
afectan a muchos trabajadores
agrícolas hasta el día de hoy.
Como una organización
comunitaria, ligada a una
declaración de misión que
incluye la justicia social,
entendemos que, por
siglos la separación familiar
también se ha utilizado
como una herramienta para
deshumanizar y traumatizar
a los nativos americanos y
negros durante la esclavitud.
Sistemáticamente, las
personas de color fueron
y son consideradas
“indignas” para tener los
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mismos derechos que
los estadounidenses de
origen europeo. Mientras
que los mexicanos y los
centroamericanos son
indígenas del continente,
son tratados peor que
los inmigrantes cuyos
antepasados se establecieron
en los Estados Unidos a través
de la ruta de Ellis Island.
Al analizar la incapacidad
del Congreso para aprobar
una reforma migratoria justa
y humana, no nos suscribimos
al etiquetado de uno u
otro partido político como
exclusivamente culpable.
Ambas partes son culpables, y
comparten la responsabilidad
de los métodos crueles y
brutales utilizados para
detener y albergar a
inmigrantes y refugiados.
Si bien el número de niños,
mujeres y hombres detenidos
y deportados crece, también
lo hace una gran cantidad de
abusos contra los detenidos
por parte de los empleados
del centro de detención.
Las ganancias obtenidas, a
través de la miseria infligida
en los centros de detención,
deberían ser detestables
para cualquier ser humano.
También debemos reconocer
la geopolítica de los Estados
Unidos en México y América
Central. La huida de los más
pobres de América Latina
se produce a través de la
desestabilización de sus
gobiernos por parte de los
Estados Unidos, la injerencia
en elecciones democráticas,
las guerras de drogas fallidas
y las intervenciones militares.
Mientras que los medios
dominantes, el público y
los políticos juegan el viejo
juego de la culpa, abordamos
este tema teniendo en
cuenta nuestra humanidad
compartida. La depravación
al tratar a las personas como
animales, bienes muebles,
cualquier cosa que no sean
seres humanos con derechos
y protecciones innatas parece
estar creciendo. Nuestra
organización continuará
asociándose con grupos de
Kansas y en todo Estados
Unidos, avanzando en formas
que desafíen el sistema de
status quo roto.
Ur Jaddou, Director
de DHS Watch, un nuevo
proyecto de America’s Voice
dijo, “La Administración
Trump ha implementado
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opportunities for their family.
In just the first two weeks
under Trump’s new family
separation policy 658 children
have been taken from parents.
At this rate, thousands of
children will be separated
and placed in government
custody.
When children are taken
from parents by DHS at the
border, the law requires that
the child be transferred to
the care and custody of the
Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) within
72 hours. Currently, HHS
has 11,200 beds to care for
such children, well below the
number needed to handle
existing cases as well as the
vast and immediate increase
in the number of children in
need of care and custody as
a result of Trump’s new family
separation policy.
As the number of children
being taken from their parents
increases, the places to
care for them are becoming
overwhelmed. As a result,
according to the expose by
NBC News, children are left
in unsafe conditions at border
stations longer than necessary
and in violation of the law.
Nearly 300 of the 550
children currently in custody
at U.S border stations had
spent more than 72 hours
there, the time limit for
immigrants of any age to
be held in the government’s
temporary facilities. Almost
half of those 300 children are
younger than 12, according
to the document, meaning
they are classified by the
Department of Homeland
Security as “tender age
children.”
Furthermore, NBC News
reports that government
officials are touring military
bases next week to consider
using the facilities to handle
the volume of separated
children created by Trump’s
new policy.
This raises the specter of

abuse and mistreatment.
Senator Jeff Merkley (D-OR)
in an interview with MSNBC’s
Chris Hayes described the
horror of seeing children
locked up in “dog kennels”
at a Border Patrol Station
in Texas. In a tweet linking
to the Hayes interview
Merkley said “My visit to
the McAllen processing
center was a harrowing
experience. Children were
in cages. People were
distraught. Kids were ripped
from their parents’ arms. It’s
unconscionable that we are
treating them this way.”
A recent report by the
ACLU, based upon a review
of FOIAed DHS documents,
describes horrific conditions
and abuse at border detention
facilities between 2009 and
2014:
Firsthand accounts
and internal government
reports documented horrific
detention conditions: children
held in freezing rooms with
no blankets, food, or clean
water; forced to sleep on
concrete floors or share
overcrowded cells with adult
strangers; denied necessary
medical care; bullied into
signing self-deportation
paperwork; and subjected to
physical and sexual assault
while in CBP custody.
Earlier this month the Board
of Directors of Tonantzin
Society of Topeka, Kansas
sent out a statement highly
critical of the mistreatment
of immigrants it reads: The
Board of the Tonantzin Society
is highly alarmed and appalled
at the continued mistreatment
of Mexican, Central American
and other immigrants and
refugees by Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE),
Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) and new,
harsher mandates by the
Department of Justice (DOJ).
Every day we read fact based
reports of infants and children
being separated from their
families once crossing the

brutal border infrastructure
into the United States. As
a result, children are highly
traumatized, women become
victims of sexual abuse or
suicide and men helpless
to piece their families back
together. Their only “crime”
is seeking a better way of
life and in many instances,
escaping highly dangerous
countries where their lives
are often at risk. Since the
creation of ICE in 2003 what
we perceive as United States
human rights abuses have
grown increasingly bold and
blatant. Where is the justice
and humanity the United
States boldly chides other
nations in lacking?
Multi-layered violence
towards Mexicans has a
corrosive history going back
to the 18th and 19th century
with settler colonialists
stealing land from Mexicans,
(even after Mexicans were
given US citizenship) in places
like California and Texas,
leaving those Mexicans
hanging from trees. History
reveals other examples of
Mexicans as scapegoats
leading to forced repatriations
during the Depression
Era. Racial profiling during
the Depression witnessed
Mexican Americans forced
onto buses and trains to be
sent “back to Mexico.” Their
true place of birth? California.
The 1940’s Bracero Program
created profound abuses
to Mexican farm workers.
Low pay, horrific working
conditions with no benefits
plague many a farm worker to
this day.
As a community
organization bound to a
mission statement which
includes social justice, we
understand for centuries
family separation has also
been used as a tool to
dehumanize and traumatize
Native Americans and blacks
during slavery. Systematically
people of color were and are
deemed “unworthy” to hold

equal rights as European
Americans. While Mexicans
and Central Americans are
indigenous to the continent
they are treated far worse
than immigrants whose
ancestors settled in America
through the route of Ellis
Island.
When analyzing the inability
for Congress to pass fair
and humane immigration
reform, we do not subscribe
to labeling one or the other
political parties as exclusively
culpable. Both parties are
guilty and share responsibility
for the callous and brutal
methods used to detain
and house immigrants and
refugees. While the number
of children, woman and men
being detained and deported
grows, so does a myriad of
abuses against detainees by
detention center employees.
The profits gained through the
misery inflicted at detention
centers should be abhorrent
to any human. We must also
acknowledge United States
geopolitics in Mexico and
Central America. The flight by
the poorest in Latin America
comes about through United
States destabilization of their
governments, interference
in democratic elections,
failed drug wars and military
interventions.
While mainstream media,
the public and politicos play
the age-old blame game, we
approach this issue with our
shared humanity in mind. The
depravity in treating people
as animals, chattel, anything
other than human beings with
innate rights and protections
appears to be growing. Our
organization will continue to
partner with Kansas groups
and across the United States,
moving forward in ways
challenging the broken status
quo system.
Ur Jaddou, Director of
DHS Watch, a new project
of America’s Voice said
“The Trump Administration
has implemented a morally

una política de separación
familiar moralmente en
bancarrota y sin precedentes
con muy poca planificación,
y ahora estamos viendo los
resultados: los niños son
arrancados de los brazos de
los padres para luego ser más
traumatizados en instalaciones
de detención fronterizas
inadecuadas e inseguras.
Un centro de detención
fronterizo no es lugar para
un niño. Es precisamente por
esta razón, que la ley exige
que dentro de las 72 horas,
los niños no acompañados
a los que se enfrentan los
funcionarios de la frontera
sean trasladados de las jaulas
frías en las estaciones de
la Patrulla Fronteriza a las
instalaciones más apropiadas
operadas por el HHS. Es
sentido común y decencia
básica. Toda esta crisis es el
resultado de la nueva política
de separación familiar de
Trump, y solo empeorará: con
más y más niños retenidos
en celdas, más allá del
límite legal, y expuestos al
abuso. Esto puede y debe
terminar inmediatamente.
La Administración Trump
puede terminar con esta
crueldad hoy, simplemente
rescindiendo la política”.
También la semana pasada,
una jueza de distrito de los
Estados Unidos en San Diego,
la jueza Dana M. Sabraw,
permitió una demanda de la
ACLU para proceder en contra
de la política de separación de
la familia de la administración
Trump. En el fallo, el juez
Sabraw denunció la política y
las implicaciones, afirmando
que la política, “trae lágrimas
arbitrarias en el vínculo
sagrado entre padres e hijos”,
y, señalando:
Dicha conducta, si es
verdadera ... es brutal,
ofensiva y no concuerda con
las nociones tradicionales
de juego limpio y decencia.
Los hechos alegados son
suficientes para mostrar que
la conducta del gobierno
en cuestión “conmociona
la conciencia” y viola el
derecho constitucional de
los demandantes a tener una
integridad familiar.
Fuente: DHS Watch es un
proyecto de America’s Voice.
Para obtener más información,
visite DHSWatch.org
TRADUCE GEMMA TORNERO

bankrupt and unprecedented
family separation policy
with very little planning,
and now we’re seeing the
results: children being ripped
from parents arms only to
be further traumatized in
unsuitable and unsafe border
detention facilities. A border
detention facility is no place
for a child. It is precisely
for this reason that the law
requires that within 72 hours
unaccompanied children
encountered by border
officials be moved from
cold cages in Border Patrol
stations to more appropriate
facilities operated by HHS.
It’s common sense and basic
decency. This entire crisis
is the result of Trump’s new
family separation policy, and
it will only get worse – with
more and more children held
in holding cells beyond the
legal limit and exposed to
abuse. This can and should
end immediately. The Trump
Administration can end
this cruelty today by simply
rescinding the policy.”
Also last week, a U.S.
District Judge in San Diego,
Judge Dana M. Sabraw,
allowed a suit from the
ACLU to proceed against
the Trump administration’s
family separation policy. In
the ruling, Judge Sabraw
denounced the policy and
implications, stating that the
policy, “arbitrarily tears at the
sacred bond between parent
and child” and noting:
Such conduct, if true... is
brutal, offensive, and fails
to comport with traditional
notions of fair play and
decency, The facts alleged
are sufficient to show the
government conduct at
issue ‘shocks the conscience’
and violates Plaintiffs’
constitutional right to family
integrity.
Source
DHS Watch is a project of
America’s Voice. For more
information, visit DHSWatch.org
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In Hispanic community, “it’s family above all”
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Mastro (D-Nev.),
former attorney
general for the state
of Nevada, who
voiced her support for
McCaskill’s campaign.
“When Claire goes to
the capital, she brings
you with her,” Mastro,
who is half Mexican and
half Italian, said in her
opening remarks. “Your
voice is her voice.”
Both women
expressed frustration
with officials in the
Department of
Homeland Security, as
well as the continued
support Trump and
his base express
for a wall along the
U.S.-Mexican border.
McCaskill specifically
made reference to the
recent separations of
families at the border,
which now number in
the thousands.
“A sea-to-shining-sea
wall was not a good
idea,” McCaskill noted.
“These are people that
Donald Trump hired
for these agencies,
and even they admit
it’s a bad idea. I have
tried to point out the
flaws, and now we
are busy trying to
address the idea that
they are somehow
going to deter people
from coming into this
country by ripping
their children out
of their arms at the
border, and how that
policy is doomed to
failure. It won’t work.
If there’s one thing I
know about (the Latino
community), it’s family
above all.”
Mastro urged
audience members
to have hope in what
she, McCaskill, and
other supporters of
immigration reform are
trying to accomplish
on Capitol Hill, despite

the divisive rhetoric
that the president
delivers to his
supporters.
“The American
dream is still possible
for so many people,
and that is worth
fighting for,” Mastro
said. “The challenges
we are facing now with
the administration is
ripping that dream out
from under us.”
Mastro continued:
“We’re all descendants
of immigrants. We all
built this country. We
have to keep people
(in elected office) who
recognize that and
fight for our families.”
Mastro told those
in the audience that
they “cannot give up,”
issuing a direct call to
action for them to vote
for McCaskill on Nov.
6, “so we can make
sure we are pushing
the fight for our
families.”
McCaskill promised
those at the meeting
that she would fight
for them and for the
DREAM Act, also
clarifying her stance on
secured borders. She
singled out Missouri
Attorney General and
Republican Senate
candidate Josh
Hawley by name as
an opponent who
has been especially
vicious in his spread of
misinformation about
McCaskill’s stance on
immigration.
“Josh Hawley tells
everyone that all I want
is open borders. He
knows that is going
to get him votes,”
she said. “I have to
be aware that people
want our borders
secure. We can do that
without a wall.”
In response to a
question from KC
Hispanic News about

where immigration
reform ranks on her
list of legislative
priorities, McCaskill
said Democrats have
already demonstrated
their commitment to
the cause. She cited
a recent draft of a
bill that would have
granted a pathway to
citizenship for nearly
2 million immigrants.
That legislation gained
69 votes in the Senate;
McCaskill blamed
misinformation from
GOP senators on its
demise.
“They tried to say
the language in our
bill wouldn’t allow
authorities to arrest
anybody, and that just
wasn’t true,” McCaskill
explained.
Discussion about the
current administration’s
destructive policies
spilled out into the
crowd, with local
immigration attorney
Roger McCrummen
encouraging those
at the meeting to
research Trump’s
policies and to support
Democratic candidates
for all offices.
“The problems with
Trump’s immigration
policy go beyond
DACA,” McCrummen
said during the
question-and-answer
period. “There is a
focus on the reduction
of legal immigration,
which is harmful. This
is damaging to our
economy. There are
a lot of people who
are ready to support
a pro-immigration
agenda against this
administration, which
has put forth immoral
policies.”
That agenda would
affect undocumented
immigrants young and
old, including longtime
Kansas City resident

Senator Claire McCaskill (left) and Lali Garcia, president of La Raza Political Club,
know this election is important to the Latino community. McCaskill reiterated her
support for DACA students and for an immigration reform bill.

La senadora Claire McCaskill (izquierda) y Lali García, presidenta de La Raza Political
Club, saben que esta elección es importante para la comunidad latina. McCaskill reiteró
su apoyo a los estudiantes de DACA y un proyecto de ley de reforma migratoria.
Anilcar Orellana, who
has lived in Kansas for
16 years.
“I have a family
here. My construction
business is here,”
said Orellana, who
is originally from
Honduras. “We are
good citizens.”
Orellana said that
Immigration and
Customs Enforcement
representatives have
told him that he
has until August to
self-deport. His wife
would join him, but
his children, who are
American citizens,
would stay in the

U.S. Orellana said he
would have liked to
ask McCaskill what
she plans to do for the
millions of others in his
same situation.
Younger
undocumented
residents await action
from McCaskill and
her colleagues as
well, including Erika,
a recent local high
school graduate whose
full name is being
withheld at her request
for her safety.
“I was too afraid to
apply for DACA (in
2016), because I was
afraid Trump would

En la comunidad hispana, “la familia lo es todo”
CONT./PÁGINA 1

apoyado y elevado”,
dijo después de ser
presentada por el
presidente y director
ejecutivo de los
Centros Guadalupe,
Cris Medina.
Junto a McCaskill
se encontraba
la senadora
estadounidense
Catherine Cortez
Mastro (D-Nev.), ex
fiscal general del
estado de Nevada,
quien expresó su
apoyo a la campaña de
McCaskill.
“Cuando Claire va a
la capital, ella te lleva
con ella”, dijo Mastro
en sus comentarios
de apertura, quien es
mitad mexicana, mitad
italiana. “Tú voz es su
voz”.
Ambas mujeres
expresaron su
frustración con los
funcionarios del
Departamento de
Seguridad Nacional,
así como el apoyo
continuo que Trump
y su base expresan
para un muro a lo
largo de la frontera
con Estados Unidos
y México. McCaskill
específicamente
hizo referencia a las
recientes separaciones
de familias en la
frontera, que ahora se
cuentan por miles.
“Un muro de costa
a costa no fue una
buena idea”, señaló
McCaskill. “Estas son
personas que Donald
Trump contrató para
estas agencias, e
incluso ellos admiten
que es una mala idea.
He tratado de señalar
los defectos, y ahora
estamos ocupados
tratando de abordar
la idea, de que de
alguna manera, van a
disuadir a las personas

de entrar a este país
al quitarles a sus hijos
de sus brazos en
la frontera, y cómo
esa política está
condenada al fracaso.
No funcionará. Si hay
algo que sé (de la
comunidad latina), es
que la familia lo es
todo”.
Mastro instó a
los miembros de la
audiencia a tener
esperanza en lo que
ella, McCaskill y otros
partidarios de la
reforma migratoria
están tratando de
lograr en Capitol
Hill, a pesar de la
retórica divisoria que
el presidente ofrece a
sus seguidores.
“El sueño americano
todavía es posible
para tanta gente,
y por eso vale la
pena luchar por
él”, dijo Mastro.
“Los desafíos que
enfrentamos ahora
con la administración
están desgarrando ese
sueño por debajo de
nosotros”.
Mastro continuó:
“Todos somos
descendientes de
inmigrantes. Todos
construimos este
país. Tenemos que
mantener a las
personas (en puestos
de elección) que lo
reconozcan y luchen
por nuestras familias”.
Mastro les dijo a
los presentes que
“no pueden darse
por vencidos” y les
pidió que voten por
McCaskill el 6 de
noviembre, “para
asegurarnos de que
estamos luchando por
nuestras familias”.
McCaskill prometió
a los presentes en la
reunión que lucharía
por ellos y por el
DREAM Act, y que

también aclaró su
postura sobre las
fronteras seguras.
Señaló al Procurador
General de Missouri
y al candidato del
Senado Republicano,
Josh Hawley por su
nombre como un
oponente que ha
sido especialmente
cruel en su difusión
de desinformación
sobre la postura de
McCaskill sobre la
inmigración.
“Josh Hawley les
dice a todos que todo
lo que quiero son
fronteras abiertas.
Él sabe que eso le
conseguirá votos”,
dijo. “Tengo que ser
consciente de que la
gente quiere nuestras
fronteras seguras.
Podemos hacer eso sin
un muro”.
En respuesta a
una pregunta de KC
Hispanic News sobre
dónde se ubica la
reforma migratoria en
su lista de prioridades
legislativas,
McCaskill dijo que
los demócratas ya
han demostrado su
compromiso con
la causa. Citó un
borrador reciente de
un proyecto de ley que
habría otorgado un
camino a la ciudadanía
para casi 2 millones
de inmigrantes. Esa
legislación ganó 69
votos en el Senado;
McCaskill culpó a
la desinformación
de los senadores
republicanos en
la muerte de la
propuesta.
“Intentaron decir
que el lenguaje de
nuestro proyecto
de ley no permitiría
que las autoridades
arrestaran a nadie, y
eso simplemente no
era cierto”, explicó

McCaskill.
La discusión
sobre las políticas
destructivas de la
actual administración
se extendió a la
multitud, con el
abogado local
de inmigración
Roger McCrummen
alentando a los
asistentes a la
reunión a investigar
las políticas de
Trump y apoyar
a los candidatos
demócratas para
todos los puestos.
“Los problemas
con la política de
inmigración de
Trump van más
allá de DACA”,
dijo McCrummen
durante el período
de preguntas y
respuestas. “Hay
un enfoque en la
reducción de la
inmigración legal, que
es perjudicial. Esto
es perjudicial para
nuestra economía.
Hay muchas personas
que están dispuestas
a apoyar una agenda a
favor de la inmigración
contra esta
administración, que ha
presentado políticas
inmorales”.
Esa agenda afectaría
a los inmigrantes
indocumentados
jóvenes y mayores,
incluido el residente
de Kansas City, Anilcar
Orellana, quien ha
vivido en Kansas
durante 16 años.
“Tengo una familia
aquí. Mi negocio de
construcción está
aquí”, dijo Orellana,
quien es originario de
Honduras. “Somos
buenos ciudadanos”.
Orellana dijo que
los representantes
de Inmigración y
Aduanas le han dicho
que tiene hasta agosto

para auto deportarse.
Su esposa se uniría
a él, pero sus hijos,
que son ciudadanos
estadounidenses,
se quedarían en los
Estados Unidos.
Orellana dijo que
le hubiera gustado
preguntarle a
McCaskill qué planea
hacer por los millones
de otras personas en
su misma situación.
Los residentes
indocumentados más
jóvenes aguardan la
acción de McCaskill y
sus colegas también,
incluyendo a Erika,
una recién graduada
local de la escuela
preparatoria cuyo
nombre completo se

win the election and I
would be deported,”
said Erika, who has
been accepted to
the University of
Saint Mary in Omaha,
Nebraska, on a
scholarship designed
for undocumented
students. “But now I
feel like I would have
been better with
DACA than without
it. I feel like I’ve been
pushed into the
shadows.”
For more information
on McCaskill’s
campaign, visit www.
mccaskill.senate.gov/.
retendrá a petición
por su seguridad.
“Tenía demasiado
miedo para solicitar
DACA (en 2016),
porque temía que
Trump ganara las
elecciones y sería
deportada”, dijo
Erika, quien ha
sido aceptada en la
Universidad de Saint
Mary en Omaha,
Nebraska, con
una beca diseñada
para estudiantes
indocumentados.
“Pero ahora siento
que hubiera estado
mejor con DACA que
sin DACA. Siento que
me han empujado a
vivir en las sombras”.
Para obtener más
información sobre la
campaña de McCaskill,
visite www.mccaskill.
senate.gov/.

Nativo de Honduras, Anilcar Orellana también estaba
en la audiencia escuchando las palabras de las dos
senadoras estadounidenses McCaskill y Mastro,
y aunque nunca tuvo la oportunidad de hacer una
pregunta, posteriormente aprovechó la oportunidad
para hablar con un empleado de McCaskill y hacerle
saber a la senadora que su tiempo se está acabando y
que su familia se dividirá en cuestión de semanas.
Honduras native, Anilcar Orellana, was also in the
audience listening to the words of both U.S. Senators
McCaskill and Mastro never got an opportunity to ask
a question, but afterwards he took the opportunity to
talk with McCaskill’s staffer to let the senator know
that his time is running out and his family will be
broken up in a matter on weeks.
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SKCA Job Fair
The South Kansas City Alliance is sponsoring a free job fair with
employers that have immediate openings for positions with starting
pay of at least $15 an hour from 4 to 7 Wednesday, June 27, at Blue
Hills Church, 10306 Blue Ridge Blvd.
Cerner Corporation, the Hickman Mills School District, Honeywell
Federal Manufacturing and Technologies, the Kansas City Police
Department and St. Joseph Medical Center have confirmed their
participation, and additional employers are expected to be represented.
The Alliance also is sponsoring a free preparation workshop for job
applicants from 4 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, June 20, at Center High
School, 8715 Holmes Rd.
The workshop will offer 10-minute mock interviews and resume
reviews throughout its duration.
There will be 45-minute ”Professionalism 101” sessions at 4:15, 5:15
and 6:15 to coach applicants on how to put their best foot forward
when searching for a job and being interviewed.
Simultaneous “Social Media Best Practices” sessions will advise
participants on how to assure their online presence aids their job
search instead of hindering it.

OPENING

Education

FOR SALES PERSON
KC Hispanic News Newspaper

Full-Time and PartTime Faculty and Staff
Career Opportunities
at
https://jobs.mcckc.edu
EOE/M/F/V/Disabled

is seeking a Sales Person to join our sales team.
This person must have advertising experience in
the metro and within the Latino market.
Bi-lingual is a major Plus * Commission Driven
Possible to work from home if
you are the right person
Contact Joe Arce @ 816-506-1421
Email resume to
JoeArce@kchispanicnews.com
EOE

GET AWAY FIESTA

MEXICAN FIESTA MILWAUKEE, WI
CELEBRATING 45 YEARS OF TRADITION
AUGUST 24 THRU AUG 27, 2018

Reserve your bus seat today
Here’s an opportunity to go to one of the
best Mexican festival in Milwaukee.
Live entertainment, mariachis, folklorico dancers
and some International artists and 4 stages
of live music daily and so much more.
Great food and souvenirs.

THE EXPERIENCE IS AMAZING AND LOTS OF FUN

Seating is limited so book NOW!

IF INTERESTED PLEASE CONTACT
ALICE GOMEZ AT 816-842-2184

In Loving Memory
JOVITA MARTINEZ
Jovita Martinez, 99, went home to be with
Our Lord on June 5, 2018. Surrounded by her
children, and well cared for by Encompass
Hospice and Armour Oaks Senior Living Facility.
Born on August 23, 1918 in Leon, GTO, MX.,
Jovita moved to Holiday, KS, at an early age with
her family, where she met her beloved husband,
Carlos. Becoming a young widow at age 33 with
four children, Jovita worked many jobs to support
her family, retiring from C.S.C. Credit Bureu.
She was a member of the Free Bees Quilting Club
at OLHP Redemptorist Church, and an active
member of Sacred Heart Guadalupe Parish for
many years.
She is Preceded in death by her parents, Eligio
and Gregoria Hernandez; husband, Carlos
Martinez; brothers, Mariono, Nick, Joe, Alex, and Manuel (Angie); sisters,
Linda (Fidencio) Hernandez, Mary (Paul) Rojas; and daughter, Marylou Aguilar.
Survivors include sister, Virginia Martinez, of Raytown; three children, Joe (Josie)
Martinez of Olathe, Maria de Jesus Rodgers of California, and Virginia Martinez
(Don) Crowe of Kansas City, 16 grandchildren, 52 great grandchildren, 34 greatgreat grandchildren, and many nieces and nephews who loved her very much. May
she rest in peace and never be forgotten.
Visitation and Mass of Christian Burial were held at Sacred Heart Guadalupe
Church, 2544 Madison on Tuesday, June 12, 2018; burial was at Mt. Calvary
Cemetery. Donations can be made in her honor at Guadalupe Center, 1015
Avenida Cesar Chavez, KCMO, 64108. Condolences can be made online at
www.mcgilleymidtownchapel.com
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KC Grupo Mazz fans mourn the lost of
Jimmy Gonzalez
CONT./PAGE 1

Gonzalez, brother to
the late Tejano legend
Jimmy Gonzalez, 67, a
Brownsville native, who
died last week in San
Antonio.
Jimmy Gonzalez
of Jimmy Gonzalez
y Grupo Mazz was a
Grammy Award-winning
musician who had
several record hits, not
only with Grupo Mazz
but also with Joe Lopez
y El Grupo Mazz.
Gonzalez died of
cardiac arrest in San
Antonio, Texas.
Tommy Gonzalez
share his thoughts with
the Brownsville Herald,
“You know, people talk
about celebrating, yes,
we want to celebrate his
music, but it’s very hard
because we have a lot
of memories, we have
a lot of memories,”
Tommy said, tearing up.
But Jimmy’s legacy is
not lost on his family or
on his friends and family
all across the country.
“His whole life he
succeeded,” Tommy
said. “That’s what he set
out to accomplish.”
The passing of Jimmy
Gonzalez hit hard
here in Kansas City
for area band leader
David Tinoco of Las
Estrellas who has been
performing Grupo Mazz
songs for years. Tinoco
said he knew Jimmy
was dealing with health
issues. “He always
gave 100 percent to
his performances.”
Tinoco added the band
enjoyed playing and
singing Grupo Mazz
songs because Jimmy
was a great writer of
Tejano music and a
great story teller for his
music and we want to
play his music.
KKFI- FM radio DJ
Viviana Medellin told
Hispanic News her
listeners were always
requesting Jimmy
Gonzalez and Grupo
Mazz music. Not one

When Jimmy Gonzalez of Grupo Mazz died last week it sent shock waves throughout the Tejano music world. Most of his fans knew he was
not in good health. His fans base was huge across the country and many of those fans traveled to Brownsville, Texas for a final farewell.

Cuando Jimmy Gonzalez, de Grupo Mazz, murió la semana pasada, causó conmoción en todo el mundo de la música tejana. La mayoría de sus
admiradores sabían que no estaba en buen estado de salud. Su base de seguidores fue enorme en todo el país y muchos de esos fanáticos
viajaron a Brownsville, Texas, para despedirse definitivamente.
Taste of Tejano show
went by that the DJ’s
didn’t play one of
Grupo Mazz songs.
Medellin told Hispanic
News, Jimmy’s passing
is a big lost to her and
her listeners, “Jimmy
music was very popular
on my show. I met him
in San Antonio, Texas
years ago and in Las
Vegas I kept up with all
of his music…I probably
have all of his music.
He even wrote a song
called Mi Voy Pa Kansas
City.
So when some of my
friends, Rita and Johnny
Rey Garcia, come up
from Houston, they say

play me that song Mi
Voy Pa Kansas City, so I
did. All of his music has
been a tremendous hit
in Kansas City.
Ingenuity CEO David
Chavez said fans lost
one of the very best
musician when Jimmy
Gonzalez passed
away. “One of the most
iconic singers, writers
and performers in
Tejano music history.
Jimmy Gonzalez
Grupo Mazz in Las
Vegas was huge…Mazz
did not perform that
much out of the state of
Texas, so when I would
have the group on the
West Coast the fans

In Loving Memor y
JAMES “JIMMY” GONZALEZ

James Gonzalez, 67, entered into eternal rest on Wednesday, June 6, 2018, at
Methodist Hospital in San Antonio, TX.
A native and lifetime resident of Brownsville, TX, Jimmy, as he was known
to all, was the frontman for Jimmy G y Grupo Mazz. Jimmy was deeply loved
and will be profoundly missed by his family, friends, and fans throughout our
country and all over the world. His ability to make his family, friends, and fans
feel special was experienced in his humble nature. Although Jimmy was known
in the music industry as being known as a ‘’Musical Genius’’ because of his
talent for arranging, producing, and composing hundreds of hit songs, albums,
and for winning 8 Grammys and hundreds of other awards, he never tired of
hearing his fans chant his name and was always humbled by their love for him.
Jimmy always enjoyed signing autographs and posing for pictures with his fans.
His constant attention to the needs of others before his very own will never be
forgotten.
Jimmy’s faith in God was shared through numerous conversations with those
who knew him best and with the millions of fans from the stage. Jimmy’s family
will miss the Christmas traditions they shared and the neighborhood Halloween
parties. Jimmy’s generosity with the public was important to him and was evident
in the numerous toy drives and the countless benefit concerts he performed for
local churches.
Jimmy’s playful spirit will especially be missed by those who knew him best.
We will always remember his love for watching the Dallas Cowboy games and
the phone calls and texts giving game updates to many during football season.
Jimmy’s simple taste for local cuisine was seen in his love for Rutledge Burgers,
hot dogs, tamales, BBQ’s, and sweetbread.
There are a few things that Jimmy loved more than his adoring fans and music
and they included his love for his mother, Consuelo; his wife, Lisa; his sons and
grandchildren. Jimmy’s family hopes that his fans will continue to listen to his
music and proclaim his legendary status in the music industry.
In the famous words of Jimmy ‘’Grammy’’ Gonzalez: ‘’Turn off the ‘’lites’’,
God’s too strong’’.
Jimmy was preceded in death by his parents, Consuelo ‘’La Morena’’ and
Santiago ‘’Chago’’ Mendez Gonzalez; an infant daughter, Lisa Denise Gonzalez;
a grandson, Baby Patrick Henry Gonzalez; and a brother-in-law, Richard
Villarreal.
Jimmy is survived by his wife of 19 years, Anna Lisa Gonzalez, his 5 sons: Henry
Lee (Patricia), James ‘’Junebug’’ (Lenore), Lee Michael ‘’Mikey’’ (Nancy),
Joseph ‘’Choch’’ (Celina), and Robert Lee ‘’Uker’’ (Erica) and their mother,
Yolanda Solis. He was the proud grandfather of 10: Lee Michael Jr., Dominic
James, Jaymee Leigh, Myranda Jolie, Miranda Larysse, Nicholas Anthony,
Meagan Grace, Henry Lee, and Sofia Lee. Jimmy will also be missed by his
siblings: Beatriz ‘’Bea’’ Villarreal, Julia ‘’Lulu’’ Garza, Tommie ‘’Magill’’
(Betty) Gonzalez, Cindy (Adolfo) Garcia and Norma Lee (Lonnie) Valdez along
with numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and extended family members.
Visitation was held from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Monday, June 11, 2018 at the
Brownsville Event Center, 1 Event Circle. The Funeral Mass was held Tuesday,
June 12, 2018, at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 1914 Barnard Rd., Brownsville,
Texas. Jimmy was laid to rest at Buena Vista Burial Park.
In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts in Jimmy’s name may be made to the Gonzalez
Family Fund at any IBC Bank, Acct. #1012511023.

would really come out.
When asked
what made Jimmy
special to you as a
promoter? “Jimmy
had his sons in the
band, and as part
of his management
team, so I would get
to work with the whole
family. After 3 years
of working together
we really got to know
each other. Jimmy
appreciated our special
treatment such as
having the state of
Nevada recognize
Jimmy Gonzalez with
a day named after
him and his surprise
birthday recognition on
stage.”
Chavez believes
Jimmy Gonzalez and
Grupo Mazz will go
down in history as one
of the greatest artist
of Tejano music. “Yes,
because as a founder of
Mazz, this pioneering
group was at the

forefront of changing
the music from
orchestras (horns) to

keyboard based, along
with La Mafia,”said
Chavez
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Letter to my sons,
“Tell them what you want
them to know – now!

BY
RANDY HAIN

B

eing a father can
seem daunting,
and at times we
fail to say what
we mean or do what
we say. Thinking about
this the other day, I
decided to write a
letter to my two boys. I
would recommend this
task for all dads.
Dear boys, It must
seem strange that
I am writing you a
letter. When you finish
reading this you will
hopefully understand
the reason. First of all,
I want you to know
your mom and I love
you both very much
and we could not
be prouder of you.
We are not perfect
parents, but we have
done our best to help
you make your way
through these difficult
growing-up years and
prepare for the future.
There is so much
I wish to share with
you! I want to tell you
what it feels like to
fall in love with the
woman you will marry.
I want you to know
the indescribable joy
I felt when both of
you came into this
world. I want you to
understand the rough
years I spent in the
spiritual wilderness
with no faith and the
profound conversion
experience I had
when I surrendered to
Christ and found the
Truth I was seeking for
most of my life in the
Catholic Church. The
list of rich experiences
and lessons is almost
endless, but perhaps
I will share some of
them now and save
the rest for future
letters.
To keep it simple,
here are eight things
I want you to think
about, pray over and
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hopefully remember
for the rest of your
lives:
Faith. God loves
you, no matter
what. Stay true to
yourself and always
love and serve Him.
Stay devoted to our
Catholic faith despite
all the temptations
you will have from
the world to leave.
Be men of prayer
and observe the
sacraments, especially
the Eucharist and
Reconciliation. Never
forget you were made
for Heaven and not
the world.
Values. Your mom
and I have taught
you the difference
between right and
wrong. Our Catholic
faith has helped you
learn to love your
neighbor and serve
others. Never lose
touch with your values;
they define who you
are. Don’t be tempted
to sacrifice your values
for a little temporary
comfort or pleasure. It
is never, ever worth it.
Education. School
isn’t always going to
be fun. It wasn’t for us
either. But, it is very
important to have
a quality education
if you want to have
good career options.
Never be satisfied that
you know enough.
Become lifelong
learners. Be insatiably
curious about other
people and life in
general.
Work Ethic. Nothing
in life is truly free.
Work hard and you
will be rewarded.
Pay your dues and
out-hustle everyone
around you. No matter
what you hear later
in life, I promise you
there is no easy path
to riches and there is
no substitute for hard
work. I know, I know,
this part sounds just
like Papa!
Love. You will meet
lots and lots of girls
in your lives. Treat
them all with dignity
and respect. Care
more about their inner
beauty than their
outward appearance.
Treat your bodies
like holy temples and
don’t give in to sinful
behavior. You will
know you are in love
when your knees go
soft, your stomach has
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butterflies and you
can’t stop thinking
about her as the most
beautiful girl you have
ever seen. Then what?
Get to know her, build
a relationship and
take the time to see
if she is the ONE. You
will eventually know
if she is and she will
be looking at you
in the same way. Be
counter-cultural, do
the right thing and
save yourselves for
marriage. The world
might make fun of
you, but Jesus will
love you for it.
Responsibility. You
have heard your mom
and I say this a million
times: “You need to
be more responsible!”
Well, you do. Someone
has to be responsible,
why not you? If you
are involved in an
activity or project, act
responsible and be a
leader. If you make a
mess, clean it up. If
you say you will do
something, do it. One
of my old bosses told
me years ago that if
“I touched it, I owned
it!” This has always
served me well and
helped me in countless
ways. Don’t wait for
somebody else to take
responsibility. It may
be up to you.
Friendship. Be
true to yourself and
your friends. Hang
out with people who
share your values.
Be a good enough
friend to others that
you always tell them
the truth. This is the
sign of a true friend. If
your friends go down
a path you know is
wrong, stand your
ground and do not
follow. The tricky thing
about friendship is
you sometimes find
yourself alone because
you are committed
to following the
teachings of the
Church or the values
you learned. Trust me
on this one – never
abandon your faith or
your values to follow
the crowd. On the
other hand, you will
hopefully have a few
close friends who stay
with you a lifetime
and they are to be
treasured as gifts from
God.
Be Real. Don’t
ever pretend to be
someone else. You

are who God created
you to be. Don’t be
tempted to hide your
true self, your faith or
what you really think
from others. Reflect
on my favorite quote
from Ralph Waldo
Emerson: “To be
yourself in a world that
is constantly trying to
make you something
else is the greatest
accomplishment.”
I will stop with these
eight lessons and we
will dive into other
valuable topics again
in a future letter. I
hope you read this
and come to me and
your mom with lots of
questions. I promise
we are here to help
you. Did you know
your mom and I have
a vocation (job) given
to us by God? Our
vocation is to help our
family (and everyone
else) get to Heaven.
That is our number
one responsibility
as parents. You are
going to stumble
and struggle at times
in life, but always
remember we are here
for you and we love
you. Most importantly,
God loves you and he
will never abandon
you. He wants you to
learn, grow and think
for yourselves, but
never stray from His
love.
Boys, your mom
and I want one more
important thing for
you. We want you
to be happy. Really,
truly happy! You know
what? You can’t be
truly happy unless
you have joy. Do you
know where joy comes
from? Joy comes from
putting Christ first in
your lives and loving
Him so much that
everyone sees Him at
work inside you. Then,
you will have true joy
which will make you
really and truly happy.
With all my love,
Randy Hain, Senior
Editor and co-founder
of The Integrated
Catholic Life™, is the
author of three books
by Liguori Press: The
Catholic Briefcase:
Tools for Integrating
Faith and Work, Along
the Way: Lessons
for an Authentic
Journey of Faith and
Something More: A
Professional’s Pursuit
of a Meaningful Life.

Father’s Day
in America

BY
DR. GLENN MOLLETTE

I

t’s time to once again celebrate
Father’s day in America.
I like Father’s day. It’s always
interesting to see if my children or
anyone remembers. Maybe I will get a
text, an email or even a telephone call.
Father’s day is kind of like your birthday
you don’t really think about it until the
day comes. You then can’t help but
notice who forgot or who simply does
not care.
I was always busy as a young adult
and probably didn’t pay attention to
Father’s day like I should have until
later in life. I got a little closer to my
dad in his later years simply because my
mother had died and he had to talk to
me when I called. My father was a good
dad in that he took care of us. He kept
food on the table and a roof over our
heads. I never had to face living with a
single parent or in a blended family. All I
knew was my mom and dad and I never
worried about being hungry or being
homeless. Millions of Americans cannot
say this. This is not a negative about
single parenting or being homeless or
blended families. I’m simply saying that
Mom and dad hung in there and my
sisters and brothers and I have a lot for
which to be thankful.
My grandfather was a good dad. He
raised ten children. He was a blessing
to a multitude of grandchildren. He
worked until he was 83. I never saw him
smile a lot but how could he smile when
there were dozens of grandchildren
around all the time? Plus, he worked
six days a week until he was 83. He
managed it pretty well.
My son is a good dad. I can believe
it because he was a good son. Yet, it’s
always amazing when you see your
child in action. He spends so much time
with my little grandson and they have
a beautiful bond. I love to watch their
interaction and I am so happy for both
of them.
This Father’s day will once again be
a good day and a tough day. Father’s
will count their blessings and also their
failures. Father’s will wish for another
chance to do it again but we only get
one chance to be a dad. Many will visit
cemeteries to pay respect to a dad now
long gone or Father’s will mourn over
the passing of a child.
Father’s day is upon us and the best
you can do is to cherish the moment.
Make a visit. Make a telephone call.
Make the day as personal as possible.
Life is about relationships and there is
nothing like loving a Father or a child
while you have the opportunity. When
you look back you’ll be so glad you did.
Dr. Glenn Mollette is the author of 12
books. His syndicated column is read in
all 50 states.
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Following record-breaking heat in
May, Missouri prepares for Summer

A

verage daily
temperatures
in May were
warmest on
record for state of
Missouri
As Missouri closes
the books on a record
hot May, the National
Weather Service, the
Missouri Department
of Health and Senior
Services and the
Department of Public
Safety are promoting
Missouri Summer Safety
Week (June 18-24) to
highlight the risks and
dangers associated
with excessive
heat. For 2017, the
Department of Health
and Senior Services has
preliminarily reported
19 heat-related deaths
in Missouri.
According to the
National Weather
Service, among the
cities reaching alltime high average
temperatures for the
month of May were:
Columbia, Springfield,
St. Louis, and West
Plains. Kansas City and
St. Joseph were among
cities experiencing
their second warmest
May on record. It was
the warmest May on
record for the state of
Missouri, according to
University of Missouri
Extension climatologist
Pat Guinan, who says
the 73 degree average
temperature statewide
was almost nine degrees
above normal.
“Summer heat and
humidity have come
early this year and they
are already posing
health risks, reminding
all of us to watch out not
only for ourselves, but
for the young, elderly
and people with preexisting health issues,”
Department of Public
Safety Director Drew
Juden said. “Never
leave a child or a pet
alone in a car because
the temperature can
rise by 20 degrees in 10
minutes and 30 degrees
in 20 minutes; remember
to check on the elderly
who may not have air
conditioning; and all
of us should limit our
exposure to the sun.”
Missourians can find

a public cooling center
near them by visiting
MO.gov and entering
their ZIP code, city or
county.
Remember these
basic tips to protect you
and your family during
severe heat and heat
emergencies:
· Check on family,
friends and neighbors
who do not have air
conditioning and who
spend much of their
time alone.
· Look Before You
Lock – never leave
children or pets alone in
closed vehicles.
· Eat light, wellbalanced meals at
regular intervals.
· Drink plenty of
water and limit intake
of alcoholic beverages.
Make sure your pet has
fresh water and access
to shade.
· Wear loose-fitting,
lightweight and lightcolored clothes that
cover as much skin as
possible.
· Protect your face
and head by wearing a
wide-brimmed hat. Wear
sunscreen 30 SPF or
greater.
· Avoid strenuous
work during the
warmest part of the
day; use the buddy
system when working in
extreme heat and take
frequent breaks.
· If you do not have air
conditioning, consider
spending the warmest
part of the day in
public buildings such as
libraries, schools, movie
theaters, shopping malls
and other community
facilities.
· Be aware of
medications that may
impair the body’s
response to heat,
including antihistamines,
tranquilizers and some
medications for heart
disease.
Summers in
Missouri are also a
time of heightened
thunderstorm activity.
Remember these basic
tips to protect you
and your family from
lightning:
· There is no safe
place outside in a
thunderstorm. Get
inside if you can

and stay away from
windows, door, and
metal pipes, including
in a shower or bathtub;
do not use electric
appliances or landline
telephones during the
storm.
· Avoid open fields,
and the tops of hills
or ridges. Remember,
lightning can strike up
to 10 miles from the rain
area.
· Stay away from
water, wet items (such
as ropes) and metal
objects. Water and
metal are excellent
conductors of electricity.
· Stay away from tall,
isolated trees or other
tall objects.
· Remember, a tent
offers no protection
from lightning.
The National Weather
Service has additional
information on staying
safe during excessive
heat, as well as lightning
safety at https://www.
weather.gov/sgf/
summersafety.
Source
Missouri Department of
Public Safety
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& Affordable Caskets
(913) 371-7000

A celebration
of reading

N

ashua Elementary School
second graders celebrate
this week with an ice
cream party. Jule Knight’s
class
celebrating
their
major
accomplishment of reading more than
10,000 books this school year. The ice
cream party was sponsored by Epic!,
one of the leading educational apps
on the market for kids, as part of the
program’s #ReaderPillar campaign.
According to school officials “The
students worked hard all year long to
achieve this milestone.”
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